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I delivered thefe fermons occafionally, and 
neither in the fame order of fucceffion in which 
they now appear, nor upon any preconceived plan 
of connection, compafs and amplitude as to their 
refpective fubjects, it is not unlikely that fome 
readers may here obferve a twofold defect, a defeCfc 
in point of complement and of more immediate con¬ 
nection. I prefume however that this does not ma¬ 
terially affect the work. Although all that belongs 
to human happinefs, or is accounted as requifite to 
it, may not be fpecifically and exprefsly treated of; 
yet no fpecies or clafs of thefe objects is entirely 
overlooked. And any other order or fucceffion of 
them may be adopted at pleafure, fince they are all 
diftinct and feparate treatifes. Neither was it fo 
much my intention to write a complete fyftem of the 
doCtrine of happinefs, as to handle fome of its mofl 
important ingredients, and to handle them in a man¬ 
ner fuited to pulpit-difcourfes addreffed to an audi¬ 
ence compofed of thinking and for the mod part en¬ 
lightened perfons. This letter circumftance will 
plead in my behalf, if the difeourfe fhould in fome 
a 2 paflages 
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pafTagcs appear fo me what more philosophical, or 
abftraded than ufual. I have the happinefs to ad- 
drefs myfelfto hearers, who in general are fully com¬ 
petent to digefl and profit by fuch difeourfes. The 
more rare this happinefs is, the lefs excufable would 
it be in me were 1 to fpeak to them as to children, 
and not always endeavour to lead them to higher at¬ 
tainments in knowledge. And there certainly can 
be no harm in it, if the dodrines of religion and 
morality are delivered in various methods ; and at 
times even fo, as that men more enured to reflec¬ 
tion may be taken and fatisfied with them. — Ex¬ 
perience has likewife taught me, that even people 
of flender information and inferior culture learn 
more from fuch difeourfes, when they have once 
ccafed to be ftrangers to them, than from others, 
compofed in a hebrew idiom, and exactly fitted to 
the fcholaflic fyftem, of which molt commonly they 
have no conception at all. Indeed difeourfes, ge¬ 
nerally fpeaking, need not work upon the inftant, 
unlcfs in the cafe of charitable collections, but 
fhould be calculated to produce permanent effects 
on perfons not totally ignorant and incapable of 
making reflexions of their own. Let a man preach 
to them as he will, having no expanfe of mind, they 
will never be able to take in the whole fcope of the 
difeourfe at one view', or even to form clear con¬ 
ceptions of any part of it. Here or there, they will 
apprehend feme detached fentence, fome thought 
that ftrikes them, and will perhaps occafionally re¬ 
coiled 
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collect it again ; and, if only this happens, and that 
frequently, they mult be always confiderable gain¬ 
ers by it. 

Should fome of the fubjefts here treated of ap¬ 
pear to others not clerical, or not theological and 
biblical enough ; in regard to the former, I intreat 
them to confider, that every pulpit has its own cir¬ 
cle of hearers, and that thefe hearers have their pe¬ 
culiar exigencies ; and in regard to the latter, to 
weigh in their own minds whether anything that re¬ 
lates fo nearly to human perfe&ion and happinefs, 
can be either untheological or unbiblical. To me 
at leaft, every truth is a religious and biblical truth, 
that has for its object the radical improvement and 
the lading happinefs of mankind; though it fhould 
not as it were immediately relate to God and to the 
future world, and is nowhere exprefsly and feien- 
tifically treated of in the Bible, which prefuppofes 
many things, which but {lightly touches upon others 
in few words, and leaves the farther expofition and 
application of all to ourfelves, or which even deli¬ 
vers the very fame things in a different phrafeology. 
The force of the fcriptural doftrines by no means 
lies in the words wherein they were anciently pro¬ 
mulgated to the jews and the heathens, but in the 
truth and the importance of the doctrines themfelves. 
In proportion therefore as the civilization, the lan¬ 
guage, the manners and cuftoms, the mode of 
thinking and of living, the compafs of human know¬ 
ledge and of human exigencies, undergo alteration; 

A3 fo 



fo alfo may and IfrSufd, not indeed the eftentials, 
but the range, the application, and the method of 
illuftrating the doctrines of religion and wifdom be 
altered and adapted. In the fermon concerning the 
chriftian paftoral office, which is the laft in this col¬ 
lection, I have more circumftantially explained rny- 
felf upon this fubjedt. 

For the reft, the greater the importance of a right 
eftimation of things, and the ftronger the certainty 
of the fact, that it is the foundation of all real vir¬ 
tue and piety, and the fureft way to happincls both 
in the pref§ut and the future life, fo much the bet¬ 
ter grounded is my hope, that, under the bleffing 
of God, this labour may not be without its ufe. 


* ** The fermotis of Zollikofer bang now generally received in je- 
rious and refeding families, it has been judged expedient for their 
accommodation to annex to thefe volumes forms of particular and 
family prayer drawn up by that great luminary of our church, 
Benjamin lord li/hop of Winchtjler. 
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QEORGE JOACHIM ZOLLIKOFER was 
born at St. Gall in Switzerland, the 5th of 
Auguft 1730. His father David Anthony Zolliko- 
fer, is (till remembered there as an eminent practi¬ 
tioner in the law, and as a pious and upright man. 
That he omitted nothing in the literary education of 
his f on may well be imagined; it is however ftill 
more manifeft, that by his own virtuous example 
he became his moral tutor, a tutor to whom pofte- 
rity is under fuch infinite obligations through his 
pupil. Education at that time had not yet become 
a fubjeCl of philofophical difquifition: among the 
Germans at leaft no one had hitherto enlarged upon 
Locke’s principles in a view to render them of more 
general utility. The various helps for awakening 
the curiofity, for opening the underftanding and 
moulding the hearts of children, which fo much 
a 4 abound 
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abound in our days, being then utterly unknown, 
the formation of the chara&er and habits was left 
generally to example, and that end was thus per¬ 
haps more furely attained. Young Zollikofer, when 
arrived at the proper age, was put to the gymnafium 
of his native town; from whence, being intended 
for the church, he was fent to profecute his fludies, 
fir ft at Bremen, and afterwards at the univerfity of 
Utrecht, where the divinity prcfeflbrs are faid to 
have been then in high repute. It is well known that 
the generality of fludents at thefe great feminaries, 
are wont to adhere pertinacioufly to what has been 
inflilled into them by their academical tutors ; never 
venturing to advance one pace beyond the firing 
of ideas with which they for feveral years have been 
conflantly tethered, by acquiring new ones for 
themfelves, or even prefuming impartially and re¬ 
peatedly to examine the flock they have obtained 
from others, and to form new combinations among 
them. Everything therefore, in regard to their ge¬ 
neral ufefulnefs afterwards when they come into of¬ 
fice, depends on what fort of tutors the young men 
have had during their flay at college ; they being 
nothing more than organs through which the know¬ 
ledge imparted to them in a leclure-room is brought 
into circulation, exa&ly as they received it. What¬ 
ever were the tenets of their mafler will be theirs 
from their youth up unto their lives end; and 
accordingly, whatever country you go into, let the 
religion be what it will, the unthinking part thereof, 

who 



SOME ACCOUNT OF THE AUTHOR. ix 

who are everywhere extremely refpedable in point 
of numbers, are always the reputed orthodox. It 
would be beyond the defign of thefe few pages to 
expatiate on the caufes whence thefe obflrudions to 
intellectual originality proceed. It has been fur- 
mifed bv feme, that the education of a college is ge¬ 
nerally unfavourable to vigour or originality of un- 
derflanding, by levelling the diftinctions of nature, 
by training up the mind in an habitual veneration 
for authorities, and prepofteroufly leading it to mif- 
take the means of education for its end. This much 
however is of univerfal notoriety, that it is extreme¬ 
ly difficult to get out of the track in which we have 
been trained for a number of years, and is fo parti¬ 
cularly adapted to foothe our natural propenfity to 
eafe and indolence, to abandon our cuftoinary mo¬ 
dels and guides and boldly ftrike out into another 
channel. Zollikofer however was a genius of this 
fuperior order : no individual perhaps ever pofieffed 
a jufter apprehenfion, or was fo feldom obftruded 
in the ufe of it by indolence, enthufiafm or authori¬ 
ty. His genius was not to be rebuked, nor his ori¬ 
ginality reprefled. He once obferved to an intimate 
friend, that he had been obliged with the reft to at¬ 
tend lectures in a fyftematic theology, refting folely 
on the unproved formularies, fophifms, technical 
and fcholaftic terms of the compendiums at that 
time in general ufe, inftead of having delivered to 
him, as the foundation of his future ftudies, a 
found expofition of the Bible, in connexion with a 

ft rid 
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ftrid invcftigation of ecclefiaftical hiltorv. And yet 
where, in all Zollikofer’s theological writings is 
there a trace to be feen that betrays his former forced 
acquaintance with thofe dull pedantic ftudies? Where 
is there one idea, either in his fermons or his books 
of devotion, that difeovers but a faint indication of 
that mechanical training ? A proof of his a&ive, 
feminizing, comprehenfive and penetrating genius ; 
a genius to which Truth, the nobleft property of 
mind, was paramount to all confiderations befides. 
— Even in the other fciences, he feems to have 
been by no means fatisfied with the methods adopt¬ 
ed. “ The little that I know,” this modeft man 
was heard to fay, “ I was obliged to teach myfelf, 
chiefly after I was come to years of maturity; for 
indeed I had but a miferable education.” Elis 
erudition perhaps was not of that fort particularly 
ftyled recondite, and he certainly is not to be reck¬ 
oned among thofe literary characters, who, with a 
great treafure of abftrufe philofophic lore, poffefs 
moreover an abundant {lock of hiftorical, antiquari. 
an and a variety of other branches of fcience, which 
he confidered rather as inftruments for the under- 
ftanding to work with, than as ultimate objc&s of 
purfuit. Neverthelefs he w’as deficient in no fpecies 
of knowledge that can afford any philofophical ma¬ 
terials for ufeful and generally ferviceable ideas. 
Both in natural hiftory and natural philofophy he 
poffeffed uncommon attainments. He was well 
verfed in the hiftories of the feveral nations of the 

world j 
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world; and, from the viciffitudes and revolutions 
of empires, from the rife, decline and fall of great 
republics, from the characters and fortunes of the 
diflinguifhed perfonages that have appeared in dif¬ 
ferent countries; in fhort, from the whole of thofc 
frequently inexplicable, broken and extraordinary 
tiffues of events and apparent accidents, from the al¬ 
ternate conflicts of light with darknefs in various na¬ 
tions, from the foolifh, often furious and dreadful 
fallies of human paffions and vices — from all this, 

I fay, he had formed a confldcrable number cither 
of general or particular ideas, which he had confo- 
lidated with the common flock of his acquired phi- 
lofophical knowledge. In fludying hiflory he had 
always the true and proper end of it in view, confi- 
dering it, with the wife of all ages, as the teacher 
of practical philofophy and the buftnefs of life. 
Thus he derived more real utility from his ftudies 
than many celebrated names who were learned only 
by rote, having gathered little or nothing from 
their’s except a profody enabling them to fcan verfes; 
a logic which teaches them only to argue like fo- 
phifts, a philofophy not uniformly regulated and 
controuled by common fenfe in its application and 
refult, and a fund of hiflory conftfling in a huge 
collection of faCts, of proper names and chronolo¬ 
gical dates. 

In the ancient and modern languages, particular¬ 
ly the latiu, french and englifh he was no ordinary 
proficient; and, befides other ufeful works in each 

of 
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of them, had made their bed poets, orators and 
philofophers his particular ftudy. Of Cicero he was 
a very great admirer. .And if Zollikofer were to be 
compared with any orator of antiquity, it would 
certainly be with that Roman. Indeed the fubjedts 
they had to treat of in their difcourfes were extreme¬ 
ly different, as was alfo the objed they had in view. 
The former addrtffed his audience on matters rela¬ 
tive to the intereffs and profperity of dates as well as 
of private individuals, the latter on the mod impor¬ 
tant concerns of the human mind ; the former em¬ 
ployed his rhetoric in producing fudden determina¬ 
tion and a&ion, not unfrequently by inflaming the 
imagination and agitating the various pallions of his 
hearers, the latter, not content with fuddenly pro¬ 
ducing fome virtuous emotions or aftions, complete¬ 
ly convinced the underftanding of the importance 
and bleffednefs of virtue, warming and animating the 
heart, by the fame pure celeftial beam of truth with 
which he enlightened the mind, not to Angle eafy 
a&s of goodnefs, but to virtue. Here we lee two 
great orators widely different from each other, as 
in the nature of things they muff be. But in all the 
accomplifhments required by real oratory, or rather 
belonging to eloquence, who is fo like to Cicero as 
Zollikofer ? In the careful fele&ion of the proper- 
eft terms, in the natural and artlefs compofition of 
the fcveral fentences, in the cautious and fparing 
ufe of fuch tropes, figures and metaphors, as are 
adapted to give the muft pleafing variety to the 

whole, 
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whole, and reprefent the ideas they denote on their 
molt luminous and beautiful fide, in the ingenious 
turn and uncommon harmony of the periods, the 
exact and lucid order in which the thoughts fucceed 
each other, in the rapid, though fmoothly flowing 
ftream of the difeourfe, in the moll exquifite fym- 
inetry of the whole, and in that energy, that grace¬ 
ful and noble fnnplicity which never foils to excite 
the highelt admiration in the minds of all good 
judges, and is fo flattering to fuch as are not, as to 
induce them to imagine, that with very little trouble 
they could write as well or even better : who in re- 
fpect to thefe excellences can more properly be com¬ 
pared to Cicero than Zollikofer ? He no lefs than 
the Roman, had indefotigably ftudied the difficult 
fcicnce of oratory in his earlier years, and had us fe- 
dnloufly employed that art which is fo often mifap- 
prehended and neglected, though fo excellent and 
neceffary to the accomplifhment of the orator, I 
mean poetry in all its various forms. It does not ap¬ 
pear that in his juvenile age he tried his talents in any 
particular fpecies of it; but that he ftudied it even 
more in acknowledged models than in fimple theo¬ 
ry, is very well known, fince he read the bell per¬ 
formances of the poets both in the ancient and mo¬ 
dern languages of the molt poliflied nations j and 
Mr. Chriftian Victor Kindervater, who communi¬ 
cates thefe particulars of his life, mentions his recol¬ 
lecting to have heard him fay, that while a youth he 
read Bodmer’s poetical works fo diligently over and 


over 
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over for a length of time, that in compofing after¬ 
wards foine cflays in profc, he found that many of 
the fentences had run into hexameters quite unawares 
to him. 

Poetry and oratory are in certain refpefts not fo 
far afunder as perhaps to fome they may appear to 
be. It is the principal bufinefs of the orator to con¬ 
vince his hearers that what he fays is true and ufc- 
ful; but if he wifh that conviction to pafs quickly 
into action, the ideas he has excited Ihould receive 
a peculiar energy fo as at the fame time to affect the 
heart; and if the orator be defirous on fome parti¬ 
cular occafion to raife emotions of no ordinary kind, 
his difeourfe will of itfelf rife above the common 
fiyle of prole, and partly aflume a lyric appearance. 
If this then be one of the necefiary requifites of a 
good orator, what important advantages may not 
the lludy of poetry procure him ? Or is it no ad¬ 
vantage to the orator to habituate himfelf to an har¬ 
monious cadence, to enrich and polilh his diftion, 
to give fcope to his imagination, and to acquire a 
dexterity in representing abftraft ideas under the 
charms of agreeable images, and efpecially to con- 
fider his fubjeft not merely in generals, but in its 
feveral, although lefs ftriking points of view, fo 
as to render this ftudy fubfervient to his purpofes ? 
The genius of Zollikofer {hone forth with uncom¬ 
mon lultre whenever his objeft was rather to a {left 
the pallions than to inform the mind, though this 
was feldom the cafe with him. What awful fenfa- 

tions 
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lions did this great man excite in the hearts of all 
his congregation, once when he delineated the tre¬ 
mendous triumph of death ? How anxioufly did 
even the mod infenfible fouls then Ihudder as he de- 
pided the horrors of death and corruption ! And 
how every heart throbbed with the liveliefl tran- 
fports, when, prefently after, with all the magic of 
eloquence he unfolded the banners of falvation and 
difplayed the blifsful triumph of everlading life ! 
What inexpreffible fentiments of gratitude to the 
great Sovereign of the univerfe, glowed in every 
bread, when he encouraged his hearers to rejoice 
and give thanks for the grateful return of fpring I 
How he melted every foul into the lofted feelings of 
humanity while difeourfing on the fubjed of placa¬ 
bility and forgivenefs; and there was not a perfon, 
but on leaving the church was difpofed to relent and 
ready to forgive, who would not have eagerly ex¬ 
tended his arms in reconcilement with his mortal 
enemy, had he been fo unfortunate as to have one ? 
But it would be unnecelfary to cite indances, as cer¬ 
tainly no proof will here be required, which could 
only be afforded by fuch as attended his difeourfes ; 
and every attentive hearer of him has felt in his own 
heart, how forcibly likewife in this refped the pa¬ 
thetic exhortations of Zollikofer wrought upon it. 
However it may not be amifs jud to quote a paffage 
from a very celebrated writer as it fo clofely relates 
to the point in hand: “ Qh, my beloved Zolliko¬ 

fer, what delightful experiences I am conftantly 
9 feeling 
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feeling of the truth of thofe leffons you delivered at 
Lcipfic; thofe truly ul'eful doctrines, which, difre- 
garding a cold and barren theology, inculcate wife 
and virtuous precepts, that warm and amend the 
heart. On quitting your auditory, the man of bu- 
fmefs forgets his vexations, pours his anxicti s into 
the bofom of friend (hip, furrenders his feelings to 
the charms of confolation, until his heart is dilated 
with new hopes and his inquietudes are lo far fuf- 
pended as to enable him to fuftain their return with 
fortitude, or to difpel them with courage. The llu- 
dious man abandons his recondite and laborious re- 
fearches, efcapes from the labyrinth, and finds in 
the innocent and fimple fatisfaefions of his family 
and dependants more real content and happinefs, 
than even art and fcience could afford him. — Men, 
in fhert, of every caff and character here find by 
degrees the mind’s bleft calm, and learn to put . a 
the pure fpirit of-the gofpel of Chrifl * .” 

And was it poffible that the politer parts of ici- 
ence, or the belles lettres, as they are called, uid 
not contribute their fhare towards thefe attainments 
in oratory ? It is well known that they are held 
in open contempt by fome of the learned, and are 
at leaft tacitly defpifed by others: but this fcience 
too in return takes a public revenge on its fcorners 
as often as they have to fpeak with warmth and ener¬ 
gy before their audiences. — 

* Ziramermann on Solitude. 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto but little has been faid of the particular 
circuinfiances in the life of our author j thefe, how¬ 
ever, will not detain us long. 

Shortly after he had completed his academical 
courfe, he obtained an cftablilhment as preacher in 
his own country, at Murten in the Pays de Vaud. 
But here he remained only a fhort time, having a 
call to a more confiderable place at Mondein in the 
Grifons. This congregation likewife had not the 
happinefs to poflefs him for a much longer period ; 
he being invited to Ifenburg as preacher there. Yet 
neither was this dation the theatre which providence 
had marked out for difieminating truth and happi¬ 
nefs extenfively around him, by his talents and his 
zeal. In the year 1758, at the age of eight and 
twenty, he was appointed one of the german preach¬ 
ers at the church of the evangelically reformed 
at Leipfick. It is not to be fuppofed that at this 
time he had arrived at that degree of perfection 
either in the compofition or delivery of his dif- 
courfes to which he afterwards attained and was 
conftantly farther attaining ; but which with the 
co-operation of fo many fortunate circumdances, 
both internal and external, it was not likely he 
fhould fail of reaching. A congregation confiding 
of perfons far fuperior in point of education and 
gentility to thofe of his former ftations; a city which 
for feveral ages pad has reckoned among its inha¬ 
bitants fo many people of learning and ingenuity, 
where confequently no fmall number of eyes are 
von. 1, a dire£te4 
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directed towards the profeffors of divinity, the 
whole amount of them not being fo large as that 
any one Ihould efcape obfervation ; the efpecial 
convenience of obtaining without difficulty the beft 
compofitions in every department of literature ; the 
friendffiip and efteem of fo many deferving profeff¬ 
ors of the univerfity, and among them the great 
Ernefti; an office in which he had only moderate 
labours to perform, not prevented by thofe trouble- 
fome functions which occupy fo much of the time 
of feveral intelligent and able preachers of that city, 
from giving his difeourfes that degree of perfection 
that he wifhed; and what is even more than all 
the reft, his own high fenfe of the importance and 
dignity of his office ; what might be expeCted from 
thefe propitious circumftances, in conjunction with 
Zollil.odr’s extraordinary talents; and what did 
they not efleCt ? The univerfal approbation he met 
with on the part of his numerous congregation 
from his very firft appearance there, conftantly 
augmented from day to day, and adhered to him to 
the very laft hour that he addrefled them. It is no 
ea r ) matter to afeertain the utility-a preacher pro¬ 
cures to a people by his pulpit difeourfes. The 
teftimony however of all that heard him is unani¬ 
mous in this, that they w'ere not only captivated 
with the found eloquence of his compofitions and 
delivery, but that they acquired from his difeourfes 
a great number of new ideas, that he illuftrated 
many others which they had found hitherto ob- 

feure, 
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fcure, that he corre&ed them of many prejudices, 
that he communicated to them many incitements 
to virtue till then unknown or not rightly viewed, 
and that the generality of his audience were greatly 
indebted to him in reference to their intelle&ual and 
moral improvement. It is not to be denied, that 
fome of his hearers, attracted principally by his 
commanding flow of eJbqucnce, in frequenting his 
difcourfes had no views of becoming wifer and 
more virtuous by them; but it can as little be 
doubted that evln they procured fome benefit, 
however inconfiderable, fince it is very probable., 
that otherwife they would never have attended 
on public worlhip at all. 

Several volumes of his excellent difcourfes have 
for fome years been in the hands of the public, and 
are in high and deferved repute wherever the ger¬ 
man language is underftood, by all perfons to 
whom religion and virtue are objects of ferious con¬ 
cent ; to which the number of editions they have 
gone through and that are continually publilhing, 
bear ample teftimony, as well as to the tafte and 
judgment of the times in compofitions of this na¬ 
ture. For whoever is defirous of reading fpiritual 
difcourfes, in which the truths of religion are de¬ 
livered free from falfe principles and rhetorical 
fophiftries, from all abftrufe fcholaftic fubtilties and 
controverfies, in the moil harmonious order, and 
In the nobleft expreffions, perfectly adapted to the 
fubjeft, with all that can excite a true cordial in- 
a 3 ten ft 
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tereft in it, in which fo many fatal prejudices are 
combated with the invincible arms of truth, in which 
the beauty and beatitude of virtue are reprefented 
in the mod glowing colours, in which the feveral 
incitements and means to the practice of it are 
clearly and perfuafively pointed out, wherein the 
value of fo many objects, which though feldom 
difeourfed of in the facred chair, yet have fo vaft 
an influence on human happinefs and human mifery 
are placed in the mod juft and perfpicuous point of 
view; in fliorr, if he would read purely for the 
fake of becoming wifer and happier, of progreflive 
virtue and approving heaven, what can he read 
better than the fermons of Zollikofer ? And if it 
be true that excellent models contribute more to¬ 
wards the forming of pupils in the art than the mod 
elaborate precepts ; it cannot be denied that Zolli¬ 
kofer has afforded exceedingly much in this refpecl 
likewife. A confiderable number of young mem¬ 
bers of the univerfity eagerly preffed to his dif- 
courfes, liftening to him, as may well be imagined 
with the utmoft attention, imperceptibly learning 
by example, how a fubjeft ftiould be ftudied and 
how it Ihould be handled, in order to contribute in 
any remarkable degree to the advancement of wif- 
dom and virtue among our fellow-creatures by the 
oratory of the pulpit. We may therefore indulge 
the pleating hope, that Zollikofer’s genius will con¬ 
tinue to operate not only throughout his native 
country, but likewife over many provinces of Ger- 

many, 
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many, through thefe his fcholars, diffeminating 
truth and happinefs among mankind to the lateft 
pofterity. 

Our worthy pallor, confidering that pfalmody 
and prayer form an eflential part of public worlhip, 
undertook to make a collection of fpiritual fongs for 
the ufe of his congregation on a plan more fuitable 
to the purpofe and more edifying than the old one. 
In this he availed himfelf of the advice and affift- 
ance of his judicious friends, both in regard to the 
improvement of the former where it was practi¬ 
cable, and to the proper felcction of hymns from 
the modern poets, particularly Gellert, Cramer 
and Kloppltock. This appeared in the year 1766. 
His difcourfes and prayers for the ufe of public 
and family worlhip were publiflied in 1777, and 
were followed in 1785 by his exercifes of devotion 
and prayers for the private ufe of reflecting and ju¬ 
dicious chriftians. 

As he excelled in his doCtrine, fo alfo did he ex¬ 
cel both in his focial and domeftic conduct. 

In humility and retirement, he purfued his path 
of life ; never wilhing to fhine, his only aim was to • 
be ufeful; becaufe in the exercife of that item vir¬ 
tue which he taught he found his fupreme delight. 
The poor and deftitute, efpecially thofe of his con¬ 
gregation, beheld in him a father and a friend; 
though his bounty was by no means confined to 
them, it alfo extended to thofe of other commu¬ 
nions, relieving them either by his own donations or 

a 3 through 
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through application to others. In this manner he 
did much good, far more than many of the rich, 
who indeed give liberally, but only fo much as they 
can fpare from their fuperfluity without milling it; 
and thefe a els of beneficence to which he was 
moved by the tendered: fympathies of our nature, 
were regulated by the prudent maxims of reafon 
aud religion, fo that his bounty partook of wifdom 
as well as of fenfibility. Numbers of people do much 
good in relieving the poor by their alms ; but there 
they flop, without confidering that everything in 
the world is not done by money. Zollikofer did 
incomparably more. His advice, his judgment, his 
intercefiion with others, his admonitions, his con- 
folation in misfortune were at the fervice of all who 
applied for them, and lie even went before their 
requefts. Young men defirous of knowledge, 
eagerly fought his acquaintance, and all thofe who 
enjoyed that benefit have honeftly confeffed that 
they derived from it material improvement both in 
heart and mind. Whatever he faid was true; every 
word he uttered might be'relied on as conveying 
the real fentiments of his heart; arrayed in the 
limple majelty of truth, he fought no other cover¬ 
ing : and never did he commend or approve from 
complaifance anything that was contrary to the con¬ 
viction of his own mind, or that he faw could not 
be approved upon the ftricteft rules of morality. 
His gravity was attractive and engaging, charity 
klelf was in its ftniles, his converfation entertain¬ 
ing* 
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ing, often animated, his equal cheerfulnefs ami¬ 
able and inoffenfive, and his raillery, in which he 
very rarely indulged, the mildeft poflible. To a 
very confiderable compafs of literary attainments and 
great brilliancy of imagination, were added in the 
character of Zollikofer, the molt undeviating rec¬ 
titude, the moft amiable difpofition, and the mod 
prepoffeffing manners. The whole tenour of his 
life was one pure, uninterrupted, captivating har¬ 
mony of virtue and the fweet enjoyment of the feli¬ 
cities arifing from it. Among his other fatisfac- 
tions he had that of being univerfally edeemed, as 
of neceffity it could not be otherwife. That happy 
mixture of ferioufnefs and dignity with gentlenefs and 
affability ; his own drift courfd of virtue combined 
with fb much indulgence and candour towards the 
failings of others; his heartfelt and firm conviction 
of the great truths he taught, which manifefted it- 
felf in all his actions, in the whole tenour of his 
converfation as well as in his difeourfes from the 
pulpit, without entertaining the flighted intolerance 
towards fuch as differed from him in opinion, or 
arrogating the fmalled fuperiority over thofe who 
poffeffed not the faculty of thinking for themfelves, 
or of fully comprehending every truth; his un¬ 
wearied zeal to lead his auditors to the rigorous 
exercife of virtue, in his demands however never 
difregarding the rights of humanity concerning 
what they could or could not do in thefe or the 
other circamdances; his impartial edimation of 

a 4 mankind, 
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mankind, juflly difcriminating the opinions and 
principles upon which they afted, carefully tracing 
out their good qualities, and heartily rejoicing in 
every advantageous difcovery of that nature — let 
the reader contemplate all this as combined in the 
character of Zollikofer, and then pronounce, whe¬ 
ther real undilfembled veneration, the general 
efteem of all ranks and claffes of perfons mull not 
as infeparably have attended his wifdom and virtue 
as the lhadow follows the fubllance. Even the 
wanton wit of thofe who in the judgments they pafs 
on the minilters of religion are not alhamed to fet 
afide the refpecl that is due from man to man, was 
awed into filence at the name of Zollikofer. 

Amidfl the evils arifing from the operation of 
outward circumllances, from which in the prefcnt 
world from the very fettlement and condition of 
it, no mortal is exempt, he Hill led a happy life : 
the wife man having the never failing fource of his 
happinefs within himfelf, is conftantly armed againft 
the ftrokes of worldly troubles; and even thefe, 
however great, are far lefs to him than to the ma¬ 
jority of mankind, fince the ideas he forms of them 
are totally different from theirs. 

He was twice married. His firfl: wife named 
Le Roy, was a lady of great u-nderltanding and 
confiderable attainments. He was extremely fond 
of her, and his congregation witnelfed the manly 
tears he Hied upon her grave. His fecond, of the 
family of Sechehay, at Leipfick, was an uncommon 

blefling 
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bleffing to him during the laft feven years of his 
life, and probably the world is indebted to her 
amiable and tender affiduities, for the prolongation 
of his life and his labours. Both marriages proved 
childlefs; providence, unqueftionably, for fome 
wife purpofes unknown to us, not difpenfing to the 
man who had thought and read fo much on the 
nurture and education of youth, and even written 
feveral valuable pieces on that fubject, the happi- 
nefs of applying his wife and excellent leifons to 
practice. 

For the fpace of a year before his death, feeling 
his faculties confiderably on the decline, and think¬ 
ing himfelf no longer able to fulfil the duties of hia. 
office to his own fatisfa&ion, he formed the rcfolu- 
tion to lay it down, and retire to the place of his 
nativity in Switzerland: but at the united requeft 
of his congregation, who affined him that they 
would willingly on his account content themfelves 
with a difcourfe from him every fortnight, he was 
induced to remain in his ftation. His health 
even feemed to improve during the fummer in 
confequence of his having paffed the intervals of 
his time in the country at the village of Gohlitz, 
not far from town. But in the following autumn 
it too plainly appeared that his recovery was only 
apparent. He ftill however attended on his paftoral 
fun&ions, though with the utmoft difficulty; 
till, at length, a few weeks before his death, he 
w^s obliged to apply for affi fiance to a foreign can- 
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didate for orders, who kindly look the charge of 
preaching upon him. His laft illnefs was extremely 
painful; yet ever faithful to his convictions, he 
bore his fufferings with the patience of a wife man 
who pofieffes the fpirit that refts upon itfelf, and 
the refignation of a chriftian, who looks beyond 
the grave and corruption to the world of retribu¬ 
tion. On the 22d of January, 1788, he gently 
fank into the arms of death, and was buried on the 
25th. The whole of his numerous congregation, 
together with fome hundreds of young ftudents of 
the univerfity, and numbers of his auditors of the 
lutheran communion, attended his body to the 
grave, with every token of unfeigned forrow. 


Serm. si. line I. read, like all other teachers. 
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SERMON I. 


Wherein the Dignity of Man confijls. 


Q OD, great and manifold are thy works in hea¬ 
ven and on earth: all abundant in wifdom 
and benignity ! Even we. Almighty, Allgracious, 
we alfo are the work of thy hands; and, of all 
the creatures of the earth, the foremoft, the molt 
glorious! Farmed after thy likenefs; capable of 
knowing thee, of loving thee, of having commu¬ 
nion with thee; capable of underftanding, of feel¬ 
ing, of enjoying all the beautiful works and all the 
effefts of kindnefs, which thou haft fo liberally 
diffufed throughout thy world, our abode ; of ele¬ 
vating our minds to thee, the primordial fount of 
beauty and perfection, of approaching ever nearer 
to thee, of attaining continually to a clofer and 
brighter refemblanctf of thee, and in thee of enjoy¬ 
ing ever purer fatisfaftion and felicity ! — God, 
what is man, that thou haft exalted him fo far 
above the other inhabitants of the earth, endowed 
him with fuch capacities and powers, allotted him 
this place in thy dominion, brought him fo near to 
von.a thy 
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thy fon Jefus and through him to thee, his father 
and oar father, and opened to him fuch profpeCts 
in remote futurity in all the glories of thy creation! 
God, what joy, what tranfports fhould it raife in 
our hearts that we are men; that we are thy chil¬ 
dren, thy image; that we are brethren of thy fon 
Jefus; that we are immortal, and may hope to 
become continually more perfect and continually 
more happy; with what gratitude, with what love 
towards thee, our creator, fhould it not imprefs our 
fouls; what lofty fentiments kindle in us; to what 
good and great actions incite us! — Oh that this 
grand, this blifsful fcntiment of our dignity and 
thy condefcending love were ever prefent with us 1 
Oh that it even now in a fuperior degree were 
active and effective in us, thoroughly pervaded and 
warmed us, and fo entirely took polfefilon of us, 
that it might never more by anything be weakened 
or fupprefied ! No, conftantly may we be imprefled 
with the noblenefs of our nature, our origin from 
thee and our high appointment, and conftantly 
think and live conformably with what we now are 
and can do, and what we hereafter fhall be and may 
perform! Blefs in this view our meditations on 
thefe important doftrines ; let thy fpirit ftrengthen 
and exalt our fpirits, that they may feel the whole 
value of their privileges and powers, and rejoice in 
their exiftcnce and their connection with thee i We 
afk it as the difciples of him, who taught us to ad- 
drefs thee as, Our father ? &c. 


PSALM 
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PSALM VIII. 5. 

Thou haft made him a little lower than the angels, and ftaft 
crowned Ijim with glory and honour. 

T^/JAN may be confidered in two different points 
of view, my pious hearers. In one we find 
him a very limited, feeble, defective being. Little 
fuperior, at belt, to the beads of the field, in many 
refpefts apparently below them: more circurn- 
fcribed, more impotent, more unhappy than they. 
Confidered in another light, he difcovers the faircft 
difpofitions, and the greateft capacities. Look at 
the effects of his external force; they indicate a 
being far more elevated than the inanimate or the 
brute creation. He performs aftions which excite 
and deferve univerfal admiration; but the opera¬ 
tions and prod ndions of his mind, are-evidences of 
his affinity with the Father of Spirits, and prove 
him to be, in a more exalted fenfe, the offspring 
of God. 

Confidered on one fide, human nature appears 
indeed a pitiable object. And they who thus view 
it, take all poffible pains to difmay ,us with deri- 
fion, by reprefenting our pretenfions to dignity as 
the fancies of an overweening pride. On the other 
fide, man teems to merit the greateft efteem and 
veneration. And fuch as regard him in this light, 
exalt him far above all furroundiitg creatures, make 
* b 2 him 
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him capable of every excellence,. and fitted for the 
higheft attainments. 

Now, on which fide, my devout audience, {hall 
we fontemplate man ? Doubtlefs, we fhould Rudy 
and underftand him on both, if we would judge 
rightly of the ends for which he was made; if wc 
would neither be prefumptuous through pride, nor 
difheartened by coqfcious abafement. -- 

It feems to me, however, as if human nature was 
not frequently enough confidered on its fair and 
advantageous fide; though it fhould oftener be fo 
than on the other. Limitations, weakneffes, de- 
feds, and imperfedions, cannot eafily be forgot¬ 
ten ; the fentiment of them is too painful and too 
importunate, and their baneful influence on our 
felicity is too multiform and too apparent to be de¬ 
nied. But talents that are not drawn forth, facul¬ 
ties that are not exerted, abilities that are not pro¬ 
duced in adion, or only operate in filence and 
obfcurity, may eafily be overlooked, may eafily be 
negleded. And then there is a vaft difference be¬ 
tween thefe two fides, both as to fcope and duration. 
Infirmities, weakneffes and imperfedions, which 
may be gradually correded, and, in part at leaft, 
be removed;. which belong not fo eflbntially to 
human nature, deferve not therefore fo much atten¬ 
tion, as capacities and faculties and prerogatives, 
which not only at prefent*greatly overbalance them, 
but are calculated to contiijtitjij for ever, and con- 
ftantly to effeduate greater perfedion and morn 

exalted 
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exalted happinefs. Certainly then the man that ac- 
cuftoms himfelf to confider human nature, rather 
on this fide than the other* will judge far more 
rightly, think far more nobly, a£t far better and 
more virtuoufly, than he who fuffers the fentiment 
of his meannefs and infirmity to be ever before him. 
Well then, my devout audience; we will chufe that 
point of view which proimfes us the moll advantage 
and the greateft happinefs. 

We will confider the dignity of man. I have 
often difcourfed to you of it before. Oft have I 
encouraged you to the fentiment and the affertion 
of it. But perhaps this comprehenfive term has 
not always excited the moll perfpicuous ideas in 
your mindi We will now more diftin&ly difcrimi- 
nate the leadihg particulars wherein it confifts. 

By the dignity of man, we are in general to un¬ 
derhand, whatever is eminently great and honourable 
in his nature* his fituation and his appointment; all 
that gives him an eminent value in the fight of God 
and of all intelligent beings. A dignity,which is 
grounded on his intrinfically noble and generous 
fentiments, ,his privileges and his powers, and is 
difplayed in the excellency of intellect and power of 
action peculiar to him. A dignity ^vhich forces 
from us fome fuch exclamations to the deity as thofe 
of the Pfalmift; Thou haft made him a little lower 
than the angels, and haft crowned him with glory 
and honour. 

Wherein then does the dignity of man confift 
or what gives him the dignity he has ? And how and 

b 3 whereby 
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whereby docs he exhibit his dignity ; or, what does 
it produce within him and without him ? — Thefe are 
the principal queftions we have now to anfwer. 

Underftanding, freedom, a&ivity, an always pro- 
greffive perfection, immortality, the relation in which 
he {lands to God, and to his, fon Jefus, the ftation 
he fills on the earth, and what he is and does in re¬ 
gard to all thefe : this cotnpofes the dignity of man j 
this gives him his eminently great worth. 

Man is ennobled by underftanding and reafon. 
Thefe form the fir ft and chief ground of his dignity. 
1 ’hefe exalt him far above all the other creatures of 
the earth. By thefe he is related to the pure intel¬ 
ligences of heaven ; by thefe he foars to the great 
eternal caufe of all. He is not altogether carnal, 
not altogether animal; not like the beafts of the 
field ad’. :efive to the earth ; not incapable like them 
of refilling the impulfes of external things. He 
can Sift his eyes on high, and roam in fpirit above 
terreftrial and vifible objects : he can contemplate 
himfelf; diftinguiffi himfelf from all the objects 
around him, and fecern his thoughts from that 
W'hich thinks within him; can diferiminate the paft, 
the prefent and the future, in the conceptions of hk 
capacious mind ; has an inward and clear confciouf- 
nefs of his exiftence and his operations; can inquire 
into the caufes and views of things, inveftigate their 
proportion and affinity to each other, view them in 
their connexions and in their confequences; and, 
from what he knows and fees, can judge in a thou- 
fand cafes of what he knows and fees not yet. And 
' ' how 
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how comprehenfive is his intellect! How far does 
his reafon venture, and how often does it fucceed irt 
its boldeft refearches ! Who can compute the mul¬ 
titude, the numberlefs multitude of ideas, of judge¬ 
ments, of conclufions, of remarks and obfcrvations 
which arife, which aflociate, accumulate, coalefce, 
concatenate, intermingle in the human mind, during 
its fhort fojourn on this terreflrial globe, and fupply 
it with matter for everlafting reflexion ? And what 
is there in the heaven above, or in the earth be- 
nfcath, in the fea, and in all deep places, in the 
vifible or the invifible world, in the region of pof- 
fibilities and realities, in the obfcurity of the pail 
and in the night of the future, what is there that 
does not excite the curiofity of the human min'd, 
that does not employ its faculties, that it does not 
endeavour to know, to fathom, to explain, to com¬ 
pare or to combine with What it already knows ? 
Allowing that it frequently miftakes, that it often 
takes appearances for reality, that it difcovers and 
knows comparatively but little, that in more than 
one refpcft it is totally ignorant: yet who can fail 
of perceiving the value of what it really does know 
and by its faculties perform; who the ftill greater 
value of its inceffant endeavours after what it knows 
not yet, and is not able to perform ? Who can be 
blind to the dignity which this confers on. man ? 

Liberty, my pious hearers, moral free agency, is 
another chara&eriftic of man j another fource of 
his dignity. While the fitn, the moon, the ftars 

b 4 and 
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and all the ho ft of heaven, move and aft and re¬ 
volve in the regions of fpace by mechanical laws 
unknown to them; while the anima.s blindly pur- 
fue their irrefiftible inftinfts, and are entirely de¬ 
pendent on impreflions from without; man. is not 
abfolutely fubjefted to thofe laws, nor impelled by 
thefe inftinfts. He can controul, alter, -or decline 
thofe laws in a thoufand different ways, in. regard to 
his motions and aftions : he can withftand, or 
totally furmount thefe inftinfts. He can confider, 
compare, feleft, refolve, execute his refolves, or 
relinquilh and change them for others. He diftin- 
guifhts truth from error, good from bad, and fem- 
blance from reality; fubmits not to be iinpofed on 
by every fpecious outfide, every deceitful luftre, 
every defirable or terrific appearance: he flops not 
at the prefent moment $ fees to the remoter confe- 
quences of things; and is neither heceflitated blindly 
to truft to the informations of his fenfes, nor impli¬ 
citly to follow his feelings as they arife. He chufes 
and does that which he apprehends to be right and 
good, and beft for the occafion; he rejefts and 
avoids that which he holds to be unjuft and wicked, 
or produftive of more harm than good ; and direfts 
himfeif in his choice and his conduft, by the percep¬ 
tions of his intelkft, by the light of his reafou. 
Thefe perceptions indeed may often deceive him; 
this light may fometimes lead him aftray. But then 
the way is not fhut to his return. He can difeover 
the fallacy, be aware of his error, repent of his 

choice, 
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choice, alter his conduct, and learn by thefe fad ex¬ 
periences to aft more prudently and freely for the 
future. He thus guides, direfts and governs him- 
felf, and in fome meafure likewife the external ob¬ 
jects around him. ‘Thus is he neither a blind effi¬ 
cient being in the fyftein of the univerfe, nor the 
Save of his own temperament, nor the fport of di- 
verfe outward caufes and cafual impulfes. Thus he 
does nothing but what he wills, and nothing can 
compel him to will anything but..what he at each 
refpeftive time holds to be the bell. And what a 
fpecial privilege does this give him over all the in¬ 
animate as well as the merely fenfitive but irrational 
creation I What a value, what a dignity mull all his 
determinations and aftions acquire from their being 
peculiarly his own determinations, his own aftions, 
the principles, aims, confiftency and conneftion 
whereof he knows, and can give an account of to 
himfelf and to others! How much -more valuable 
mull one good action of a man be, than the whole 
benign influence of the fun, unebnfeious of itfelf, and 
of all its effefts, diffufed throughout-the fyftem! 

Aftivity, the mod diverflfied, the mod indefati¬ 
gable aftivity, is a third charafteridic of man, a third 
fource of his dignity. Indeed everything in nature 
is incefiantly moving; the inanimate as well as the 
living, the animal no lei's than the rational world. 
Everything has force, and all force effects what it 
can and mud produce. Perfect ineptitude, immove¬ 
able floth, complete death, ieem to be excluded from 
the univerfe of God’s creation. But where fliall we 

find 
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that he is not capable of a&ing flill more powerful¬ 
ly and beneficially ? And when do his impulfes 
and endeavours to do fo ceafe ? Who in all thefe 
regards can fet bounds to the human mind, which 
k may not hope from its predifpofitions and abilities, 
and the will of its maker to tranfcend ? 

Is he not immortal ? Yes, man, and this is the 
fifth ground of his dignity, man is defigned for im¬ 
mortality. He is to continue without end, to live for¬ 
ever, to live eternally as a rational, free, extremely 
active being, as a being continually prefling towards 
perfection! — Immortality, my dear friends, ever- 
lafling life, w hat a prerogative, what a dignity! All 
the beauties of nature fhall fade and perilh, funs 
and ftars fhall lofe their luftrej the living founts of 
light fhall be exhaufled, the whole vifible world 
fhall be immerfed in night: but man furvives them 
all, and finds in himfelf, in the world of fpirits, in 
God the father of fpirits, far more than all the vifi¬ 
ble wo*ld can give. And where then are the limits 
that are to confine him, this ever-living, this ever- 
afting being ? What degree of light, what meafure 
of power, what rank of felicity fhall render him 
incapable of waiting in a flill brighter light, of 
obtaining flill greater powers, of enjoying flill 
purer blifs ? No, here no perfeCl flop, no fixt and 
immoveable point of perfection can be conceived^ 
No, everlafling tendency and travel forwards, ever- 
lafling improvement in all that is beautiful and 
good ^nd defirable, everlafling approximation to 

contaminate. 
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confummate, but ft ill unattainable perfe&ion: this 
is the appointment, this the glorious lot of man; this 
the greateft, fovereign dignity of a created being! 

Man is likewife, my brethren, and this adds in¬ 
finitely to his dignity, this fets it in its perfeft light, 
man is the image of God, he derives his defcent 
from the everlafting father, is his offspring and 
bears the vifible traces of his divine original and his 
fellowfhip with deity. His underftanding is a ray 
of divine intelligence; his power an efflux from 
that of the Almighty ; his a&ivity fomething fimi- 
iar to that of unwearied omnipotence; his capacity 
of becoming continually more perfect, is a capaci¬ 
ty of approaching inceffantly nearer to the divine 
nature; his immortality is a fimilitude of the inter¬ 
minable duration of the Eternal, and the means of 
obtaining an everlafting communion with him. As 
often as he conceives truth; as often as he wills 
and does good; as often as he perceives, admires 
and promotes order and’beauty ; as often as he dif- 
fufes love and joy and happinefs. around him: fo 
often does he conceive and will and effe& and feel 
and act in a godlike manner ; fo often does he pur- 
fue the work of hk crc ator and father; fo often 
does he promote the defigns of the fovereign being ; 
fo often does he obtain a tafte of pure divine felici¬ 
ty ‘ t and the more he does fo, the oftener he a£ts in 
this manner, the greater is his fimilitude with God, 
the brighter is the image of deity refplendent in 
him, the lefs are we able to miftake his origin from 

above. 
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above, and the dignity of his nature. It is then 
that God vifibly ads, as it were in him and through 
him j by him gives teftimony of the truth; inftru&s 
and reveals himfelf to mankind by hitn; by him 
maintains the caufc of virtue; by him fpeaks com¬ 
fort to the troubled foul; by him pours balm into 
the wounded heart; by him adminifters help and 
fupport to the wretched, diftributes bread to the 
hungry and gives ftrengtlt to the weak; by him he 
beautifies his world ; and through him diffeminates 
more life and joy. And to be fuch an mftrumenfc 
in the hand of God; to have fuch an affi inflation 
with him, the Allperfect, thus to approximate the 
divinity, and in a manner to be his fubftitute on 
earth : mud not this confer a great, or rather the 
greatefl dignity on man ? 

This brings him fo near to the only begotten of 
the Father, to his fon Jefus; this connects him fo 
clofely, fo intimately with him in whom the Father 
is well pleafed, whom he has conftituted Lord over 
all, and who is the confummate pattern of human 
perfection. And what a dignity does man acquire 
from his affinity with Jefus, whom he reveres as 
his reflorer and chief! To have him, the complete 
image of the Father, this reflex beam of divine 
effulgence, for his relation, his brother, his friend, 
his captain and leader, his lord ; to be as ftri&ly, 
as indiffolubly. united with him, as the members of 
the body are united with the head ; to be fo belov. 
ed of hitn as no friend ever loved another, or ean 

love 
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love him, to be fo unanimous with him, and to 
carry on the fame defigns, to work with him as he 
does with the Father; in more than one refpe& 
to reprefent him on the earth among mankind, 
and to profecute the work he there commenced; 
how much muft this exalt the dignity of man t 
What honour, what fplendor, what eminence muft 
it • give him! What may not creatures, whom 
God has fo highly favoured, expect at his hands! 
What degree of perfection and happinefs may not 
be attainable by them! 

Laftly confider man in his outward form, and in 
his relations to the earth. Confider the place he 
occupies upon the globe ; what he is and does with 
all its other inhabitants ; and in this regard alfo 
you cannot mifapprehend his dignity. See how he 
{lands erect and confcious, amidft all the inferior 
creatures; how exalted and preeminent he rifes 
above them ; how all proclaim him the fovereign 
of the globe gnd its inhabitants, the fubftitute 
of its author and the prieft of nature! With 
what a comprehenfive view does he furvey, diftri- 
butc, regulate, connect, and apprehend all furround¬ 
ing objects; pow darting .his eye from earth to 
heaven, and then looking down from heaven upon 
the earth with fentiments of delight; aiivdtionately 
cherifhing everything chat li r es and moves; his 
foft fufceptible heart expands to the innumerable 
ftreams of pleat ure r-*d delight, v^ich from all 
fides flow to meet dm, till he is rapt in the de¬ 
licious fentuuents of love and adoration! — 

How 
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How graceful, how auguft his port! How fig- 
nificant and expreflive every lineament of his face, 
every attitude, every movement of his perfon! 
What emphafis in the language of his eye ! Ilis 
whole foul appears in one glance of it, and with 
an irrefiftible energy at one time commands reve¬ 
rence, at another fubmiffion and obedience, and at 
another love ; now infpiring courage and refolution, 
then pleafure and fatisfa&ion in all about him! 
How often by a look does he difarm malice, defeat 
the fchemes of injuft ice, drive forrow from the 
bread: of the mourner, and dart life and heavenly 
joy where darknefs and diftrefs prevailed. Who 
can here avoid perceiving the dignity, the majefty 
of man! — 

And who can deny, that all things on earth re¬ 
late to man, that all are animated, beautified, dif- 
pofed, connected as means of human happinefs, and 
for the glory of God ? How extenfivefy do the 
influences and operations of man, either mediately 
or immediately prevail; what tributes does he exact 
from the very elements and the latent powers of 
nature ! And what revolutions and transformations 
does he produce! What defert fo wild but be¬ 
comes a paradife by his prefence and induftry; and 
what paradife is not rendered more paradifaical by 
his refidence and culture ! Reprefent to yourfelf 
the earth without mankind, without intelligent crea¬ 
tures, and wh§t do you difeover ? Certainly ftill 
inany great beauties ; but more favage than gentle, 
more tremendous than delightful beauties; ftill 
3 indeed 
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indeed much life, but life without confcioufnefs, 
without reflection, without appropriate enjoyment, 
without reference to the author of it. No, nature 
is beautiful, enchantingly beautiful ; hut man 
adorns it, collects about him the fingly fcattered 
beauties, and fees and feels, and enjoys and delights 
in them. Nature is fruitful, inexhauftibly fruitful; 
but man improves her fertility, guides it, and gives 
it the mod generally ufeful direction. Nature is full 
of life; but man diverfifies, elevates and refines that 
life, and is happy in the enjoyment of it. Thus is he 
the lord of this part of the creation ; the prieft of na¬ 
ture, from whofe heart, from whofe lips the thankf- 
giving and praife of all inanimate and living crea¬ 
tures, afccnd to heaven; the central point in which 
all that furrounds him unite, and all attain their end. 

-Would you eftimate his powerful and benign 

influence on all things, my pious hearers, only com¬ 
pare the regions inhabited by man with thofe where¬ 
in he has not fixed his abode; compare the euro- 
pean and afiatic luxuriance of gardens and fields, 
with the wilds of America. Here nature languifhes 
for want of cultivation : there plenty and joy meet 
the traveller with fmiles. Here impenetrable forefts, 
and vaft impafiable marlhes cover the earth; its 
undirected and ufelefs fertility, ftifles and deftroys 
itfelf; and peftilential exhalations obfcure its fur- 
face : there the fun, unimpeded, diffufes its light 
and heat; the waters flow in pleafant ftreams; the 
vol. 1. c noifome 
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noifome vapours are difperfed ; the winds are ad¬ 
mitted to refrefh and purify the atmofphere ; and 
the weeds are eradicated from among the ufeful 
plants. Where man is not and does not ad, there 
are tracklefs waftes; there chill floth and fullen 
filcnce and horrid death prevail: where man ap¬ 
pears, where he lives and ads, there he makes him 
paths, there he decks the earth with flowers and 
fruits, there the air brings health and ftrength and 
fragrant odours with it, there he animates and glad¬ 
dens all, there is heard the lowing of the herds and 
the expreffive joyfulnefs of man. And how much 
more beautiful, more glorious is nature now ; how 
rich and beneficent under the guiding hand, and 
the genial attentions and culture of man! Ail is 
now the mirror of the deity, the fchool of wifdom, 
the fource of pleafure, the means of exercife and 
perfedion, the foretafle of purer joys and high¬ 
er happinefs! How conneded now is the vifible 
with the invifible, the prefent with the future, the 
terreftrial world with the world of fpirits, and the 
creature with the creator! — 

And man, my devout auditors, who efleds and 
produces all this ; man, who poffefies fitch an un- 
derftanding, fuch liberty, fuch adivity, fuch capaci¬ 
ties for progrefllvely increafmg perfedion ; a being 
immortal; a being in the fimilitude of God j fo in¬ 
timately united with his fon Jefus Chrift, and fuf- 
taining fuch a part upon the globe, and filling fuch 
a charader in regard to the other creatures: mull 

not 
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not man poflfefs great dignity, a pre-eminent value 
in the fight of God and of all thinking beings ? 

Oh judge then more juftly of mankind, judge 
more juftly of thyfelf, thou, who probably only be- 
holdeft thyfelf on the fide of weaknefs and imper¬ 
fection, and confidereft not the fuperiority and the 
excellency of thy nature! Treat mankind, and 
treat thyfelf conformably with truth. Debafe not 
the human race, under pretence of exalting their 
fovereign and father, God ; and when thou fpeak- 
eft of the corruption and mifery of man, forget not 
however that he is the work of the Almighty’s 
hand, that the ignominy of the creature can never 
refleCt honour on the creator; forget not, that dim- 
nefs of fight is not total blindnefs, that (hades give 
relief to light, that great mifufe of power implies 
great power, that the firft a£t of life is not the 
whole of life, that the tottering, feeble infant will 
arrive at manhood, and then will accomplifli much ; 
and that the God, who, on the revifion of all that 
he had made, pronounced it good, and beheld it 
with delight, will certainly conduCt all to its proper 
end, to the fummit of perfection. 

No, apprehend and recognize thy dignity, thy 
faculties, thy privileges, o man, and apprehend 
and recognize them with a cheerful and a grate¬ 
ful heart! It is not imagination, it is not pride ; 
it is confcioufnefs founded on truth j and this 
fenfe of thy dignity will not elate thee with 
pride, fo long as thou retained it, fo long as 

c 2 thou 
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thou canft lift thine eyes and raife thy mind to 
him who has given thee thefe ablities, thefe prero¬ 
gatives, who gives thee them afrefli at every mo¬ 
ment, and to whofe glory thou Ihouldft be and do all 
that thou art and doft. No, apprehend and recog¬ 
nize the whole value of thy intelligent nature, the 
whole worth of thy fuperior talents and capacities 
and powers ! Elfe canft thou not ufe them worth¬ 
ily ; canft not become, not do, not enjoy, that 
which thou mayft become and do and enjoy ac¬ 
cording to thy nature and thy appointment; elfe 
canft thou not render thy creator the gratitude, nor 
perform the fervice to thy fellow-creatures, which 
thou oweft to him and to them. No, thou muft 
be refpedable to thyfelf, and all men muft be re- 
fpe&able to thee. Each is an important, a necef- 
fary link in the chain of things; each a moft fer- 
viceable, indifpenfable being, on which all ads, and 
which reads on all; whofe influence, however con- 
traded the fphere of it may feem, is immenfely 
large, and its adivity continuing for ever. 

But let not the proper fenfe of thy dignity be an 
ibftrad: apprehenfion of thy mind. Let it animate 
all thy fentiments, expand and warm thy heart, 
and difplay itfelf in all thy adions. Think juftly 
and greatly; a& freely and generoufly; be conftant- 
ly more and more a&ive in juftice and beneficence; 
purfue unremittedly higher perfedion; live as a 
creature that is not wholly to die ; that is to live 
forever; endeavour to acquire daily a clofer afti mi- 

lation 
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lation with God, and to approach nearer to the 
exprefs image of him, his fon Jefus Chrift; fulfil 
the functions appointed thee on earth, there aft and 
rule with wifdom and benignity, and continually dif* 
feminate more life and joy arid happinefs around 
thee. So wilt thou do honour to mankind, and 
to God their creator and father, and incontrover- 
tibly evince, that God has crowned thee with glory 
and honour, and has made thee lower than the 
angels only for this period of time. 



SERMON II. 


What is in Oppofition to the Dignity of Man. 


^OD, thou haft done much, infinitely much 
for us thy creatures and children ! Thou haft 
crowned us with glory and honour, endowed us 
with fpecial privileges, and haft made us but little 
inferior to the blefled intelligences of heaven! 
What grand predifpofitions, what extenfive ca¬ 
pacities and powers do we not difcover in our 
nature! And what means, what incitements to 
the expanfion and ufe of them does not thy kind 
providence daily grant us! how much good might 
we not do and enjoy; how wife, how virtuous, how 
happy even now be and become, if we thought and 
acted ever fuitably to the dignity and the preroga¬ 
tives which thou haft conferred upon us! O hea¬ 
venly father, how ought we to be afhamed before 
thee and before ourfelves, that we are not wifer, 
not better, not happier: that we fo llowly advance 
towards the perfection to which thou haft made us 
capable of attaining; that we affert not more worthily 
the honour pf humanity! Ah, many of us even 
•* wander 
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wander ever farther from thee and from the true end 
of their creation, debafe themfelves ever lower by 
follies and fins, and render themfelves continually 
more unworthy of the rank and ftation which thou 
haft afligned them ! Ah, {till much darknefs, much 
thraldom, much doth and reluctance to good, 
much neglect and much rnifufe of abilities, dill 
many low fentiments and aCtions degrade us men, 
the glorious work of thy hands ! We lament 
that we are fo deeply fallen from our dignity, and 
have fo much obfcured the ludre of thy image 
in us ! Oh that we might all rife front this depth 
of guilt and mifery, and be renewed after thy like- 
nefs ! The fentiment of our fullied dignity is not 
yet entirely fupprefled in our hearts ! Delires and 
endeavours after higher improvement yet frequently 
remind us of our origin from thee, of our affinity to 
thee, of what we might be and become! Oh do thou 
thyfelf ftrengthen and quicken by the influences of 
thy fpirit, this generous fentiment in our breads! 
Let thefe defires after fuperior attainments ever be¬ 
come more ardent, thefe endeavours more conti¬ 
nued and efficient! Refcue our fpirits from the do¬ 
minion of fenfuality,* raife them above everything 
that is earthly and vifible, bring them ever nearer 
to thee, their creator and father, ancj let them fftek 
and find in thee their fovereign perfection and feli¬ 
city ! Blefs our meditations on thofe truths that are 
intended now to roufe and inyigorate our minds. 

c 4 Let 
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Let us willingly receive and retain them in a good 
heart. All this we implore of thee in the name of 
thy fon Jefus; and confiding in his promifes, we 
further addrefs thee in the words which he taught 
us to ufe when we pray unto thee: Our father, 
&c. 


psalm viii. 6 . 

Thou haft made him a little lower than the angels, and haft 
crowned him with glory and honour. 

T HE greater man’s dignity is, my pious hearers, 
the more ftrongly is he bound to affert' it, and 
to think and ad in conformity to it. The greater 
his dignity, the more does everything that is in op¬ 
position to it, that lefiehs or obfcures its fplendour, 
debafe and degrade him. Better, far better is it, 
my dear friends, to fill the Ioweft place, than to be 
exalted above others, and to difgrace onefelf by low 
Sentiments and Shameful aftions; better, far better, 
to live in obfcurity and be loft in the crowd, 
than to be confpicuous beyond, others, and to 
walk in the light, but ;by erPor, folly, and vice, 
to betray a greater love for darknefs : better, far 
better, to have meaner capacities and abilities, than 
great capacities and abilities to mifapply them, or 
not to ufe them at all: better, far better, to pof- 
fefs no privileges, than to fully them by unworthy 

behaviour, 
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US 

behaviour, or forfeit them by negligence. And 
may not this be the cafe with numbers of mankind, 
and poffibly with fome among us, my pious hearers ? 
We enjoy fpecial privileges, as men, great capaci¬ 
ties and abilities: we difplay a fuperiaBity in various 
ways, over the other inhabitants of the earth: we 
fill a more elevated rank on the fcale of bang, live 
and aft in a higher and a larger fphere than they: 
we are endowed with a certain noble grandeur, a 
peculiar dignity which exalts us far above every 
thing about us. No one that has impartially con- 
fidered the nature and the deftination of man, and 
knows and has a proper fenfe of himfelf, is able to 
contradict this faCfc. RecolleCt only our laft confi- 
deration of this fubjeCb Which of us then did not 
recognize the dignity of man, did not admire it, did 
not rejoice in it ? But how feldom is it difplayed in 
its perfeCt purity, in all its luftre! How oft is it veil¬ 
ed, like the fun, with thick and murky clouds, or ob- 
fcured by the impenetrable opacity of matter! How 
often does man forget, belie, and debafe his dignity!- 
How often does he think and aCt in fuch a manner as 
if he were not that reafonable, that free, that aCtive, 
that emulative, that immortal, that godlike creature; 
as if he were not the wife and beneficent ruler of 
the earth, the pious priefl of nature; but e'xaCtly 

the reverfe of all this! And how low mull it de« 

♦ 

grade him in the eyes of all intelligent creatures, 
how low in his own, when he compares what he is 
and does, with what he might be and is able to do! 

Would 
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Would he but frequently make theft comparifons, 
and not decline the falutary lharne and confufion it 
muft neceffarily produce! My prefent defign is to 
facilitate this bufmefs to fuch of you as are fallen 
from your d%nity, or have much leffened or ob- 
fcured it by your fentiments aqd your conduct. To 
this end, I fhall fhew you what is derogatory to 
the dignity of man. Let every one compare his 
own fentiments and his own behaviour with it; 
judge them both with ftrict impartiality; not 
quickly turn away his eyes from thofe things 
which deform and debafe him, and which he muft 
now feel to degrade and difgrace him; but by 
thefe painful recolle&ions let him rouze and apply 
himfelf as foon as poffible tct become what he is not 
yet, and immediately to fet about doing what he 
has hitherto left undone! 

Intelligence and reafon ennoble mankind ; he 
therefore ads derogatory to his dignity, he debafes 
and degrades himfelf, when he negle&s to cultivate 
his underftanding, and his reafon, when he ne- 
glefts to ufe them to thofe purpofes for which 
they were given him by the creator; when truth 
and error, femblance and reality, are things in¬ 
different to him, when he is contented with fewer 
or with inferior attainments and perceptions, than 
fuch as he might acquire by his abilities, by his 
capacities, by his ftation, by the peculiar means and 
opportunities he has or may have to .that end. — 
Where is then your dignity, how does your noble- 

nefs 
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nefs appear, you who avoid that retirement and filence 
which is fo favourable and generally fo indifpenfable 
to refle&ion ; you who benumb your intellect by an 
unceafing round of diffipation, diftra&ion and tu¬ 
multuous amufement; who fo feldom attain to any 
clear, inward confcioufnefs of yourfelves and your 
condition; who fo feldom exercife yourfelves in 
confideration or refledtion j turn your thoughts con- 
ftantly more without than within; exilt more by the 
opinions and judgments of others, than live in that 
felf-fentiment which is the neceffary concomitant of 
habitual meditation ? Where is your dignity, how 
does your noblenefs appear, you who reft merely in 
what you fee and hear and feel, who fo feldom 
inquire into the caufes and reafons and views of 
things; and, like the beafts of the field, are folely 
occupied in enjoying the prefent, forgetful of the 
paft and lofing fight of the future ? Where is your 
dignity, how does your noblenefs appear, you, who 
find it fo difficult to raife yourfelves above vifible 
and earthly things, who fo foon feel fatigued and 
difgufted with any.ferious refleftion on God and reli¬ 
gion, on duty and virtue, on death and immortality, 
on the appointment and the great concerns of man ; 
to whom rational exercifes of devotion, that nobleft 
elevation- of the human mind, afford fo little nutri¬ 
ment and pleafure, and who are more delighted 
with what alfects and flatters the fenfes, thart with 
any communications with the fpiritual world, and 
with God, the father of fpirits? Where is your 

dignity, 
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dignity, how does the noblenefs of your nature ap- 
pear; you, who, with the belt means and opportuni¬ 
ties of inveftigating and thinking for yourfelves, only 
think as others think and talk as others talk; who 
allow yourfelves to be governed merely by the 
prejudices of education, of appearance, of falhion, 
who blindly embrace and revere every prevailing 
opinion; who are conftantly whirled about in the 
fame narrow circle of falfe, obfcure and extremely 
defective conceptions and notions ; who ftifle your 
natural curiofity ; who neither feek nor acquire any 
better information; who remain ignorant in regard 
to fo many important matters, and probably even 
applaud yourfelves for your ignorance; and there¬ 
fore in general take fo little pains to cultivate^your 
underftanding, and to enlarge and correct your 
knowledge ? Is not this egregioufly to miftake, to 
difown and negleft your nobleft privileges ? 

Would you maintain your dignity, you mull ufe 
the underftanding and the reafon which the creator 
has granted you, and whereby he has fo far exalted 
you above the other inhabitants of the larth; culti¬ 
vate them with care; let the expanfion, the invigo¬ 
rating, and the higher flight of your mind be at leaft 
as momentous a concern to you, as the nouriftiment 
and the embellifliment of your perfon; exercifc your 
refledion on all that you fee and do; conftantly 
retain the»clear confcioufnefs of yourfelf, and avoid 
everything which blunts and fuppreffes that fenti- 
ment; reft not in the femblances of things, in their 

outward 
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outward appearance, their firft apparent effeXs; 
ftrive to find out their real quality, dive into their 
origin, into their views and their defigns, confider 
them in their connexions and confequences; direct 
frequently your eyes and your heart upwards, raife 
them to the firft eternal cjiufe of all things, keep up 
your fclofe correfpondence with the father of fpirits, 
and thereby perform what no other creature on this 
terreftr\al globe can do; let not fenfuality ever 
weigh down your fpirit to the earth ; let not floth 
ever hinder you from inveftigating the truth; and 
be faithful in the ufe of all the means which provi¬ 
dence affords you, to the reXification of your per¬ 
ceptions, and the increafe of your knowledge. 

Farther, whatever, my pious hearers, oppofes the 
freedom of man, whatever contracts and prevents its 
ufe, militates againft the dignity of man; difhonours, 
debafes him, and renders him unworthy of the ftation 
he occupies among the creaturesof God. But are you 
indeed free; do you maintain by your freedom the 
dignity of man, you who cannot withftand the im- 
preffions, the charms, any ftronger impulfe of ex¬ 
ternal objeXs, who do only what is agreeable to your 
eyes and delightful to your heart; you who never 
ret ufe or rejeX, or cannot refute and rejeX without 
confliX and violence, what pleafes your palate, flat¬ 
ters your fenfes, or gratifies your animal appetites ? 
— Are you frqp, do you maintain by your freedom 
the dignity of man, you who fcarcely ever fee with 
your own eyes, fcarcely ever aX from your own 

perfuafions. 
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perfuafions, who have fcarce any fettled principles, 
and follow no fixed rule in your conduct; you who 
are blindly fwayed by the prevalence of cuftom, the 
tyranny of faihion, and the force of example; are 
conftantly inquiring after, and conftantly directing 
yourfelves by, what is held to be true and beautiful 
and right and good, more than by what is really 
and intrinfically true and beautiful and right and 
good ? — Are you free, do you maintain by your 
freedom the dignity of man, you who fuffer your¬ 
felves to be dazzled by the luftre of gold, the fplen- 
dour of ftation, therichnefs of drefs, to be captivated 
by every fair appearance, to be deluded by every 
impofture, to be deceived by every pretence, to flart 
at every chimera of the fancy, to follow every fyren 
voice; and are unable to furmount any confiderable 
impediment in your way, to withftand any not ab- 
folutely common temptation to ill ? —- Are you free, 
do you maintain by your freedom the dignity of man, 
you whofe love and hatred, whofe hope and fear, 
whofe joy and forrow, whofe good and ill humour, 
whofe opinions and refolves, whofe whole behaviour 
in general depends almoft entirely on outward 
things; almoft on every extrinfic accident, on every 
company, on every flight alteration in the body or 
in the weather, fo as one while to make you think 
thus, and at another otherwife; who are fo feldom 
in agreement with yourfelves, fo feldom do that 
which you had refolved to do, and negleft that 
which you kad determined to negleft ? — Are you 
free, do you maintain by your freedom the dignity 

of 
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of man, you who are in bondage to vice; who fuffer 
yourfelves to be fo tyrannized by fome bafe unwor¬ 
thy paflion, that you follow its impulfes with implicit 
obedience, comply with its orders to do things at 
which your heart revolts, which your reafon and 
confcience condemn ? — Are you free, do you 
maintain by your freedom the dignity of man, you 
who difown the rights of mankind, and their natu¬ 
ral equality; who obfequioufly bow down before 
greatnefs and power, who implicitly revere their 
opinions, juftify their actions, and fubmit to their 
commands; who tremble at every frown, at every 
threat of the mighty; who purchafe their favour 
by cringing flattery, by criminal complacency, and 
are entirely dependent on the looks and caprice of 
feeble mortals ? — 

No, your freedom, that noble, that ineftimable 
privilege of man, is gone, at lead extremely im¬ 
paired, entirely obfcured; is rather natural temper 
and capacity, than an operative, a&ive energy. Ye 
are Saves, flavcs to the fenfes, Haves to accident, 
flaves to men, Saves to your lulls and appetites ; 
and, while this is your condutfl, you reduce your¬ 
felves to the level of the beads of the field, and the 
dignity of- man is fcarcely difcemible in you ; only 
now and then a feeble ray of your luflre appears 
through the thick cloud by which it is eclipfed. 
Would you have it Ihine forth again in all its fplen- 
dour ? Oh then break the chains of that bondage 
by which fenfuality holds you captive; make ufe of 

the 
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the refleftion which the creator has given you; 
learn to aft with thought and confideration j truft 
not to the firft impreffions of things, to the firft 
cravings that ftir within you ; in all your determi¬ 
nations confult experience, reafon, and the revealed 
will of God; hearken to the voice of your con* 
fcience; and never aft againft your own conviftion, 
never in oppofition to what you muft acknowledge 
to be right and fit. Endeavour to acquire a cer¬ 
tain firmnefs and confiftency in your thoughts, 
your inclinations, your aftions; which is the 
foundation of all true liberty, the completed fecu- 
rity againft all fervility and bondage, an infallible 
feature of human dignity. 

If that natural aftivity, which is conftantly more 
or lefs operative in man, and can never be entirely 
deftroyed, be another charafteriftic feature of his 
dignity; then thirdly everything muft be contrary 
to it which enervates, fupprefles, enthrals, or gives 
it a perverfe and pernicious direftion. And what 
numberlefs faults are men guilty of in this refpeft, 
by which they debafe themfelves, and difhonour 
their nature! On one hand’, are men who fedu- 
louily avoid all attentive and ferious refleftion, all 
exertion of their bodily or mental powers, all inquiry 
that demands any trouble, any pains, or any deep 
inveftigatioh; who fhudder as it were at any labour, 
at any intricate bufinefs, at any confiderable under¬ 
taking ; always fmagining themfelves to be weaker 
than they are, almoft entirely neglefting to ufe their 
faculties for fear of exhaufting them; and to the 
9 remoteft 
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remoteft danger of injuring their lives or health, of 
giving up the flighteft conveniences, facrifice every 
duty and every opportunity of doing good, and of 
being ufeful to the community ; who are ever pant¬ 
ing after reft, and feek their felicity in idlenefs or 
in paffively fubmitting the mind to the impreffions 
which it receives, and to be a&ed upon by out¬ 
ward obje&s; are governed by accidents, and pleafe 
themfelves in the idea of it, without counteracting 
them, and giving as readily and as much as they 
are fain to receive; men, who complain, and 
probably arraign the conduct of providence, be- 
caufe man is ordained to eat bread in the fweat 
of his brow; becaufe all he has is to be ac¬ 
quired, purchafed, earned and extorted by painful 
induftry; becaufe he has fo many obftacles to fur- 
mount, fo many difficulties to encounter, fo many 
foes to contend with, in his way to peace and hap- 
pinefs, becaufe he muft often watch and think and 
confider and provide for himfelf and for others. —- 
Some again there are who employ and wafte their 
powerful impulfe to aCtion, that excellent energy 
that ftirs within them, wherewith they might do fo 
much good to themfelves and to others, in mere 
trifles; ever bUfied, ever turmoiling, and yet bring 
nothing to effect, nothing that is worthy of them, 
nothing that might be ufeful to fociety, nothing the 
memory whereof might folace and reward them 
after death; men, who, as if they were always 
children, tfifip and loiter and fport and fquander 
vol. i, d away 
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away their whole lives, employed folely in what 
relates to the decoration of their perfons, to the 
difplay of their exterior attractions, to figuring in 
the fafhionable circles, acting a fhining part in fo- 
ciety, and thus neglecting their moft important 
concerns. — Others there are, who are very active, 
hut aftive in wickednefs; who bring much to pafs, 
but feldom any good; who fow peftilential feeds on 
all Tides, lay ftumbling-blocks in the way of inno¬ 
cence, fpread fnares for unfufpefting integrity, dif- 
turb domeftic and focial harmony, fan or feed the 
fire of difeord, meddle with all things and perplex 
them all; who, from a mifplaced activity, would do 
everything themfelves, and thereby prevent others 
from doing it better. — 

Ye who think and' aft in this manner, who fo fup- 
prefs your propenfity to aftion, or give it fo wrong 
a direftion, awake from your flumbers, be afhamed 
of your floth, if you would affert the dignity of 
your nature. At prefent your life is no more than 
a dream; you can have no rational joys; you pof- 
fefs your eminent powers in vain, or frufirate their 
ends by milapplication. To live like a man, means, 
to ufe our aftivity, to be confcious of our aftions, 
and to do as much good as we can. To reft, like a 
man, does not mean to be idle, does not imply in- 
aftion, but to turn from lcvere to lighter employ¬ 
ments, and to rejoice in the fuccefs of the com¬ 
pleted tafk. Would you not vegetate like the plants, 
not exift like the inferior animals, but live like 

rational 
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rational creatures, and enjoy that honourable repofe 
which is worthy of man; be active, and augment 
your induftry, but be a&ive and induftrious in 
virtue; lead a bufy life, but be bufy in beneficence; 
ufe and improve your faculties till they be indefa¬ 
tigable, and decline not the greateft exertions when 
duty and humanity demand them of you. 

If the capacity of ever advancing, and of ever 
attaining to greater excellence, be a fourth prero¬ 
gative of man, then muft everything be in oppo- 
fition to his dignity that impedes the expanfion of 
that capacity, that checks him, that puts him back, 
or fatigues and difpirits him in his ftruggles for 
higher attainments. And with what numbers of 
people, my pious hearers, does this capacity remain 
nothing but capacity! How few unfold and bring 
their powers into action as much as they might and 
ought! Or, is that to ftretch forwards, is that 
properly to evolve our capacity of progreffively 
advancing in perfcction, when we are fo eafily fatis- 
fied with what we know, what we can do, and what 
wc perform; when we indeed prefer the good to 
the bad, but fo feldom the better to the good; 
when we reckon ourfelves fufficiently wife fo foon 
as we in feme fort underftand the bufinefs of our 
ftation and calling, and have learnt to act our part 
with tolerable decency in focial life : when wc ima¬ 
gine ourfelves virtuous and pious enough, fo long 
■ as we keep from open tranfgreffions, from heinous 

d 2 vices. 
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vices, and flagrant enormities j when we forbear 
to laugh at religion, while we regularly frequent 
the public worfhip, and maintain the character of 
all honeft irreproachable man; while we confine 
our beneficence merely to almfgiving, to the cufto- 
mary marks of courtefy and friendthip, but are 
loth to facrifice anything, or abridge ourfelves in 
the flighted inftance for others, from a generous 
and a beneficent fpirit? Is that to be called 
ftretching forward, is that to be called properly to 
unfold our capacity of a progreflive perfection, and 
thereby maintaining the honour of the human fpe- 
cies, when we are afraid of being wifer and better 
than others, of (hewing our fuperiority by a founder 
judgment, nobler fentiments, and a purer virtue > 
when we will not venture to leave the common, 
the beaten track, will not rife above prevailing pre¬ 
judices and cuftoms, from a dread of being charged 
with affeftation and Angularity, and are contented 
to regulate and model ourfelves by others, and 
commonly by people of moderate talents and feeble 
hearts ? Is that to be termed ftretching forwards, 
is that to be called properly to expand our capacity 
of progreflively tending to perfection, when we 
fuffer every obftade we meet with on the path of 
perfection, every unfuccefsful attempt, every trip, 
any privation of outward things, #ny petulant fneer 
of the fool, any infipid jeft of the toppling to deter us 
from the porfuit of our objeCt, or make us forfake, 
that path ? 



THE DIGNITY OF MAN. 37 

No, would you likewife in this refpccl main¬ 
tain the dignity of your nature, my dear friends, 
allow neither your own indolence nor the example 
of others, to have any arbitrary controul over you. 
Never think that you are wife and virtuous and 
pious enough, that you have already done good 
enough, and have rendered fervice enough to the 
world; regard no height of krfowledge, of wifdom, 
of virtue and piety as abfolutely unattainable; and 
reckon what you already know, already poffefs, 
already can do, and already have done, as little in 
comparifon of what you ftill may know and at¬ 
tempt and attain and perform. To be all and to 
do all that man is capable of doing and becom¬ 
ing, and to perform whatever depends on human 
ftrength, be that the exalted, the glorious object 
of your ftedfaft endeavours; an objett to which 
you will be ever approaching, but which you will 
never completely attain! 

Then you are immortal, my dear friends, and 
this likewife gives you a dignity which eminently 
raifes you above the whole inanimate and tranfitory 
creation. Oh, beware of everything that is at 
variance with this your dignity, or may tarnifh the 
luftre of it! Thou art immortal, o man, thou fhalt 
continue, thou fhalt live, thou fhalt be happy for 
ever ; and doll thou ftill confine thy views to the 
prefent, doft .thou care only for the moments of 
this fhort terreftrial life, doll thou with thy whole 
heart depend on what is tranfient and earthly, and 

X) 3 feek 
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feek thy whole felicity in things which death will 
ravifh from thee, which are lent thee only for fome 
few days or hours! Thou art immortal; thou 
lhalt continue for ever, live for ever, be happy for 
ever; and doft thou Hill live fo, as if thou wert 
altogether flelh, altogether to fee corruption ; as if 
thou hadlt nothing to hope for, and nothing to fear 
beyond the grave; ^ if no judgment and no retri¬ 
bution, no reward and no punifhment awaited thee; 
as though thy prefent conduct flood in no con¬ 
nexion with thy future lot! Thou art immortal; 
thou fhalt fubfift ' for ever, live for ever, be happy 
for ever; and ftill doft thou fo little in regard to 
the future! And ftill doft thou fo feldom facrifice 
the deceitful pleafures of the prefent moment to the 
abiding felicity of heaven! And yet doft thou fo 
frequently complain of that which educates and 
prepares thee for that 'fuperior ftate! And yet 
docs every misfortune fo eafdy overfet thee! And 
yet does every privation of earthly things as deeply 
affeX thee as if thou hadft no other and no greater 
fatisfaXions to expeX! And ftill doft thou tremble 
at the approach of death, which is to put thee in 
pofieflion of fuch great felicity! And ftill doft thou 
fhudder and ftart at the fight of the yawning grave, 
as if thou and all thy comforts were there to be 
abforbed and annihilated for ever! What incon- 
fiftency! What felf-degradation! Doft thou thus 
think and aX conformably with the dignity of a 
creature exalted far above the dull, of an immortal 

being ? 
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being ? Arc thefe the judgments, fentiments, af¬ 
fections, concerns, fatisfadions, cares, folicitudes, 
befitting a man who has i'uch profpeds before him, 
who has an everlalting life in view ? 

No, wouldfc thou iupport thy dignity, o man! 
never forgot that thou art defigned for immorta¬ 
lity. Tins coniideration fhould often occur to thee, 
whether in the tumult of Society, or in the filence 
of folitude; in the midft of thy pleafures, or in the 
midft of thy bufinefs, fhould call to thee in a pier¬ 
cing voice: let not thy heart be attached to things 
which thou muft certainly lofe, which thou pro¬ 
bably mu ft leave fo foon! Treat not with indif¬ 
ference things that have and will have fuch great 
and everlalting influence on all thy future fortunes! 
Confine not thy defires, thy endeavours, thy hopes, 
to tranfient moments, when thou feeft an eternity 
before tnee! Negled not for the affairs and diffrac¬ 
tions of this fhort, uncertain life on earth, the far 
more weighty concerns of thy fpirit, which fhall 
live for ever! Let the profped into futurity be 
the rule of thy judgment on the prefent, and thy 
behaviour towards it. I$ear and forbear, as one 
whom no forrows and fufferings upon earth can 
entirely overwhelm, whom nothing can deprive of 
his high deftination; give and lofe and facrifice, 
as one whofe riches are inexhauftible, whofe hap* 
pinefs is incorruptible! enjoy every pleafure, every 
delight, as one who expeds far purer pleafure, far 
nobler joys! Conftantly chufe'and do that which • 

D 4 thou 
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thou wilt never repent, which will exhilarate thee 
for ever! So will the grandeur, the dignity, the 
majefty, of an immortal being be refplendent in 
thee, in all thy thoughts and in all thy deeds, in 
fuffering and in enjoying, and give a value to thy 
life which nothing elfe can give it. 

Wouldft thou maintain thy dignity, o man! then 
fixthly above all beware of whatever is in oppo- 
lition to the clofe and bleffed relation in which thou 
{landed: to God and his fon Jefus, of all that may 
diminifh, obfcure, or deftroy thy refemblance to 
the deity, thy refemblance to Chrift. — Reverence 
thy mind, by which thou art not only allied to 
angels, but art of divine extraction ; and beware 
of mifufmg it, for that is to mifufe what is thy 
greateft glory, what approximates thee moll to 
deity. Beware of error and fin ; for error and din 
eftrange thee from God, and make thee lefs ca¬ 
pable of communion with him. Beware of every 
thing that is contrary to the mind of Jefus, that 
illuftrious pattern of human dignity, that perfect 
image of the Father. Beware of hindering, and, as 
far as in thee lies, of frustrating the benevolent de- 
figns of God on man, and the great work of his 
delegate on earth, by encouraging infidelity or fu- 
perfitiuija, by corrupt example, by bafe and iniqui¬ 
tous aftions. Rather feek thy whole glory in wil¬ 
ling as G<^d wills, in being fo minded as Jefus was, 
in afting as thou feefl God aft, and in walking as 
•Jefus alio vgalked. So will th<J fpirit*of God, the 

fpirit 
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fpirit of his fon Jefus, be vifible in thee, and ope¬ 
rate througli diet. So wilt thou be in the hand 
of God to thy brethren, what that extraordinary 
teacher fent from him formerly was, what heavenly 
meflengers, and what the apoltles of our lord were 
to them. So wilt thou render thyi'elf continually 
more capable and worthy of being called, in the 
higheft acceptation of the word, a fon, a daughter 
of God ; the honour of being a brother, a filler, of 
Jefus, the firft-bom of the Father; and what a 
luftre will this diffufe over all thou art and all thou 
doll 1 

Laftly, o man! is there dignity and grandeur in 
thy outward form ; oh then beware of disfiguring 
and defacing it by any degrading fentiments, any 
unfeemly grief and forrow, any violent inordinate 
pafiions. Let the beauty and the noblenefs of thy 
mind animate and enhance the beauty of thy per- 
fon. Let thine eyes fpeak neither falfehood nor 
artifice, neither envy nor hatred; thy lips neither 
treachery nor lies; but both they and thefe, Ample 
truth and limple love. Let thy look be friendly 
to mankind; let thy countenance be open; and 
all thy mien and gefture exprefs thy cultivated un¬ 
demanding, thy kind and generous heart 1 — 

Art thou the foremoft, the chief inhabitant of the 
earth; doll thod prefide and govern there, o man, 
in the name of thy great fuperior; and wouldft 
thou maintain the dignity of God’s vicegerent in 
this province of his domain, oh prefide and govern 

with 
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with gentlenefs and wifdom.. Be not the tyrant, 
be the guardian, the provider, the leader of ail in¬ 
ferior creatures; drive them not from thee, but 
approach them with complacency*with compaflion, 
with fuccour. Slay and deftroy them not without 
neceffity; and when thou haft need of them, when 
thou canft not even fpare their lives, at leaft forbear 
to multiply their fufferings and to augment their 
pains; torment them not, to prolong thy favage 
pleafure, or to gratify thy faftidious appetite. Do 
not defolate and ravage the earth, which thou art 
defigned to improve and to adorn. Spread not 
death and deftru&ion, but life and joy around thee. 
Be principally the benefa&or of thy brethren, of 
whatever nation, of whatever condition they may 
be. Defpife none; injure none ; let none feel thy 
power or thy pre-eminence, but as indications of 
thy beneficence and love ; put not the {hackles of 
bondage on any, for all have the fame pretenfions 
to freedom as thou; difturb no one in his innocent 
pleafures; refufe no one that help which thou art 
able to afford ; obftruft no one in his endeavours 
after perfection; and let the poffeffions, the wealth, 
the liberty, the privileges, the comforts of every 

one, be facred and inviolable to thee!- 

Art thou the pried of nature; and wouldd thou 
maintain that dignity; oh be not Jhdift'ercnt, be not 
infenfible to the wonders of almighty wifdom and 
goodnefs which furround thee on all fides. Hearken 
to the voice of nature, take up her fong of praife; 

participate 
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participate in the joy of every living thing, and let 
thy heart feel and thy tongue exprefs what inferior 
beings can neither exprefs nor fed, and offer up 
thankfgiving and praife, in the name of all, to him 
who made both thee and them, who has exalted 
thee fo highly above them, and to whom alone all 
glory and praife are due for ever. 



SERMON III. 


How and by what Means Chrijiianity rejlores the 
Dignity of Man. 


^JOD, who loveft and provideft for *us with 
fatherly kindnefs, unhappy indeed fhguld vve 
be if we knew thee not, if we were not under thy 
infpe&ion, if we might not truft in thy paternal 
providence and fupport, if we were left to ourfelves, 
to our ignorance and our imbecility! How foon 
fhould we then forfeit our dignity! how deeply de¬ 
grade ourfelves by folly and fin ! in what a helplefs 
and forlorn condition fhould we be! But thou, 
who haft created us, and haft crowned us with glory 
and honour, thou provideft alfo for our prefervation, 
and for .the prefervation of the prerogatives which 
thou haft gracioufly conferred upon us. What great 
things haft thou not done for us in this refpeft, par¬ 
ticularly for us who have the happinefe to be chrif- 
tians! What light furrounds us! What a glorious 
courfe is affigned us! What profpedts are opened 
before us! What new incitements and energies 

haft 
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haft thou not granted us to the maintenance of our 
dignity! What can we not now be and do and 
become, fmce we jsnow thee as our God and father, 
underftand thy gracious difpofitions towards us, 
(land under thf infpedtion, feel thy intimate pre¬ 
fence, are allured of thy alfiftance and fupport, are 
authentically certified of a better, an everlafting life, 
and .are brought fo nigh to thee through thy fon 
Jefus! Of what virtue, of what blifs are we now 
not capable! Yes, thanks, everlafting thanks be 
therefore rendered unto thee, Allgracious and All- 
merciful, for having called us to chriftianity, and 
thereby raifed us from the abyfs of weaknefs and 
mifery to this height of intellectual vigour and fe¬ 
licity ! Oh may we ever become worthier of our 
privileges, may the dignity of man be more and 
more refplendent in us! Oh let us never forget, 
how much thou haft done in us, of how great things 
thou haft made us capable, never be fo ungrateful 
to thee, never fo inimical and unjuft to ourfelves 
as to ftop fhort at the lower degrees of wifdom and 
of virtue, with the fnoft powerful means and incite¬ 
ments to fuperior excellence! No, let our fouls be 
inflamed by a noble ambition, let the fenfe of our 
dignity, reftored through Chrift, be ever becoming 
more lively, conftantly more fruitful in good fenti- 
ments and aftions, in us and by us! Blefs .the me¬ 
ditations that are intended now to incite and encou¬ 
rage us to that end, and hearken to our prayer 
through Jefus. Chrift; in whofe name we humbly 
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offer up our requefts at the footilool of thy mercy- 
feat and conclude them in the words which he in- 
ftrutted us to ufe when we pray unto thee: Our 
father, &c. 


psalm viii. 6 . 

Thou haft mafte him a little lower than the angels, and-haft 
crowned him with glory and honour. 


^ERTAIN as it is, my devout audience, that 
man poffeffes a great inherent dignity, and that 
the attentive obferver cannot fail of perceiving it: 
yet it is no lefs certain, that error and vice, fuper- 
ftition and fervility, have greatly obfeured its luftre; 
and that there have been times when the preroga¬ 
tives and the nobility of man, when his alliance 
with God, and his deftination to a higher perfec¬ 
tion, were fcarcely difccrniblc. Into wTiat a ftate 
of weaknefs, of debility, of the mod ignominious 
proftration, were many nations formerly, and are 
Hill immerfed! And how much deeper yet would 
mankind have fallen from that dignity, if God had 
left them to themfelves j if he had put no check to 
their progreflively increafing corruption and mifery! 
But how much has not God done in this refpect in 
behalf of mankind, in every age and in every na¬ 
tion ! -How often has he raifed up among them, 
fouls of more refined and generous fentiments, 
minds of deeper penetration, of more eminent abi¬ 
lities 
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lities and more extenfive operation; who have been 
fliining lights in their generation, for infpiring 
multitudes that were in a dying ftate with new life, 
frefli aSivity in good, and for reaching out a hand 
to fenfual men, in order to raife them above their 
fenfuality, and bring them nearer to their high 
appointment! How much has not God in parti¬ 
cular done by his fon Jefus, for the reftoration of 
the human dignity! Was not this the ultimate 
tendency of the whole of his great work on earth ? 
How greatly has God honoured and exalted man 
by a clofe affinity and connection with his fon, the 
firft-born of every creature! And what noble fen* 
timents docs chriftianity infufe into its genuine pro- 
feffors! how greatly does it extend their horizon, 
and their field of action! of what great achieve¬ 
ments it renders them capable, and how it aggran- 
difes all that they think and do! Certainly, a 
chriftian, who is fo in deed and in truth, is he of 
all men in whom the dignity of man is manifefted 
in its brighteft lufire, in its mofl various and ho¬ 
nourable efl'efts! Oh, my pious hearers, could 1 
but cite you all, who ncverthelefe bear the name 
of chriltians, as a proof of it; how fuperfluous 
then were every other demonllration of this truth! 
Grateful joy in our recovered dignity, and mutual 
encouragement to preferve it, would then be our 
foie employment. But v'e mult now proceed to 
fet the truth of what we affirm concerning the pre¬ 
eminent dignity of the chriftian, in its proper point 

9 of 
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of view, by other arguments, drawn from the na¬ 
ture of the cafe itfelf. And this, my pious hearers, 
fhall be the purport and fcope of my prefent dif- 
courfe. I will endeavour to anfwer the queftion: 
How and by what means has chriftianity rekindled 
in man the fentiment of his dignity, ftrengthened 
and eafed him in the maintenance of it. 

Chriftianity places our relation to God in the 
cleareft light; it teaches us how great an intereft 
the divine being takes in the deftinies of man, and 
how much he has done and ftill does for him; it 
informs us of the providence and the government 
of God, of his conftant prefence everywhere, his 
fovereign ihfpe&ion over all, his influence upon all, 
and promifes us his particular affiftance as often as 
we ftand in need of it ; it fets confpicuoufly before 
us the dignity of man in the perfon of Jefus, in his 
conduct, in his attendant circumftances; and there¬ 
by points out to us what the human nature is ca¬ 
pable of; and to what degree of perfe&ion it is 
able to arrive;, it announces to us immortality, 
everlafting life, a never-ending, an always increaf- 
ing felicity ; if advertifes us of the ftrift connec¬ 
tion of our prefent with our future ftate: and by 
all thefe means chriftianity promotes the fentiment 
and the reftoration of the human dignity. 

Firft, I fay, chriftianity places our relation to 
God in the cleareft light; thus caufing man to feel 
his dignity, and alleviating to him the maintenance 
of ft. Is. man to imagine himfelf the work of blind 

chance. 
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chance, or a Ton of the earth in the ftri&eft fenfe 
of the word; may he boaft of no other origin than 
that of the plants; is he fprung, as has been 
affirmed of fome infeSs, from foulnefs and cor¬ 
ruption? Could he not elevate his mind to the 
apprehenfion and belief of a fovereign deity; or 
were not *his< deity known to him as the creator of 
the world, as the father of mankind: of how little 
Value would his exiftence and his nature be in his 
own fight! What is more vile and pitiable than the 
Have of chance, which deftroys to-morrow what 
it produced to-day, which never ads by defign 
and rule, and is perpetually at variance with itfelf ! 
What is more worthlefs and precarious, than the 
exiftence of a lump of clay in this or the other 
form; which, being nothing but clay, muft fooner 
or later be wholly decompofed, and fall forever 
into duft! And were not thefe the degrading con¬ 
ceptions formed by numbers of the wife and the 
unwife among the heathens, concerning man and 
his origin ? —■ — How totally different is the in¬ 
formation which chriftianity gives us on this head ! 
It proclaims aloud to each of its profeffors: God, 
the Selfsubfiftent, the Eternal, the Abfolutely Per¬ 
fect, is thy creator and father, as well as the 
creator of all worlds, of all the hofts of heaven, 
and of all the inhabitants of the earth! Neither 
chance nor fete? no, ConTummate whdotn and 
goodnefs called thee into being, gave thee fife and 
breath and all things. Thou art no earthbom 
von. i. b crea- 
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creature: thou art the Ton, the daughter of God, 
of the Mo ft High: thou art of divine defeent, 
formed after the image of God, capable of com¬ 
munion, and of an ever greater affimilation with 
him! Thou art not altogether dull, only thy pre- 
fent tabernacle is terrene; the fpirit that inhabits 
it is far fuperior to dull; is ordained to important, 
to grand defigns; and depends not more on chance 
for its duration than its produ&ion, but upon the 
will of him who loves thee as a father, and af- 
furedly will not deftroy the work of his hands! 
And the God who has formed thee is likewife thy 
preferver, thy fovereign, thy overfeer, thy judge, 
and hereafter will be thy rewarder! Does man 
then hand in fuch relative fituations to God ; is he 
fo intimately connected with the fupremely perfect 
mind, with the creator and governor of the world j 
is he his child, his peculiarly beloved and favoured 
child, what a value fhould this give him in his own 
eyes! how far exalt his nature above all inferior 
fpecies of creatures ! What a fentiment of his dig- 
nity mull it excite in his bread! How could he 
boafl: of being born from above, and of his alii? 
ance with God, were he to degrade himfelf by 
unworthy fentiments and aftions ? How could he 
affert the honour of being created in the image 
of God, were he not adorned with wifdom and 
virtue? How recoiled his conne&ion with God, 
the pure eternal fount of light, and yet walk in 
darknefs ? 


Chriftianity 
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Chriftianity teaches us farther, how great an in- 
tereft God takes in the concerns of man, and how 
much he has done and ftill does i'or him; and 
what a grand idea fhould this give us of our dig¬ 
nity ! how forcibly ftould it urge us to the main¬ 
tenance of it! According to the doCtrine of 
chriftianity, we are not the work of a deity who 
takes no care of his creatures, but leaves them to 
themfelves; not the offspring of a father who dis¬ 
owns his children, who gives himfelf no concern 
about them, but is indifferent to their happinefs 
and their mifery. No, never has God, accord ng 
to that comfortable doftrine, left himfelf unwit- 
neffed tf> mankind; never withdrawn from them 
his fatherly providence and love} never abandon¬ 
ed the fortunes of his feeble, helplefs, untutored 
children, to blind chance, or to their own fro- 
vvardnefs. No, from their firft progenitor, to his 
lateft pofterity, has he, he himfelf, provided for 
their fupport, their inftruCtion, their correction, 
their education, their progrefs to fuperior perfec¬ 
tion. He has conftantly revealed himfelf to them 
in various ways; conftantly fhowered innumerable 
benefits on them; fometimes lovingly correcting, 
and fometimes bountifully bleiling them; has con¬ 
ftantly beep nigh to them, and has left them in 
want of no means for becoming wifer and better. 
When has he ever withheld his fructifying influence 
from nature, when denied* his fupemal Clergies 
to the human, mind, when withdrawn from it the 

a 2 incite- 
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incitements, the ftronged incitements to its deve- 
lopemcnt and proficiency ? When has fuch darknefs 
covered the earth, or even any region of it, that 
not one ray of light has broken in upon and clear¬ 
ed ? When did fuch univerfal corruption prevail 
upon it that nothing happened to check or to con- 
troul it ? How often has he fent wife and good 
men as his meffengers to their brethren! How 
frequently has his providence, by various ways, 
united brighter regions with thofe that lay in dark¬ 
nefs, mixed enlightened perfons among the raw 
uncivilized fons of nature, and the bed with the 
v. orlt of men! How full of wifdom and goodnefs 
were his dealings with the poderity of Jacob, the 
education he gave them, and through them to fo 
many other nations! And how much, how inex- 
preflibly much, has he not done at length for man 
oy his fon Jefus! What a teacher of truth, what 
a fafe and fure guide on the road of virtue and 
happinefs, what a mighty helper and deliverer; 
what an atfe&ionate lord and king has he not given 
them in him! What revelations of his will, what 
alluranees and proofs of his condefcenfion and 
love, what promifes and views in futurity, what 
comfort, what new energies has he not fent down 
to them from heaven by this his reprefentative! — 
And fball rtian, for whom God cares and provides 
fo much *, (hall man, for whom he has done and 
dill doq|» fo great things; /hall man, for whole fake 
he fpaifld not even his fon,-the only begotten, for 

whom 
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whom he gave his fon, the beloved, to fuller death: 
lhall this man be a contemptible, an infignificant 
creature ? not be of great worth; not have a pre¬ 
eminent dignity; not apprehend this dignity; not 
be happy in the fentiment of it whenever he recol¬ 
lects how much he is efteemed of God, how gra- 
cioufly he is difpofed towards him, and with what 
paternal tendemefs he cares for him ? No, caufe 
and effect, means and end, are in the clofeft con¬ 
nection with the Allwife; and that on which he 
vouchfafes fuch peculiar infpeftion and providence 
muff certainly be, either in itfelf and its nature, or 
in its deftination, grand and important. 

Yet more, my pious hearers ; chriftianity places 
thirdly the doCtrine of the divine providence and 
government in the cleared light; it proclaims to 
us the condant prefence of God with all, his fu- 
preme infpeCtion over all, his influence in all, and 
promifes us his particular affiflance as often as we 
have occafion for it. And how much muff this 
too occafion man to feel his dignity! how forcibly 
fhould it urge him to the maintenance of it! By 
this doCtrine, all that man does and all that be¬ 
falls him, everything that happens in the world, 
wears another afpeCt, and affumes a greater im¬ 
portance than it otherwife would and could poffefs. 
Thefe doCtrines diffufe the cleared light over every 
thing, that otherwife would be myfterious in the 
date and fortunes of man, or mud lower him in 
his own eyes. To be left to himfelf, without the 
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wife fuperintendance of one fupreme difpofing pow¬ 
er, without the conduct and guidance of an'almighty 
and beneficent father ; placed upon fo changeable 
and fo perplexed a fcene: fubjeft to fo many dan¬ 
gers ; expofed to all the ficklenefs of chance, the 
attacks of artifice and iniquity j without refuge in 
adverfity, without affiftance in perils; how weak, 
how miferable, how contemptible, would man ap¬ 
pear to himfelf! How often would he be tempted 
to envy the condition of the beafts of the field! 
But now, enlightened by the bright beams of 
chriftianity, how mud his fpirit be elated ! With 
what ferenity, what courage, what confidence, 
fhould he now be infpired! What defign, what 
confiftency, what order, now appear where all 
before feemed confufion, inconfiftency, and open 
ftrife ! The chriftian may now hold this language 
to himfelf: God, the Omnifcient, the Allboun- 
tiful, who governs all my deftinies, the dfeftinies 
of all mankind and of all worlds: he comprehends 
all, overfees all, direfts and difpofes all, •■the fmall 
as well as the great, the evil as well as the good j 
in his hand are all animate end inanimate creatures, 
all caufes and efficacies, and without his will not an 
atom can change its place, not a hair fall off from 
my head, no man do me harm, no lofs, no mif. 

fortune attend me; and all that he wills and or- 

‘ ... * 

dains, is right and goad, is conflantly the beft. 
He fees in,the deareft light, where profound dark. 
jj^li^IlK&paffes me‘j he' provides for me where 1 

can 
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can find nothing to procure; and makes that to 
be the means to my perfe&ion and happinefs, 
which I thought calamity and dirt refs. He, the 
Almighty, the Allbountiful, is conftantly nigh to 
me with his help, is acquainted with all my wants, 
hears all my fighs, manifefts his ftrength in my 
weaknefs, guides and condu&s me by his fpirit, 
executes his decrees on earth by me, and is ever 
ready to do more in us and by us than we are able 
to afk or to conceive. He, the Omnifcient, the 
Omniprefent, is everywhere with me and about 
me. He knows my heart, is the infallible witnefs 
of all I think and do, he fees in fecret, and will 
reward that openly which was done in private. 
His judgment is pure righteoufnefs and truth, his 
approbation is ever conftant to the fincere, and his 
approbation is of infinitely more value than all the 
applaufe of the world, than all the poffefiions and 
all the glories of the earth. — And man, my dear 
friends, who believes fuch a providence, who thus 
walks under the infpe&ion of God, who thus ads 
in his prefence, who may efteem himfelf an inftru- 
ment in the hand of the Almighty, a means to the 
attainment of his defigns: how grand fhould his 
deftination, how important Ihould the work he is 
commiflxoned to tranfad oq earth appear to him! 
How ftrong mufl he feel himfelf in the affurance of 
divine fupporti What good adions will he not 
find power and refolution in himfelf to perform 
under the eyes of his father and judge! How 
f a generoufly, 



56 the dignity of man 

generoufly, how greatly will he think and ad even 
in the abfencc* of all human witneffes, when defli- 
tute of all human approbation, and even amidft the 
ingratitude of the world! How undaunted, with 
what compofure will he behold the revolutions and 
fubverfions that may happen in the world and 
among mankind; how tranquil and confident will 
he lift up his eyes on high in reverence to Cod, as 
the kind and wife ruler and father of him and the 
whole creation! 

Chriftianity difplays clearly to us, in the fourth 
place, the dignity of humanity in the perfon of 
Jefus, its reltorer and chief, in his condud and in 
his dellinies; thereby teaching us in a no lefs com- 
prehenfible than incontrovertible manner, what the 
human nature is capable of, and to what height of 
perfection it is able to afcend. Yes, my dear 
Liends, in Jefus, who is our relative, our brother, 
whofe life is fo indiffolubly conne&ed with our 
lives, whofe fortunes are fp infeparably combined 
with ours, in him our dignity appears in all its 
purity, in its perfect fplendoqr., What wifdom, 
what virtue, what probity were poffeflfed by him! 
What love to God and man pervaded him!. What 
did he not perform; and how pure, how bene¬ 
ficent were his views in all that he did! What 
did he not endure; and with what readinefs, how 
ftedfaftly, 'how pioufly, did he endure it all i 1 
What eondefcenficaw, what, facrifices, what un¬ 
broken obedience to his heavenly father, what in- 

defaiigable 
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defatigable zeal in beneficence, what unabated pur- 
fuit of his object marked the whole tenour of his 
life on earth! What temptation could conquer 
him, what wrongs exafperate him, what dangers 
alarm him, what difficulty difeourage him, or what 
fufferings make him impatient! And to what a fum- 
mit of power, of honour, of glory, by all this 
has he not afeended!' Ho"w great, how immenfely 
great, is now his fphere of adion! how illuftrious 
is humanity now exalted to the right hand of the 
father! how reafonable now, and how reafouable 
hereafter^ that every knee fhould bow to him our 
chief, and every tongue confefs that he is lord, to 
the glory of God the Father! Recognize here, 
o man, the dignity of thy nature! Here feel what 
thou, as man, mayelt do, what thou mayefl en¬ 
dure, what thou mayefl withftand; to what a height 
thou haft power and capacity to raife thyfelf, as 
man! Feel the whole value of the privilege whereby 
God has honoured roan, in the perfon of his re- 
ftorer and chief! That Jefus, who is now exalted 
far above all, who fo widely rules and ads, is flefh 
pf thy flefh, is thy brother, was a man like thee, 
was tempted as thou art, was acquainted with grief 
}ike thee, and entered into glory through obedi¬ 
ence and fufferings! What exemfes and trials can 
now affright thee, what conffids diftnay thee, what 
facrifice coft thee too much, what difficulties ar. 
reft thee in thy courie, what fununit of wifdom and 
yirtue, what degree of felicity, can now feem un¬ 
attainable 
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attainable to thee! Look unto him, thy leader 
and chief, tread in his footfteps, exert thyfelf, emu¬ 
late himthrough him thou mayeft do all things, 
with him rife fuperior to all, with him prevail and 
triumph, and hereafter .behold and enjoy the glory 
which the Father has bellowed on him, and irf him 
on all mankind who vindicate the dignity of their 
nature! 

Laftly, chrillianity has revived in man the fenti- 
ment of his dignity, and given him the moll pow¬ 
erful incitements to maintain it, by the grand doc¬ 
trine of immortality and everlafting life, which it 
places in the mod confpicuous light, and has^con¬ 
nected in the clofelt manner with what we are and 
do, and all that happens to us. Though man pof- 
fefl'ed ever fo great privileges over the beads of 
the field ; though he felt in himfelf ever fo great 
powers and faculties for the nobled undertakings; 
though he could bring ever fo much to. pafs, and 
execute fo much good; how little would all this 
appear to him, if thefe privileges, thefe powers, 
thefe capacities, this generous activity, were to be 
lod to him in a few extremely uncertain, quickly- 
fleeting years, if he were to be deprived of them 
for ever by death *, had he no fruit to-expefl; from 
all he has here learnt and done and differed and fa- 
crificed and pra£lifed ! How little nourilhment for' 
his nobler fentiments, how little incitement to great 
and generous a&ions, to' difficult but beneficial un¬ 
dertakings, what poor encouragement to the unre¬ 
mitted 
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mitted purfuit of higher perfe&ion, would man 
find in his prefent fituation, if death were the 
period of his exiftence, if the grave and corruption 
were the term of ail his hopes and exertions! 
How foolifti would the generality of his facrifices to 
integrity and virtue appear! and how wife the fay¬ 
ing of the fool: Let us eat and drink, for to-mor¬ 
row we die! — — But now, enlightened ,by the 
bright beams of the gofpel, animated by the hope 
of a bleflbd immortality, how totally different is the 
cafe with man! What a fentiment of his dignity, 
of his grandeur, of his future exaltation, muff it 
awaken in him, when he can fay to himfelf, I live, 
I think, I labour, I endure, I fuffer, I am training 
myfelf for eternity ! My prefent ftate is only an 
apprenticelhip to the future: my future ftate, the 
continuation and reward ofthe prefent! Whatever 
I do here draws confequences, unterminating con- 
fequences after it. The honourable and generous 
aftions that I flow perform will fti.ll rejoice and blefs 
mej after thoufapds and millions of years. The 
light which I here fpread around me will enlighten 
me and my brethren beyond the grave; the good 
of every kind, 1 here effeft in others and by their 
means, will proceed in operation from everlafting 
to everlafting, and be ever producing more good 
in infinite progreffion; and all that here befalls me 
has an influence on my fhture deftixtadba for ever. 
What now oppreffes me, and what the world calk 
misfortune and diftrefs, m^y be to me the inexhauft- 

ible 
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ible fource of plcafure and blifs in future. The vio. 
fence I now do to myfelf, the hardships, the trouble 
I now endure for the love of God and of my fellow- 
creatures, work together for my everlailing good. 
What can I voluntarily furrender for {he fake of 
God and my confidence, which I {hall not receive 
an hundred fold ; what give to my brethren, from 
a truly, chriltian heart, that I fhall not hereafter re¬ 
ceive again with ufury; what facrifice to my duty, 
that will not be amply repaid ? Nay, the more I 
here bellow, the more fhall I there receive, and the 
more 1 Avail have to bellow again. The farther I 
here proceed in knowledge, in wifdom and in virtue, 
the falter there {hall I advance from one degree of 
perfection and happinefs to another; the nearer 
Hull I approach to Jefus my chieftain and lord, 
and, through him, to deky fupreme. Here I learn 
to be and to do and to enjoy, what in that fuperior 
life I lhall more perfectly be and do and enjoy. 
Here is the time for fowing, for planting, for work¬ 
ing, for conflicting; there the time of harvelt, of 
enjoyment, of repofe, of triumph! No, my exift- 
ence is not confined to this fleeting moment: it will 
continue for ever! My aClivity is not bounded by 
the narrow fmall circle in which I now live and 
move: it will be ever enlarging, ever becoming 
more extenlive and diverfified.* My intellectual 
powers are not fubjeft to diffolution and decay like 
dull: they lhall continue in operation and effect 
forever; and the.more I exert them here, the 

better 
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better I employ them, the more I effeCt by them, 
fo much better fhall I ufe them in the future world, 
fo much the more {hall I there effectuate by them. 
I fee before me an inceffant enlargement of my 
fphere of fight and aCtion, an inceffant increafe in 
knowledge, in virtue, in operation, in felicity. The 
whole immenfity of God’s creation, the whole un¬ 
numbered hoft of intelligent, thinking beings, all 
the hidden treafures of wifdom and knowledge in 
Jefus Chrift, the unfathomable depths of divine per¬ 
fection : what noble employments, what difplays of 
my powers, what pure delights, what cvcrlafting 
progrefs, do thefe hold out to my expectations! 
And, with fuch profpeCts, with fuch expectations, 
muff I not feel myfelf great, not feel rnyfelf happy ? 
can I fail of feeing my relationfliip with luperior 
beings, my fellowlhip with Chrift, my communion 
with- God? With fuch profpedts, with fuch ex¬ 
pectations, fhall I degrade myfelf by folly and fin, 
by folly, and fin forego my fublime deftination! 
With fuch profpeCts, with fuch expectations, fhall 
I ever be difeouraged and relaxed in doing aCts of 
juftice and mercy, fhall I ever lofe .fight of the glo¬ 
rious prize that fhines before me, or fhun any ho¬ 
nourable exertion of my faculties, complain of any 
facrifice that I offer to God and my conference, let 
any opportunity efcape mie of fowing good feed, 
ajid of increafing the abundance of my future har- 
veft! With fuch profpeCts, with fuch expectations, 
fhall I be terrified at any misfortune, or Jtremble at 
the fight of death and the grave! Can then mif- 
6 fortune. 
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fortune, or death, or the grave, deftroy me ? Are 
misfortune and death and the grave anything but 
the means and the way to a fuperior iife and greater 
felicity! No, welcome to mp be every exercife of 
my powers, every opportunity of doing good y let 
every misfortune, that makes me wifer and better, 
be bleffed of me, and the fummons of death be a 
fummons to pafs into the better life. — Oh,'my 
dear friends, if we think fo, and fo we may and. 
fo we ought to think as chriftians, — how lu¬ 
minous, how momentous to us muft all become! 
What a value mud all that we are, and all that we 
do, and all that happens to us, receive from hence! 
How alert, how efleftive in us, muft the fenfe of 
our dignity be! 

Yes, wouldft thou apprehend and aflert thy dig¬ 
nity, ar( thou ambitious to have it feen in all its 
luftre, o man; be a chriftian, be wholly chriftians 
be wholly animated by the temper and fpirit of chrift- 
ianity, believe its dodrines’with thy whole heart, fol¬ 
low its precepts with fidelity and fortitude, firmly 
rely on - -its promifes, model thyfplf entirely on its 
founder, Jefus! The fpirit of chriftianity will free 
thy foul from every fordid fentiment,.every corrupt 
affection; will eleVate thy mind, enlarge thy heart* 
give thee a oonfeious fenfe of thy faculties, and ever 
communicate new powers to the foul; it will raife 
thee above all that is vifible and earthly, will con- 
ftantly give thee a nearer, and brighter refemblance 
fo Jefus, the patte*»,of all human petfe&ion, and 
advance thee'ever hearer to deity. Vivified by the 

fpirit 
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fpirit of chriftianity, thou wilt juftly efteem the 
capacities, the endowments, the abilities that God 
has bellowed upon thee, carefully evolve and exert 
them, and conftantly produce as much good by 
them as at any time thou canft. Animated by the 
fpirit of chriftianity, thou wilt never act like a 
Have; never fubmit to be governed by any fenfual 
appetite, by any unruly paftion; thou wilt not cringe 
with fervility to any mortal; thou wilt conftantly 
think and aft with eafe and magnanimity. Ani¬ 
mated by the fpirit of chriftianity, thou wilt ever be 
more aftive, more indefatigable in goodnefs, wilt 
never be weary in ftriving upwards and contending 
for the prize that awaits the conqueror. Animated 
by the fpirit of chriftianity, thou wilt already in this 
mortality think and aft like an immortal; and wilt 
perform a thoufand afts of goodnefs, and enjoy a 
thoufand comforts, which he can neither perform 
nor enjoy who is unmindful of his immortality, or 
cannot exult in it. O tranfeendent, holy, divine 
fpirit of chriftianity, fpirit of wifdom and power, 
of love and felicity, may thy all-animatipg breath 
quicken, warm, pervade our hearts! Rouze us to 
a noble conference of ourfelves, infpire us with a 
godlike energy,'with the moft aftive zeal in good¬ 
nefs, penetrate and infpire ue with love to God and 
man! How great, how illuftrious will tjh’en our 
dignity be, and how much greater and more illuf¬ 
trious will it become, from one period of ofir lives 
to another, and from eternity to eternity! 



SERMON IV. 


The Value of Human Life. 


^JOD, creator and father of our life, how can 
we be fufficiently grateful to thee, for having 
caufed us to be, who formerly were not, and called 
us into life! How fufficiently thank thee for hav¬ 
ing made us capable of a life with .confcioufnefs, of 
a rational, wife, .and virtuous life, leading to ever 
higher perfeftion. and happinefs ( , And with how 
many bounties, with how many gratifications, plea- 
fures and joys, has thy loving kindnefs ftrewn our 
path! What evident traces of thy fatherly provi¬ 
dence and love meet we not everywhere on it! 
Yes, o eternal, fount of being and enjoyment, to 
whom thou giveft life, .thou git eft alfo capacities 
and means of pleafure and delight! , Whom thou 
raifeft to the life of a rational creature, to him 
thou openeft,*in the knowledge of truth, in the 
pradice of virtue, in communion with thee, in the 
hope of immortality, fources of pleafure and de¬ 
light, that never foil, from which he may draw 

eternal 
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eternal joy and felicity. Happy we, that we are, 
that we live, that we live as men, as chriftians, as 
creatures endowed with reafon and called to immor¬ 
tality, and may be fo elate of mind in our life, in thee 
and in the enjoyment of thy bounties! Oh let us 
rightly underftand and feel the value of our life, 
and teach us to ufe and enjoy it agreeably to thy 
gracious, thy benevolent defigns. Keep us from 
embittering it by folly and vice, by violent, malig¬ 
nant paffions, and mifapplying a gift which thou 
haft beftowed as a blcffing, to our own perdition. 
Let wifdom and virtue and piety be our guides 
and handmaids on the journey of life, and let us 
all, under their direction, attain to that perfection 
and happinefs to which thou haft appointed us in 
this and in the future world. Blefs to that end the 
meditations that are now to employ our thoughts. 
Let them diffufe a clear light upon the nature and 
deftination of our prefent life, and let that light 
corred our judgments on it, and regulate the whole 
of our future conduft. Profeffing ourfelves the 
difciples of thy fon Jefus, and entirely trailing in 
his proraifes, we conclude our petitions in the words 
which he himfelf did teach us: Our father, &c. 
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PSALM CXIX. 175. 

Let my fou! live, and it fhall praife tliee. 

fJ'HE defire to live is natural to ail men, my 
pious hearers. Neither grief, nor pain, nor 
misfortunes, can totally fupprefs it; and the gene¬ 
rality of mankind would rather recommence their 
courfe on earth, however gloomy, however trouble- 
fbme, however perilous it may have been, and 
expofe themfelves again to all its difficulties and 
dangers, than have them ended by the lofs of life. 
Seldom is the burden of mifery fo heavy, and the 
fentiment of fatigue fo oppreffive; feldom do paf- 
fion and error blind a man fo far as to make him 
prefer death to life, and nonentity to exiftence. 
Very rarely do we find any one fo pious and fo holy 
as to be able to fay from his heart, with the apoftle, 
“ I have a defire to be difiolved, and to be with 
Chrift, which is far better.” Let us admire and 
adore the wife goodnefs of our creator, for having 
given us fo innate an attachment to life, fo implicated 
and blended it with our nature, and thereby fumifh- 
ed us with fuch a powerful, fuch an irrefiftible 
impulfe to preferve it! But let us dignify this 
defire to live, by inveftigating the principle of it, 
that we may be able to juftify it at the bar of found 
reafon. To love and to wifh for life, without know¬ 
ing why or wherefore, is blind animal inltind; 

but 
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but to love it on true and folid principles, and to 
wifh for it in the bell defigns, will be no difcredit to 
the philofopher and the chriftian. Thus the pfal- 
mift is defirous of it in our text. Let my foul live, 
fays he to the Almighty, let my foul live, and it 
fliall praife thee. Would we do fo likewife, my 
pious hearers, would we fo wilh for life, that we 
might truly rejoice in it, and praife God for it, we 
muft underftand the real value of human life. We 
muft neither efteem it as better or as worfe, nei¬ 
ther as more important nor more infignificant, nei¬ 
ther as more happy nor more unhappy, than it 
a6tually is. In one cafe our attachment to it would 
be too ftrong, in the other not ftrong enough. In 
both cafes we fhould more or lefs miftake its por- 
per end and feldom make fo good a ufe of it as we 
might. 

Well then, my pious hearers, let us turn our reflec¬ 
tions to-day on the value of human life, that we may 
difcover why and to what purpofe, we fhould wifh 
to live. For examining this matter properly, we 
fhould do two things. Firft fhew, what is prefup- 
pofed in order to render human life of value, and 
indeed of great value to us ; and then what gives it 
this value, or what makes it defirable and eftimable 
to us. 

In order that our life fhould be of real value to 
us, and that we may rightly appretiate that value, 
we muft ftudy it, we muft ferioufly refled upon, it, 
we muft confider it on every fide, and in its whole 
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compafs; we mu(t regard it, not under any falfe ap¬ 
pearance which prefent, tranfitory, agreeable or 
difagreeable fcnfations, any fortunate or unfortu¬ 
nate accidents may communicate to it. We muft 
therefore bring into the account its joys as well as 
its forrows, its fatisfa&ions as well as its troubles, 
the days of gratification and pleafure, as well as 
the hours of pain and grief, the good we enjoy 
or may enjoy, as well as the evil that befalls us. 
We fhould confider it, not as the whole of our 
exiftence, not as the entire capacity and meafure of 
our felicity ; but only as the beginning, as the low- 
ermofl ftep of our rational exiftence, as the pre¬ 
lude to a greater and higher felicity : and in fo do¬ 
ing not fuffer ourfelves to be guided by prevailing 
prejudices, but by juft experiences, obfervations 
and principles. Whoever, deceived by certain 
figures of fpeech, reprefents this earth to himfelf as 
a joylefs defert, as a vale of tears and forrow, as 
the abode of darknefs and mifery ; whoever, in op- 
pofition to univerfal experience, imagines that its 
evils preponderate over its fatisfa&ions ; whoever, 
from mifanthropy or ill-humour, at one time thinks 
that all mankind are fools, and at another knaves; 
not confidering their origin and their appointment, 
degrades them into brutes, or looks upon man 
only as a comedian that has a part to perform, with¬ 
out any farther confequence or view; and when this 
part is played, falls back to his primitive nothing; 
he who confines all his profpe&s and hopes to the 
pTefent momentary ftate: to him indeed this life can 

have 
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have no great value, to him it mud be a con¬ 
temptible objed, the prefervation of it of no im¬ 
portance, and the lofs of it not to be lamented. 
But is this a true picture of human life ? Has then 
this earth, which God has adorned with fuch num- 
berlefs beauties and pleafures, has it the appearance 
of a defert ? Is weeping and wailing fo frequent or 
fo loud upon it, that the voice of joy and gladnefs is 
nowhere to be heard ? Does not man pafs far more 
hours in health than in ficknefs ; does he not expe¬ 
rience far more bright than cloudy days ? In the 
total amount, does not the fum of his agreeable 
fcnfations very far exceed the fum of his uneafy and 
painful feelings ? Amongft the fools, are there not 
likewife many intelligent men; and amongft the 
wicked many good ? Is not, upon the whole, much 
more good than evil pradifed by them ? And how 
can the philofopher, the chriftian, miftake the dig¬ 
nity, the noblenefs, the true end of man, I mean his 
reafon, his capacity of conftantly becoming more 
perfect, his immortality, and the connedion between 
what he now is and does, and what he is to be and 
to do hereafter; and if he does not mifapprehend 
them, what a value muft this give to his prefent life ! 

Farther, that this life may be of real, of great value 
to us, and that we may perceive and feel that value; 
we muft actually employ it, and employ it in the 
beft and the molt rational manner. We muft live 
withconfcioufnefs, with confideration, upon eftablilh- 
ed principles and to fettled purpofes. We muft be as 
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a&ive as poflible, and be aftive in the bed and the 
mod generally ufefu! manner. To live, to live as 
men, does not imply fnnply to exid, not barely to 
have abilities, but to exert and apply thcf'e abilities, 
to ad inwardly and outwardly in receiving and 
communicating happinefs, and to be confcious of it. 
He who leads merely a vegetative or an animal life; 
he who fleeps, dreams, trifles, or fports his life 
away ; who lives for the day, without reflexion, 
without conflderation; who gives himfelf up to indo¬ 
lence and doth, or is induttrious without defign; 
exerts his powers without any particular aim ; is al¬ 
ways bufy, and yet does nothing with all his buftle, 
always feeking happinefs, but never finding it 5 to 
him indeed this life mult be a poor inflgnificant af¬ 
fair. And how numerous is this lad clafs of men, 
the clafs of bufy idlers, in the world! men that feem 
to be for ever employed, and yet in fact do nothing, 
bring nothing to effect; nothing of any import¬ 
ance to themfelves or to others ; nothing that can 
procure them any lading latisfadion and joy. Ex¬ 
empt from any fettl d employment, from the duties 
of any particular bufmefs, they undertake now one 
thing and then another, and are foon weary of 
both ; they run from objed to objed as the feene 
changes before them, and are delivered over from 
paflion to paflion according to the events that vary 
their lives; they pafs from one company to another, 
from one diverfion to another, continually enter¬ 
taining great expedations from them, and as often 
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deceived in their expectations, obtain nothing from 
thefe companies, and acquire no foothing reflections 
from the enjoyment of thofe diverfions; can give 
no account to themfelves of this application of 
their time, and of the ufe of their abilities; and, as 
often as the fentiment, as often as the clear con- 
feioufnefs of their condition arifes within them, fo 
often feel the emptinefs of their hearts, the weari- 
fome monotony, the diffatisfaCHon, the vanity of 
their pleafures; are difgufted with life and its 
joys, and then exclaim, not from wifdom, but from 
the involuntary fentiment of their folly, in the 
words of the royal philofopher : All, all is vanity ! 
What great value can there be in life to fuch men as 
thefe! How much more natural is it that it Ihould 
be a burden, a martyrdom to them ! How many 
have hence been induced to lay it down as a load 
they’were no longer able to bear! No, to him alone 
has it any real value who underftands and conftantly 
purities the true ends of life ; who has a determinate 
occupation ; who exerts his powers with confciouf- 
nefs, upon folid principles, and does good with 
them ; who can give himfelf a fatisfaCtory account 
of what he does and accomplifhes with them; who 
every ftep as it were, every day approaches nearer 
to perfection; who, as a reafonable creature, as a 
chriftian looks not folely at the prefent, but is con¬ 
tinually carrying his views forward to the future } 
lives not entirely for this prefent moment of time, 
but for the unending ages of eternity. The other, 
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the unwife, the fool, the bufy idler, wanders about 
in error, and mull neceffarily at length be weary ©f 
his wanderings: while this, the truly wife man, the 
chriftian, has a definite objed in view, worthy of his 
purfuit; never entirely lofes fight of it, and the 
nearer he approaches it, the brighter it fhines 
before him. 

Laftly, that this life may be of great and real 
value to us, and if we would know and be fenfible of 
its worth, we mull effedually enjoy, and enjoy with 
confcioufnefs, the various goods and fatisfadions it 
affords. We muft beat lead as fenfible and fufcep- 
tible of the good and agreeable, as of the bad and 
difagreeable which it contains. If we pafs through 
the world as though our l'enfes were locked up, or 
with unfeeling and obdurate hearts *, a thoufand 
beauties that furround us will be unobferved, a 
thoufand fources of pieafure that invite us to enjoy¬ 
ment will be left unexplored ; or if we had rather 
fcrutinize for defeds than look out for perfedions : 
then indeed muft this life appear to us under a dark 
and mournful afped, and have, but little value for 
us. But does anything lofe of its intrinfic value, 
merely becaufe we neither ufe nor obferve its ad¬ 
vantages ? No, we muft open our hearts and our 
fenfes to the agreeable irapreffions which the advan¬ 
tages, the pleafures, the joys of life are adapted 
to make upon us; we muft fee and feel and ufe and 
enjoy the beauties, the bleffings, that prefent them- 
•felves to us in fuch diverfified forms, and invite us 

to 
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to ufe them in fuch various ways; we mud not 
trample, with haughty difdain, on the flowers we 
meet with on the path of life; we mult not ungrate¬ 
fully rejedt the recreations and comforts of which 
our heavenly father has not fullered even the rug- 
gedeft way to be totally deftitute, and never turn 
our eyes from thofe glorious profpedts which bor¬ 
der on our courfe. Thus alone {hall we properly 
ellimate the value of life, and learn to deem it of 
high importance, and worthy of our efteem. 

And what gives it now this great value ? What 
makes this life fo eltimable and defirable ? In this 
life we may learn much truth and goodnefs ; attempt 
and execute many beneficial undertakings; enjoy 
many bleflings; and qualify ourfelves for doing 
and enjoying ftill better and greater things in the 
future world. Four particulars which mud confer a 
great value on this life, imperfect as it is, in the eyes 
of all refledting perfoas. 

Our life is therefore of great value, it is covet- 
able, firft, as in it we may learn fo much truth and 
goodnefs, an 1 may fo much advance our fpiritual 
perfedtion. All that furrounds us, all the events that 
befall us, wants and defedts, bufinefs and pleafures, 
joys and forrows, all confpire to this final purpofe; 
all is either occafion, means, or motive to the ex¬ 
ertion, the expanfion, the exercife, the perfedtion of 
our mental faculties ; all teach us to think, to con- 
fider, to inveftigate ; all is defigned and calculated 
to make us rational of fenfual creatures, of relations 

to 
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to the brutes to make us the kindred of angels. 
And how many ideas, how much general know¬ 
ledge, how many perceptions of every kind, may 
we colled in this life by experience, by obfervation, 
by refledion, by inftrudion and by converfation! 
llow the fphere of our view and our comprehenfion 
is enlarged, as it were, every year of it! How 
confiderable is the range and extent of human 
knowledge ! Indeed, what we know is extremely 
little in comparifon with what we do not and can¬ 
not know; but Hill of itfelf is much, much for 
creatures who are only at the firft ftage of rational 
thought; much for fcholars, for novices who only 
date their time of living and thinking from yefter- 
day, and who are to live and think for ever. To 
what heights has the human intelled foared in 
numberlefs refpeds ! how far has it not raifed itfelf 
above vifible things! It has afeended even to 
the deity, to the firft, eternal caufe of all things, 
and feels itfelf happy in the adoration of fupreme 
perfedion ! How much does it not comprehend, 
furvey, and compare, by meditation ! And where 
are the limits that it cannot abfolutely tranfeend! 
When has man learned fo much, and fo much exer- 
cifed himfelf in thought, that he has not much 
more yet to learn, and may not employ himfelf 
much better ? Who can reckon up the number 
of ideas and thoughts that may find place in one 
human mind of ordiuary capacity ; and when is 
the fum total of them fo great, that it may not yet 

be 
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bo infinitely increafed ? Indeed, we neither can nor 
fhould be all fcholars, all employ the greatefi: part of 
our lives in the invefligation of truth, in relieving 
on intellectual obje&s, in the improvement and the 
augmentation of our knowledge. But we may all 
learn much, actually do learn much, and all advance 
many confiderable paces on the path of knowledge 
and fpiritual perfection. We may all learn to 
think, to think with confcioufnefs, to think ratio¬ 
nally : and if we be wife men, if we be chriftians, 
we learn to controul fenfuality, and to govern our- 
felves ; we learn to be virtuous, to be pious, to a£t 
upon found principles, from pure and generous mo¬ 
tives ; we learn to know God, to love him, to con- 
verfe and to have communication with him; and 
the longer we live and thus employ our lives, the 
better do w e learn all this, the apter are we in all 
thefe matters, the more eafily and fuccefsfully can 
we apply our mental powers to them ; the greater 
treafures of more ul'eful knowledge, and more cor¬ 
rect perceptions do we lay up; the nearer do we ap¬ 
proach our perfeftion. Something may be added 
to our acquirements every year, every day, every 
hour, and it is purely our own fault when this is 
not the cafe. Who would not then in this view 
cry out, with the pfalmift, Lord, let my foul live, 
and it (hall praife thee! that it may be ever advancing 
in the knowledge of truth, in the knowledge of 
thee who art the original fountain of truth} that 
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it may be always learning to think more juftly, 
and always to employ its faculties in a better and 
worthier manner ? 

This life is farther of great value, it is highly 
defirable, as in it we may attempt and achieve much 
good. And in fad, my dear friends, how much 
may we not do for ourfelves and for others, for the 
large and the little fociety to which we belong! 
How far, either mediately or immediately, operate 
about us 1 What a manifold influence, and to what 
immenfe extent, may we have on the happinefs of 
our brethren ! And to this purpofe, we need nei¬ 
ther be fovereigns, nor ftatefmen, nor heroes, nor 
inventors of new difcoveries, nor leaders and teach¬ 
ers of the people; in every condition, in every Na¬ 
tion, in every walk of life, in every lawful calling, 
we may daily and hourly effed fome good. We 
have only to fulfil our obligations, to difcharge them 
regularly in the beft manner, only ever to travel on 
in the road of chriftian integrity and virtue, and in 
every inftance to do what love to God and man in¬ 
vites us to; fo (hall we fpread goodnefs in general 
all around us, difturbing none, injuring none, but 
rejoicing thoufands, and being ufeful to thoufands 
more. What a benign influence have order, appli¬ 
cation, induflry, diligence, fidelity and confcientiouf- 
nefs in affairs, upon all with whom we have to do, 
who Hand in nearer or remoter connedions with us! 
What a genial light, what a refplendent luftre does 
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every good, every generous example, thro w round 
it, and how productive is it frequently in as good, 
as generous aCtions ! How much may we do by 
words and by works, by the whole of our carriage 
among the members of our family, our acquaint¬ 
ance, our friends and our countrymen, and again 
by them among others, and probably among people 
utterly unknown to us, and far diftant from us! 
Who can calculate all the bleffed confequences 
often produced by a prudent piece of advice, a 
word well fpoken with fentiment and energy, a 
truly chriftian act, an admonition feafonably intro¬ 
duced, fonie magnanimous facrifice, fome public- 
fpirited undertaking — and which it will produce in 
future ? And when are we wanting in an opportu¬ 
nity either of comforting fome mourner, of cheering 
fome victim of diltrefs, of affifting fome indigent, or 
relieving fome poor and needy perfon ? When is 
there a fcarcity of opportunities for inftruCting the 
ignorant, for correcting and reforming the wicked, 
for confirming and delighting the good, for encou¬ 
raging and fupporting public inftitutions for the 
common benefit, and by all thefe means of providing 
for our own ? How few days, how few hours of 
our lives unlefs by our own fault, pafs quite delli- 
tute of occafions, quite void of incitements to do 
fome kind of good, to further fome beneficent de- 
figns, or to bring them to effeCt about us! May 
not therefore every day, every hour, we pafs as wife 
men, as chriltians, incrcafe the iura of the good we 
6 do, 
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do, and the fum of human happinefs promoted by 
our means ? And how great mull this fum be in 
the courfe of a whole life fpent according to the 
precepts of chriftian wifdom and virtue! What 
think ye, my pious hearers, is a life, that may be 
fo productive in good confequences and effects, 
without any worth; mult it not be of the higheft 
value? May not a man fay, upon the founded 
principles. Let my foul live, and it (hall praife 
thee, that it may glorify thee by righteoufnefs and 
beneficence, and like thee diflufe more joy and 
felicity around ? 

This life has thirdly a great value, it is highly 
defirable; as in it we may enjoy fo much good. 
How manifold, how rich, how inexauftible, are 
the fources of pleafure, fatisfaftion and joy, which 
God has prepared and opened for us, in nature, in 
religion, in domeftic, in civil and human fociety! 
Of what various and inexhauftible impreflions and 
feelings are we not rendered capable by our fenfes, 
our underllanding and our heart! Certainly, my 
dear friends, if we were lefs inattentive, lefs cold 
and infenfible, than we but too frequently are, we 
fiiould be aitonifhed at the amount of the bleffings 
we daily and hourly enjoy; we fhould acknow¬ 
ledge and feel at our hearts, the preponderance, 
the great and manifefl: preponderance of good to 
evil in life; and, (truck with admiration and gra¬ 
titude, (hould exclaim, Lord, the whole earth and 
the whole of our lives are full of thy goodnefs! — 

What 
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What confcious fatisfaction in our abilities and our 
health have we had, during the greateft part of 
our lives! What pleafure accompanies eating and 
drinking, waking and fleeping, employment and reft, 
the ufe of our organs of fenfe, and the application 
of our mental powers! What pieafures do not 
filence, and lonely meditation, afford us, and what 
pieafures arife from focial converfe and the com¬ 
munication of our thoughts and fentiinents to 
others! What joys attend the father and the mo¬ 
ther of a family in the comforts of their dwelling, 
in the poffeffion of domeftic felicity ; what joys are 
prepared for the friend in the heart and in the 
company of his friend! And with what ftill purer, 
ftill higher joys, is the man, the chriftian, bleffed 
in the pious elevation of his heart to God, in the 
public and private adoration of him, in commu¬ 
nion with the allperfect mind ! What fatisfadtion, 
what agreeable, what delightful fenfations follow 
upon every labour fuccefsfully ended, every van- 
quifhed difficulty, every affliction patiently fuf- 
tained, every good action, every victory over our- 
felves, every advance to perfedtion, every profpedt 
of future happinefs! —- And how much mitigation 
of toil, how much refrelhment and comfort in 
afflidtions, how many helps in diftrefs, how many 
means of efcape, or how much courage and ftrength 
in danger, how much hope even in mifery, does 
a wife and kind providence caufe us to find within 
and without us; and how mudi light does all this 
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flied even on the gloomier and lefs happy portions of 
our lives! Nay, my dear friends, what day, what 
hour of our lives, that does not fome way or other 
teftify of the kindnefs of our maker and preferver, 
that does not bring with it fome kind of fatisfac- 
tion or pleafure or comfort to the wife man and 
the chriftian ? And if fome gloomy hours, fome 
difmal days fucceed, how are they loft among the 
far, far greater number of more happy, more de¬ 
lightful days and hours! But how great rauft be 
the value of fuch a life, that is fo rich in fatisfac- 
tions and joys, to every man of reflection and fen- 
timent! What a precious boon muft the preferva- 
tion and continuance of it be in his fight! And 
how much reafon has he to pray to God in the 
words of the pfalmift, Let my foul live, and it 
fhall praife thee! that it may enjoy thy bounty, 
and praife thee for it with a joyful heart! 

But that, my pious hearers, which gives the 
’greateft weight to thefe feveral reafons for highly 
prizing human life, what renders it moft definable, 
is, that during the courfe of it we may fit and 
capacitate ourfelves for better and greater objects 
in the world to come. Without this profpeCt, our 
knowledge and fpiritual perfection would have but 
little value, our virtue but little attraction and re* 
compcnfe, our joy but little fatisfaCtion, and ftill 
lefs continuance. Chiefly by the connection of the 
prefent with the future, by the influence this has 
upon that, all we now are and do and enjoy, is of 

real 



THE VALUE OF HUMAN LIFE, 8 1 

real importance, and brings unending conferences 
after it. At prefent we can do nothing for becom¬ 
ing wifer, better and more pious, which does not 
prepare and fmooth the way for us to a higher 
degree of perfection and happinefs in the future 
world. We can now perform no good deed that 
is not attended with everlafting benefit. We now 
enjoy no innocent, generous delight, which does 
not render us capable of {till greater delights, and 
fecure them to us. We are now working and la¬ 
bouring for eternity. Now even exertion and toil 
may become pleafure, forrows become joys, and 
Ioffes become gains. Here we are to learn, there 
to make the belt ufe of what we have learnt; here 
to ftrengthen our faculties by exercife, there to 
apply them to more important purpofes; here to 
fow good grain, there to reap of it happinefs and 
glory ; here to fit ourfelves for converfe with fupe- 
rior fpirits, there actually to enjoy their converfe; 
here to refemble Jcfus, our chieftain and lord, in 
virtuous and pious difpofitions, there in glory and 
blifs; here approach nearer to the deity, there find 
the completion of all our afpirations in more inti¬ 
mate communion with him. The longer then we 
live here, the more good we conceive and perform 
and promote and enjoy ; the greater perfection 
and felicity await us hereafter. The purer and 
richer our fowing here, the richer and more glo¬ 
rious will be our harvefl hereafter. Thus may 
every day and every hour of this life lay for us'the 
vol. i. o founda- 
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foundation of unfading honours, of ever blooming 
joys. And fliall fuch a life, a life attended by 
confcquenccs fo great and continuing in eternity, 
(hall fuch a life be of no great value in our eyes ? 
fhall it not iufpire us with the with of the pfalmift: 
Let my foul live, o God, and it fliall praife thee! 
that it may here be expert in thy praife, and be 
able more worthily to praife thee hereafter! 

Yes, my pious hearers, human life is incontef- 
tably of great and real value: the defire of its 
prefervation and continuance is not unworthy either 
of the fage or the chriftian. It is the fchool of 
wifdom, the fchool of virtue, the firft ftep to our 
perfection, a fource of numberlefs fatisfaftions and 
plcafurcs, the preparatory ftation to a more exalt¬ 
ed, to an everlafting life. Rejoice then in it, re¬ 
joice in your life; thank God daily for this gift of 
his bounty; acknowledge and feel its value and its 
deltination; fupport, preferve it carefully; life it 
worthily ; purfue its affairs with pleafure and fide¬ 
lity ; enjoy its fat refactions and delights with a 
grateful and a cheerful heart; bear its hardfhips 
and afflictions without murmuring; exercife your 
gifts and endowments; drive conftantly to learn 
more ufeful knowledge, conftantly to do more good, 
to enjoy more pure and more generous fatisfactions, 
conftantly to become wifer and better and more 
generally ufeful; be never weary in well-doing, 
and in promoting the happinefs of your fellow- 
creatures, fmee you may expect to reap in due 

time 
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time without ceafing ; work, like our great leader 
and prccurfor Jefus, while it is day, left the night 
come upon you before your talk be finilhed ; care¬ 
fully redeem the time, and mark as much as pof- 
fible every day of your lives with fome good action; 
regard and treat all things in reference to the fu¬ 
ture, and let the fublime, the joyful fentiment of 
a better, an everlafting life be conftantly prefent 
to your mind. 



SERMON V. 


The Value of Health. 


Q OD, who, amongft the innumerable multitudes 
of creatures which thy almighty goodnefs call¬ 
ed to be, haft alfo given us exiftence, praifed be 
thy fovereign bounty for all the graces and powers 
thou haft beftowed upon us, for all the pleafures 
and joys of which thou haft made us capable, for 
all the connections in which thou haft placed us 
with vifible and invifible objects, with the material 
and the fpiritual world! Though we have much in 
common with the beafts of the field, yet are we 
alfo related to the angels; we are thy offspring. 
Yes, our body as well as our foul plainly witneffes 
thy infinite intelligence, and the more than fatherly 
kindnefs with which thou doft embrace and blefs thy 
creatures. And the place that thou haft afligned us 
in thy dominion, how adequate to our nature and 
deftination! how adapted to draw forth and to 
exercife our capacities and powers, to form us into 
intelligent, wife and virtuous men, and thereby to 
prepare us for a fuperior life! Lord, we humbly 

adore 
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adore thee, as our creator and father, rejoicing 
that we are, and that we are what thy wife goodnefs 
commanded us to be. Let us then, o bounteous 
parent, continually rejoice in our exiftence and our 
nature, and grant that we may conftantly feek our 
perfection and happinefs in the way wherein crea¬ 
tures fuch as we are fhould feek and attain them. 
Teach us to ufe our body and our mind, which are 
both thy property, according to thy will ; to treat 
them both as a pofleflion committed to our truft by 
thee, and fo to nurture both, as becomes men, 
whom thou haft indeed placed far above the irra¬ 
tional animals, yet not elevated to the rank of pure 
intelligences independent on terreftrial wants. To 
the furtherance of thefe views, blefs our reflexions 
on the doCtrines about to be delivered. Let us 
clearly perceive the value of the benefits which 
thou vouchfafeft to us by the preservation of our 
health and our abilities, and thus be incited to the 
beft employment of them. We implore it of thee 
as the votaries of thy fon Jefus, and addrefs thee 
further in his holy name: Our father, &c. 


ephes. v. 29. 

No man ever yet hated his own flefh ; but nouriflieth 
and cherilheth it, See. 

J T feems fuperfluous to admonilh mankind of the 
great value of health, and to urge them by many 
arguments to fulfil the duties incumbent upon them 
g 3 in 
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in this refpccc. Who lias n< t an abhorrence for 
whatever is called forrow and pain ? Who is not 
delighted at being in good health ? Who is not 
defirous of preferving it and retaining it unimpaired 
even to extreme old age ? Who would purpofely 
do anything that he is convinced will be prejudicial 
to him in reference to it ? “ No man,” fays the 

apoltle in our text, “ ever yet hated his own flefli; 
“ but nourifheth and cherifheth it.” All this, my 
pious hearers, generally ■fpeaking, is very true. 
But probably we do not confider the matter fuffi- 
ciently as a duty. Perhaps we fet not a fufficient 
value upon health, or not upon right principles. 
Perhaps we do noj plainly perceive how ferviceable 
chriftianity may be likewife in this refpeft to its 
true confeffors. And from all thefe caufes we cer¬ 
tainly fall into many errors, which, if we had a 
plainer and jufter conception of the matter, we 
ihould avoid. Well then, my dear friends, permit 
me now to fubmit a few fuggellions hereupon to 
your confideration. And to this end, let us firfl 
examine into the value of health; then confider 
the duties we have to fulfil in that rcfpcct; and 
laflly inquire how well adapted the chriltian doc¬ 
trine is to aflift us in the performance of thefe 
duties, and even in that view to promote our 
happinefs. 

Health is unqueftionably of great value. It is 
the firft and principal of all the outward endow¬ 
ments we poffefs j the ground and means of the % 

cheerfuj 
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cheerful enjoyment and beft ufe of all the reft. It 
is far more excellent than riches, than authority 
and honour, than all external pre-eminence how 
fplendid foevcr; fince, by the lofs or decay of this, 
they lofe almoft the whole of their value. This is 
a fad: which neither our own experience, nor that 
of others, will allow us to doubt. Would you 
fenfibly feel this truth, my dear friends; only call 
to mind the hours, the days, you have probably 
part in ficknefs and pain ; the hours and the days 
in which you have been difpirited, languid, ener¬ 
vated, utterly unfit for all ufeful occupations, for 
all arbitrary motion, for the enjoyment of the plea- 
fures and fatisfa&ions of life; ftghing on a gloomy 
couch, and with every returning day, with every 
refilefs and anxious night, feeing nothing before 
you but frelh pains and fufferings, or the total dif- 
l'olution of your body: • and then compare with 
them the cheerfulnefs and alacrity that animate you 
now that you are in health; the delightful fenti- 
ment that you have of your faculties; the eafe and 
agility with which you move and ufe your body 
and all its members; the vivacity with which you 
enter upon and tranfect your bufinefs; the relifh 
with which you can enjoy the fatisfaclions of life $ 
the carelefs tranquillity with which at night you 
throw yourfelf into the arms of fleep, and the 
fprightlinefs with which you behold the rifmg day. 
— Or, if you have been fo happy a^ to have had 
no perfonal experience of pain and ficknefs, vifit 
o 4 your 
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your friends and acquaintance, who are groaning 
under the burden of fuch afflictions, or leading a 
life of infirmity and languor, and for a moment 
put yourfelf in their place, and fet their condition 
againft yours: and, unlefs you are totally void of 
feeling, a genial confcioufncfs of the high value of 
health will pervade your heart, accompanied by the 
fmcereft gratitude to heaven ; you will look upon 
it as the richefl. boon of life, as the endowment 
without which all others have hardly any worth. 

And indeed, without health, what are all the 
beauties, the bounties, the delights, and the attrac¬ 
tions of nature and fociety ? While all nature ap¬ 
pears in fefial iplendor to 1 the man in health j 
while the unclouded fky, and the variegated earth, 
enamelled with flowers of a thoufand dyes, and 
breathing fragrant odours, expand his foul; while 
he, with jocund heart, unites in the general jubilee 
of all living creatures rejoicing in the fenfation of ex- 
iftence: the man labouring under ficknefs and infir¬ 
mity is but little if at all affefted by it. All appears to 
him to wear the garb of woe ; all feems to mourn 
around him, all dcfolate and lifelefs; and though 
he cannot be deaf to the rapturous founds of joy, 
yet he hears them but too often with inward loath¬ 
ing, and feels the irkfomenefs of his life and his 
own deficiency of joy but fo much the deeper. 
While the man in health is exerting his faculties 
and abilities, and availing himfelf of all his attain¬ 
ments, and thus magnifying the value of them in 
, his 
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Ills own eyes; while he is enjoying the mod diver* 
fified pleafures of edeem and love, of friendfliip, 
of converfation; is finding on all Tides entertain¬ 
ment for his fenfes, food for his mind, and his 
heart; and in thefe feveral refpe&s is able to give 
as much as he receives: all this time the man con¬ 
fined by ficknefs and infirmity to his clofe apart¬ 
ment, to his gloomy couch, to a fmall circle of 
people, who probably attend him more out of ob¬ 
ligation and neceffity than from affection, is per¬ 
haps a burden to himfeif and to others; ready to 
fink under the preffure of difeafe and forrow, un- 
lefs he have learnt, to draw from fources of con¬ 
tentment and folace in his own bolom! •— No, 
without health, there is no real enjoyment of life, 
no inward genial fentiment either of the mental or 
corporeal faculties, no eafy, bold exertion of thofe 
faculties; but indead a tormenting fenfe of infir¬ 
mities and pains, recollections of pad, and anxious 
apprehenfiens of future fufferings, alarming declen- 
fion of the viral energy, and dread of the fuccelfive 
threats, the indant approach of its total extinction. 
And who can fenfibly reprefent to himfeif this 
doleful condition, without feeling the value of its 
contrad, the value of health ? 

Health has farther a great value, my pious 
hearers, as? a means to higher purpofes, as it may 
every way promote our moral perfection, and our 
ufefulnefs in the world. What can we not under¬ 
take and achieve, if we be but in health! How 
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we are encouraged and animated to all things! 
For what labours and what undertakings do we 
think we have not fuflicicnt ability! What diffi¬ 
culties or obftades do we allow to deter us from 
them ? How much eafier is reflection and every 
application and ufe of our mental faculties 1 How 
much more fuccefsfully do all our enterprifes pro¬ 
ceed ! What exertion, what intrepidity, what 
perfeverance, are we not capable of with it! 
How little do we heed danger! How many ad- 
verfe events does it not enable us to bear, without 
being much agitated by them! How capable 
therefore are we of performing all, even the fe- 
vercr duties of our ftation, with cheerfulnefs and 
pleafure, and of labouring at our own felicity, as 
well as that of our brethren, with alacrity and fuc- 
cefs 1 How difpofed to diffufe happinefs and joy 
of various kinds around us! 

How very different is the cafe in general with 
fuch as are in the contrary predicament! How 
various, how great is the detriment attending the 
diminution and the privation of health to our- 
felves and to others, in a view to morality, to the 
performance of our duties, to the general utility! 
The want of health moft commonly difturbs and 
debilitates our mind; and in menacing the one 
with deftru&ion, it likewife threaten^ the other 
with lethargy, fupinenefs, and lifelefs languor: 
now totally incapacitating us for profound and con¬ 
tinued reflection j now rendering it extremely diffi¬ 
cult j 
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cult; darkening and confufing our former concep¬ 
tions and ideas, and laying tremendous difficulties in 
the way of every attempt to exert our faculties. 
Frequently all light and truth and certainty vanifh 
from before our eyes; darkncfs and doubt obnu¬ 
bilate our relaxed underftanding, and our deadened 
heart can feeljio influence of reviving hope, and is 
fad lhut againft every emotion of the higher and 
nobler kinds. How apt are we to be led by the 
want of health to a fullen and repining temper, to 
impatient murmurings, to difeontentednefs with 
our condition and the methods of providence! 
And how ealily may all this difpirit us in the pur- 
fuit of fuperior perfeclion! how greatly prevent 
us from becoming fo wife and fo good as we other- 
wife might! 

I am well aware, my pious hearers, that even 
afflictions and fuft'erings of every kind, when rightly 
eftimated and properly applied, may contribute 
much to our moral and intellectual perfection, that 
they are adapted to render us wifer and better. 
But we need not be afraid, of ever feeling the 
want of fuch fuflerings, though we perfectly un- 
derftand the value of health, and fulfil our duties 
in the prefervation of it with the utmoft confcien- 
tioufnefs and care. The inconflancy of all exter¬ 
nal objects, the verfatility of fortune, the concern 
we take in the welfare of tjthers, fo many unfuc- 
cefsful labours, difappointed expectations and infu- 
perable difficulties, will always fumifh us with 

opportu- 
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opportunities enough for excrcifmg the wifdom 
and virtues of chriflianity. — And then certainly 
the fruit produced by a ltrong and healthy tree on 
its natural foil, will be founder, riper, and of a 
finer flavour, than that which is forced by artificial 
heat to an unnatural maturity. 

This is not all. Still more various and more 
grievous is the injury occafioned by the lofs of 
health to ourfelves and to others, when we our- 
felves are guilty of it: and this we mull not omit 
to notice if we would view and judge the matter 
on its moral fide, as in that refpeft it is of the 
utmofl: importance. By injuring or ruining our 
health, wc become not only a burden to ourfelves, 
but are likewife troublefome to thofe who are con¬ 
nected with us, or dependent on us. We commu¬ 
nicate uneafinefs, anxiety, forrow, melancholy to 
all about us, in a narrower or a larger circle, ac¬ 
cording to our fituation in life. We wound and 
afflict fome, and ftimulate others to impatience, to 
anger, to a culpable breach of their duties. — Nay, 
more j we thereby injure the whole community to 
which we belong. We rob it of our fervices, or 
add to their burdens who had already enough to 
to bear. We deprive ourfelves of the means and 
the opportunities of being ufeful to others, or of 
promoting their interefts in a higher degree. We 
perhaps flop ihort in the faireft and moll laudable 
coorfe of aCtion, and leave our belt works and 
undertakings unfinifhed. And from what fources 

of 
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of fatisfa&ion and pleafure for future times, and 
even for eternity, do we thus exclude ourfelves! 

By impairing and ruining our health, we not un- 
frequently do an irreparable injury to fuch as have 
the jufteft title to our intire affeCfion, as being con¬ 
nected with us in the clofeft ties. We cut them off 
from the advice, the protection, the affiftance, the 
provifion, they have the ftricfeft right to expeCt from 
us, and which they cannot fo confidently hope to 
receive from any other. We thereby plunge them 
perhaps into the utmoft indigence and diftrefs, bring 
them to the brink of ruin, and leave them a prey to 
poverty, to feduCtion, to mifery. Let fathers and 
mothers particularly refleCt upon this; and when 
they are tempted to extravagance, intemperance and 
voluptuoufnefs, to violent palfions, or to whatever 
elfe may be hurtful to their health, let them call 
one ferious pitying look on their uneducated, help- 
lefs infants, or children who Hand ftill more in need 
of their advice and care; or on the dear partner of 
their life; and furely it muff recall them to the dif- 
charge of their duties and mqke it again their depght 1 

Nay, it happens not unfrequently, that he who 
impairs or deltroys his health by irregular living, 
renders himfelf guilty of a crime againft his whole 
po(ferity, and entails mifery and death even upon 
ihofe who open their eyes to the light of the world 
not till long after he is no more. Children bom 
of infirm, unhealthy parents, commonly become 
parents of children ftill more unhealthy and infirm, 

fS and 
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and thefe produce again a like pofterity, till the 
race, finking deeper and deeper under the burden 
of its various difeafes and infirmities, at length dies 
out and is extinft. 

So varioufly and fo widely diffufed are the mif- 
chiefs that arife from the impairment and the ruin 
of our health to ourfelves and to others, that our 
account mull be heavy when it proceeds from our 
own guilty conduft. 

And now, my pious hearers, fhould any man feek 
his honour and renown in it; fhall we pretend to call 
it true courage or fortitude of mind, to defpife all 
care of our health, or not to be (Economical of it; to 
truft to our youth or our ftrength, and purpofely 
lay fiege to it, in a manner, by irregularity and ex- 
cefs, and flight the admonitions of prudence ? No, 
it is rafhnefs; folly, inexcufable folly, for a man 
wantonly to endanger the lofs of fo invaluable, fo 
indifpenfable a bleffing of life, and to bring upon 
himfelf and others fuch manifold, and frequently 
fuch irreparable mifchiefs. —Confider this, all you 
that are ftill in the bloom of life, in the full pof- 
feffion of your energies. RefleS upon it not bare¬ 
ly in reference to the prefent, but alfo to the future. 
Pra&ife not with your health and ftrength, as if 
they could never be weakened or worn out. 
Confume them not in the fervice of vice, or a loofe 
and irregular condu&. Never forget that in ad¬ 
vanced years many occupations and duties, many 
troubles and affii&ions await you, which will then 

prove 
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prove heavy or light to you, as you have managed 
your early years and your youthful vigour. 

And let no man fay,"when he exceeds the bounds 
of moderation in eating and drinking, in anger or 
any other paffion: That is my buftnefs; if I do an in¬ 
jury I do it to myfelf alone ; it is I that mull fuffer 
and do penance for my folly. Certainly thou wilt, 
whoever thou art that thinkeft and fpeakeft thus ; 
thou wilt fuffer and do penance for it, and probably 
much more, and much longer than thou doft at 
prefent imagine; and thou wilt fuffer what thou haft 
deferved. But thou canft not fuffer alone, others 
mull fuffer with thee; and they innocently fuffer. 
Is this no injuftice ? no crime ? does this deferve no 
punifhment ? Or how ? Can the father of a family, 
can the mother of a family, can the public function¬ 
ary in the flate or in the church, can one whom 
God has endowed with particular gifts and accom- 
plifhments, can any one who Hands in connection 
with others, impair and ruin his health, lofe his fa¬ 
culties by the abufe of them, render himfelf unfit 
for his bufinefs and the duties of his calling, without 
injuring at the fame time many others, direCtly or 
indireCtly, at prefent, or in the fequel, in body or 
in mind, without diminifhing the total amount of 
abilities, and the good arifing from them to the 
whole. 

Can we reflect upon all this, my dear friends, and 
entertain the fmalleft doubt that health is of very 
great value; that the abufe and wilful negleCt of it 
are highly criminal, that it is by no means indifferent 

how 
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how we behave in regard of it ? — And how then 
fhould we conduct ourfelves in this regard ? What 
are the duties we have here to obfervc ? 

We fhould above all things eftecm health as a 
gift of the divine bounty, granted us for important 
purpofes and intimately connected with our perfec¬ 
tion and happinefs. And here we are to avoid cer¬ 
tain falfe conceptions of the little value and low de- 
ftination of the human body; conceptions in pur- 
fuance whereof it is not unfrequcntly reprefented as 
the prifon, as the dungeon of the foul, the clog and 
impediment to its perfection. All fuch roprefenta- 
tions are the offspring of a gloomy, peevifh difpofi- 
tion, or of a heated, enthufiaftic imagination, indu¬ 
cing a man to pretend to be more than he is or can 
be, to be diffatisfied with the rank affigned him by 
his maker, and to vainly exalt himfelf into a totally 
different clafs of beings. Hence it is, that fenfual 
appetites and gratifications are too often confounded 
with finful appetites and gratifications; and by con¬ 
demning the former together with the latter, the 
body, as the caufe and the inftrument of them, is con- 
fidered as fomething vile and detrimental to our per¬ 
fection. No, my pious hearers, the body, at lead in 
our prefent ftate, belongs as effentially to the nature 
of man, as the foul; and it is the conjunction of both 
which makes man to be what he is. As the body 
without the foul would not be man, but a machine or 
an inanimate organized fuftance ; fo neither would 
the foul without the body be man, but a fpirit or ra¬ 
ther a fpiritual being, whofe’thinking faculty could 

probably 
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bably never be unfolded and produced in aftion 
but for this conjunftion. The chriftian do&rine too, 
that heavenly wifdom, completely coincides with this 
idea. It always confiders man as man, and treats 
him as man, as a compound being, and not as 
fome fpirit, confined during a feries of years for its 
punilhment to this earthly fiiell. It enjoins us in¬ 
deed to govern our body and our fenfuat appetites; 
but not to defpife the former, ar eradicate the lat¬ 
ter. It gives us to expect after this life a new, but 
a more perfect and more durable tenement or ta- 
bernaoie than the prefent; and confoles us, not fo 
much with the hope of being foon delivered from 
this body, as by the affurance that we fha.Il receive 
it again at the refurre&ion of the dead, or that from 
the germ within it, a new one, more glorious and 
incorruptible Ihall expand around us. — Neither rea- 
fon nor fcripture therefore command us to defpife 
our body and its welfare; but we are taught by 
both to prize and to rejoice in the health and 
ftrength of it as real important benefits to man, as 
an eflimable prefent of divine munificence. 

But, if h be fo great a privilege, fo great a prefent, 
it is further our duty, on one hand, to avoid all 
things that may deprive us of it, or difturb us in 
the poffeffion or enjoyment of it; and on the other 
to neglect nothing that may Jupport and confirm it. 
On.this head you do not certainly, my pious hearers, 
expert that 1 can give you particular inttru&ions. 
Every perfon mull in this refpeft pay attention to 
vol. i. h himfelf j 
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himfelf; obfefve the noxious of falutary effe&s, 
which external objefts as well as internal revolutions 
in the flate of his mind have upon his body and 
his health ; compare and contrail together his bodily 
conftitution, his faculties, his affairs, his circum- 
ftances; and then conduct himfelf according to the 
information he acquires frcjm often repeated and 
careful obfervations and experiences. We fhould 
however, — and this is what as a teacher of religion 
I ought to recommend to you, and can with the 
utmoll confidence recommend, - 1 - we fhould culti¬ 
vate temperance, peace of mind, contentment; we 
fhould lead a bufy, laborious, innocent and blame- 
lefs life, free from all anxious, unchriilian cares: 
we fhould judge of the good or bad quality of things, 
of their utility or their hurtfulnefs, not barely from 
their prefent effefts, but from their future confe- 
quences, what, fooner or later, they may and pro¬ 
bably will produce ; we fhould lay it down as an 
inviolable law, never for the fake of a fhort prefent 
pleafure to ran the hazard of impairing our health, 
or of laying the foundation of longer fufferings in 
future, of continued infirmity; neither fhould we 
ever fhun any unpleafant and difficult affair, merely 
becaufe it is at prefent unpleafant and difficult, or 
lays us under fome refbpint j we fhould in fhort never 
forget that our powers are circumfcribed, that we 
cannot exhauft them without detriment and danger, 
that we fhould deal oeconomically with them, and 
that we fhall always be able to execute more by 

them. 
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them, if we ufe them for a confiderable feries of 
years with prudent moderation, than if by a too fe« 
vere and uninterrupted exertion of them, we fliould 
fhortly render them utterly unferviceable. 

Again, we fliould not, and this is a third duty we 
have to obferve in this refpect, — we fhould not pam¬ 
per our body, not leave our powers to ftagnate for 
fear of exhaufting them; never decline any duty for 
fear ofinjuring our health ; and if we do but lead a 
temperate and regular life, we need not frequently, 
not anxioufly dwell on all the poffible confequences 
of every, the leaf! and moft indifferent action of life, 
or on every fcarcely perceptible alteration in our 
body. Lead of all fhould we be fwayed by this ti¬ 
midity, or this anxiety, in our moral conduit, in 
what we owe to God and to our neighbour. No, 
our duty fhould be the weightiefl: of all weighty 
concerns. This we fliould punctually endeavour to 
difeharge, as often as it comes in our way and we 
have ability for it, even though the confequences of 
it, in regard to our health, fliould not always be the 
belt. Thefe confequences we 'fhould calmly leave 
to God, who has laid thofe duties on us, and has 
given us ability and opportunity to fulfil them, and 
on whofe good pleafure it entirely depends, how 
long or how fhort a time, and in what meafure we 
are to promote his views in the world and the inferefts 
of our fellow-creatures. Eftimable as health and 
life may be, yet both of them lofe their value, when 
they are purchafed by at intentional violation of 
H 2 duty, 
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duty, by a conduct at variance with the will of God, 
and therefore at the expenfe of his approbation and 
a quiet confcieuce, or if they are to be preferved by 
becoming an inactive, ufelefs, or even a noxious 
member ®f fociety. Even in this refpedt may it be 
faid “ Whofoever will fave his life,” by the facri- 
fiee of his confcience and his duty, £C fliall lofe it; 
and whofoever will lofe his life for my fake,” for 
the fake of integrity and virtue, “ Ihall find it.” 

This, my pious hearers, is the rational, the chriftian 
concern for our health; a concern fully adequate 
to the great valueof it. If we would a£t up to our 
duty in this refpeft, we mud take the chriftian doc¬ 
trine to our affiftance. It is in an extraordiaary.man- 
ner'adapted to facilitate our performance of it, and to 
promote our happinefs alfo in this view. A few fhort 
obfervations will fet the matter beyond all doubt. 

The great commandment of the chriftian doftrine 
is love to God and to our neighbour. This it makes 
the principle of all our duties; on this it builds 
the whole of our happinefs. And if we faithfully 
adhere and conform to this commandment; if we 
are fincerely aftuated by love to God and man: 
the health of our body muft neceffarily be greatly 
benefited by Ip For* a§ much as envy, hatred, 
anger, malice, revenge, are injurious and deftruc- 
tive not only to the mind, but alfo ta the body ; fo 
are love, kmdnefs, gentlenefs, peaceablenefs and 
friendlhip benign and refrdhing to them both. If 
thofe corrupt violent paflfons, like a virulent poifon, 

occafion 
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cxxafion diforder and dilapidation in the whole man, 
by letting not only his thoughts, but likewife hb 
blood and vital fpirits in the moft hurtful agitation, 
and keeping them as it were in a continual fermen¬ 
tation : fo, on the contrary, the gentle and humane 
fentimerits of benevolence and love, produce peace 
and tranquillity, regularity and harmony in the body 
as well as in the mind; allow no irregular emotion 
to fwell into violence, but diffufe life and joy, like a 
precious balm, through all the human creature. — 
And love to God, my dear friends, how beneficial, 
how falutary mu'll it likewife be in this refpeft ! If we 
meditate upon him with a fteady complacency, with 
delight and filial confidence; if we conftantiy re¬ 
joice in his bounty,’ and, in all the good we have 
and do and enjby, are ever perceiving and feeling 
frefli teftimonies of ms fatherly providence; if we 
revere his hand »h all that happens, as the hand of 
the wife and gracious pufeftt of the univerfe ; if 
we never forget that we live dnder his guardianfhip 
and infpe&ion; if we expeft of him only good and 
conftantiy the beft; — and he Who loves God does 
all this; — how much- courage, how much life and 
joy muft it infufe into our frame! From how many 
corroding cares, frofn how many ankious troubles, 
muft.it fecufte us t How many kinds of fear and 
terror tnuft it avert from us 1 How very much muft 
it alleviate the afflictions and trouble* of life 1 — And 
who does ttotperceive what a falutary influence all 

H 3 this 
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this mult have on the prefervation of our faculties, 
the vivacity and the health of mankind ! 

Chriftian love moreover inculcates temperance 
and moderation. Not only temperance in regard to 
eating and drinking, and all other kinds of animal 
gratification j but moderation alfo in regard of our 
appetites and exertions for riches add honour, for 
power and authority, and other external diftinctions. 
It teaches us not to look upon thefe things as our 
fovereign good, not as neceffary and indifpenfable 
parts of our happinefs, not as the ultimate object 
of our purfuit: and if we wifh for them and feek 
them, our defires lhould never become paflions, nor 
our endeavours be accompanied by reftlefs anxiety. 
To whom is it not apparent, how advantageous fuch 
a moderation mult be to man in regard to his health ? 
If the former, he who is jpaflionately purfuing 
riches and honours, or other tranfitory goods, foon 
exhaufts his ftrength; if he lofe his temper on meet¬ 
ing with any difappointment, any unexpe&ed ob- 
ftacle, if every triumph of his adverfary or rival puts 
his blood in a feverilh heat, or delivers him up to a 
dark and fullen defpondency, which he carries about 
with him wherever he goes, and like a fubtile poi- 
fon, undermines his health : yet the latter, he who 
cultivates chriftian moderation, remains calm and 
refigned; he' requires nothing* impoffible in his cir- 
cumftances.and his fituation f is not furprifedat the 
erodes and difappointments he meets lyith/in his en¬ 
deavours i 
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deavours ; commits the iflue of them to God and 
fo his wife difpofal; and having learnt- with the 
apodle in the fchool of Jefus, how to fuffer want 
and how to abound, and withal to be content, the 
compofure of his mind may indeed at times be 
ruffled, but never entirely 'deftroyed j at times he 
may feel ftronger, irregular emotions and fenfations 
ftirrkig in his bread, but they- will never fwell into 
ungovernable and dedruttive paffions. — And how 
many dangers does he thus efcape in regard to his 
health and his life! 

The chriflian doctrine excites its followers and 
fupplies them with the beft motives to vivacity and 
mirth. It frees them from all needlefs cares, and 
infpires them with a determined courage. It 
teaches them to be finished with God, with them- 
felves, with the world' with the date afligned them 
by providence; it accudoms them to fix their atten¬ 
tion more upon the good than upon the evil that is 
in the world amongd marikfrid, and to enjoy all the 
good they can whenever and wherever arid with 
whomfoever they find it; and this keeps them in a 
gay and fprightly mood by opening to them on all 
fides fources of emotion no lefs innocent and virtuous 

to 

than brifk and lively.' Now afk the phyfician, how 
much fuch a date of mind and temper contributes 
to the maintenance or recovery of health and 
ftrength. He will tell you, that in mod cafes, what 
his whole art has not been able to effeft in many 
years, ferenity.of mind arid good* humour, alone 

h 4 have 
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have brought to pafs in a few months or even a 
few days. 

The chriftian do&rine holds out to us in fhort 
hopes equally magnificent and infallible in regard 
to futurity. It protnifes ns the afliftance and protec¬ 
tion of the Almighty in whatever can befall us. It 
opens lo us thefaireft profpe&s in a better, an ever- 
lafting life after death; therefore deprives this enemy 
of his terrors, and alleviates to us every misfortune 
and difafter by the expectation of a felicity, which 
will fatisfy all our defires and be more than an equi¬ 
valent for all our privations and bufferings; and no 
affeftion of the mind according to the beft judges' 
of human nature, is fo adapted to the fupport of 
our faculties and health, as hope which is not coun- 
tera&ed or diituniflied by any anxious doubts, as 
cheerful profpeGs into futurity, on which we firmly 
rely. 

Judge from all this, my pious hearers, how 
genial and benign the chriftian dodfcrine is. Perhaps 
you have feldom reflected on the vaft influence it 
may have on your bodily health. And yet nothing 
is more certain. Nay it renders the whole man, I 
mean the man whofe whole heart and mind are 
actuated and governed by it, it renders him tho* 
roughly happy in body and foul, both in the prefent 
and the future world.. Oh let this confirm and 
ftrengthen your efteetn. and love for that divine 
dodrine to which you are indebted for it. Make 
yq^&lves more and more acquainted with its max- 
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ims, which elevate the mind, comfort the heart, and 
perfect the entire man; follow more firmly and 
faithfully its precepts, which all tend to your happi- 
nefs. Let the love of God and man abide and go¬ 
vern in you; continually exercife yeurfelves in chrift- 
ian moderation; endeavour by a right way of think¬ 
ing, by an innocent and virtuous life, to. kindle and 
fupport an eafy, cheerful confidence; be ever fixing 
your hopes more immoveably on a blefled immor¬ 
tality, and learn to enioy your future happineis by 
anticipation: fo will you afluredly promote the 
health and vigour of your body, as well as the 
health and vigour of your mind, obviate a thoufand 
dangers and calamities, be !efs fenfihle to the una¬ 
voidable inconveniences and troubles of life, much 
more fully enjoy its iatisfa&iona and pleafures, and 
in all refpe&s be happy. 



SERMON VI. 


The Value of Riches. 


^^OD, creator and preferver of all things, from’ 
thee proceeds all good, and all that proceeds 
from thee is good — has the advancement of our 
perfection and happinefs in view! To this end 
thou difpenfeft riches and poverty, abundance and 
want in extremely various and manifold propor¬ 
tions. Some of thy,.children thou fetteft as guar¬ 
dians and monitors over the others; to fome thou 
committed: much, to others little; that all may 
mutually give and mutually receive, each according 
to the talent thou haft imparted to him ; that there¬ 
by the whole of thy large family on earth may be 
as well educated and as happy, as it at prefent can 
be. We humbly adore thy wife bounty, o merci¬ 
ful Father, and defire to rev4re it, with entire 
acquiefcence and fatisfa&ion, even when we cannot 
folly comprehend thy meafures and difpenfations. 
Only teach us,*we heartily implore thee, only 
teagdi^s to employ fdr the beft what thon thinkeft 
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fit to entruft us with, be it little or much, to look 
conftantly in the ufe of it to thee and to thy will, 
and never to forget that we are not proprietors but 
ftewards of thy bounties. Let us to that end tho¬ 
roughly ftudy the value and the appointment of 
terreftrial things and conftantly hold them for what 
they are, and what they particularly fhould be to 
us, that we may never more highly prize them, 
never be more ftrongly attached tb them, never 
more vehemently feek them, than they deferve. 
To the furtherance of thefe difigns, blefs the ob- 
fervations we now intend to deliver. Let us clearly 
and with conviction difeem the truth, and let it 
become in us a principle of good difpofitions and 
actions. We offer up our petitions to thee in this 
behalf in the name of Jefus Chrift, our lord, and 
further call upon thee, as he vouchfafed to teach 
us ; T)ur father, &c. 


lure xii. 15 . 

A man’s life confifteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he poflefTcth. 

JUDGMENTS, my pious hearers, concerning the 
** value of riches have been in all times and are 
ftill very various; as different .as the perception^ 
the tepipers, the circumftances,, the wants apd 
the views of mankind. With o.ne man' 
everything; with another nothing; to t 
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they aft moft effentiai, moft covetabie 5 to the lat¬ 
ter a contemptible fpurious good : to thofe the 
fne&ns of happinefs — nay, happinefs itfelf; to 
thefe the road to perdition, the fource of cares and 
Jftifery. Some affert the moft ftrenuous purfuit of 
richer to be a worthy and an honourable employ¬ 
ment ; others think they ftioukl leffen and degrade 
thetflfelve# by it. The former have the fuftrages 
of the generality of mankind in their favour; while 
the iattef have indeed all the moralifts on their 
fide, but very few of any other defcription of men. 
They are both in the wrong, my pious hearers. 
The one fort attribute too much to riches; and the 
ether afcribe to them too little value. The one 
turns what only Is and can be a means to happi¬ 
nefs, into happinefs itfelf 5 and the other confounds 
riches with avarice, or with their abufe. M&tiNftd, 
in judging of the real value of riches, have gene¬ 
rally beheld, and they ftill occafionally behold 
them merely in the view of poffefiion and not in 
the ufe of them; and, then the auftere moralift 
who totally reje&s them, is undoubtedly more in 
the right than his opponent. 

In oar days the* value of riches in this refpeft, 
namely in regard to poifelfion and ufe, is otherwife 
Rtid generally bettey efthnated, than it was 6n the 
Whole, twenty or perhaps ten years ago. It' hap¬ 
pens now comparatively but feldom, that riches are 
athafled merely for the fake of amaffing, that men 
itHv| to be rich, only that they may be rich, accu¬ 
mulate. 
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mulate, merely that they may poflefs much. At 
prefent all are inclined to enjoy, all make ufe of 
their property or their wealth; and in all proba¬ 
bility, if the prefent tafte continues, fame thirty or 
forty years hence, very few immenfely rich perfons 
will be found among us. At any rate, the prefent 
is the fmaller error of the two. Enjoyment is bet¬ 
ter than poffeflion. A moderate property that a 
man makes ufe of, is better than a greater un¬ 
employed. But- every kind of enjoyment and ufe 
is not equally innocent; every one is not refpeft- 
able; only one is the right, — And then likewife 
this judgment concerning the value of riches, 
however juft it may be, is not therefore complete. 
We ftiould confider them, not only in reference to 
poffeflion and enjoyment, but alfo to their acqui- 
fition ; not barely attend to their influence on our 
outward circumftances, but likewife to their influ¬ 
ence oh our natural and moral perfe&ion; and 
then pafs our verdift on them, not merely accor¬ 
ding to what they are in refpeS to us, but in re- 
fpecf to others and to the community at large. And 
this we will now endeavour to dp, my pious hear* 
ers. We will firft accurately examine and ascer¬ 
tain the value of riches; and* then deduce fame 
refults from it. , 

Our Saviour gives us in pur text the true prin¬ 
ciple for afcertaiamg the value of riches. A man's 
life confifteth not, lays he, in the abundance of 
the things which he poffeffeth. That is, no one is 
9 happy 
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happy merely bccaufc he is rich. And yet fucb 
numbers of perfons, perhaps the generality of man¬ 
kind, think that nothing, abfolutely nothing but 
riches is wanting to make them happy ? But Jtfus 
underftood mankind and their wants much better 
than they commonly do themfelves. For being 
happy, it is neceflary that we fhould have a found 
and right underftanding, a well-regulated, pious, 
contented heart; and he that poffefles fuch a mind 
and fuch a heart, is happy, be he poor or be he 
rich ; and he to whom thefe are wanting, can never 
be happy, even though he lives in the greateft 
abundance. We will not however confine our- 
felves at prefent merely to this declaration, however 
true and important, but endeavour to form per- 
fpicuous ideas of the nature and condition of the 
fubjeft, in its whole extent. 

Riches, taken in the abftraft, without reference 
to their ufe, have no value whatever. This is* clear 
to every refle&ing perfon. What would it avail 
me, who at the Utmoft can only hope to live fe- 
venty or eighty years in the world, if I could heap 
together and lay up in fafe cuftody fo great a ftock 
of provifions, of raiment of every kind, of the im¬ 
plements of conveniency and pleafure, as in the 
fpace of two or more centuries I could neither con- 
fume, nor ufe, nor enjoy ? Suppofe now money, 
gold and filver* in the Head of thefe provifions, 
thofe cloaths, and thofe implements of conveniency 
and pleafure; will they have acquired a greater. 

value 
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value becaufe I have changed them into metal ? Is 
this metal any thing but the fign of my pretenfions 
on fo much provifion, cloaths and the implements 
of conveniency or pleafure ? And is not the fign 
as infignificant to me as the materials themfelves, if 
I do not or cannot make ufe of either ? Should I 
not be in the fame fituation as a man who orders 
an hundred difhes to be daily fet before him and 
keeps them all to himfelf, and yet can only tafte of 
a few ? or in the fituation of a man who poffeffed 
a hundred convenient and fpacious manfions of 
his own property, and yet could only dwell in 
one ? — This then is a plain proof, that riches 
without regard to the ufe of them are nothing ; 
deferve not the fmalleft eflimation, nor are worth 
the lead endeavours to obtain. And on this fide 
muft the generality of moralifts, ancient and 
modern, have confidered them, when they pro¬ 
nounced them tq be only fpurious goods, and en¬ 
joined their difciplus to defpife them altogether, or 
to behold them with the utmoll indifference. 

But they have undoubtedly other and better 
points of view in which they appear a real advan¬ 
tage, or as the means of procuring us real and 
permanent advantages; in which they deferve the 
efteem and moderate endeavours of the wife man, 
and even by the chriftian need not be held indif¬ 
ferent. On this fide we will now confider them, 
for fixing their real value. We will fee what they 

are 
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are and may be in refpeX to their poffeffor, and 
what in refped to the whole community. 

In regard to their poffeffor, riches that have been 
earned have a greater value than thole obtained by 
inheritance. I take it for granted that the man 
has acquired them by lawful means, without 
wounding his confcienee, or negle&ing his higher 
duties ; and that he has procured them not by one 
or a few fortunate cafualdes, but by a regular and 
continued induftry. He. that has acquired riches 
by this means, cannot but have more or lefs pro* 
moted his intriafic fpiritual perfection thereby} 
and in the very acquirement of them has found an 
.. a&ual and lafting benefit, without regard either to 
the poffeflion or enjoyment of them. For, while 
thus acquiring riches he unfolds and exercifes his 
mental faculties, employs and ftrengthens them. 
The buffnefe he carries on; the plans he forms j 
the experiments he makes} the connexions he en¬ 
ters into with others, and which they maintain with 
him} the favourable or unfavourable circumftances 
that arife; the various difpofitions of the perfons 
with whom he has to do; the multifarious revo¬ 
lutions in tafte and fafoion, fometimes advantageous 
and fometimes adverfe to him, the fudden and 
unexpeXed turns that certain affairs and tranfac- 
tions take} the dangers which threaten him} the 
delightful poofpe&s that open to his view} the 
fecoueat chaoses of fortune, and the uncertainty 

of 
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of all human affairs: all thcfc excite obfcrvadon, 
reflection, attention, confideration, ingenuity, fore¬ 
fight, courage, fortitude, difcernincnt of chara£ter 
and knowledge of the world. He mu ft compare 
a hundred and a hundred things of various kinds 
together, combine them, and never lofe fight of 
them. He mult lay plans, execute them as time 
and opportunity ferve, alter them, contract, ex¬ 
tend and leave them to their courfe; he rnufl 
keep his eye at once on the paft, the prefent and 
the future; rnufl now work without vifible profit, 
now purpofely fuffer lofs, that he may thereby 
affure himfelf of greater advantage or gain hereaf¬ 
ter ; rnufl now retreat, and now (land ftill; now 
refolve on the fpot, and then deliberate warily; 
now repair paft errors, and then beware of frefh 
miftakes. And what a diverfity of mental exer¬ 
tions rnufl all this require ! How much more in¬ 
telligent, prudent, ingenious, acute and confide- 
rate, rnufl he be, how much greater knowledge 
both of men and things rnufl he poffefs, who has 
been twenty, thirty or more years in acquiring 
riches, and that by the more important and intri¬ 
cate kinds of bufinefs! I fay, how much farther 
mud he be advanced in all thefe refpe&s, than he 
would have been, if he had pafled all this time in 
idlenefs, or had only earned a bare fubfiflence by 
an eafy and flight employment 1 And if he be at 
the fame time a virtuous and pious man, what op¬ 
portunities and trials and exercifes of fincerity, of 
vol. i. i fidelity. 
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fidelity, of equity, of humanity, of generofity, of 
beneficence, of integrity, of moderation, of con- 
ftancy, of diferetion, and of affiance in God, muff 
he have had all this time, which in the oppofite 
cafe he could not have had; and how much mufl 
he thus be ftrengthened and confirmed in all thefe 
virtues! Certainly the acquiring of his wealth 
mud have been of great and real value to him ; and 
if, through fomc unavoidable accidents, he lhould 
happen to lofe the fruits of his induftry, yet will 
his principal advantages ftill remain to him ; he will 
thereby have promoted his fpiritual perfection for 
alf future times. 

But if the proper acquifition of riches be an ex- 
cellent means for the evolution, and exercife of our 
mental faculties; the legitimate ufe and the pru¬ 
dent employment of riches, once acquired, is not 
lei's fo, and thereby alfo they become of real value 
in regard to the pofleffor. What advantage, what 
aftual and lading advantage, may they not procure 
him, if he employ them in a wife and chriftian 
manner! How many means of information, and 
intelle&ual pleafure, may they not procure him, 
which otherwife he mull abfolutely forego! How 
much time may he employ in the cultivation of his 
mind, in the augmentation of his knowledge, in 
the refinement of his tafte, in the improvement of 
his heart, which he would be otherwife obliged to 
confume in hard, fatiguing, difpiriting and fervile 
labours How many inftru&ive conversations may 

he 
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he have with wife anil good men, to whom otherwife 
he probably could never gain accefs ! How many 
conveniences and fatisfaftions of domcflic and focial 
life may he enjoy, which otherwife he could not! 

And what fhall I fay of the pleafures of benefi¬ 
cence ? What a value does that confer on riches 
to him who know's how to employ them aright! 
How much more comfort and help and life and joy 
may he fpread around him ! How many more tears 
wipe away from the eyes of the poor and deftitute! 
How much ofther be fight to the blind, feet to the 
lame, a father to the orphan, and a fupport to the 
widow! How much more frequently may he fup- 
£ly the place of Jefus, the helper and' faviour of 
men, among his brethren! How much more fub- 
fiantially may he encourage and fupport ufeful 
inftkutions for the public good, than if he were 
necefiitous himfelf, or confined to the fupply of his 
own perfonal wants! And if he may do this, and 
aftually does it, and has a heart to feel the charms 
of doing good, how dear, how eftimabie mult his 
riches be to him,' as often £s he employs them to 
fuch noble purpofes! What a fourte of felicity, 
of pure human and godlike »joy, muft they then 
prove to him, whereas otherwife, if he left them 
unufed, or even mifemployed them in fpjly and 
Vice, they would not have the fmalleft worth! 

In fhort, my pious hearers* riches hare, in ’an. 
other point of view, a very great .value in regard 
of their pofleffor, only however in reference to the 

i s belt 
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belt and worthieft of fuch as have them. To 
them they are the means of perfect independence, 
and thereby of free judgment concerning truth 
and faliehood, right and wrong, honour and 
fname; the means of fhewing a firm and manly 
behaviour towards high and low, fuperiors and in¬ 
feriors ; means of more effectually fupporting and 
promoting civil and religious liberty. The lefs a 
man is lblicitous about his own fupport and ad¬ 
vancement in the world, the lefs his outward cir- 
cumftances depend on the approbation and opinions 
of others; the more he can facrifice and fpare of 
his own fortune without becoming poor, or fuller¬ 
ing want: the lefs temptation has he to flatter 
others, to debafe himfelf before the great and 
mighty by any cringing deportment, implicitly to 
fubicribe to their opinions, or court their favour 
by criminal compliance or fervile obfequioufnefs: 
the more freely, may he think and determine for 
himfelf, follow his own perceptions, feelings, in¬ 
clinations ; the more, is he able to fupport the 
feeble, to refrefh the weary and to relieve the op- 
prelfed; the more impreflivcly defend the inno¬ 
cent ; the more courageoufly withftand the abufe 
of power, the wiles of fubtlety, the plots and the 
confederacies of the wicked; the lefs need he be 
afraid t'er-proteft againft prevailing prejudices, abufes 
and follies* and to diftinguifh himfelf from others 
by a^pdolable love of truth and integrity, by a 
freejfeiid impartial eftimation of men and things, 

and 
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and by a Uriel, or, if you pleafe to call it fo, an 
auftere courfe of virtue. — Happy, refpe&able 
people, who thus employ their wealth, on whofe 
principles and conduct it has this effect! To them 
it is a very eftimable boon of providence; to 
them it is affuredly of great and never-ending 
value! 

But riches unqueftionably are of great value in 
refpect of the community at large; that is, it is 
ufeful and beneficial to focicty, that what are called 
the goods of fortune Ihould not be diflributed in 
equal parts among the members of it, but that 
fome fliould poffefs a fuperfluity of them. The 
wealth that is not fuffered to lie idle, but is either 
employed in acquiring more, or is difperfed abroad 
and kept in circulation, increafes the ftock of life 
and activity among mankind. It promotes the in- 
duftry, the application and the diligence of the whole 
community. Here it calls forth mechanical, and 
there mental powers, to the advancement of the 
general good. To thefe it is an incitement and 
means to the difeovery of more ufeful and agree¬ 
able inventions; while it fumifhes an opportunity 
to thofe for ingenious imitations and improvements 
of the materials of conveniency and pleafure al¬ 
ready difeovered. 

The more rich members and men of property 
any fociety contains, the lefs reafon has the huf- 
bandman, the artificer, the artift, the merchant, 
the fcholar, to fear left fis labour ihould be in 
vain; the more encouragement have they all to 

i 3 purfue 
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purfue their work with alacrity, to exert their ta¬ 
lents and ingenuity to the utmofl, and to carry their 
workmanfhip and commerce to the higheft: poffible 
perfection. 

By riches many of the accommodations and ele¬ 
gancies of life are rendered mere common; the 
tafte for what is beautiful, folid yid good is heigh¬ 
tened ; the itock of ufeful knowledge is increafed ; 
the afperity of manners is fofte'ned ; and all thefe 
advantages .extend themfelves gradually farther and 
wider even among thofe ranks and clafles of men 
which are not rich, but are yet capable of greater 
improvement and a pleafanter mode of exigence. 

By riches various nations and countries, near and 
remote, are more clol'ely connected together. They 
have more communication with each other, can 
mutually impart their goods and produce, the fruits 
of their induitrv, the works of art, the light of the 
fciences, and a thoufand things which promote 
their perfection and happirrefs; whereas otherwife 
nations, gantries, individuals would be confined 
to what their own foil, their own induftry, their 
own flock of talents and abilities, were capable of 
producing. By the circulation of wealth therefore 
every one works for all, and all for every one;. and 
hence the produ&s of the moft diflant region?, the 
works and manufactures of the remotefl nations, 
the thoughts and perceptions of the wife and learn¬ 
ed of countries Separated by vafl continents or 
oceans, are^sxchanged, bartered, propagated, mul¬ 
tiplied, wrought up, and produce on every fide, in 

a greater 
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a greater or lefs degree, in one manner or another* 
life, activity, pleafure, joy, knowledge and the 
enjoyment of good. 

How many difficult, but important and public- 
fpirited enterprifes in fhort could neither be under¬ 
taken nor completed, without the help of riches ! 
Concerns, in the undertaking of which a man muft 
venture much, in the profecution of them muft 
labour long without profit or reward, which muft 
be both begun and executed in the bare hope of a 
future, far diftant, and uncertain benefit! How 
many good eftablifhments would never have been 
brought to effeft, how many products of nature 
would never have been wrought up, how many 
works of art never completed, how many kinds 
of induftry never difcovered or purfued, how 
many branches of commerce never cultivated and 
rendered flourifhing, if fociety had contained no 
wealthy members, who, from benevolence towards 
their brethren, or even from motives of felf-in- 
tereft, from ambition, from an uncommon degree 
of activity, had not undertaken and promoted fuch 
things, and been able to employ and devote con- 
fiderable fums to the planning and commencing, 
the profecution and completion of them ! 

Riches have therefore undeniably a real value, 
no lefs in regard of their pofTefTor than of fociety at 
large; they are capabffe of promoting the benefit 
and advancing the happinefs of both in various 
ways ;*tonfidered in this refped, they are not a 

1 4. deceitfiil, 
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deceitful, but a fubftantial good; they are by no 
means to be defpifed and rejected as fuch, but merit 
the efteem and the moderate purfuit of the wife man 
and the chriftian. 

But what is the confequence, if we thus eftimate 
the value of riches, if we reckon them exa£Hy for 
what they are ? 

It follows, that riches, to him who barely poffeffes 
them, without ufmg them, or without ufing them 
aright, have no value whatever — nothing good or 
defirable in them. Neither his underftanding nor 
his heart is the better for them ; he is neither 
more excellent, nor more happy. Some means to 
become fo lie has ; but fo long as he docs not em¬ 
ploy them, it is the fame to him as if he had them 
not. Ilis riches therefore give him no real prece¬ 
dence; and if notwilhftanding he boaft of them, he 
fullers himfelf to be deceived by a vain appearance, 
and boafts that he, according to his circumftances, 
might and ought to be wifer, better and happier, 
than he really is. 

It follows farther, that riches, when once earned 
or otherwife obtained, procure the leaft advantage, 
even to their prudent and worthy poffeffor, and on 
the other hand the greateft to the fociety wherein he 
lives •, that therefore his advantage confifts more in 
the honour of being the acquirer, the colle&or, 
the manager, the keeper and the diftributor of the 
property belonging to many of the community, than 
in the exclufive enjoyment of it. For the rich 


man 
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man can only enjoy the leaft part of what he has ; 
he mull always, whether he will or no, allow others 
to enjoy the greateft ; nay abating only his unrea- 
fonable and hurtful gratifications, he can enjoy no¬ 
thing, but what others in fome way or other mull 
profit by. He therefore, generally fpeaking, is not 
deferving of envy, nor yet to be reckoned a noxious 
member of fociety. Efteetp and thanks are much 
rather due to him, for the benefits he communicates 
to others; for the provision and afiifiance they ge¬ 
nerally obtain from him in penury and want. 

It follows thirdly, that a moderate income, well 
earned and properly employed, is of much greater 
value, as well to the man that has it as to the foci¬ 
ety in which he lives, than the greateft poffefiions, 
which arc not fo acquired, or fo employed. What 
in'ffie hands of lloth, ignorance, folly, gluttony and 
luxury, fades, corrupts, vaniflies, is poifoned and 
killed ; in the hands of wifdom, virtue, induflry and 
liberality, multiplies, improves, and refines! How 
much life and activity and joy does it not produce! 
Let not then the man of moderate fortune complain 
that he is not rich ; let him not delay the good em¬ 
ployment of w'hat he has till he become fo ; but do at 
prefent all that his means allow him to do, and do 
it with prudence and perfeverance; and he will thus 
be as ufeful as if he were actually rich, and probably 
more fo. 

Laftly it follows from what has been obferved of 
the value of riches, that we are not to honour the 

rich 
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rich man, becaufe he is rich, but Only as he has ac¬ 
quired and employs his riches in a laudable manner. 

Let none therefore reverence the rich man mere¬ 
ly becaufc he has inherited riches, till he render him- 
felf worthy of his fortune by a proper employment of 
it; and if he do not, let him be treated, not only in 
our private eftimation, but in cur outward behaviour, 
and in our public judgments, as inferior to an honed 
day-labourer, or any poor perfon, who is not poor by 
his vices; and let him perceive that fociety is judly 
fcandalized, at feeing a member of it receiving fo 
much and didributing fo little, requiring fo much 
fervice and performing hardly any, and puffing him¬ 
felf up with pretenfions, while he is indebted only to 
chance, or more judly fpeaking to providence, for 
what he has, and which that providence would never 
have bedowed upon him, if wealth were intrinfically 
important or honourable, or if it were always the 
token and the reward of merit. 

Let none honouqfrhe rich man, who, with all the 
means and leifure for cultivating his underdanding 
and improving his heart and of procuring himfelf 
more elevated pleafures, remains unimproved, igno¬ 
rant,'jgeious, low-minded, and knows no other merit, 
no, greater fatisfa&ion than to count his money, and 
to heap treafure upon treafure. 

Let none reverence the rich man who is rich only 
to himfelf, who keeps his riches for himfelf alone, 
is diaf to the voice of poverty and woe, and Ihuts 
j^ffeart to epmpaffion, his hand to charity. 


Let 
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Let none refpecfc the rich man who is proud of 
his riches, who reckons himfelf, merely on their 
account, better than his poorer brethren; and who 
proportions his confideration and regard to others 
according to the degree of their greater or fmallcr 
income ! 

In fhort, let no man honour riches in the hands 
of the fool, the unjuft, the haughty, the epicure, the 
hard-hearted, and the miPanthropift ! for riches can 
neither compenfate for folly, nor injuftice, nor pride, 
nor hardnefs of heart, nor inhumanity ; and though 
they may fometimes conceal thefe vices and defers, it 
is only from the view of weak and filly perfons, who 
know not how to (Incriminate between femblance 
and reality, and fufter themfelves to be cheated by 
every impofture. 

But let every man, my pious hearers, let every 
man fhew efteem and refpeft for him, who, by his 
underftanding, his induftry, his diligence and his 
prudence, by a faithful and oBnfciehtious employ¬ 
ment of his gifts and faculties, is become rich ! 

Let every one'honour the rich man who makes a 
good and generous ufe of his riches, • w r ho employs 
them in promoting and encouraging the indijjjflry of 
his fellow citizens, opens channels of ufeful com-' 
merce, encourages arts and fciences, fupports good 
inftitutions, rewards beneficial difeoveries and pub- 
lifhes them for the general advantage, and at the 
fame time, though in the midft of opulence, lives 
within the bounds of moderation and reafon, and 
never lofes fight of his ftiperior appointment! 



124 the vai.ue of riches. 

Laftly, let every one honour the rich man \\ ho 
drives to be rich in good works, in works of benefi¬ 
cence and mercy, who is rich more for others than 
for himfelf, who heartily gives and heartily helps; 
who cannot think himfelf rich but when he is giving 
and helping ; who finds his joy and felicity in it; 
and in fo doing, like his heavenly Father, the foun¬ 
tain of good, is never difeouraged or weary ! Yes, 
let every man revere him, as the friend and bene¬ 
factor of his brethren, as the fubftitute of Jefus, as 
the image of God ! 



SERMON VII. 


The Value of Honour. 


QQD, when we meditate on thee, on thy greatnefs 
and inajefty, and contrail ourfelves with thee, 
the Eternal and Infinite, the Omnifcient, the Al¬ 
mighty, the Allgracious; we cannot humble our¬ 
felves fufficiently before thee : we moil fenfibly feel 
our imbecility and emptinefs j whatever among 
mortals is called honour^ prerogative, grandeur, dig¬ 
nity, vaniihes entirely from our fight; we clearly 
difcern how much humility arifi meeknefs become 
us, and how much pride and vanity are at variance 
with our nature and with our condition ! And yet, 
o merciful God, thou haft elevated us far above all the 
other creatures of this globe, endowed us with*many 
talents and powers, made us capable of great things, 
given us the mod cogent impulfes to extend our ac¬ 
tivity and to purfue after a higher, an ever progref- 
five perfe&ion $ and it can never be contrary to thy 
defign, if we efteem and honour what is good and 
excellent that we find in one another, if we drive 
in a proper manner to acquire the efteem and ap¬ 
probation 
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probation of our brethren, if we drive to excel each 
other in knowledge and virtue and general utility. 
Gur nature and all its capacities and impulfes pro¬ 
ceed from thee, and what proceeds from ihce 
is right and good. Might we but adequately ac¬ 
knowledge the value of thy gifts, and conflantly 
fo ufe them as is domformable to thy will and 
our bed intcreds 1 Teach us likewife to act thus 
in regard to the defire of excelling, which thou 
had implanted in us. Keep us from all crooked 
and devious paths into which we are thereby liable 
to be raided. Let it be in us a pure and fruitful 
fource of good and generous aftions: and grant that 
we may always prefer thy approbation far, far be¬ 
yond all other, and endeavour after it far, far more 
Zealoufly than after all other diftinciions and poflef- 
fions. To this end blefs the reflections that we lhall 
now direft to thefe objects, ?tnd caufe them to have a 
powerful influence on all our future judgments and 
behaviour. For thefe bleflings we.pray thee, as vo¬ 
taries of thy l’on Jefus; in whofe name, and as far as 
we are able, in whofe fpirit, we further call upori 
thee, as our father which art in heaven, &c. 


romans xiii. 7 . 

Render therefore to all their dues—honour to whom honour. 


gMULATION, my pious hedrers, is natural to 
all men; and nothing but a high degree of in- 
fendbility, or of levity, or of depravity, can render 
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us wholly indifferent to honour and Ihame. Indeed 
this fentiment is not equally aCtive and cogent in 
all. The degree of its force and activity in each 
perfon is determined by his natural character, his 
education, his habits of life, his company, his con¬ 
nections and frequently by peculiar adventitious cir- 
cumltanccs ; but in none is it totally indolent, abfo- 
lutelv inert. It muft be confeffed that this affection 

j 

occaffons much mifehief among mankind — is the 
parent of many follies, many vices, much mifery. 
But it likewife occaffons not lefs, it occaffons even-far 
more good,*and is the fertile fource of much wifdom, 
many virtues, much happinefs. All depends upon 
the proper direction of it, upon the choice of its 
objeCts, and its being guided in the purfuit of them 
by reafon and religion. 

In order to this, my pious hearers, we fhould 
form juft; conceptions of the value of honour, 
of the principles whereon it is defirable; and on 
thefe feveral articles the generality of men fall into 
grofs miftakes. Honour, no, lefs than wealth, has 
an outward luftre, a certain glofs, that conceals 
its real and effential quality : and fafeinated by this 
luftre, dazzled by this glofs, few men think of ex¬ 
amining and conffdering what may lie hid behind it. 
Hence- fuch different, fuchsoppofite judgments are 
paffed on the value of honour, as well as of wealth; 
hence the exceffive efteem and admiration of it on 
one hand, and the abfolute contempt of it op the 
other; hence the ardent, unabated purfiiit of fome 
1 '* aft** 
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after whatever is called honour, and the carelefs or 
even fcornful indifference of others towards it: 
hence in fhort, that manifeft variance, or that Teem¬ 
ing contrariety between the maxims of the world 
and thofe of morality and religion, — fo many er¬ 
rors, prejudices, diforders and extravagances, arifing 
from a want of re (left ion and confideration. Hap¬ 
py fhall I think myfelf, my dear friends, if by my 
prefent attempt I can contribute anything towards 
abating thefe errors and miffakes of the mind and 
heart; if I can guide you to any impartial and fatis- 
fa&ory reflections on this fubjeCt, fo as to enable 
you to form a proper cltimatc of it! 

My defign is, to give you dearer and jufter ideas 
concerning the value of honour. Afford me then 
your cuftomary ferioufnefs and patient attention. 

Whim the apoftle in our text exhorts the chrifli- 
ans at Rome to “ give to all their dues, honour to 
whom honour is due,” he plainly fhews, that honour 
is not in oppofition to chriflianity ; that it has a cer¬ 
tain value, is due to certain perfons, may be jufily 
demanded by them, and that to teftify it is a duty 
incumbent on us. On the lame principle, he ex¬ 
horts chriftians on other occafions, to prefer one 
another in honour; to follow after what is of good 
report, laudable and honourable; and admonifhes 
the elders of congregations, who were not. yet 
teachers, by a faithful difeharge of their office to pre¬ 
pare their way to fuperior Rations. — Chriflianity 
(kferefore neither abfolutely condemns honour nor 

the 
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the purfuit of it; but would teach its confefibrs in 
this article likewife prudence and moderation, to 
direct their ambition towards the moll important 
and moft excellent objeCts, and to look upon ho¬ 
nour not as an end, but only as a means. —- And 
if our faviour, in forbidding his difciples to allow 
themfelves to be called mailer or rabbi, and order¬ 
ing that the grcatefl among them lhall be as the lead, 
and the chief of them as the fervant of all j if, I fay, 
he thus appears utterly to difcard all honour, every 
mark of diftinCtion, and every token of reverence ; 
yet the attentive .reader of thefe precepts will eafily 
perceive that his defign in promulgating them was 
no other than to free his difciples from the idle ex¬ 
pectation of eminent dignities and confpicuous na¬ 
tions in the kingdom of the Mefiiah ; and to Ihew 
them that they were not to be guided by a party- 
fpirit, not to fet themfelves up for leaders of the 
people, but to direct all men to him, as the foie 
head and lord of his congregation. Xhe thing 
itfelf then is innocent and good, even according 
to the doCtrine of chriftianity ; jmd all we have 
to do is to regard and to ufe it as is becoming 
the true nature and quality of it. In this defign 
we will firft: examine and afcertain the value of ho- 
nour; and then draw from it a few rules for our 
conduCt. 

By honour, we are to underlland all tokens of 
deference and.refpeCt Ihewn us by fociety in prefe¬ 
rence to others, all outward precedence., which it 

vol. x. k grants 
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grants or allows us, whether it confift in dominion 
and authority, or in rank and titles, or in polls and 
dignities, or in an exemption from certain burdens 
and r< draints, or in other privileges of the like kind. 
Now 1 - rightly adjusting the worth of thefe things, 
we mull in the tint place clii'crin.inate between here¬ 
ditary honours, and fuch as are acquired. 

Hereditary honours, privileges derived to us from 
our parents and ancellors, and on account of which 
others fltew us refpecl, have no folid intrinfic value 
on our account, and hear the name of honours in 
regard to us in hut a very improper fignilication. 
This will immediately be perceived by any one that 
is not caught by mere outiide {how. for, in what 
manner has it been owing to me, that my forefathers, 
in ancient or modern times, by mental abilities, 
by virtues, by praife-worthy deeds, or by bodily 
ftrength, have dillinguilhed themfelves from others ; 
or that they were enabled probably by fome fortu¬ 
nate accident, probably by fome fervice they per¬ 
formed, flight in itfclf, yet done in favourable cir- 
cumhances; probably even by bafe and low in¬ 
trigues, by the arts of flattery, to procure the good¬ 
will of fome fuperior, or to buy a title and prece¬ 
dence with money ? What had I to do in all that; 

" >r 

I, who then was not in beihg; I, who probably, 
had I been or were I now in their fituaiion, would 
not, or could not do as my forefathers did ? 
Have I therefore the fmallell merit in it ? Am 
I become the better and the more honourable, ba- 

caufe 




THE VALUE OF HONOUR. IJt 

caufe fome of my anccltors raifed themfclves above 
their contemporaries as real heroes, or as favage 
warriors, or as highway robbers, or as court fyco- 
phants ; becaufe they acquired diftinctions either 
by fome truly good, or by fome downright wicked 
aft, or were raifed above others by fome fortunate 
event ? Probably, it is true, probably I may have 
had the happincfs of a better education on this ac¬ 
count than I Ihould have had in other circum- 
ftances. But is a good education then a merit in 
me, for which I am to be honoured by others?- 
Is it not merely a bent faction, for which I Hand 
indebted to others, and which none can reckon 
meritorious in me, till I have ihewn the worthy 
ufes I make of it ? 

Hereditary honours and privileges, or privileges of 
birth arid defeent, are therefore ouly fo far valuable, 
as they incite me to render myfelf worthy of them, 
and to requite the community by good, generous and 
public-fpirited actions ; the more cautioufly to avoid 
everything mean and difgraceful; and to raife my¬ 
felf as much above*others by mytfentiments and be¬ 
haviour as I am their fuperior in rank and titles. 
He on whom it has not this influence, he who does 
the reverfe, if he have otherwife k found underhand* 
ing and is capable of reflection, mull feel alhamed 
as often as he thinks upon his outward diftip&ions; 
they mult be burdenfome to him, Uk« a “load of 
debt which he has not difeharged; he mull, in 
thofe moments of felf-invehigation and felf-abhor* 
x a rence, 
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rence, wilh that he had been born in art humbler 
ftation ! Reflect on this particularly, ye youths who 
bear the ftyle of honourable ! If ye be not honour¬ 
ably minded and honourably mannered, no wife, no 
intelligent man, will reverence you merely on ac¬ 
count of your titles ; and every bafe, every degrad¬ 
ing a&ion you commit, will load you with tenfold 
difgrace! 

Acquired, lawfully acquired honour on the other 
hand,*my pious hearers, is true fubftantial honour, 
and has a great value, both in regard to the pof- 
fefior and to the whole iociety. 

In regard to'the pofleflbr, it receives its value from 
the manner in which it is obtained, in which it is fup- 
ported, and how it is ufed or applied. In all thefe 
refpects it promotes his real fpiritual perfection. 

This is done principally by the legitimate acqui- 
fition of honour ; the acquilition of that honour, 
which is not bought, not obtained by flattery, not 
extorted by arrogance, prefumption, or impudence j 
but is grounded on fuperior talents, on gotod and 
public-fpirited actions, on real benefits done to fo- 
ciety. He that acquires honour in this manner, 
mult thereby become better and more excellent. 
For what great par# are generally requifite for pref- 
fmg before the great crowd of mankind, for being 
difiinguiihtd 5from themJfor furpafling them, for 
excelling < them in any inftance in a remarkable, 
finking, and univerfally approved manner! What 
does it not require to reach a certain mark which 

we 
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we have propofed, frequently very diftant, and 
often not clearly difcernible; to be getting con* 
tinually nearer it, and to purfue it with conftancy 
till it be attained ! How many impediments have 
we to get over, how many trips to avoid, and how 
many competitors to outrun! HoW difficult, how 
complicated, how proli* is frequently the affair 
itfelf through which this honour is to be acquired: 

I mean the art, fcience, military fervice, civil or 
mercantile concerns, the rural ceconomy, wherein 
we feek to excel! And how much harder ftill do 
all thefe things become by circumftances not de¬ 
pendent on ourfelves, by the poverty wherein we 
may be born, by tfye little inftruction we have pro¬ 
bably received in our younger years, by the oppo- 
fition all men have to encounter, by the jealoufies 
and envy we excite, by the unavoidable miftakes 
we commit! What ftruggles, what various exer¬ 
tions of our mental faculties does it not require, to 
force a paffage through all thefe difficulties, to 
combat and conquer them all! . But is not this the 
way that leads to greater excellence, to wifdom, 
and to virtue ? 

No more can we worthily maintain our honour 
fo acquired, without at the fame time promoting 
our perfe&ion. Would we fecure the prize for 
which we contend from being raviihed from us; 
we Ihould never Hand idle — much lefa recede — 
fhould be perpetually ftretching forwards, always 
ftriving to make farther advances in what is ami- 
k 3 able 
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able and praife-worthy. Wife, good, public-fpi- 
rited actions, which are not followed by fimilar 
actions, merits which are not augmented by new 
ones, foon fmk into forgetf^nels, foon become a 
burden to us, then render us lefs refpedable, and 
at length contemptible. What does it not require 
for this refpeded man to preferve the good opi¬ 
nion, the elteem and the confidence of fociety ; if 
he would not have them repent the precedence 
they have granted him, the honour they have 
(hewn him! What attention to all his actions, 
even the leaft of them ; what circumfpeciion and 
prudence in whatever he does and whatever he 
declines; what facrifices of his conveniences, his 
plcafures and his profits; what pradice of the vir¬ 
tues ; what an adive and bufy life; what indefa¬ 
tigable purfuit of fuperior perfedion ! 

In ihort, we cannot pofiefs and enjoy honour in 
a rational and worthy manner, without thereby 
becoming better, happier and more ufcful to man¬ 
kind. What a mighty incitement to the faithful 
difeharge of our duty, to the mod unlhaken in, 
tegrity, mud it be to fuch a one who has a proper 
fenfe of its value and the obligations it lays him 
under! * How much eafier is it in general for men 
to ad uprightly and judly, generoufly and %obly, 
in the light of an univerfaj edeem, by the fplendor 
‘of renown, than when they have to ad in obfeu, 
rity, without witneffes, without fpedators, without 
Judges I 


Again, 
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Again, honour procures us accefs to the wifeft 
and the bed perl'ons; it furnifhes us with opportu¬ 
nities for conciliating their efteein, their contidence, 
their friendfliip ; an^ how much may we after¬ 
wards learn of them, how greatly fortify our mind, 
how warm our heart, and how much happinefs en* 
joy in their converfation ! 

By honour and efleern we far more readily find 
help and encouragement in our greater and more 
arduous undertakings, and more furcly accompliih 
our defigns, than when we are unhonoured and 
unknown. Mankind have already a good opinion 
of us ; have great confidence in our underftanding 
and our heart; think us more refpectable on ac¬ 
count of our privileges, or at lead forbear to make 
public oppofition to us, and directly to throw ob- 
flacles in our u'ay. We may therefore undertake 
greater matters, operate farther and wider about 
us, have more influence on others, and thus per¬ 
form and promote more good. Our opinions meet 
with greater approbation; our defigns go more 
glibly on ; are more willingly fupported ; and far 
more heads and hands unite in their execution. 
Oh what is there that a man, who dands in great 
and merited efteem, poifeffed of eminent prece¬ 
dence, of high rank, filling an exalted ftation, 
and is wife and virtuous withal, what may he not 
perform for the benefit of his brethren I What a 
benefactor to the prefent and to many future gene¬ 
rations may he be! — And what a pure and god- 

k 4 like 
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like pleafure mu|t he procure himfelf in fuch a ufe 
of his honour! How eminently muft he difplay 
his fitnefs for Hill higher dignities, for ftill greater 
a&ivity in a better world ! 1 

But if honour and pre-eminence, lawfully ac¬ 
quired, worthily maintained, and properly em¬ 
ployed, have a, certain value in regard of their 
poffeffor ; they aiTuredly have as great, and even a 
ftill greater, in refpeft of the whole fociety. They 
promote its intereft in various ways. 

It is of advantage in general, to fociety, when 
it contains perfons who may ferve as an example 
to others, and indeed among all claffes and orders 
of men $ and • this they are able the better to do, 
when they ftand higher than others, when they 
are diftinguifhed from others by their outward pri¬ 
vileges, when they are known and refpefted by 
every man within their field of aftion, w’hen every 
eye is dire&ed towards them, when whatever they 
fay and dt> quickly comes to every man’s know¬ 
ledge. The judgment, the approbation, the tefti- 
mony, the example of one who Hands high in 
efteem and deferved refpeft, has indifputably far 
more weight, far more influence and efficacy, than 
the judgment, the approbation, the teftimony, the 
example of another, though equally wife and vir¬ 
tuous, who lives in obfeurity and is loft in the 
crowd. Indeed if all men had found principles, 
and afited upon them, if they all were penetrated 
and a&uated by the fpirit of religion and chrifti- 

anity, 
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anity, they would not be in need of this compa¬ 
ratively feeble fupport. But fince, in the prcfent 
ftate of things, that is not to be expeded, it is of 
infinite fervice to th|} world, that the light which 
enlightens refpedable perfons, the fplendour that 
furrounds them, the efteem that is paid them by 
all, Ihould in feme degree fupply the place of thofe 
principles, thoi'e nobler motives. 

Honour lawfully acquired and worthily main¬ 
tained, is farther a powerful incentive to others to 
contend for honour by the fame laudable means. 
All men cannot, perhaps only a few can, difpcnfe 
with thefe incitements to eminently good and great 
enterprifes, at leaft in the beginning. Firft, mult 
the prize, the crown that fparkles at the end of 
their courfe, awaken them from their doth, ftimu- 
late them to commence the glorious career, and 
help them to furmount the primary obftacles in it. 
By degrees thefe allurements give place to more 
refined, more generous views and motives. They 
find, that truth, virtue, integrity, public ufeful- 
nefs, are in themfelvgs excellent and defirable ob¬ 
jects; they employ themfelves wholly in them, 
indefatigably purfue their onward progrefs, diredly 
to the mark, without looking farther, or deferring 
a more exalted and grander objed beyond it; do 
whatever is laudable and honourable, without think¬ 
ing at all on praife and honour; do, from a hearty 
love to God and man, what they at firft did from 
motives of cupidity and ambition: and all this 

they 
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they probably would not have done, would never 
have exerted their capacities and abilities, would 
never have exerted them to that degree; if they 
had not been rouzed and ftimulated by the view 
of more honourable, more refprctable perfons, or 
by the report of their deeds, and by the avidity to 
do like them or to go beyond them; if the firlt 
fparks of this active life, this greater fedtility, thefe 
nobler fentiments, thefe ftruggles for enlargement 
and aftivity which Jay finouldering in their bread', 
had not been thus blown up into a flame. And, 
if this were not the cafe, how many noble powers 
would probably never have been let in motion, 
how many feeds of good aft ions would never have 
come to maturity, how many ufeful purfuits and 
actions would never have been undertaken ! 

Honour, lawfully acquired and worthily main¬ 
tained, receives laflly a great value in regard of the 
whole community, as by means of it many very im¬ 
portant projects are brought to e fleet, which other- 
wifc would not be done, or far leldomer, and 
not without the greatefl labour and perfeverance. 
Without the influence of honour, how could the 
contradictory opinions, and the oppoflte powers and 
views of the great multitude of mankind, be brought 
into unifon, and made to tend to one and the fame 
object; how would any patriotic and arduous un¬ 
dertaking be maturely weighed, wifely planned, and 
jrefolutely accomplifhed ? Whofe counfel would 
*e hearkened to in times of perplexity or diftrefs; 

who 
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wlio could acquire the needful confidence in times 
of danger; who could, in fuch circumfiances, in- 
fpire the ignorant, the feeble, the timid, the nar¬ 
row-minded, the greatcft part of fociety, with cou¬ 
rage and traclability, unlefs a man can explain to 
them the reafons for what he does and what he 
expects, or can make them underftood ? In fhort, 
how can the prince, the magilfrate, the judge, the 
teacher, the lather of a family,* the chieftain, the 
infpedor, fucccf fully difcharge the duties of his 
office or his calling, unlefs the honour he enjoys, 
the refpect in which he is held, give a peculiar 
weight to whatever he fays and does and commands 
and advifes and rcquefts ? 

It therefore cannot be denied, that the honour 
which is lawfully obtained and properly employed, 
has a folid and halting value, both in a view to its 
pofi'efl'or and to l’ociety at large, inafmuch as it fur¬ 
thers and promotes in various ways the perfection 
and happinels of both. — Let me now' conclude, 
with laying before you, my pious hearers, a few 
Ihort practical rules in relpect to your notion of 
honour and your purluit of it. 

Fiift, learn to dilhnguilh between proprietary 
and adfeititious, lu bitan tic! and fpurious honour $ 
prize the former anfwerably to its worth, hut never 
fuffer yourfelves to be fafeinated by the latter. 
All titles, rank, diltinctions, which we owe inertly 
to our birth, to our anceltry, or to our hereditary 
ftation, is adfeititious, borrowed honour; it be- 

fpeaks 
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fpeaks no .merit, but is an obligation and ftimulus 
to acquire merit, and thereby to acquire a juft 
claim to thofe privileges and diftin&ions. 

All honour acquired by undue and bafe mean.-, 
which is founded on artifice, on treachery, on the 
opprefiion and circumvention of the Ample, on ex¬ 
tortion, or on mere impudence, or vile and ini¬ 
quitous afts of any kind ; all honour that is abufed 
to the pufjtofes of'pride and arrogance, to acts of 
violence, to the fubverfion or contra&ion of hu¬ 
man and civil liberty, to the enforcing of unlawful 
fchemes and machinations; all honour that is 
fought in a licedtious, diifolute, profligate conduct, 
in pomp and luxury, in vice; is furreptitious ho¬ 
nour — is real difgrace. 

Let no man therefore degrade himfelf by {hew¬ 
ing to him who only Ihines by furreptitious ho¬ 
nour, that reverence which is only due to the man 
of real merit, who has procured it to himfelf, or has 
rendered himfelf worthy of it! Let no man clifho- 
nour himfelf fo far as to fofler the pride of the 
wretch who is proud of fpurious honour, or con¬ 
cede the leaft deference to vice, though inverted 
with the richeft robe of dignity! But let every 
man be zealous to give honour to whom honour 
is due; let every man confefs and refpect and re¬ 
vere whatever he perceives of good and ufeful and 
honourable in his brethren, let their ftation be 
what if may ! This is the duty of the man, the 
duty of the fubject, the duty of the chriftian! 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, let not your emulation degenerate into 
ambition. The former is allowable, is natural, is 
the germ of virtue, the other is a criminal, igno¬ 
minious vice, a corrupt paflion, and the death of 
all real virtue. When once a man makes honour 
the ultimate, the paramount object; of his purfuit; 
when he refolves at any rate to diflinguifh himfelf 
from others, to force himfelf above them, to gain 
reverence, authority and power, approbation and 
applaufe, let it colt what it will: he immediately 
encounters the rifk of loflng the path to real ho¬ 
nour, and of entangling himfelf in the labyrinth 
of artifice and fa!(hood — will be capable of every 
vice, of every wicked deed, even the lowed and 
molt difgraceful actions, if by their means he can 
but further his defigns. Beware of this tyrannical 
paflion! It is a fcourge to human fociety, and 
always, foon or late, rewards its votaries with lhame 
and mifery! 

Thirdly, give your emulation fhe bed, the no- 
bled direction. Prefer the pre-eininences of mind 
and heart to all the pre-eminences of rank and Ra¬ 
tion ; wifdom and virtue to all titles and honours ; 
the filent ads of humanity and beneficence to all 
noify but lefs ufeful deeds! 

Strive not fo much for the edeem of the multi¬ 
tude, as for that of the wifed and bed of them. 
Let the approbation of one wife, one virtuous, one 
real chridiaa, be of more value to you than the 

applaufe 
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applaufe of thoufands, whofe judgment depends on 
accident and caprice! 

Go ftill farther; refine and exalt your emula¬ 
tion yet more. ,Seek not honour from men, but 
aim at the honour which only God can give. The 
approbation of the Omnifcient and Orriniprcfent, 
of him who feeth in fecret, feeth all, — the gOod 
as weH aa-the evil, and the evil equally with the 
good, the intention as well as the performance, the 
will as well as the deed, the motive as well as the 
effect. — To gain his approbation, to become con¬ 
tinually more capable and more deferving of it, 
be that, be that the ultimate objeft of your am¬ 
bition ? 

Fourthly, flrive not fo much for honour, as for 
that which conduces to honour, that which is truly 
honourable; not for praife, but for what is praife- 
worthy; not for fame, but for that which is wor¬ 
thy of good report; not for approbation and 
applaufe, but for what merits approbation and ap¬ 
plaufe. From him who anxioufly feeks honour, 
from him it commonly flies. Fie who does that 
which is honourable, and does it in honeft fimpli- 
dty of heart, becaufe it is juft and proper, will, - 
for the moft part, find honour and approbation, 
even though he did not feek it. Reftlefs, anxious 
ambition, a nice and delicate adaptation of every 
word, every ftep, every a&ion to the fevereft rules 
of honour, cannot by any means confift with the 

chara&er 
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character of a truly great and noble foul, with a 
truly chriltian-minded chriltian. The noble foul, 
the great man, the real chriltian, are fo employed 
in effectual practice, in better and more perfect 
exercife of what is fair and great and chriltian — 
are ever feeing before them fo many and ftill 
greater and weightier tilings to do — are fo pre¬ 
occupied with truth and virtue and the public bene¬ 
fit, fo penetrated with the love of God and of their 
brethren, that they forget themfelvcs, and find 
fufficient motive and reward in the very acts of 
jultice and humanity, and may prize the honour 
of men not as their end and aim, but at moll as 
the inllrument and means. This, my dear friends, 
is true greatnefs, true noblcnefs of mind, the 
foundation and capacity for cveriafting honour! 

Fifthly, purfue the onward path of duty and 
honour, endeavour to make the belt, the mod 
beneficial ufe of your gifs and faculties, and 
though ftill no outward dililndioas fhould fall to 
your fhare, and 'your merits fliould be unacknow¬ 
ledged by fociety: oh, let not that deceive you; 
confidently purfue the path you have begun j the 
end of it will bring you to greater perfection and 
felicity. Complain not of injufticc and ingratitude, 
if unfavourable and adverfe circumftances with¬ 
hold from you the honour you have deferved. It 
cannot conftantly be conferred according to defert. 
Its judges, its diftributers, are men, fallible, mif- 
taking, paflionate men 1 Numbers are likewife 

frequently 
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frequently running at the fame mark with you, 
come to the full as near, and yet pnly one can gain 
the prize. But let this ferve you as a caution, not 
to make honour your ultimate aim, or you may 
eafily mifs of it* without any fault of your own. 
Only thp approbation of our confcience, the ap¬ 
probation of God, is what no man can deprive 
us of without our fault. For thefe let us drive, 
and we {hall never labour in vain, nor fail in 
our attempt. 

Laflly, my pious hearers, here likewife be 
guided as chridians by the example of Ohrid; 
let him be your model. He fought not honour 
from men ; he cared lead for that which mod glit¬ 
ters and fparklcs in their eyes; never boaded of 
his pre-eminence; he differed neither praife nor 
blame to divert him from the.path of righteoufnefs 
and truth : but all that was truly honourable and 
venerable, that did he, and did it without inter- 
miffion. All his difeourfes, all his adlions, were 
confident with his dignity ; all tended to the pro¬ 
motion of the greated pofiible human felicity. He 
neither faid nor did anything that tended to leffen 
his influence and thereby enervate his do&rine and 
fruftrate his benevolent labours. The good plea* 
fure of his heavenly father he prized above all 
things, and drove with unabated ardour for the 
honour of being the helper, the faviour, the deli¬ 
verer of many, of all mankind. And by that road 
hn <irrived at fovereign glory, was exalted above 

all. 
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all, and obtained a dignity that is above every 
dignity ; that at his name every knee fhould bow, 
and all mankind acknowledge and obey him as 
their Lord. Him, my deareft friends, him let us 
follow, become conftantly more affimilated with 
him in fentiments and actions. The way which 
he has trod before us is the way that leads to the 
higheli pinacle of honour. 


VOL. 1, 
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SERMON VIII. 


The Value of Senfual Pleafure. 


G 0D ’ mod kind, moft merciful father, willingly 
doft thou grant us, thy children, pleafure; 
pleafure of various kinds; fenfual, fpiritual, do- 
meftic, focial pleafures, — pleafures of the prefent 
and of the future life! Thou thyfelf haft made us 
all fufceptible of pleafure, taught us to purfue and 
to obtain it, and haft opened to us various and exu¬ 
berant fources of it within us and without us. Fain 
wouldft thou avert from us all pain, all fuffering, 
all difpleafure, — fain wouldft thou let our whole 
life be one uninterrupted feries of agreeable fenfa- 
tions, if it might be compatible with our nature 
and with our conduft. Praifed be thy fatherly 
kindnefs, o God of our lives, for having fo richly 
and fo unremittedly provided for our pleafure and 
for our happinefs! — Praifed be thy wife parental 
tendemefs even then, when it abfolutely forbids us 
noxious pleafqres, when it bids us enjoy even inno¬ 
cent pleafures with moderation, when it requires 

3 of 
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of us abdinence and renunciations ! For thus alfo 
thou promoted our welfare, preferred us from 
numberlefs pains and evils, and intended to lead us 
to fuperior joys and felicities. Yes, thou art al¬ 
ways the father — the mod condescending, benefi¬ 
cent father, in all that thou difpofed and dod, in 
what thou commanded us and in what thou ’forbid- 
ded! We rejoice therefore in thy prefence, and 
implore thee that this fentiment may condantly live 
and govern in our fouls, refine and dignify our 
pleafures, preferve us from every abufe of them, 
and be the vital principle of our whole deportment! 
Imprint deeply in our hearts this confolatory, this 
pious fentiment; teach us to recognize and feel 
thee and thy goodnefs in all things and at all times; 
let all lead us to thee, and every pleafure that thou 
conceded to us awaken us to the love of thee and 
to a truly cheerful obedience to thy commands. 
Blefs likewife in this refpedt the confiderations in 
which we are now to be employed. Give us to 
difeern the truth, and fo to follow its dictates as 
never to abufe them to fin. Thefe and all other 
our petitions we conclude, as the votaries of thy 
fon Jefus, in his name and words, referring the ifliie 
of all our defires and views ultimately to the direc¬ 
tion of thy fupreme controul, eternal, everlading 
king, enihrined in glory that cannot be approached, 
inveded with wifdom and power which no arm can 
refid, no tongue exprefs, no though^ conceive. — 
Our father, &c. 
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I TIM. iv. 4 . 

Every creature of Go.! is.pood, and nothing to be refufedi if 
it be received with thankfgiving. 

J_J AVING in the two preceding difeourfes fpoken 
of the value of riches and of the value of ho¬ 
nour, I fhall to-day addrefs to you, my devout audi¬ 
ence, fome confiderations on the value of pleafure; 
and particularly of what is called fenfual pleafure. 
Erroneoufly and partially as mankind have been 
and (till are apt to judge of the value of riches and 
of honour, no lefs erroneoufly and partially have 
they eftimated the value of fenfual pleafure. But 
too frequently has it been abfolutely condemned as 
unworthy of rational and immortal beings, of chrif- 
tians called to a fuperior virtue ; and to fanttion this 
condemnation of it appeals have been made to re¬ 
ligion and chriftianity. And how lamentably have 
both religion and chriftianity been by this means 
diferedited in the minds of many 1 What numbers 
have been thus deterred from the love and practice 
of them ! How often have thefe beft friends and 
comforters of man been prefented to us under a 
gloomy and joylefs afpeCt ! But how greatly have 
religion and chriftianity been thus mifreprefented 
and injured! What a criminal abufe of their mod 
facred names! How far are they from interdicting 
,us innocent pleafures, harmlefs fatisfa&ions of what¬ 


ever 
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ever kind, and from rendering the draught of life 
more bitter and unpleafant than it ihould be by the 
conftitutions and regulations which God has eda- 
blilhed in nature : how far, I fay, are they front 
this; they, who have nothing in view but to lighten 
the load of life, to infpire us with a firm and lively 
courage, and to make us know and feel the good- 
nefs of our heavenly Father, in all that furrounds 
and befalls us} and to render us, not only in the 
future, but likewife in the prefent world, as happy as 
it is poffible for us to be ! 

No, as religion and chridianity neither prohibit 
us from driving to acquire riches by lawful means, 
nor from endeavouring after true honour by the 
way of wifdom and virtue ; fo neither do they for¬ 
bid us to yield our fenfitive organs to the agreeable 
impreffions made upon them by external objects, 
and therefore to enjoy fenfual pleafure. Indeed 
they admonifh us not to injure ourfelves and others 
by their improper ufe, not to be intemperate in 
their enjoyment, and not to indulge an overween¬ 
ing fondnefs for them. But even in fo doing they 
provide for our pleafure, for its higher relifh, for its 
longer duration, for its compatibility with the 
pleafures of the mind and heart, of which we are as 
fufceptible as of the former, and which are dill 
more defirable. We mud only, according to their 
dittates, fo ufe the world, and the good things there¬ 
of, as not abufing them. We mud only take heed 
that while God never leaves himl'elf without a wit- 
l 3 nefs 
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nefs in us that he fends us fo much good from hea¬ 
ven, and fills our hearts with food and gladnefs, that 
we do not fuffer it to draw us off from him, 
but to lead and bring us nearer to him. We may 
enjoy, without fcruple, all that God has made, and 
whatever he has offered to our enjoyment by his 
conftitution of the univerfe; but enjoy all with pray- 
• er and thankfgiving from a fenfibility to the kind- 
nefs of our fupreme benefaftor, and thus to fan£tify 
it to our ufe. This the apoftle declares in the 
words of our text. “ Every creature of God,” 
fays he, every thing that God has created, every 
pleafure of which he has made us capable, “ is good 
and nothing to be refufed, if it be received with 
thankfgivingwe may enjoy them all without 
fin, if only at the fame time we do not forget the 
heavenly donor, and withdraw our affections from 
him. Admitting thefe premifes as undeniable, we 
will now proceed to inveftigate the matter itfelf 
more clofely, and fo endeavour to get a complete 
conception of it. In this defign we fhall firft make 
a few obfervations on pleafure in general, and on 
the various kinds of it; then ftate the value of fen- 
fual pleafure in particular; and laftly lay down fome 
rules for our conduct in relation to it. 

Every pleafure, even fenfual pleafure, has in it¬ 
felf, a peculiar value. In this refpeft it effentially 
differs from riches and honour. They receive their 
whole value from the ufe we make of them, from 
{he effects they produce, from the good that is 

wrought 
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wrought by them. But pleafure is in itfelf, with- 
out regard to effects and confequences, fomething 
agreeable, fomething good; an agreeable fenfation, 
an agreeable exertion of our abilities, an agreeable 
fentiment of our exiftence and of our prefent 
condition. 

It mull however be confefled, that every pleafure 
is not defirable in like manner; but neither is every 
real good abfolutely fo, and in the fame degree. 
The polfeflion of one good often militates with the 
pofleffion of another; the enjoyment of one pleafure 
may often not confift with the enjoyment of another. 
One pleafure is always purer, nobler, greater than 
another: one pleafure even remains a pleafure in its 
confequences; another foon ceafes to be a pleafure, 
and changes into pain or difgufl. There are plea- 
fures which are bought much too dear, and do not 
repay the trouble that we have bellowed upon 
them, though they do not therefore ceafe to be plea- 
fures: there are others which are worth every toil, 
every preparative, every exertion, and always per¬ 
form more than they promife. We Ihould there¬ 
fore indeed chufe from among our pieafures, frnce 
they cannot all be enjoyed at once, may not all be 
enjoyed at any time ; fince fome mull be negle&ed 
and flighted, that we may be capable and partakers 
of others. Every pleafure is good, is defirable; but 
each in its proper time, in its due degree, according 
fo its kind. Even the meaneft, the lowed fpecies 
of them have the preference, at certain times and 

l 4 in 
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in certain places, to the nobleft and the moil re¬ 
fined. Thus we may, we fhould not unfrequently 
prefer the fatisfying of an urgent animal want, or 
the reft and inaction neceflary to the recreation of 
our enfeebled body, to the pureft tranfports of 
devotion. In general they are all either dignified 
or debafed, either diminiihed or increafed, accor¬ 
ding to the ftate of mind in which they are en¬ 
joyed, the views we have in them and the ufe we 
make of them. 

Farther: all even what is called fenfual pleafure, 
is properly intellectual pleafure: that is, our mind 
has the fenfe, the confcioufnefs of the agreeable al¬ 
terations extrinfecally produced in the body, or in 
the vifible world, as well as the agreeable ideas 
which independent on all externals, it raifes and pro- 
fecutesinitfelf by its own inherent energies. Satis¬ 
faction and diffatisfaction, pleafure and difpleafure are 
no more than different circumftances of our mind, 
different modes of feeling its exiftence and its re¬ 
lations to other objects, whether the principle and 
the occafions of them be within it or without it. 

We diftinguifh them only in reference to the 
means whereby thefe alterations and ideas arife 
in us ; or in regard to the fources whence we de¬ 
rive thefe agreeable fenfations. 

Whether it be our organs of fenfe that prefent them 
to us; whether beautiful images, that enter the mind 
by the eyes, melodious founds by the ear, fragrant 
pdews by the noftriis, gently poignant impreffions 

by 
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by the palate and tongue, or agreeable thrilling emo¬ 
tions and fenfations by fenfibility; they are all called 
fenfual pleafures, though it is always our mind that 
has and enjoys them. They may even fometimes in 
a purer, higher, nay, in the proper fignification of 
the term become Spiritual ; when, we are led by 
them to the contemplation and fentiment of the 
true, the beautiful, the good in nature, and to the 
ftill more elevated contemplation and adoration of 
their great author and his goodnefs; or in general 
when we reflect on them, compare them together 
and with former fentiments and ideas, draw infe¬ 
rences from them, and afeend from particulars and 
individuals to generals and univerfjls, and at length, 
as far as our comprehenfion readies, furvey the 
whole, and thus call forth and excrcile all out- 
mental faculties, and this without laborious effort 
and with beneficial efteds. 

And this it is then wherein fpirituaj pleafures 
in the ftrideft fenfe of tha term, and in contradif- 
tindion to fuch as are called fenfual, confifh We 
term them fpiritu il, inaimuch as they do not arife 
from prefent imprefiions on our organs of fenfe, 
but chiefly or entirely by the perculiar operation 
of our mind, and are a refult of its reflections, it$_ 
confiderations and refearches — relate more to in- 
vifible than to vifible things, and are grounded on 
the knowledge and contemplation of truth, on the 
fenfations of moral beamy and harmony, on the 
confeious fenfe of our own, inward, ever-increafing 

perfedion. 
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perfection, on adoration of God, on joy in him and 
exhilarating pro. peels in futurity. 

Thefc, the more fpiritual, or entirely fpiritual 
pleafures, have undoubtedly the greateft value of 
all. They arc in their own nature inefchauftible. 
No man can ever enjoy all the pleafures of this kind of 
w.uch he is capable ; and never can he fo completely 
enjoy them as that he might not Hill more com* 
pLteI ; enjoy them. One pleafure here is continu¬ 
ally fprinking out of another; and even that which 
we have *.he rnoft frequently enjoyed lofes nothing 
of its value thereby, never becomes infipid, is con¬ 
tinually acquiring new charms, ever frelh delights, 
ever ihews itfelf on new tides and in new com¬ 
binations. — The materials of thefe pleafures are as 
immenfe as the kingdom of truth, as unbounded a<s 
the univere, as infinite as divine perfection. — — 
Thefe pleasures are for the fame reafons far more 
durable than all others. They vanilh not with the 
light of the day, difappear not with the outward af- 
pe£l of things, corrupt not with our bodies in the 
grave. They remain with us as long as we remain. 
They abide by us under all the changes and revolu¬ 
tions, however great, of our prefent and future con¬ 
dition. They fuppiy the want of the whole vifibie 
world, in the darknefs of the night and the abfence 

of all fociety, in the lonelinefs of the grave.-— 

On this very account are they likewife pleafures 
which bring us neared to the end for which we 
>vere created. They tranfp)ant us from the clafs of 

merely 
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merely animal, into that of fpiritual beings. They 
are in immediate connexion with the pleafnres we 
expeft in a better life, render us fitter for the enjoy¬ 
ment of them, and thofe become the foundation of 
thefe and thefe a continuance of thofe. 

But certain as all this is, my pious hearers, fo 
certain is it likewife, that fenfual pleafures have 
neverthelefs their real value, that we are not by 
any means to defpife and rejeft them, that we 
fhould much rather prize, feek, enjoy them. — And 
wherein then peculiarly confifts the value of fenfual 
pleafure ? 

That it confifts in an agreeable fenfation, in a 
pleafant mode of exiftence, and thereby, like every 
other pleafure, has an intrinfic value, infeparable 
from the enjoyment of it, is what we have already 
remarked, and is not capable of any farther defini¬ 
tion, as a matter entirely belonging to the province 
of fentiment and experience. But when it is inno¬ 
cent and legitimate, it receives a (till greater value by 
the good confequences it produces, by its effects on 
our whole ftate and condition!. 

The moderate and genial enjoyment of fenfual 
pleafure fupports our life, and promotes our health. 
By giving a ftrcnger ftimulus to the folids, and ^ 
quicker circulation to the fluids of our body ; by the 
number and diverfity of the movements it occafions, 
by the ceffation of the toilfome and fatiguing exer¬ 
tion of particular veffels and limbs either neceflary 
to fedate reflexion, or to hard mechanical labour; 

by 
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by the relaxation jo f mufdes and fibres too ftrongly 
agitated, and the moderated motion of thofe that have 
lain too long inactive ; by the freer inhaling and ex¬ 
haling of the outward air, by the concomitant relief 
from prefii'ng cares, by the view of brighter objefts, 
the excitation and enjoyment of more agreeable fen- 
lations: by all thefe means the fiighter diforders of 
the body are removed, their 1 farther progrefs flop¬ 
ped, the regularity and equipoife of its various part* 
and their movements are reftored, and new life and 
hew powers infufed into the whole frame. And 
this is frequently better effected by walking abroad, 
recreating journies, company, converfation, diver- 
ftons, dancing, convivial entertainments and the 
like, than by merely mental pleafures ; under which 
our bodies would fink, at lead in their prefent date, 
if they were not relieved by fuch alternate changes, 
as much as under the opprelfion of too full a mcaL 
But if our bodies {land in need of refrefhment 
and recreation, our mind no lefs requires and finds 
them in the innocent and moderate enjoyment of 
fenfual pleafure. Its Attention is thereby directed to 
other matters lefs grave and audere; its faculties 
are as it were unbent, a£t more freely ; are no lon¬ 
ger confined to the profecution of one particular 
purpofe ; employ themfelves on new fubje&s, on 
lighter fucceffions of ideas and fentiments, or pafs 
more rapidly from one to another, without dwell¬ 
ing on any to fatigue ; and thus our mind acquires 
new life, new vigour, new aptitude, new energies 

whenever 
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whenever duty and vocation, and the thirft after 
higher excellence Summon it to new exertions, and 
to purfue them with fatisfackion and with fuccefs. 

Innocent fenfual pleafure tends likewife to the 
more clofe affociation of mankind and to the promo¬ 
tion of focial life. Social pleafure draws all within 
thefphere of its operation to it; brings all the parts 
of it nearer together. All mutually give and take, 
receive and enjoy; every one contributes more or 
lefs to the pleafure of the reft ; and this muft awaken 
in them a fenfe of their mutual dependence, their 
mutual wants, and thereby make them more va¬ 
luable and more dear to each other. 

Innocent fenfual pleafure and the fociat enjoy¬ 
ment of it, likewife mitigates all rigour and feverity 
in the judgments and manners of men ; caufes them 
to perceive more goodnefs, more pleafant and amia¬ 
ble qualities in each other ; gives even virtue a 
brighter afpeck, piety a more cheerful mien, thus 
gains more profelytes to both, and procures them 
both a larger and more unimpeded operation. 

Innocent fenfual pleafure expands the heart with 
benevolence towards all mankind, caufes us to take 
greater intereft in every thing about us, makes u& 
more fenfible to the wants of others, and may fre¬ 
quently excite us to very beneficial and generous 
actions. Never is the man that is worthy of that 
name, that has the fentiments of humanity within 
him,more ready to help his brethren, and todo them 

good 
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good than when he feels his own good fortune and 
profperity, and is pleafed and cheerful in the enjoy- 
ment of it. 

Innocent fenfual pleafure is properly earnt by 
honeft perfevering indudry in our calling, and is, 
at the fame time, the due reward of it: a reward 
of which perfons even in the lowed flations of life 
are capable and probably are mod in want of; a 
reward that fupports them by the expectation of it 
in their mod laborious toils, and alleviates to them 
the mod difagreeable and mod troublefome occu¬ 
pations. 

And how adapted is the enjoyment of innocent 
fenfual pleafure to raife the heart of the rational 
man, the true chridian, to God, the author and 
giver of pleafure; to pervade him entirely with the 
fentiment of his goodnefs ; to infpire him with in¬ 
ward love and gratitude to his beneficent creator 
and father; to awaken in him a pure, exalted, 
cheerful piety; to allow him to hope for more and 
larger portions of the divine bounty; and open to 
him the brighted profpe&s of fuperior, nobler kinds 
of pleafure in a more perfeft date. 

All thefe confequences and effe&s, which attend 
on innocent and temperate fenfual pleafure, mud cer¬ 
tainly give it a manifold real value; and we fhould 
be ignorant both of man and his wants, were we to 
refufe it him altogether, or impute it to him as a 
fin, thatinafmuch as he is a fenfual being he ihould 

enjoy 
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enjoy fenfual pleafure. No, “ every creature of 
God is good, and nothing to be refufed, if it be 
received with thankfgiving.” 

Permit me now, my pious hearers, to' lay down 
a few rules which may be of fervice to you in the 
ufe and enjoyment of fenfual pleafure, and guard 
you from miftakes. 

Think, not, that becaufe I pronounce all plea¬ 
fure to be real pleafure, and do not, as ufuai, for 
the mod part condemn it, that you are therefore to 
purfue every pleafure without fcruple, and enjoy 
it at all times, and in every way at will. All plea- 
fures are really and a&ually fo; they produce in 
us agreeable fenfations. But all plealures are not 
lawful; all are not harmlefs; all are not digni¬ 
fied ; all may not be enjoyed at all times, in all 
circumftances, in the fame proportion. The gene¬ 
rality of fenfual pieafures are deceitful; that is, 
they promife more than they perform ; they but 
feldora come up to our expectations ; they excite 
agreeable fenfations within us, but not fuch agree¬ 
able, not fuch delightful fenfations, as we perhaps 
concluded they would ; they commonly arc* far Icfs 
durable than we expe&ed. — Every, even the 
raoft innocent pleafure, may change into pain, and 
does actually change into pain, by too frequent, 
too long, too continued enjoyment; if we bring it 
on by compulfion, and endeavour to prolong its 
continuance by force, when it is not the Ample 
exigence of nature, but an artificial requifite of our 

heated 
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heated imagination. — Several kinds of pleafure 
are abfolutely interdicted ; as all thofe that are de- 
ftrudive to the body or to the mind ; all that are 
injurious to our neighbour, in his health, his ho¬ 
nour, his property, his lawful amufements, or in 
his circumftances; all that render us unfit or in- 
difpofed for the focial duties and fervices we are 
bound to perforin. — Others are lawful, but only 
as they are enjoyed at proper feafons, in due de¬ 
gree, and are not disqualifying or detrimental to 
the rclifh of more refined and exalted pleafures. 

Be therefore — this is my fecond rule — be 
prudent, careful, confcientious in the choice of 
your pleafures. Do not imagine the firft that foli- 
cits you to be the heft. This is to ad like children, 
who are yet defedive in that which generally diftin- 
guiflies man from the inferior animals, I mean 
judgment, and who yet, like the brutes, ad more 
from inftind than from confideration and refledion. 
Men fhould diftinguifh themfelves from children in 
the choice of their pleafures. Suffer no pleafure, 
which you yourfelf do not approve, to obtrude it- 
felf upon you, to over-perfuade you, or carry you 
away; or which, at the time, and in the prefent 
temper of your mind, you had rather change for 
another, perhaps fome nobler pleafure. Examine 
the pleafure that prefents itfelf to you, by the rules 
of wifdom, of prudence, of religion and of chrift- 
ianity; by your prefent wants and circumftances. 
Aik yourfelf: By this pleafure ihall I do no wrong 

to 
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to any one, hurt none, negled no neceffary, in- 
difpenfable duty to my parents, my children, my 
family, my fellow-fubjeds, my fellow-creatures? 
Will not my worldly affairs be injured by it ? 
Will it be prejudicial or ferviceable to my health ? 
Will it wound my peace of mind or promote it ? 
Will it add to the temptations and allurements of 
fin and vice,' or give me encouragement and in¬ 
centives to virtue ? Will it tend to fit or to unfit 
me for the difcharge of my obligations, to make 
me more indolent or more alert ? Will it lead me 
off from God: or, by a rational and difcreet en¬ 
joyment of his bounty, attach me clofer to him ? 
Will it deprive me of my tafle for ferious occupa¬ 
tions, for fublimer pleafures, of all relifh for divine 
worfhip, for exercifes of devotion, or infpire me 
with frefh inclinations and ability for them ? Am I 
fure that it will never caufe me remorfe and pain ; 
that I fhall always recoiled it with fatisfadion and 
.with thankfulnefs to God who vouchfafed it to me ? 
Shall I not lay a ftumbling-block in the way of any 
one, or needlefsly offend him by the indulgence of 
this gratification ? Shall I not probably thereby 
induce others of the fame ftation with myfelf, but 
not in fuch good circumflances, to follow my ex¬ 
ample, and fo to prejudice themfelves and others ? 
— And am I, in fhort, adually in want of this 
pleafure ? have I firft deferved it by any good and 
ufeful adions, by a faithful and diligent ol^ervance 
of my., duty ? Have I really fo confumed my 
vol. i. m ftrength 
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ftrength by labouring in my vocation, or by any 
other laudable means, that I muft provide for its 
recreation ? For, as it is faid, He that will not 
work, neither fhould he eat; it may be full as truly 
faid, he who has not worked, is not authorifed to 
take any pleafure, neither can he completely enjoy 
it. — Whoever frequently and ferioully makes thefe 
reflexions, will certainly indulge himfelf in no 
pleafure that is unlawful, or that may be manifeftly 
injurious to himfelf or others, will feldom err in 
the choice of his pleafures, and never tranfgrefs 
the bounds of moderation ; and to him it will con- 
ftantly be what it was intended to be in the gracious 
defigns of our creator — not the bufmefs, not the 
main concern, not the ultimate object — but the 
relaxation, recreation, rcfrefhment, encouragement 
and incentive to duty, fubferviency to fuperior per- 
feXion. 

A third rule, that may aflift us in the choice of 
our pleafure, is this: always prefer thofe pleafures 
and diverflons which are at the fame time profi¬ 
table, to fuch as are Amply pleafures and diverflons, 
or the advantage whereof is very remote and almoft. 
imperceptible. In this view, the more mental plea¬ 
fures have a tnanifefl preference to the more fen- 
i'ual or the barely fenfual. When I gratify my 
palate by favory meats, or pleafe it by generous 
and racy wine; when I flatter my olfaXory nerves 
by aromatic and delicious odours ; when I delight 
myfclf in thej fenlations of a gentle warmth, a re- 
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frelhing breeze, or other kindly imprcfiions on the 
organs of feeling ; when I beguile the languid in¬ 
tervals of feverer Itudies by honed diverfion ; when 
I totally unbend, and yield alternately to the genial 
impreflions of outward things : all this is real plea- 
furc but it is merely plcafure, nothing but plea- 
fure, that is fometimes advantageous in its conl'e- 
quences, but never abdra&edly. As often on the 
other hand, as I engage in ferious or lively, in- 
dru Clive or facetious converfation, or frequent po¬ 
lite and fcnfible company, as often as I contemplate 
the beauties of nature, or the harmony of founds, 
or the works of art, with eamednefs and fentiment; 
as often as I adminider wholefome food to my 
mind, my fagacity and my fenfibility, by reading 
or hearing the performances of genius j as often 
as I employ myfelf in reflection or in exercifes of 
devotion, or in works of beneficence: fo often I 
enjoy pleafure, aClual pleafure, and yet not merely 
pleafure, but, at the fame time, during the enjoy¬ 
ment, I promote a ufeful exercife of my mental 
powers, of my tade, my fenfibility, my talents 
and ingenuity, and in fo doing immediately for¬ 
ward my perfection and happinefs. Therefore con¬ 
tinue no labour to abfolute fatigue, till you feel 
quite weakened and exhauded, and require a total 
relaxation, and fo force yourfelf to feek mere plea¬ 
fure, or rather a not difagreeable inactivity and 
repofe, in attending to'your health or your life; 
whenever the choice of your pleafures depends on 

M a yourfelf, 
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yourfelf, and you may enjoy one as well as an¬ 
other without detriment, prefer that which by a 
moderate employment affords you recreation and 
exercife at once, to that which juft relieves you 
from wearinefs, is juft agreeable, or infpires you 
with new ftrength and energy only in its confe- 
quences. 

Fourthly, my pious hearers, let no fenfual plea- 
fure grow into a paffion, if you would not run the 
'hazard of lofing your liberty, and of falling into 
the moft lamentable bondage. He that indulges 
himfelf as frequently in fenfual pleafure as he has the 
means and opportunities for it, will foon find that 
he cannot forego it without uneafinefs and reluct¬ 
ance: and he who cannot deprive himfelf of it 
without thinking himfelf unhappy, will foon find it 
become a paffion; that is, he will no longer be able 
to withftand the calls and allurements of it —» will 
prefer it to all other kinds of pleafure, facriuce them 
all to that one, and think himfelf happy only while 
in the enjoyment of it. And when matters are 
come to this pafs, how can the man ftill preferve 
his freedom ? How will he be able to do that 
which reafon and confcience in all events enjoin 
him as the fitted and beft ? How often will he 
neglect the moft urgent affairs and violate the moft 
facred obligations, for running after this pleafure 
which is everything to him ! How often will the 
bare want of it, or the impoffibility of enjoying it, 
render him indifpofed, unqualified, too languid for 

any 
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any other exertion of his faculties, for any ferious 
bufinefs, for any ufcful occupation! — And how 
can a man in this fituation be happy ? Nay, the 
oftcner he muft deny himfelf the pleafure he fo 
paifionately purfues (and neither his own nature, 
nor die nature of other things and other men, will 
allow hitn fo frequently to enjoy it as he would 
wilh) the oftener therefore he muft deny himfelf 
to it, fo much the oftener muft he more or lefs 
be miferable. Would you avoid this thraldom 
and this mifery, my pious hearers; fuffer not the 
propenfity to fenfual pleafure to get the maftery 
over you ; allow it not to become fo violent as that 
you cannot withftand it. To this end, accuftom 
yourfelves to abftinence from this kind of plea- 
lures. Enjoy them not fo frequently as circum- 
ftances and time permit; not fp frequently as you 
have opportunities and inclination for them. Break 
off from them at times, on purpofe, that you may 
learn to be deprived of them without anxiety or 
vexation; merely that you may maintain the com¬ 
mand over yourfelf, and the rights of your reafon 
and liberty ; merely that you may not become the 
Haves of fuch things, as you probably muft, one 
time or other, relinquilh whether you will or no, 
and the privation of which would render you un¬ 
happy, if you had not previoufly accuftomed your¬ 
felf to it. Hard as the obfervance of this rule may 
appear, my pious hearers, it is abfolutely ne&ffary 
M 3 for 
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for every man who would be wife and virtuous, and 
capable of lafling peace and a folid felicity. 

Laflly, for the enjoyment of fenfual pleafurcs, 
however innocent they may be, neglect not, my 
dear friends, the loftier and purer plcafures of the 
mind. Let them not render you unfit for thefe. 
Let thefe ever have the precedence over them. 
They are deceitful, tranfient, of fiiort duration; 
thefe are altogether what they feem; perform all 
that they promife, and even more; are incor¬ 
ruptible and eternal. The former we can only 
enjoy fo long as we have thefe fenfitivc organs j 
with the death of our body they fall totally away. 
The latter abide with us after we have pall the 
grave and gate of death; we can injoy them as 
long as our fpirit exilts and lives and a els. The 
knowledge of truth will rejoice us forever, yield us 
inexhauflible materials for reflection and pleafure, 
and raife us continually to higher knowledge. 
Good virtuous fentiments, a&ions, habitudes, will 
never ccafe to blefs us with the delightful confci- 
oufnefs of perfection and intrinfic worth. Com¬ 
munion with God will be to us an incxhaultible 
fource of the mod elevated pleafure and delight. 
But thefe fpiritual pleafurcs can only then be fo, 
after we have known and loved and fought and en¬ 
joyed them here, and preferred them to every 
other kind of pleafure. He that has confined him- 
felf Bfere to merely fenfual pleafures, muft necefla- 
be miferable in the future ftate. He brings with 

hin^ 



THE VALUE OF SENSUAL PLEASURE. 167 

him the eager appetite for pleafure, and all the 
means of gratifying it are gone. . Can you reprefent 
to yourfclves a (late of greater t 9 rment than this ? 

Beware, my dear friends, of this; refine and 
exalt your tafle, frequently refled: on your future 
appointment; fay often to yourfclves: No, 1 am 
not wholly dull, not totally fubject to corruption; I 
am not merely an animal man. There is a fpirit 
within me, a rational, immortal fpirit, capable of 
greater perfection, of a higher felicity; a fpirit, 
whofe life and nutriment confifts not in meat and 
drink, not in fcnfual indulgences, but in know¬ 
ledge and virtue, and love towards God and man ; 
a fpirit, whofe future portion depends on my 
prefent behaviour, whofe future pleafures will be 
determined by thofe which I at prefent mod feek, 
molt prize, rnofl love! Mere fcnfual pleafures 
cannot fatisfy it; they follow it not into its higher 
ftatc; it cannot tranfport them with it into a better 
world. No, I will even now endeavour to fecure 
to myfelf thofe nobler pleafures, thofe purer joys, 
to which I am invited as a man and a chriftian; will 
at prefent cxercife myfelf in every thing that can 
qualify me to hope and give me the capacity for 
them! Then let all fenfual earthly pleafures be 
ever fo fhort, ever fo imperfect, ever fo tranfxent, 
ever fo quickly to- be ravifhed from me, I ftili 
know, that quite other fatisfa&ions await me, celef- 
tial, divine, eternal, which will immenfely com- 
penfate the lofs of them. 

M 4 
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SERMON IX. 


The Value of Intelleftual Plcafurcs. 


G 0D ’ father of all mankind, of all fpirits, —- 
eternal fource of all that is and lives and 
thinks! Even us thou haft raifed to the rank of 
thinking, intelligent, fpiritual beings, to the rank 
of thy children, of thy eminently favoured children, 
who know thee as their father, and can have com¬ 
munion with thee! If thou have made us like to 
the inhabitants of the duft and connected us with an 
earthly body, yet is there within us a fpiritual life, 
a fpiritual energy which lifts us far above duft and 
clay, and tells us that we are formed after thy 
image, that we are thy offspring! Yes, we feel- 
within ourfelves thy energy divine; which tells the 
heart, thou meaneft, thou madeft us to behold and 
love what thou beholde|t and loveft, the general 
orb of life and being; to be great like thee, bene¬ 
ficent and a£b've. And how much has thy fatherly 
. goodnefs provided for the fuftenance, the gratifi¬ 
cation, the ever increafing perfection of our mind! 

With 
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With what abilities and capacities furniffied it! 
What fources of the pureft, mod exalted ptcafure 
opened to it! And how blithe, how happy might 
wc already be in this our in! ant ftate, if we knew 
how to prize and to employ our advantages aright! 
Oh that we were never unmindful of our celeftial 
extra&ion, our near connection with thee, our 
clofe affinity with thy fon Jefus and our more glo¬ 
rious appointment hereafter, — never thought and 
acted as merely fenfual creatures, but continually 
as intelligent, fpiritual, immortal men! • Teach us 
then thyfelf to perceive and feel our dignify, to 
prefer before all things that which connects us with 
fuperior intelligences, and with thee, the Mind 
Supreme, ever better and better to ufe and to ex- 
ercife our nobler capacities and powers, and thus 
ever to render ourfelves more worthy of being 
called thy children and brethren of thy fon Jefus, 
who is highly exalted over all! — Let the know¬ 
ledge of truth, the love and practice of virtue, be¬ 
nevolence and beneficence, the purfuit of endlefs 
perfection, and the fublime prerogative of railing 
ourfelves to thee, and of holding converfe with 
thee, the fource and centre of all minds, their only 
point of reft, be-perennially more important, ever' 
dearer to us; and grant that we may feek and find 
therein that pure delight, that abiding felicity 
which everywhere elfe we fhould feek in vain. 
Blefs to this end the doClrines that are now to be 
delivered to us. Let our propenfity to pleafure be 

thereby 
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thereby refined and elevated. Thefe our petitions 
we humbly offer up unto thee in the name of our 
lord and faviour Jcfus Chrift, and call upon thee 
further in his words : Our father. See. 


U’lir.s. v. 18. 


Be filled with the Spirit. 

jp*REQUENTLY have I already recommended to 
you intellectual pleafures, my pious hearers, as the 
pureft, the nobleft, the mod permanent of all others j 
already often told you that they are the molt worthy 
of us, both as men and as chriftians, the mod con- 
fiftent with our high vocation, and the fitteft pre¬ 
parative for our entrance on the future ftate; often 
have I encouraged and exhorted you to give them 
the preference to all other kinds of pleafure, with 
the affurance that you will never repent of your 
choice. Even in my laft difeourfe in treating of 
the value of fenfual pleafure, I recommended thofe 
of the mind as far more excellent. And this they 
certainly are; as certainly and indifputably as our 
fpirit is of a nobler nature and conftitution than 
our body; as certainly as things undecaying are 
better than things tranfitory, infinite greater than 
finite, eternity of njore confequence than time; as 
certainly as that our affinity with angelic natures, 
with Jefus Chrift, with God hiinfeif, is more glo¬ 


rious 
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tious and covclablc than our affinity with the plants 
and the beafls of the field. lie that is acquainted 
with thefe pleafures of the mind, who knows them 
by experience, has often enjoyed them, fuch an 
one can never more do without them; they will 
be as urgent neceffaries to him as eating and drink¬ 
ing to the fenfual man; and he runs fo little rifle 
of lofing his relifh for them, that on the contrary 
we will have caufe to beware left for them he lhould 
utterly defpife and neglect all other pleafures of an 
inferior order, the enjoyment of which is not only 
lawful, but is often needful and falutary. 

And yet comparatively but few are of this opi¬ 
nion. Senfual pleafures are in general far more 
highly prized, far more ardently fought after, and 
far more fteadily purfued than intellectual. The 
former will find a hundred admirers and enco- 
miafts, where the latter will lcarcely have one. 
The former make a hundred times the fubject and 
folace of focial converfations; while the latter are 
fcarcely mentioned, I mean mentioned with truth 
and fentiment. Every one praifes the former, 
whether young or old, whether he partakes in 
them or not; while the latter are but feldom 
openly and dire&ly held and declared to be what 
they really are. 

And whence may this arife ? May it not, partly 
at leaft, proceed from our not being fufficiently 
comrerfant with thefe pleafures; from our not 

rightly 
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rightly underftanding what they are, what they 
produce, what they procure to us, and wherein 
their proper value confifts ? Indeed the offence of 
pleafure, of whatever kind, or that which caufcs 
pleafure to be fo, is not eafy to be defcribed, not 
ltriCtly to be analyzed. Pleafure is fenfation. He 
that would properly know it, he that would tafte 
its fweets, muff himfelf experience, mud himfelf 
enjoy it. The fources of thefe pleafures however 
may be afcertained, fome of their fruits and effects 
may be illuftrated ; fomething at leaft may be faid 
of their origin and quality. Probably this may 
tend to excite a greater attention towards them, 
fome appetence for them, perhaps a determination 
may be produced to ftudy to become better ac¬ 
quainted with them. 

And this, my pious hearers, is what I am de- 
firous of doing in regard of intellectual pleafures by 
my prefent difcourfe. I may perhaps contribute 
either to render fuch to whom they are ltrange, or 
not fufliciently familiar, more attentive to them, or 
to ftrengthen and confirm the inclination and af- 
fedion for them in fuch as have already directed 
their tafte that way. 

This is, if not the only, at leaft one indifpen. 
fable method of obeying the apoftle’s exhortation 
in our text, addreffed to chriftians, “ Be ye filled 
with the fpirit.” Be thoroughly imbued, would he 
fay, with the fpirit of religion and of chriftianity ; 
open die avenues of your underftanding and your 

heart 
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heart to their influence ; let that which makes you 
wife and upright- chriftians, which infpires you with 
devout and virtuous affections, which will give you 
a fpiritual life, fpiritual faculties and fpiritual joys, be 
much dearer to you, much more earnellly fought 
after by you, than the gratification of the fenfuai 
appetites. Seek them with infinitely greater ardour 
than fuch as degrade your fpirit, and may’eafily lead 
you to licentioufnefs and profligacy. We (hall not 
therefore depart from the fcope and defign of the 
apoftolical exhortation, in admonifhing you con¬ 
cerning intellectual pleafures, and their pre-eminent 
value. To this end 1 (hall firft make fome general 
obfervations on intellectual pleafures; and then go 
through the principal kinds of them in particular, 
and point out their value. 

You know, my pious hearers, from my laft dif- 
courfe, what we are to underftand by intellectual 
pleafures ; namely, pleafures which our mind pro¬ 
cures to itfelf, which are produced more by its own 
activity than by the impreffions made by extrinfic 
objeCls on our fenfes or fenfitive organs. Thefe, 
our organs of fenfe, indeed fumilh us with the 
primary materials, they convey to our mind the 
firft ideas of them, and the (lock is continually in- 
creafed by their inftrumentality. But our mind 
works up thefe materials, improves this fund j it 
arranges, feparates, affociates them j it refleCh upon 
what we have learnt and experienced concerning 
outward objeCts by our fight, by our hearing, by 

our 
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our feeling, and the like ; proceeds from parti¬ 
culars to generals, from vifible to invifible: and 
whenever it difeovers order, truth, beauty, good- 
nefs, perfection, it forms ideas of them, more or 
lefs vivid and apparent, and withal looks back on 
itfelf and its powers with confcioufnefs — or when¬ 
ever it can only exert and apply its proper faculties 
eafily and effectually in a manner adapted to its 
views and inclinations — let the things wherein it is 
employed be either true or not true, good or bad 
— it then enjoys what we term intellectual plea- 
fure. It has an agreeable fenfation of its exiftence, 
of its prefent condition, which is founded on this 
fentiment and exertion of its capacities and abilities, 
and its relation to the w'hole material and intellectual 
world. 

Thefe intellectual plcafures are frequently divided 
into pleafures of the mind and pleafures of the heart. 
The pleafures of the mind are founded on know¬ 
ledge, on clear perception, on plain or comprehcn- 
five conception, luminous excurfions in the unbound¬ 
ed realms of truth ; on the great variety of ideas, and 
as various, though uncommon connections between 
them; on eafy, quick, happy turns of wit, appli¬ 
cations of perfpicacity, of ingenuity, of fancy, of ar¬ 
gument. The pleafures of the heart, as they are 
called, confift more in the lively fenfation, contem¬ 
plation and difplay of what is true, beautiful, good, 
generous, or great and extraordinary; but princi¬ 
pally in benevolence and beneficence. — In faCb, 

they 
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they are not cafily to be difcriminated, being all 
operations of one and the fame intelle&ual faculty, 
the mind and heart having generally an equal (hare 
in each, and we need not take the trouble any 
further to dillinguilh them. We will juft add a 
few more general remarks on the natural and moral 
quality of thefe pleafures, before we proceed to their 
particular kinds. 

Every intelleftual, as well as every fenfual plca- 
fure, is real pleafure, is, for the time, a really agree¬ 
able fenfation, whether morally good or bad, inno¬ 
cent or criminal. When the envious and malevolent 
man defcries any fecret infirmity in his brother, drags! 
into view his imperfeftions and failings, recalls them 
on every occafion to his mind, and delights himfelf 
in dwelling on them ; when the revengeful man re- 
prefents to himfelf in lively colours fome cata- 
ftrophe that has befallen an enemy with all its dif- 
inal confequences, and is elated in the idea; they 
both receive a real pleafure, they actually feel agree¬ 
able fenfations. But this pleafure is lb far from 
being enviable, that it is deteftable, (hocking — 
diabolical pleafure; a pleafure that dillurbs, debafes, 
difgraces the man ; a pleafure, that fooner or later 
repays him with pain and repentance, deprives him 
of a thoufand nobler kinds of pleafure, and renders 
him at length incapable of them. 

Hence it follows, that there are likewife unlawful 
and criminal intellectual pleafures. Not all and each 
are harmlefs} not all and each are noble, not all 

worthy 
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worthy of the-man and the chriftian. To devife ex- 
tenfive, complicated, artful fchemes for com palling 
the hurt of another, and to put them in execution 
notwithftanding all the obftacles and difficulties a 
- man meets with in his crooked, dark and perilous 
way; to employ his fagacity in raifing difficulties 
and perplexing doubts on matters indifpenfable to 
religion — to offend the innocent by his wit, to ob- 
feure the merit of the deferving, to make venerable 
objeCts ridiculous, to givte free fcppe to humour in 
writings or difconrfe, whether it may wound or pleafe; 
all this is intellectual pleafure, but vile, drfgraceful, 
guilty pleafure; pleafure that can excite agreeable 
fenfations only in the heart of the illiberal, the 
evil-minded and vicious man. 

Still farther. Even harmlefs, exalted intellectual 
pleafures may become hurtful when immoderately 
enjoyed, when continued till they exhauft the facul¬ 
ties, deftroy the health, or even Ihorten life. Even 
innocent, noble intellectual pleafures may become 
criminal, if by our inflexible attachment to them we 
are prevented from difeharging the duties of our fta- 
tioir, our office, or our vocation ; if they deprive us 
of the fociety and converiatioh of our fellow- 
creatures ; if by too ftriCtly avoiding all fenfual or 
focial pleafures, we bring wifdom, virtue and piety 
into difrepute. Thus will even the pleafure of de¬ 
votion be a pernicious and criminal pleafure in re- 
fpeS to him, who for them fhould negleCt the affairs 
of his calling, or omit his duty to his parents, hair 

children 
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children, his dependants, or his family.-Thefe 

obfervations, my pious hearers, will fuffice for rec¬ 
tifying your ideas on what intellectual pleafures 
are in general — and cautioning you again ft mif- 
applying thefe corrected notions of them. Let us 
now briefly run over the principal kinds of thefe 
intellectual pleafures, and point out their nature 
and value. 

Every application of our intellectual powers that 
is performed without violence, or wearifome efforts* 
with eafe and effect, procures us intellectual pleafure, 
be the objeCt what it may, important or unimpor¬ 
tant, great or fmall, or whether it relate to religion, 
to fciences, or arts, or the common affairs of life. 
Whenever we frame in our minds clear ideas of 
things, diferiminate them more or lefs by our faga- 
city, difeover their principle and connex : on by our, 
reafon — or, by our imagination, make what is ab- 
fent to be prefent to us, render the invifiblc vifible, 
give a reality in our minds to what is barely pqfflble; 
and thus, as it were, create new worlds ofeour own : 
whenever we exert our faculties in this or any fiir.i- 
lar manner, and are confcious of it to ourfelves, we 
immediately experience a pleafing fentiment of exift- 
ence, and of our actual - condition \ we are glad to 
feel that we have thefe faculties, that we can employ 
them, that we are able to employ them in fuch 
various ways, and with fuch good effeCts, that we 
can perform thefe, or other matters by them. And 
this festhnent of our faculties muft be the more 
vou u n pleafing.^ 
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pleafing to us, mult communicate fo much greater 
value to our pleafure, the more dearly we perceive 
that they effentially belong to our felf, and are a 
far more folid, more durable ground of our per- 
fedion and happinefs, than all outward things that 
we poffefs and efteem. 

We therefore, farther, enjoy intellectual pleafure 
when we labour at the augmentation and rectifica¬ 
tion of our knowledge, and are employed to this 
end in reading or reflection, or in both of them at 
once. And in fad, my pious hearers, what a plea- 
fure muft it procure us when we contemplate the 
works of nature ; when we invefligate the plants, 
the animals, man, their various qualities, abilities, 
capacities, views, connections, operations, deftina- 
fions; when we contemplate the diverfity, the 
grandeur, the order, the beauty, the harmony of 
all the creator’s works ! Everywhere life, adivity, 
action — everywhere defign, principles, means of 
l'atisfaflion and happinefs or adual enjoyment, in¬ 
finitely diverfmed enjoyment of fatisfadion and 
happinefs; on all fides fo great and fuch various 
powers arifing, expanding and operating in their 
allotted fpht-re; operating in fuch various, in fuch 
contrary diredions, and ever contributing to the 
fupport and advantage of the whole! What a 
pleafure when we raife ourfelves in thought from 
earth to heaven, and there lofe ourfelves among 
the numberlefe multitudes of fung and worlds, of 
fources of exigence and life, of new theatres of the 
i majelty 
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majefty and glory of God, and foar from one part 
of his immenfe dominion to another, and nowhere 
difcover either term or limits to his powers and 
wifdom ; when we find the creator of the univerfe 
everywhere equally great, immenfely great, in every 
part as in the whole, in a grain of land as in the fa- 
brie of the world immenfely great and immenfely 
good ! What & delightful, what a ravifiling fenti- 
ment of our faculties, of our exiftence, of our rela¬ 
tive fituations to the world and its author, mud 
not thefe contemplations, thefe profpefts yield us! 
With what pure intellectual pleafure pervade our 
frame! And this in a greater or a lefs degree, does 
every enlargement of our perceptions, every ad¬ 
dition to our knowledge, every not totally fuccefs- 
lefs inveftigation of nature and the fcope of things, 
every ftep whereby we approach towards the dis¬ 
covery of truth, or which gives us a plainer and 
clearer conception of the truths we already know. 
This in particular does the meditation on the doc¬ 
trines of religion, as God himfelf has revealed 
them to us in his word, and principally by Jefus. 
The purer, the richer, the more authentic thefe 
fources of knowledge, the more mud they fatisfy 
our third after light and truth and certainty ; the 
more true and lading pleafure mud we acquire 
from them. 

A third fource of intelle&ual pleafure lies parti- 
Iarly in refle&iop on'ourfelves, on our nature, our 
powers and capacities, our prefent and future ap- 
n 2 pointment. 
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pointment. Certainly, a fpacious and fertile field 
of meditation, which, if we love goodnefs with all 
our imperfections and frailties, opens to us far moro 
pleafant than unpleafant prolpe&s, fupplies us with 
far more materials for agreeable than difagreeable 
fenfations. What man hut mull rejoice in his exift- 
ence, when he is learning to know and to feel and 
to prdage what he* Is, and what'hejpeafter he will be 
and blcom<* j'when,„with all his abafement and in¬ 
firmity hedtfcovers inhimfelf evident lineaments of 
the image of deity,’ the'gcmi of future elevation and 
grandeur ; when he fees how much he tnay grow, 
from everlafling to ev^laftingl in knowledge, in vir¬ 
tue, in activity, in felicity ; when he confiders what 
God has already dpne for man by Jefus, and how 
much greater thingfec may hope for from him in 
futurity. What magnificently promifing predifpo- 
fitions, vt hat great, and as yet almoft undeveloped 
abilities, what- active, far operative, t y&t at prefent 
dreumferibed and limited On all fides, and reftricted 
powers, does he not find within him, when he at 
times fucceeds in beifig ubfqrbed, as it were in hitn- 
felf, and is able to obferve the aftion and procefs of 

his own mind! Then how elated muft he be in his 

• * 

defliitatiain, and how much greater and nobler muft 
this joy be than all fenfible and tranfient things can 
give him! 

Fourthly, k is intellectual pleafure, or procures us 
intellectual pleafure, when we* labour at our moral 
improvement, ^and jjgd our langur attended with 

fujcce%, 
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fucccfs. What agreeable fenfations we feel when 
we have avoided one temptation to fin, or happily 
conquered another ; when We form a good refolutiun 
and carry it into, effect ; now, no more to commit 
a fault that ufed fo often and lo fuddenly to furprize 
us, no longer to fubmit to its vein ment attractions, 
then to perform with readinefs and joy fome good 
and generous action, which ufed to feem fo hard, 
to which we were much averfe, and mult be urged 
to it by compulfion-! What a pleafure, when we 
perceive a conftantly increaflng degree of truth, 
order and harmony prevailing between our percep¬ 
tions, fentiments, inclinations and actions, that we 
are ever feldomer liable to errors and fins, feldomer 
deceived by fenfual appetites or agitated by irregu¬ 
lar paffions ; that our love of goodnefs is always 
improving in ftrength and activity; that we are 
conftantly advancing towards chriftian liberty and 
perfection, and thereby to a nearer refemblance 
and greater capacity of communion with our leader 
and lord Jefus Chrift, and even with God himfelf! 
To conquer ourfelf and the world ; to know that 
we are palled from bondage into freedom, and 
to enjoy this freedom conftantly more intire; to 
feel new life, new ftrength within; to be proceeding 
on the way of wifdotn and virtue; to be conftantly 
advancing nearer to the prize of our high calling, 
— what intrinfic, what pure delights muft this pro¬ 
cure the man who has a confeious fenfe of his own 
inherent dignity and is ftriving at perfection! And 

n 3 how 
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how much more value mu ft thefe pleafures have in 
his eyes, than all fuch as honours, riches, outward 
profperity or the gratification of fenfe could pro¬ 
cure him ! 

We enjoy fifthly intelledual pleafure, when we 
engage in profitable and inftrudive converfation 
with others ; when we reciprocally impart our per¬ 
ceptions, our obfervations, our doubts, our ex¬ 
periences to each other; confirm one another in 
our good ehriftian difpofitions ; mutually confult one 
another on our lrsoft furious concerns and profpeds 
in the prcfent and in the future' world; and this in 
the fpirit of love, in the language of confidence, 
from the abundance of our heart. There one 
thought begets aijd unfolds another ; one fentiment 
excites and corroborates another; one heart warms 
and elates another. One helps another forward on 
the road of knowledge, of wifdom, of virtue and of 
happinefs. Each partakes of the light, of the 
warmth, of the life, of the abilities of the reft. And 
what is more blefled than in this manner to give 
and to receive, and thereby to unite more clofely 
with the wile and good! How far muft not this 
noble intelledual pleafure which can never be ex- 
haufted and never become infipid, which can never 
draw after it either vexation or remorfe, how far 
muft it excel every other lefs intelledual kind of 
focial pleafure! 

A fixth,iburce of intelledual pleafure, not lefs 
exuberant and ftill more fo than the former, is a 

general. 
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general, hearty benevolence towards all mankind. 
How agreeably mull it employ the mind of the man, 
of the chriftian! What mild and blifsful fenfations 
mull it excite and fupport! He fees his brethren and 
fillers in all the human race, creatures and children 
of his heavenly Father ; partners in his immortality 
and th£ felicities of the eternal kingdom. How 
pleafant then muft their countenances be to him ! 
How much beauty, goodnefs, lovelinefs, muft he be¬ 
hold in them, which is forever invifible to the eyes 
of the envious, the malicious, the thoughtlefs man ! 
How great an intered, how agreeable and delightful 
an interefl does he take in their fortunes, their 
merits, their fuccefles, and their progrefs on the path 
of perfection ! How cordially does he rejoice in it 
all! How bleffed in them and with them ; while all 
is indifferent to the unfeeling man, who finds no¬ 
thing in it for his thoughts or his fenfations! 

And when he can a£t confidently with his bene¬ 
volence, can actually do good to his brethren, when 
he can ferve and affid them, can comfort and re¬ 
lieve them, affuage their mifery, advance their hap- 
pinefs ; when he can in general lead a ufeful life and 
difpenfe beneficence diffufively around him; how 
happy is he then! What pleafures dream into his 
heart, and what dill richer, never-failing fources of 
pleafure has he to hope for in futurity, in the pro- 
ipect of all the good confequences of his beneficent 
deeds! 

Ladly, the nobled, the mod. exalted kind of in¬ 
is 4 intellectual 
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tellectual pleafure, is undoubtedly the pleafure of 
devotion. Reprefent to yourfelves, my dear friends, 
that at leaf! you may acquire fome conceptions of 
this pleafure, reprefent to yourfelves a man who 
raifes himfelf in the utmoft intenfity of his mind to 
God ; whofe foul is entirely abforbcd in the fenti- 
znent of deity, who apprehends the prefence^of God 
with greater vivacity than ordinary, moil clearly" 
difeerns his power, his wifdom, his goodnefs on all 
fides wherever he turns his eyes and his thoughts, 
feels that in this God he lives and moves and has 
his being, that this God is his creator, his preferver, 
his father^ his benefactor and will be fo for ever ; 
that through him he fubfifts and thinks and a£ts 
and is happy; a man who rejoices in his God and 
his clofe and intimate connexion with him; ex¬ 
periences the fuperlative, continually efficient bene¬ 
volence of this God towards him; recollects all the 
bounties he has received from him, and experts in 
full affurance ftill larger fupplies of bounty from 
him : a man that profirates himfelf in fentiments 
of veneration and love, before the Omniprefent and 
Allbountiful, addrefies him as the being from whom, 
through whom, and to whom are all things ; lofes 
himfelf in the contemplation of his majefty and 
glory ; acquiefces entirely in his will, in perfect con¬ 
fidence furrenders to him the guidance and difpofal 
of his life, lays all his thoughts, his fentiments, his 
deflres, his wants, his cares, his hopes, without 
hefitation or referve before him ; and from the ful- 

nefs 
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nefs of divine power and love imbibes and enjoys 
whatever has a tendency to ftrengthen and confole 
and improve and blefs him: a man who con¬ 
ceives of this God as he has revealed himfclf to 
us in Jefus, and by him apprehends the entire fe¬ 
licity of his near connexion and affinity with the 
only-begotten- of the Father, with the faviour and 
deliverer of mankind, the entire felicity of being a 
redeemed of the Lord, a member of his fpiritual 
body, a chriflian, and of thus having fellowship 
with the Father and with his fon Jefus : a man, 
who, in thefe bleflfed moments of fuch inward ap- 
prehenfions of the deity, unites himfelf with all 
his brethren upon earth in the prefence of their 
common father; who embraces them all, like him, 
with benevolence and love, who ft rives to bring 
them all with himfelf nearer to him, to render 
them more well-pleafing in his fight and more fuf- 
ceptible of his grace and goodnefs: a man, in Ihort, 
who entirely lofes fight of all that is terreftrial and 
tranfitory, already tranfports himfelf in fpirit into 
his future better ftate, joins the fociety of juft men 
made perfect, foars to the blilsful abodes of fuperior 
intelligences, already taftes fomething of their purer 
felicity, and enjoys by anticipation the pleafures he 
is hereafter to receive : reprefent to yourfelves, I 
fay, fuch a man, fuch a chriftian, and tell .me who. 
ther fuch exercifes of devotion do not render him 
happy in a high degree; whether the pleafure, the 
fetisfattion, the joy they procure him, mult not be 

the 
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the greateft, the mofl exalted, the moft covetable 
of all the pleafures whereof he is fufceptible. 

Behold then, my dear friends, fo many abun¬ 
dant fouFces of intellectual plcafure that ftand open 
to you! You may all draw water out of thefe 
wells of falvation — draw joy and felicity from 
them! — Intelleftual pleafures are • not referred 
exclufively for the fcholar or the divine. No, 
they are acceflible to you all! None are deficient 
in the capacities and means for the enjoyment of 
them; none can negleft them without manifellly 
injuring his happinefs. But indeed they arc not 
alike copious, equally lively, equally agreeable and 
fatisfaCtory to all. Indeed they muft be almoft 
wholly unknown and foreign to you, unlefs you 
exercife your intellectual powers, unlefs yeu ele¬ 
vate them abbve fenfible things, unlefs you accuf- 
tom yourfelves to reflect upon what you fee, what 
you hear, what you do, and what you experience; 
if you ftudioufly avoid retirement and filence, the 
parent of the generality, the pureft of intellectual 
pleafures; or if you regard knowledge and wifdom 
and virtue with an eye of indifference! 

Avoid thefe errors, my piouS hearers, as you 
would have a right apprehenfion of fpiritual plea- 
fbres, and enjoy them when apprehended, and be 
happy in their enjoyment. Exercife yourfelves in 
whatever may procure you fuch pleafures, though 
at firft it fhould feern inconvenient or difagreeable 
to you. As there are various kinds of fenfual piea- 

, fures 
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fures of which we cannot partake, unlefs we have 
ftudied and been trained to them; fo likewife mull 
our capacities be drawn forth and trained to in¬ 
tellectual pleafures, our tafte mull be formed to 
them, we mull know them, mull ufe the proper 
means to acquire them, mull ftudy to enjoy, and 
to enjoy them more completely. 

This do, my pious hearers, learn to reflect, to 
think with confcioufnefs and confideration, think 
on what you have already thought of, again and 
again, till it be clear and perfpicuous to your 
mind, and truly important to your heart. Study 
to read, to hear, to apprehend, to obfervc, with 
attention, reflection, and intereft; learn to colled 
your thoughts from difperfion; frequently call 
them off from outward objeds, and fix them on 
yourfelf, on your prefent condition and your future 
appointment; learn particularly to converfe with 
God, in all fituations to think of him and to look 
towards him, to rejoice in his exiftence, his pre¬ 
fence and his bounties. Learn to pray, and there¬ 
by to have communion with him. Do this, though 
never fo imperfedly at firft, in never fo fhort, 
fo abrupt and irkfome a way, as may reafonably 
be expeded from your infirmity and want of prac¬ 
tice. But do it frequently; fet apart for it certain 
hours and feafons; return to it again; let not the 
firft difficulties deter you ; require not to reap be¬ 
fore you have Town. The oftener, the more fedu. 
loufly you do this, the eafier and the more cheer¬ 
fully 
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fully will you do it, the more pleafure will it pro- 
cure you, the higher relifh will you find in this 
kind of pleafure; and foon you will not be able 
to do without it, — you will prefer it infinitely be¬ 
yond all others. 

I mean not to fay, my pious hearers, thatr you 
mull relinquifh all fenfual pleafures, that you fhould 
feek and enjoy only fuch as are merely intelle&ual. 
No, you may enjoy them both: but thefe are 
much purer, nobler, more lading than the others; 
thefe are able to render you far more excellent and 
happy than they can do; thefe mud be of infi¬ 
nitely greater value to you, if you would be what 
you are defigned to be and to become as men and 
as chrifiians. 

And herein, my chridian friends, you may and 
fliould take for your pattern Jefus, our great cap¬ 
tain and leader on the path of wifdom and felicity. 
He enjoyed alfo fenfual pleafures; fat down to 
feads y affociated with men of various kinds; ate 
and drank, as he fays hipifelf, like other folks, 
without didinguifhing himfelf from them by any 
particular auderity. But fpirit.ua! *pleafures had 
infinitely the preference with hipi. To accomplifh 
the will of him that fent him, and to be ufeful to 
his brethren, was his food, his pleafanted, his 
darling occupation. The* pleafure of doing good 
he preferred to all the accommodations of life, to 
fleep, to red, to every other pleafure. He pad 
whole nights in exercifes of devotion anil prayer; 

not 



THE VALUE Or INTELLECTUAL PLEASURES. l8o 

* 

not from conftraint, not bccaufe it was his duty, 
but bccaufe it was his delight, the true life of his 
foul. Ho took an intereft in all that happened 
around him; but always fo that his mind was em¬ 
ployed in reflecting upon it, and fceking to apply 
it by fome means or other to the inftruction and 
advantage of fuch as were prefent. God, futurity, 
his million from the Father, his return to him, his 
grand, beneficent work on earth, were ever before 
his eyes and ever in his heart. Love to God, his 
heavenly Father, and love to man, directing and 
blefling him at every flop, were the foul of all his 
fentiments and actions, the fcurce of his fublimclt 
joy. Endeavour to refemjble him in this, all you 
who are driving for Christian perfection and happi- 
nefs! Confider yourfelves not only a? fenfual but 
alfo as fpiritual beings; not merely as mortal, but 
alfo .as immortal men ; not merely as ft gangers and 
pilgrims on the earth, but likewife as denizens of 
heaven ; as fuch, look not merely at things vifible 
and tranfitory, but likewife and {till paore at the 
unfeen and eternal; ftrive to anfwer your appoint¬ 
ment in all its extent,' and fo enjoy every real 
fatisfa&ion, every kind of felicity which God hg$ 
prepared*for you, both in this and in the future 
world. 



SERMON X. 


The Value of Devotion. 


^JOD, father cf all fpirits, thou life and joy of all 
thinking rational beings in heaven and on 
earth; how precious to us is the thought of thee ! 
How it elevates our mind! How it enlarges our 
heart! What a radiance it pours upon all thy 
works and ways, upon all our fortunes, upon our 
prefent and future deftinies ! Yes, when we me¬ 
ditate on thee, we do what man alone of all the 
creatures of the earth can do N and what all fuperior 
intelligences eftcem with us their higheft honour, 
* their pureft plcafure ! When we folemnly approach 
thee and feel thy mqre immediate prefence, forrow 
and trouble and anxious cares take their flight 
and evacuate our breafts; then are we in the pre¬ 
fence of our kind and gracious patent, and feel our- 
iblves furrounded entirely with the effects of eternal 
love! When we have communion with thee, no 
want, no danger, no diftrefs alarms tisj we can 
find all things with thee and draw from thy full- 

nefs 
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ncfs light and power and felicity. How happy 
then are we, that we know thee, and can raife our- 
felves to thee and have communion with thee! 
And how much happier Ihould we be, were we 
enabled duly to prize the value of this privilege, 
and to ufe it in its whole extent; if we kept our- 
felves continually nigh thee, fought and found thee 
everywhere, and conftantly walked in the light 
of thy countenance ! Do thou thyfelf, o primaeval 
fource of boundlefs love, fuftain and ftrengthen 
out- fpirits in driving to afcend to thee; draw 
thou thyfelf our hearts entirely to thee; grant 
us ever better to underftand our blefled con¬ 
nection with thee, ever more intimately to feel it 
and ever to think and aft more confidently with 
it! In the furtherance of this defign blefs tha 
confiderations that are now to employ us. Teach 
us fo to recognize and apprehend the dignity 
and the bleffednefs of devotion, that we may 
learn to revere and love it and become progref- 
fively more capable of enjoying its delights. For 
this we pray thee in the name of our lord Jefus 
Chrift, and as his votaries fum up our petitions in 
his words: Our father, &c. 
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EPHES. V. 1 8 . 


Be filled with the ffirit. 


jQF.VOTION, my chriflian auditors, that nob left 
of all intelle&uH piaafures, is fubjeft to the" 
animadversion, not only of confcffedly wicked men, 
but at times likewife of better difpofed perfons, as 
prortiifing more than it performs, as being more 
cried up than its merits deferve. .The principles 
however on which thefe judgments are founded are 
very different. The former, tfjfe bad, the vicious 
man has no fentiment, no feeling for refined in- 
telledual pleafuresj God and religion and filent 
meditaripp upon them, are'mever of any impor¬ 
tance to him; often perhaps beedine irkfome or 
frightful to him: accordingly he rejects every 
thing that he hears faid and reported of the joys 
of this nature, as the effects of ‘‘fancy and feif-dc- 
»ceit. — T$ie latter, the better difpofed man, does 
not proceed fo far. The cxertifes of religion are 
not indifferent to him. He has furmifes, prefen- 
timents in their ffa^tflr, 1 * that they may be very 
ufeful and agreeable. *TJe has even attended thefe 
exercifes not always entirely without pleafure. But 
prejudice, want of experience, imperfect exami¬ 
nation of the fubjeft, prevent him from taking 
them for what they really are,, from enjoying what 
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others pretend to enjoy in them ; and the fufpicion 
of their being lefs important, and lefs productive, is 
continually increafing upon him.-1 have fre¬ 

quently, fays he to himfelf, I have frequently heard 
talk of the value, the excellency and the utility of 
devotion. Devotion, it is faid, diffufes a refplen- 
dent light into the mind of man ; warms his heart 
with the nobleft fentiraents, with the moil delight¬ 
ful fensations of the love of God and of the human 
race; is his bell comforter in all the cares and 
troubles of life ; procures him the pureft, the fub- 
limeft fatisfaftions; and conveys him continually 
nearer to the deity. I will believe it, fays the erro¬ 
neous or the feeble chriftian, fince people fay fo, 
whofe tellimony is of great weight with me. But 
my experience, I mull confefs, is not in correfpon- 
dence with it. I pray; I read too; I attend the 
church fervice; and I do all this with attention, 
and in the view of becoming better and happier. 
But the alacrity, the pleafure, the joy, which others 
boaft, I feel nothing of. On the contrary, the 
performance of thefe duties is frequently burden- 
fome to me, I am often forced to do violence to 
niyfelf, if I would avoid diffraction on fuch occa- 
fions; and, after thefe exercifes, I commonly find 
myfelf neither fetter, nor more compofed, nor* 
more fatisfied than I was before. Let a ftrong 
temptation to fin, prefent itfelf, I yield as direEtly. 
to it; if any misfortune occurs, it as quickly over- 
fets me; if I fuller any confiderable lofs, I can 
vol. 1. o fcarcely 
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fcarcely fupport it; am I to make any facrifice to 
virtue, to forego all thoughts of revenge, or to do 
good to my enemy; I am as deficient in power 
and inclination to it; if I fall into danger, I no 
more know what part to take, or whom to trull. 
Where then is the mighty advantage, the great 
bleffing of devotion ? Is it not all perhaps fana- 

ticifin and fancy ?-No, that it is not, my 

chriltian brother, my chriltian filler! It is truth 
and reafon; it is really and truly what fuch as un- 
derltand and revere it, give out that it is. The 
deficiency of thy experience cannot prove the con¬ 
trary. It only proves, that thy devotion is not 
what it might and wh'at it ought to be. 

Everything that pafles for devotion is not truly 
fuch. No term perhaps is more lavilhed, mifap- 
plied, and prophaned than this. One while it is 
made to fignify outward, folemn rites and cere¬ 
monies; at another, the mterely being prefent at 
the public worlhip; fometimes a cold reading or 
^repetition of certain forms of prayer; fometimes 
every reflection, however erroneous, on God or 
religion, is honoured with this venerable name. — 
But all this is not devotion; at moll is only fome- 
thing like devotion, pr fomething that may excite 
us to devotion. — It cannot therefore have the 
vakK produce the advantages, nor afford the joys 
|rt»fch devotion confers upon us. — No, this is not 
pat tiie words of the apoftle in our text imply, 
tfee^Hiijg filled with the fpirit. The fignification 

of 
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of this is of a much larger extent. It means a 
heart thoroughly imbued with the do&rines of 
religion and chriftianity, and having a perfect con¬ 
fidence in them. To fettle your notions on this 
head, my pious hearers, to warn you againft thofe 
mifconceptions of it, and to give you fome fug- 
geftions to worthy and profitable devotion, is the 
defign, of my difcourfe to-day. To this end I (hall 
do two things: firft, point out to you what devo¬ 
tion is, wherein its value confifts, what benefit it 
procures to mankind; and then, what is required 
of a man, what he muft do, wherein he muft exer- 
cife hitnfelf, of what he muft beware, for reaping 
this benefit from it; and in particular for enjoying 
the pure pleafure we are promifed from devotion, 
and for conftantly heightening that enjoyment. 

Devotion is not fo much a duty, as a privilege 
and the reward of duty. It is not to be com¬ 
manded ; not to be extorted; ,all men are not 
capable of it; all cannot enjoy it in the fame man¬ 
ner, and to the fame degree. It is the property 
rather of the confirmed and trained than of the 
«veak and unfettled chriftian. It befpeaks an en¬ 
lightened mind, a good, welUregulated heart, an 
innocent conduct, free from all intentional tranf- 
greffions and iniquities, a certain practice and apti¬ 
tude in reflecting on fpiritual fubjefls, a confirmed 
tafte for thefe matters and thefe reflections; in 
fhort, a certain difpofidon for retirement,' and far 
felf-inveftigation. When the nan, the chriftian, 
02 in 



196 THE VALUE pF DEVOTION. 

in pofleflion of thefe qualities, collects his thoughts 
together, retires to folitude, and there turns his 
mind on God and facred objects, ihe attention he 
bellows on them is, devotion. Thefe objects are 
to hint of extreme importance ; his heart takes the 
greateffi, the (Irongeft filtered. in them ; there arife 
in him fentiments of reverence, of love, of grati¬ 
tude towards God, of confidence in him, of, entire 
refignation to his will, fentiments of joy, of hope, 
of affiance, of afpirations after purer and more ex¬ 
alted virtue and happinefs, after a clofer commu¬ 
nion with the deity, a more intimate union with 
Jefus, as the delegate of God and the head of the 
chriltian fold; and then he enjoys the benefit of 
devotion, the advantages and the pleafures (he pro¬ 
cures her friends and confidents. And how great 
are thefe advantages! how diverlified thefe benefits 
and thtefe pleafures! 

Nothing elevates and fortifies the fpirit of a man 
more than devotion. When the devout man lifts 
up himfelf to God, in adoration of his grandeur 
and glory, he exalts himfelf to the father of fpirits, 
to the eternal fource of light, of power, of truth, o£ 
heauty, of perfection} has a confcious fenfe of his 
connexion, his intimate, indHToluble, his bleffed 
connection with this firlt and greatell and bed of 
beings} he fees and confiders all around him as 
the wortc of his hands, as the objects of his provi¬ 
dence and complacency; fees and confiders himfelf 
as his ^feature, as his rational fubjeCt, as his emi- 

.nently 
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ncntly favoured child, as a veflel of his loving- 
kindnefs and mercy, as an inftrument of his all* 
quickening fpirit, his ever-operating power; and 
when he thus approaches his Creator and Father, 
and has fuch a communion with him, how much 
more juftly, generoufly, nobly does he learn to 
think, to judge, to feel! How flrikingly does he 
perceive the wretchednefs of all human grandeur! 
How far does he foar above the thoufands of little 
terreftrial concerns, fo many infignificant objects of 
the envy, - the jealoufy, the difeord of mankind! 
How many more and much loftier things does he 
comprehend with the moft intimate participation, 
with complacency and love! And what ftrength 
moft this impart to his mind 1 How infinitely rouil 
it enlarge his vifible horizon and the range of his 
comprehenfion, how much the fenfibiiity of his 
heart! What a much nobler, more heavenly, more 
godlike frame of mind, inuft,it give him! 

For thefe reafons, nothing advances a man fur¬ 
ther in virtue than devotion. It makes him better 
acquainted with God, the original of all that is 
beautiful and good and venerable and amiable; it 
renders him more intimate with Jefus, the vifible 
image of his father, the' fum and fubftance of all 
human perfection; difeovers to him on all fides 
greater difplays of truth and order and benignity in 
every part of the immenfe kingdom of God,- in all 
the methods of providence and the adminiftration 
of the Moft High; caufes him to apprehend the 
o 3 . dignity , 
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dignity of his nature and .the grandeur of his ap¬ 
pointment ; kindles, inflames his avidity to be and 
to become entirely what he may and ihould be and 
become; tranfporta* him beyond the borders of 
death and the grave, and there gives him a glimpfe 
of the glorious confequences of his endeavours, to 
think and to zGt aright and to do the will of his 
God: and muft not this, my pious hearers, make 
virtue ever dearer to him, the practice of it con- 
ftantly eafier, every facrifice that it may require of 
him continually more agreeable ? Will this ever 
fuffer him to ilacken his zeal in acquiring a nearer 
and brighter refembiance to Chrift, in the imitation 
of God, his heavenly father, apd in fitting himfelf 
for that future life in which his faculties will be 
improved and his virtues exalted ? 

Nothing at the fame time is a furer refuge to the 
good man from the troubles and vexations of life 
than devotion. In the folemn hour of devotion, 
he fees everything in quite another light, in com- 
bir.ations jotally different. Then many evils. ceafe 
to be evils in his fight, and are transformed into 
benefits. Many a gloomy period of his life then 
brightens up, and that which appeared to him 
an infidious and mazy way, becomes ftraight and 
fecure. lie then learns to underftand all the 
events that befall him, though not in their entire 
correfpondence, yet he fees and nnderftands that 
they have a correfpondence, and that the wifefl and 
befl. Then he draws-near with filial boldnefs to 

his 
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his father in heaven, opens hts heart before him, 
carts all his cares upon him, acquiefces entirely in 
the will of him, who conftantly wiHs and does the 
beft. In his prefence he fears no evil; under his 
protedion he apprehends no danger his gracious 
and paternal countenance has nothing terrible and 
revengeful in it to him even when he ftumbles and 
falls; he fees in it, as well as in the impreffion of 
it, the countenance of Jefus, nothing but comipi- 
feration and grace; nay, when he fixes a Heady 
look on him, even death lays by its terrors; how 
can it tear him from the arms, from the heart of 
his Father, whofe tendemefs he fo intimately feels, 
and whofe love is as eternal as himfelf ? 

Nothing in*(hort yields purer and fublimer joys 
to the good man than devotion. When, my dear 
friends, when fhould a man more rejoice in his ex- 
iftence, when give freer fcope to his joy, than when 
he thinks moft fervently on his intimate conne&ion 
with his Creator and Father, and apprehends moft 
intimately his prefence with him? When has he 
more caufe to triumph in his life, and to be fafisfied 
with his lot, than when he is jfenfible to'the dignity 
and happinefs of -a creatu^ formed after the, image 
of God, of a chriftian called to a bleffed immortali¬ 
ty; than when the iovefieft profpefts in a better 
world lie expanded before him; when he is anima¬ 
ted by the infallible hope of being more clofely 
united with Jefus and of always approaching nearer 
to God; utfien he feels what perfe&ion he is capa- 

o 4 ble 
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ble of, and what felicities await him ? And what 
pleafurcs can be more defirable or more refined than 
th'efe, which I may enjoy in the mofb lonely foli- 
tude, and in the mofbadverfe circumftances $ which 
I may even tlten enjoy when I am abandoned of all 
that is without me, of all that furrounds me, when 
every creature refufes me its comfort, its help, its 
fupport, when I am cncompaffed by darknefs and 
the lhadow of death ? And all this 1 may promife 
myfelf from the plcafures of devotion. On this the 
good man may fecurcly rely. It will never refufe 
him its fupport and affiltance.' In this afylum his 
fafety dwells. This fancluary (lands always open to 
him, and never will he flee to it in vain. So great, 
piy pious hearers, is the value, fo nfenifold the ad¬ 
vantages of devotion! 

Are ye ambitious now to enjoy thefe benefits, 
thefe advantages, thefe pleafures of devotion, my 
dear friends, it is by no means indifferent in what 
manner you proceed. We may facilitate this bufi- 
nefs; and we may likewife embarrafs it. Herein 
our own experience will be the bed inftructor. 
We may however preferve you from many miftakes 
and deviations; we may afford you a few helps; 
we may call your attention to the befl method of 
treating the matter. And to this end, I fhould 
hope, the following admonitions and rules will be 
of fome fervice to you. 

The devotion which is calculated to procure us 
pleafure and elation, muft in the fii# place be 

founded 
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founded on a right apprehenfion, on juft concep¬ 
tions of God. If thou art weak and unhappy 
enough, o man, to conceive of God as a fullen be¬ 
ing, abltracted from the world ..and his creatures, 
who has once given them certain faculties, pre- 
fcribed them certain laws, affigned them a particu¬ 
lar place in the territory of his immenfe dominion, 
and then Hands in no farther connettion with them, 
has no influence over them, and takes no concern 
about them; — or, if thou conceive of God only as 
the Almighty, high above all as Creator and Mo¬ 
narch, before whom all worlds and all mankind are 
nothing, and whofe power no creature is able to re¬ 
fill ; — or, if thou conceive of him as a fevere, in¬ 
exorable, implacable being, who holds every fin to 
be an infinite affront to his majefty, which can 
never be repaired, never remitted, never forgiven, 
which he mull necelfarily puijilh, and is continually 
prompt to punilh; as a being that requires more of 
us than we are able to perform, who has conlign- 
ed the greatell part of his rational offspring to ever- 
lifting perdition, and in whofe dominion more evil 
than good, more mifery than happinefs prevails; if 
thou form thefe and the like conceptions of God : 
certainly thy exercifes of devotion can have no 
pleafure, no joy, for thee. The fentimcnt of God 
mull be a terror to thee, and the more deeply* it is 
, imprinted on thy foul, the longer thou lhalt dwell 
upon it, the more difquietude and anxiety mull af- 
fail thee. Thou wilt tremble befor? God as thy 

fovereign 
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fovereign and judge, thou wilt feel his authority 
over thee and thy dependence on him; but thou 
canft not exult in them. — — Wouldft thou do fo, 
thou mail form more juft, more honourable con¬ 
ceptions of this adorable being. Thou muft be ac¬ 
quainted with God as thy Father; revere him as 
effential love, as him who intends the welfare of all 
his creatures, who has defigned them all for happi- 
nefs, who governs them with lenity and forbear¬ 
ance ; who is not only righteous towards them, but 
long-fuffering, gracious, merciful, and leads all, 
though by various ways, to the perfection whereof 
they are capable. Thou muft know and revere 
him, as he has difeovered himfelf to us by Jefus, as 
a God who requires of us not a fervile dread but a 
filial affeftion, who grants us all freer accefs to hint, 
receives and bleffes all, treats us as children and 
not like bondfmen, and forgives us our fins, and 
will remember them no more, fo foon as we repent 
and forfake them; as a God, whom we cannot 
better and more worthily honour than by entirely 
relying on him, by placing our whole truft and 
confidence in him, and by expecting of him only 
good, and always what is beft. Only then, o 
chriftian, when thou haft thus learnt to think of 
God; and makeft thyfelf converfant with thefe 
ideas, only then will they foothe and exhilarate thy 
foul; then will the elevation of thy heart to God, 
the exercifes of devotion be a comfort and a happi- 
I»efs to thee! 


Would, 
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Would we farther enjoy frequently and in a 
fuperior degree the profit and pleafure of devotion, 
religion and piety mull be the condant companions 
and guides of our life; they mull animate us at all 
times, in all places, in all our occupations and in 
all our plcafures; never totally ceafe from a cling 
upon us. The pious man keeps the Lord alway be¬ 
fore him. The apprehenfion of God is never 
foreign to him, never abfent from him; he has fo 
thoroughly interwoven it with the whole texture of 
his mind, and in fuch various ways that everything 
reminds him of it, everything refers him to it, fo 
that this fentiment flieds a living light around him, 
where perfons with whom it is lefs habitual and im¬ 
portant, perceive not the lead incitement to it; 
where they would even deem it a folly to be occu¬ 
pied in it. This fentiment thus uniformly attends 
him in {he moments of facred filence and of earned 
elevation of his heart to-God, amidd the tumult of 
fociety, in the affairs of his calling, ever teaching 
him to enjoy focial pleafures with more cheerfulnefs 
and innocency, and to anfwer more faithfully.the 
obligations of aftive life. Thus often does he feel 
the intimate prefence of his God, comprehend the 
language of his wifdom and goodnefs in every plant, 
in every tree, in every animal, in every region, in 
the vernal morn, in the fummer’s day, in the cool 
fequeftered bower, on the bank of the placid-dream, 
in the awful gloom of the fored; and there to the 
God whom he has not feen, but has intenfely 
thought of and fenfibly felt, ereds altars, monu¬ 
ments 
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jments in his heart, which on a thoufand fimilar oc- 
cafions, excite in him fimilar ideas and fenfations. 
Thus he fees and hears as it were his Maker, in the 
rufhing of the torrent, in the howling of the winds, 
in the murmurs of the breeze, in the gathering of 
the ftortny clouds, in the flafh of the vivid lightning, 
ana the majeflic peals of thunder, in the mild re- 
frefhing fhower, arid in the more copious falls of 
rain ! He fees and hears him with {'till greater ener¬ 
gy in mankind, his image, when he difeovers truth 
and goodnefs and benevolence and beneficence and 
generous fentiments and cordial love in the fea¬ 
tures, in the looks, in the difeourfes, in the actions 
of his brethren. — And thus never is God far from 
him. He feeks and he finds him, and rejoices in 
him, be he where he may, bulled how he will, 
alone or in company, furrounded by animate or in¬ 
animate creatures. He is and lives and moves in 
God. And, when he collects his fcattered thoughts, 
and dir.e£ts his whole attention to him whom his 
foul loves and whofe favour is its life, and can do 
this,without interruption from external objects, how 
bleffed to him mult thefe hours, thefe moments be! 
How much more will thefe fentiments expand and 
warm his heart! What a loftier flight will they 
give to hi$ fpirit, what livelier fenfations to his heart! 
How much nearer mult they bring him to the pri¬ 
mordial fource of light and blifs! 

Wouldft thou therefore learn to underftand and 
enjoy the pleafures of devotion, my chriftian bro¬ 
ther, who complained of tjie want of them; make 

the 
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ihe apprehenfion of God more familiar to thee. 
Ropcll it not when it prefents itfelf to thy mind; 
it can confiit with all thy other thoughts, fenfations, 
occupations, pleafures, if they be but lawful and 
innocent. Solace thyfelf much rather in thefe 
ideas ; noufiih and fupport them as often as thou 
canft nourifli and fupport them; imprint them deep¬ 
ly on thine heart, when thou canft but in fome fort 
enjoy them as they pafs. — Do fo likewife with 
" everything that relates jo religion, with every doc¬ 
trine, every command, every promife, every ex¬ 
ample of chriltianity. Do fo particularly with the 
thoughts on Jefus, our leader and deliverer, the 
fnnilitude and the vicegerent of God, our lord and 
king. Let his image, the image of his wifdom, his 
fublime, his bright and lively devotion, his generous 
philanthropy, his beneficent temper and conduct, 
frequently glide before thine eyes, be often con¬ 
templative and as it were vifible to thee. Make 
thyfelf conftantly more and more copverfant with 
thefe thoughts and fenfations; bind them ftill clofer 
and clofer with all that thou thinkeft and feeleft be- 
fides,with whatever is in any way important to thee. 
Thus, when thou propofeft any peculiar exercife of 
devotion, it will be no extraneous tranfaclion to thee; 
thou wilt not be going into unknown regions, but 
entering thy own inheritance; perfevere in that 
which at firft thou canft only endure for an inftant, 
and enjoy in a greater degree, in completer free¬ 
dom, that pleafure which daily fweetens to thee io 

many 
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many though perhaps but tranfient moments of 
thy life. 

Would you thirdly, my pious hearers, enjoy the 
profit anckthe pleafure of devotion, and not be de¬ 
ceived in your expectations from it, require not to 
enjoy them always in the fame meafure or degree. 
By fo doing, you would endeavour after what is im- 
poffible, what is contrary to the nature of man and 
of devotion itfelf, and thus your hopes would often 
fail you. Our ideas, even, of the moil important" 
objects, cannot always poffefs the fame degree of 
perfpicuity; our emotions cannot at all times have 
the fame degree of vivacity and force. Light and 
warmth have their variations, their alternate, fomc- 
timcs regular vicillitudes in the moral as well as in 
the natural world, and in each individual, as in hu¬ 
man fociety at large. So when we turn our 
thoughts on God and religion, confequently on the 
moft momentous and moft exalted objects, how 
.much depends on our temperament at that particu¬ 
lar time, on our outward circumftances, on the af¬ 
fairs we have been tranfafting, on the perfons we 
have feen and conyerfed with, on the books we have 
read, or are then employed in reading! How dif¬ 
ferent are even the doctrines of religion which we 
make the fubjeft of our meditations or our exer- 
cifes of devotion! How various the fides on which 
|J»ey may be feen, and how different therefore the 
hjipreffions they mult make upon us! All of them 
jjumot affed us alike ; all of them cannot charm us 
Sjefctafy, alf of them cannot call forth the tears of 

grief. 
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grief, of tendemefs, or of joy. One while our un- 
derflanding is molt employed; at another, our 
heart; and fometimes both at once and in a higher 
degree. Now, the fenfe of our tranfgreflions and 
failings bows us down to the abyfs, pervades us with 
ihame and remorfe: at another time, we as fincere- 
ly confefs and abhor and condemn them, but with¬ 
out the fame painful fenfation. Now, the thoughts 
of God, of his majefty and greatnefs, fo fully pof. 
fefs us, make all the correfpondent conceptions and 
emotions at once fo predominant and adfive, fet all 
that is connected with them in our whole fyftem of 
thought and fentiment in fuch agitation, that we are 
totally abforbed in wonder and adoration: at an¬ 
other time our eyes admit fewer rays of the divine 
effulgence, we confider them with more compofure, 
can diftinguilh them with greater facility and pre- 
cifion ; and this, though not with tranfporting, yet 
with pure and real joy. One while- we are more 
difpofed to reflect on the dodtrines of religion with a 
fedate and quiet mind, to rectify our conceptions 
of them, to penetrate deeper into their principles 
and combinations, and then it is not ufual for ve¬ 
hement emotions to arife: at another, we make a 
more immediate ufe of thefe dodtrines, apply them 
diredtly to our pacification, to our comfort, to our 
encouragement, confider and treat them fo, as if 
they were promulgated merely for us, and were only 
to be applied to the prefent event, tafte and enjoy 
therefore their fweetnefs and efficacy the more, and 
1 are 
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are warmed and cheered by livelier fenfations.- - 

But arc not the one fort as profitable and as needful 
as the other? Can we ever, reprefent to ourfelves 
clearly and diflin£tly what is true and good and 
proper, ever approve it with confideration or with 
feeling : can we ever think on God and his prefence 
with a quiet mind, or feel it more intimately, with¬ 
out being the batter, the more tranquil, the happier 
for it ? Or does pleafure ceafe to deferve that name 
becaufe it does not arife to extafy ? Are ferenity 
and peace not agreeable and defirablc, bccaufe they 
do not break out into riotous mirth ? — And if our 
exercifes of devotion are at times unfruitful, and 
neither our mind nor our heart are ftrongly and ex¬ 
traordinarily interefted in them, will they not then 
• and always be good and profitable to us, for the re¬ 
newal of certain important, falutary ideas, princi¬ 
ples, refolutions, and for thus rendering, them lefs 
liable to efcape our apprehenfion. 

If this occafionally happen to you, c!Indians, ye 
who are honefl and fincere, who would fain glow 
with the fervour of devotion, would fain enjoy the 
fublimeft pleafures of it, or have actually enjoyed 
them at other times: afflict not yourfelvcs at this 
cafual defect; impUtc it not to a criminal obduracy 
of your heart; let it not render you dejected and 
dimiayed. The very difquietude it caufcs you, the 
unealincfs you difeover about it, are evident proofs 
that this kind of infenfibility, or of lefs acute fenfi- 
bility ? is not a confequeace of your faulty behaviour, 

but 
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hut the effedt of extrinfic accidental cuufes, or of 
the infirmity and limited powers of our nature. 
Expeft therefore no more of devotion than it pro- 
miles. It promifes you profit, pleafure, joy ; but not 
always the mod manifefi immediate profit, not al¬ 
ways the moft lively pleasure, not always a tranf- 
porting joy. As various as are the natural difpofi- 
tions, capacities and faculties, the conftitution and 
temper, the outward circnmfiances of the devout ; 
fo different likewife are, not the effentials of devo¬ 
tion, but the force and degree of its effects upon 
them. 

This leads me to a fourth confideration, which is 
neither lefs true nor of lefs importance. It is this j 
variation, relaxation, freedom, contribute much to 
the advancement of devotion. We mud not flavifh- 
iy bind ourfelves to any preferibed rules; not be 
fcrupulous followers of any pattern ; not impofe on 
ourfelves any unneceffary laws ; not require that the 
fentiments and fenfations Ihould follow each other 
in a certain predetermined order; not with an in- 
tentional folicitude, or with a miftaken confcienti- 
oufnefs, determine to undertake and to do firft this 
and next that aft of devotion, and not leave it till 
we have reached our aim and completed our de- 
fign, or are forced to leave off by languor and fa¬ 
tigue. No, every human intellect has its own pro- 
cefs, its peculiar train of thought; no other human 
intellect can ferve it altogether for pattern and guide. 
And even the courfe our mind purfues of its own 

v°L. i. p election,- 
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election, is not always the fame. At one time it is 
more difpofed to one way, and then to another, of 
exerting its powers: now more inclined to reflec¬ 
tion and invcfligation, then rather to contemplation 
and Ample apprehenfion: now thefe, then thofe re¬ 
ligious doctrines, profpeds, concerns, hopes, .are of 
mofl importance: at one time it can more readily 
comprehend a greater number of objects at once, 
than at another: at one time can take a loftier 
flight above vifible things than it is able to do at 
another. 

The devout man has a fpacious field before him, 
no lef; delightful than fertile, in which are numer¬ 
ous pleafant walks that invite his Heps, various beau¬ 
ties that he may contemplate, exquifite fruits that 
he may enjoy. He cannot ufe, fcan, enjoy them 
all at once, nor all indiferiminately at every time. 
He now ftrikes into this, then into that delightful 
path} now views one beautiful profped, then an¬ 
other : now the enjoyment of one fort of well-fla¬ 
voured fruit refrelhes and ftrengthens him, at an¬ 
other time another. To fpeak without a figure : 
the devout man betakes himfelf to retirement. 
Here he may propofe various exercifes of religion. 
He may employ himfelf in reading, or in medita¬ 
tion, or alternately in both : he can dwell more on 
his paft condud or on his prefent condition : he 
can refign himfelf more to the admiration of the di¬ 
vine fufficiency, or to fentiments of the goodnefs 
and bounties of God; indulge more in adoration 

and 
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and praifc, or in thankfgiving; more in laying open 
his own defires and concerns with childlike frank- 
ncfs, or employ himfelf in affectionate interceffion 
for his brethren : can exalt himfelf more in fpirit to 
the invisible God, or acquaint himfelf with his fon 
and delegate Jefus, our lord and king: can apply 
more to cxercifes of repentance, or faith, or love. 
The devout man cannot perform them all at once. 
To do them all in regular fucceffion, in a certain 
appointed feries, is a fort of violence that militates 
both with the nature of man and the nature of devo¬ 
tion. He therefore does that to which his heart, or 
the fentiment of any particular want, or a particu¬ 
lar occafion, induces and impels him; he even 
quickly paffes from one to another; by no means 
endeavours to force any fentiment; but rather gives 
free fcope to his devout afpirations and thoughts ; 
and at all times enjoys that pleafure which folicits 
him, and in the manner in which it offers; and thus 
the pleafure of devotion ever retains its value, ac¬ 
quires new charms, multiplies to infinity and never 
allows enjoyment to turn into difguft. 

Chriftians, ye who are defirous of experiencing 
this, obferve the rules I have now delivered. Learn 
to form juft and worthy conceptions of God and 
your relations towards him; learn to know and to 
revere him as effential love; render thefe reflections 
familiar to your mind ; let them continually be pre- 
fent with you ; aflimilate them ever clofer and clofer 
with whatever you fee and hear, whatever you think 

p 2 and 
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and do, whatever you fuffer and enjoy ; — require 
not always the fuperlative degree of fpiritual plea- 
fure and of pious joy; affliCt not yourfelves at thofe 
imperfections and infirmities and limitations which 
you have in common with all, even the beft of men ; 
— lay no unneceffary reflraint upon yourfelves; in¬ 
troduce a greater variety into your exercifes of de¬ 
votion ; and avail yourfelves of every kind of chrif- 
tuua freedom : fo will devotion moft certainly be to 
you what it is to all its votaries and friends; the 
nobleft application of our fuperior faculties; the 
firmeft ground of a cheerful temper and a virtuous 
conduCt; the ftrength and fuftenance of our fpirit: 
the joy of our folitary and the comfort of our gloomy 
hours j the moft direCt and blefled means of having 
fellowfhip with God and with his fon Jefus ; the 
neareff way, the beft preparative, to higher perfec¬ 
tion i the fweeteft foretafte of our better and hap¬ 
pier life hereafter! This is the true chriftian devo¬ 
tion ; and fuch may it be to you and ever more effi¬ 
cient and complete from day to day 1 Amen. 



SERMON XI. 


The Value of Senfibiltty. 


creator of our mind and heart, eternal 
fount of being, of fenfation, of thought, how 
great the capacities and powers with which thou 
hail endowed our inind and our heart! What 
fources of knowledge and pleafure, of perfection 
and happinefs haft thou opened to us in both ! In 
what a profitable and blefted connecti on with the 
Vifible and the invifible <vorld placed us by both ! 
If thou impart ta us light for difcovering the truth 
and for difcriminating it from vain femblance and 
deceit; thou giveft us alfo life and vigour to appre¬ 
hend and to retain it and willingly to follow its dic¬ 
tates. If thou fhew us through our underftanding, 
the way we Ihould go for attaining the proper end 
of our being ; thou doft alfo warm and inflame our 
heart to enter on that way, and tc? purfue it to the 
mark. Thrice happy we, in being that for which thy 
wife benignity has made us ; that we are fenfible and 
thinking beings} that,.though related on one fide with 
r 3 the 
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the bea^g oj|the field, yet we have affinity with the 
angels, with thy fon and exprefs image Jefus Chrift ! 
Oh then might we fo regard and ufe the feveral ca¬ 
pacities and powers of our nature, as is agreeable 
to thy will and to their appointment, never neglect¬ 
ing or abufing the one to the detriment of the other; 
and by the befl ufe of them all, become as perfect 
and as happy as it is poflible for mankind to be ! 
Might then our mind and our heart be ever in 
unifon together and with the rules of truth and 
order, and both glorify thee, their creator and pre- 
ferver! Blefs then to the promotion of thefe views 
our reflexions on thofe leflons of wifdom that are 
now to be delivered to us! Strengthen our at¬ 
tention on them; enable us to feel their importance 
and their truth and to make them the guide of our 
judgments and the rule of our conduct. Incline 
us to look up to the complete pattern of thy be¬ 
loved fon, that we may arrive at fome faint refem- 
blance of the deity, by afpiring at -the perfection of 
humanity. Accept this humble ad of duty and 
obedience, which we offer in the moft holy name 
of Jefus our lord and faviour, concluding with filial 
confidence as his votaries in the words which he 
himfelf preferibed us: Our father. See. 
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2IJ 


GEN. xlv. 3 , 4 . 

.-\nd Jofeph faid unto Lis brethren, I am Jofeph. Doth my 
f.ithcryet live ? And his brethren could not anfvvcr him: 
for they were troubled at his prefence. And Jofeph faid 
unto his brethren, Come near to me, 1 pray you ; and 
they came near ; and he faid: I am Jofeph, your brother, 
whom ye fold into aEgypt. 


''J'HE teacher of religion, teachers, like all other 
fhould apply himfelf to the wants of his 
hearers and difciples. He fhould difeourfe to them 
in the language moll intelligible to them ; fhould 
reftify fuch of their opinions as ftand mofl: in need 
of it; and touch upon fuch faults as mofl: frequently 
and .mofl eafily gain the afcendancy over them. 
And when it happens that more is thought and fpo- 
ken of certain matters than ufual, and this in words 
or exprefliens, the flgnification whereof is yet fluc¬ 
tuating and unfettled, he ought not to let it efcape 
his attention,; nor exclude it from his difeourfes 
and leflons, whenever the fubje£t is of the moral 
kind, and has or may have an influence os the 
condu& and the happinefs of his hearers. Such, 
my devout audience, I take to be the cafe with fen- 
fibiiity } a fubje£t greatly talked of at prefent, and a 
word much oftener ufed than rightly underftood. 
And as this is a matter which may produce much 
p 4 good 
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good and much harm, occasion much happinefs and 
much mifery, methinks I need no farther apology 
for attempting to admonifh you on the fubjeCt, 
and to caution you againft the abufe of it. 

In this defign I have read to you a paffage from 
the hiftory of Jofeph, w herein his character is de¬ 
picted as fraught with fenfibility. The ftrongeft 
emotions of love, of tendernefs, of the nobleft ge- 
nerofity, fo poffefs and overwhelm his foul,’that he 
burfts into tears, on difcovering himfelf to his bre¬ 
thren. The vaft eminence and authority with w'hich 
he was inverted, as the deliverer of iEgypt and the 
viceroy of its king, could neither fupprefs nor abate 
in his foul the warmed emotions of filial and fra¬ 
ternal affeCtion, nor prevent the natural demonftra- 
tions of them. He felt in all its force the pure 
and innocent delight a man enjoys in the bofom 
of his family, the uncommon good fortune of find¬ 
ing loft friends, and the ftill greater fatisfaCtion 
of forgiving the injurious, of comforting the afflict¬ 
ed and of reviving the difconfolate; and preferred 
this pleafure and this fatisfaCtion, to all the fplen- 
dour and all the feftivity accompanying his prefent 
elevated condition. “ I am Jofeph, ydur brother. 
Doth my father yet live? Come,near to me.” 
And now, be not uneafy ; nor think me angry that 
ye fold me hither, for it is God's doing, and he doth 
all things welL I efteem myfelf happy, that I am 
able to preferve and provide for you and yours! —- 
Who can here fail of recognizing the language of 

the 
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the heart, the mod generous, the mod tender and 
fufceptible heart! 

But here we are not to flop. Our defign is to 
confider and illuftrate the fubject in all its latitude; 
as far as is practicable in a difeourfe of this nature. 
In this view we (hall have three quellions to dif- 
cufs. The firft is, What is lenfibility ? The fecond, 
What is true, generous, laudable fenfibility ? And 
the third. What is falfe and blameable fenfibility ? 

For acquiring a true notion of fenfibility, my 
pious hearers, we fhould take care not to con¬ 
found it with irritability *, or hold them abfolutely 
for one and the fame. When we are eafily affected 
either by the external objects which we fee and 
hear and apprehend ; or by the ideas we form of 
abfent, and vifible, intelle&ual objects ; or by the 
images which our fancy or inventive faculty holds 
up to us, of mere poflibilities or of aftual exiflences; 
when the agreeable or difagreeable itnpreflions 
which either of them make upon us fink deep, and 
eafily and fuddenly feize upon our whole fenfitive 

* I am well aware that the word irritaliluy pi incipally and 
almod exclusively is 11 fed of the chara&er of a man who is 
very eatily offended, quickly and deeply refenriug every nf ■ 
front by calling the real or fuppojcd aggreiibr to a fevere ac¬ 
count. I liere employ the term in a much linger lenfe, for 
denoting that feature of the human channel.r which is fre¬ 
quently confounded with foufibilicy, as coming neared to it, 
and yet is not real fenfibility. As we are in want of a word 
for marking this diftinftion, and knowing of no one more fui* 
table ; I was under the neceillty of ufing it in a rather unufual 
fignification. Indeed ii.t/eiUe and its derivatives ihouldleem 
as proper in the former cafe. 

‘faculty. 
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faculty, cafily and fuddenly move us to joy or to 
forrow, to weeping or to laughter, to love or to 
hatred, to zeal or to anger, to tranfports of delight, 
or to thcdeepcfl deje&ion ; we are then acutely fen- 
fitive: and, when this irritability is dignified and 
heightened ; when it chiefly difplays itfelf in regard 
to moral objects, to more refined beauties, and to 
fublimer pleafuivs ; whenever it fharpens our fen- 
timents of what is right and wrong, what is good 
and bad, becoming and unbecoming, generous and 
ungenerous; and makes us readily obferve and 
acute'y feel this difference in fuch things, perfons, 
atlions, occurences, wherein the generality of man¬ 
kind will not perceive and feel it, — then are we 
fenfible. A few antithetical exemplifications will 
fet this matter in a more perfpicuous light. The 
merely irritable man Is rather moved* by the fur- 
face and the exterior of the fubjeft; the man of 
fenfibility rather by its intrinfic qualities and real 
dignity : the former is particularly apt to be ftimu- 
lated to difpleafure and to anger j the other is 
more capable of all, and chiefly the gentler, nobler 
kinds of emotion; the former is rather agitated by 
ftrong violent imprefiions ; the latter rather foftened 
and pervaded by the milder and more gentle: the 
former is rather affetted by the grand, the extraor¬ 
dinary, the fir iking; the latter rather by the delicate, 
the noble, the unobferved and defpil'ed beautiful 
and good. The irritable man quickly takes fire at 
the injury he receives or is offered; the man of 

fenfibility 
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fenfibility is troubled likewife on account of the in¬ 
jury his enemy is doing to himfelf, and the dings he 
is preparing fooner or later for his own heart. 
The irritable man is more frequently moved to 
fympathy by the loud complaints and the copious 
tears of the unhappy; the man of fenfibility alfo 
takes part in all even the filent expreflions of pain, 
of uneafinels, of want which he obfems in any 
creature. The irritable man is fond rather of 
noify, tumultuous pleafures and amufements; the 
man of fenfibility feeks mod the charms of quiet, 
domeftic, gentle fatisfactions. The irritable man 
rejoices in the kind aft of the philanthropic and 
the patriot ; the man of fenfibility is likewife de¬ 
lighted in the tears that Hand in the eyes of the 
youth, when hearing of noble deeds, which he 
wilhes to have done himfelf. The irritable man. 
is full of feeling towards whatever has a vifible and 
proximate influence on the welfare of himfelf and 
his ; the man of fenfibility is alfo aff’edted by the re¬ 
moter and more latent confequences of things ; and 
nothing is, totally foreign to him, nothing indif¬ 
ferent, that relates to any living being capable of 
feeling and of happinefs. In fhort, fenfibility is 
enlarged, refined dignified irritability ; it is part¬ 
ly a higher degree, partly a peculiar direction or 
determination partly a nobler application and cx- 
pofition of it. 

• Now, if irritability be in itfelf a real and de- 
firable prerogative of man, then fenfibility muft be 


as 
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as much fo and more. But, as the former may 
be fometimes rightly employed, fometimes abufed, 
and therefore fometimes ufeful, at others hurt¬ 
ful, to mankind, fo likewife it fares with the latter. 
There is a genuine and a fpurious, a laudable and 
a culpable, an innocent and a dangerous fenfibi- 
lity. Let us fee wherein they both confift, and 
whereby they may be diferiminated from each 
ether. 

Our fenfibility is in the firft place of the right 
kind, it is generous and honourable, when direct¬ 
ed to the belt and worthieft objects. There are 
nndoubteuly certain objcCts that never can make 
too ftrong an impreffion on us, never too much 
affcCt us, in regard to which we can never too in- 
tenfely feel: and thefe are God, truth, innocence, 
virtue, human perfection and happinefs; all that 
is beautiful and great and good and honourable 
and amiable and endureth for ever. Therefore, 
if thou never think, o man, without profound 
reverence and filial.love, on God, thy creator and 
father ; if thou never confider his works without 

' t 

joyous afionilhment, a genial enlargement of thy 
heart, and admire the traces of his wifdom and 
goodnefs in the fsnaller as well as in the larger 
works of his creation; if never without tranfport 
thou lift up thine fcyes to his magnificent heavens, 
or behold the numberlefs beauties of the earth, 
which he has allotted thee for thy dwelling; if, 
never without inward delight, thou enjoy his bene- 

* factions 
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fadions and bleflings, or reflect on his bounties 
and bleflings; if, when thou feed thy fellow-crea¬ 
tures, thy brethren, and walkeft ‘and converfeft 
with them, thou art never devoid of real intereft: 
in them; if thou art never deifitute of inward 
fatisfadion when thou art the witnefs of a good and 
generous deed, or obferveft the vidory of truth 
Over error, and of virtue over vice; nor fecit the 
triumph of unrighteoufnefs and iniquity without 
indignation, nor tyranny of any kind without the 
livelieft difpleafure ; nor fuffering or corrupted in¬ 
nocence without deep concern; nor the ruin and 
miferv of thy fellow-creatures without adual for- 
row ; if thou never hear the voice of nature, of 
truth, of graceful fimplicity, without pleafure and 
delight, never the cry of the needy without hearty 
compaflion, never the fighs of the deflitute and 
afflided without pain and grief; in Ihort, if thou 
perform every ad of private and public worlhip 
with a truly tender and fenlible heart, pray with 
real fervour, apprehend the whole value and the 
whole dignity of thy connedion with God and with 
his fon Jefus Chrift, art thoroughly wanned and 
penetrated with love to thy faviour, and thy exer* 
cifes of devotion fill and biefs thee with feelings 
which thy heart is fcarcely able to contain: then is 
thy fenfibility direded to objeds and employed on 
objeds that are worthy of it. Then is it of the 
nobleft kind, then does it turn to thy higheft ad¬ 
vantage, and is the fource of perfedion and happi- 

nefe 
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ncfs to thyfelf and to others, for the prcfent and 
for the future world. 

Our fenfibility is farther of the proper fort; it is 
blamelefs, and a real prerogative of man, when 
under the guidance and controul of reafon. Sen¬ 
timent, and therefore likewife fenfibility, my pious 
hearers, cannot be a fafe guide to us on all occa- 
fions. It is apt to bias us too eafily and too vio¬ 
lently for or againlt a matter or a perfon; fre¬ 
quently foftens us too much where we ought to be 
firm and immoveable; it difpofes us too often, 
from lenity and favour, to be unjuft towards one 
perfon, and too fevere againft another; too often 
prepoflefies us from mere animal fympathy in behalf 
of the diftrdfed, and hardens us againft the pro- 
fperous. It judges too often with partiality ; abides 
too obftinately by the firft imprefiions made upon 
the heart; and allows itfelf too eafily to be cheated 
by the appearances of the beautiful and good, by 
engaging forms, by moving words and geftures. 
And how many are there who, regarding this 
otherwife refpeftable quality as a weaknefs, treat it 
accordingly, and are expert in taking advantage of 
it by a thoufand different means, and artfully con¬ 
trive to render it fubfervient to their dilhoneft pur- 
pofes! How neceffary is it therefore that it fliould 
be conftantly under the controul of reafon, that it 
fhould have a clear well-regulated underftanding 
for its guide, left we fhould be continually falling 
into error, left it fhould prove more hurtful than 

profitable 
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profitable to ourfelves anti to others ! How many 
perfons of lenfibility have brought mifery on 
their,Hives and others, or plunged themfeives into 
no fmall ftraights and difficulties, by not hearken¬ 
ing to the admonitions and remonilr.mccs of this 
prudent monitor, and by fcornfuily difcarding roa- 
fon as too cold, too tedious, too interfiled a com¬ 
panion and friend ! No, that fiiould be the regu¬ 
lator of our mind, the governour of our conduct; 
to this end the creator beftowed it upon us, and it 
is the true, the grand prerogative of man, as a 
rational creature. It is that which fhoukl teach us 
to diferiminate femblance from reality, to lacrilice 
even our beft propenfities to the performance of 
duty, to aft, not by fortuitous and tranfient fenfa- 
tions, but upon fixt and immutable principles, and 
to controul and govern ourfelves, though the con- 
flift coft never fo much trouble to our heart. 
Happy the man, who is thus taught of reafon ; 
with whom light and warmth are in due propor¬ 
tion, whofe underflanding is as unclouded as his 
heart is tender. 

In fhort, our fenfibility is of the proper call, it 
is innocent and refpeftablc, w'hen it properly in¬ 
cites us to good, to the beft and moft generous 
aftions. To feel, to feel acutely, and yet not to 
aft correfpondently with our feelings, in general be¬ 
trays great weaknefs and effeminacy. To be fenfi- 
ble to good, and yet nor. perform that good, when 
we can and ought, is inconftftency and hypocrify. 

To 
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To deem good fentiments an equivalent for good 
actions, is impofture and felf-deceit. Fev/ of our 
emotions, my pious hearers, are final ends ; the 
generality are and fhould be no more than means, 
inducements, incentives, to put us in motion, to 
facilitate the application and exertion of our facul¬ 
ties, and thus to afiifi: us in overcoming many con¬ 
comitant difficulties or dangers. What is the mod 
enraptured admiration of the beautiful and the 
good, unlefs it rouze u£ to the imitation of it ? 
What is the moll poignant compaffion, unlefs it ex¬ 
cite us to effectual and timely relief ? What is the 
Iivelieft difpleafure, the moll righteous zeal, unlel's 
it prompt us to the prevention of injuffice, to the 
defence of the oppreffed, to a refolute vindication 
of the caufc of truth, and infufe courage and 
ftrength into the heart of the innocent ? Of what 
ufc are fighs and tears and lamentations, if, when 
we ought to be a&ing and working, affifting others 
by counfel or deeds, they leave us irrefolute and 
motionlefs ? What is the moil paffionate and ten¬ 
der affedtion, unlefs it fhew itfelf by adtions ? No, 
if we would have our fenfibility of the proper 
kind, laudable and fuch as will encourage and em- 
bellifh virtue we muff never fo far fubmit to it, 
as to let it exhaufl ,our faculties, or depiive us of 
all power to adh No, it Ihould much rather im¬ 
pel us by an irrefiftible energy to all good and ge¬ 
nerous exploits; obviate all confiderations which 
(night detain us from them; fecure us from any 
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hurtful delay ; repel every objection on the part of 
indolence and eafe; fortify us againft all dread of 
difficulty and danger; and urge us to well-doing 
with as much zeal, as we have deeply felt the pro¬ 
priety of it: and the more active it renders us in 
thefe refpeds, the more refpedable and honourable 
it is. 

And this, my pious hearers, this is true, irre¬ 
proachable, virtuous lenfibility; which no man, 
who has a found apprehenfion, and whofe heart is 
not totally hardened, will venture to cenfure or to 
defpife; which every man, who knows the value 
of things, mull revere as a precious boon of the 
Aloft High, as a real prerogative of man. The 
cafe is quite otherwife with falfe fenfibility. We 
need only to examine it a little for difeovering it to 
be culpable and hurtful. 

Senfibility is in the firfl place falfe, is culpable, 
when it is not natural, but forced; when a man 
expreffes and pretends to feelings which he has 
not, or flrives to appear to have them in a far 
higher degree than he actually has: thus playing 
the part of a defponding, a perfectly inconfolable 
man, while he is no more than moderately troubled 
and grieved; or falfely pretending to enjoy celef- 
tial tranfports and rapturous delights, when he only 
enjoys an ordinary pleafure and a calm fatisfa&ion 
in any particular objed. Since our fenfations do 
not always depend upon ourfelves, are not always 
in our power; fince no man, in every inftant of his 
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life and in every temperament of his body, is alike 
fufceptible of the fame degree of irritability ; fincc 
neither mind nor body is always able to endure an 
equally flrong tenfion and concuflion: fo none 
need be afhamcd cither of a deficiency of thefe 
flrongcr fenfations, or of the cafual relaxation of 
them. Indeed he that is alvsAys iufenfible, always 
unfeeling, whom nothing can move, is in no 
defirable condition ; and is criminal, if he have 
brought himfllf into it by folly and vice. Bu! 
even the mod fenfiblc man is not always in a like 
mood ; even the greatell admirer of the works of 
nature has not his view always ftruck by them in 
the fame manner; even upon the tendered: heart, 
ideas of the diftrefs and mifery of a fellow-creature 
do not always make the fame impreffion. Who¬ 
ever but approves the true, the beautiful, the good, 
and does that which he reckons his duty, need 
never be under any uneafinefs though he fedately 
approve and perform it at times, without any re¬ 
markably ftrong emotion. Whereas he that re- 
folves to exhibit the fame fenfations in every event, 
and to feel in one circumftance in the fame manner 
and degree as in another, for the fake of being 
reputed a man of extraordinary fenfibility, among 
thole with whom he is intimately connected by a 
uniformity of fentiments and purfuits, mud fre¬ 
quently play the hypocrite, mud often lie, mull 
often fpeak and aft in an unnatural manner : and 
no kind of difiimulation and affeftatirm more eafily 
i betrays 
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betrays itfelf, none makes a more difagreeable im- 
preffion on thofe that fee it and hear it, than this. 
Emotions totally incongruous will frequently be 
exhibited at the fame' time; fometimes the aid 
of the mod prepofterous gefticulations and motions 
of the body will be called in; frequently all the 
energetical and mjpring expreflions of language 
will be heaped on one another without judgment 
or choice; and many performances of this nature 
end in the fneers and derifion of the fpeftators. 

Farther, fenfibility is falfe and culpable, when it 
is overftrained or excefiive ; when it is difpropor- 
tionate to the worth of the object; when it is more 
difplayed in trifles than in matters of importance. 
Many will hear the account of the demolition of a 
city by the fhccks of an earthquake, of a fleet 
dafhed to pieces upon rocks, of an army deftroyed 
by fire and fword, with all the indifferency ima¬ 
ginable, who can fhed tears over a comparatively 
infignificant creature of the claffes of plants or 
animals. On numbers, a whole life fpent in toil- 
fome, virtuous aftions, but performed in filence, 
without any rumour or oftentation, makes no im- 
preflion, who will fall into tranfports and extacy 
at an aft of humanity or beneficence, accidentally 
perhaps performed by another, but with great form¬ 
ality, and difplayed with much oftentation. Many 
are fcarcely moved, or even not at all, at indications 
of courage, fortitude of mind, refolution, invincible 
patience and firmnefs; while, at any afliduity that 
fhews tendernefs or love, even though it be not 
Q a perfectly 
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perfectly innocent, they find reafon to be moved 
beyond meafure. The man of fenfibility, in the 
beft and nobleit fenfe of the term, finds indeed 
matter for his fenfibility to work upon in a thou- 
fand events and fubjeds, where others would be 
abfolutely cold, which in their eyes would be infig- 
nificant trifles; and it is by ^ means deferving of 
reproach if a flower or a little infeft move him, if 
he obferve any expreffion of exultation or fuffering 
in fome fenfitive creature, that he be affected by it, 
if he take a fenfible intereff in it: but he does not 
therefore overlook great and important concern¬ 
ments, is not cold towards them, takes ftill more 
intereff in them, is ftill more ftrongly moved by 
them, never has recourfe to grimace, but con- 
ftantly preferves the dignity of a thinking, rational, 
felf-pofl'efling man; and this is a proof that his 
way of thinking and feeling is not infipid affecta¬ 
tion, but true, generous fenfibility. 

Senfibility is thirdly fpurious and blameable, when 
it is injurious or dangerous to ourfelves and others; 
hinders us in our pofitive duties, or renders the 
performance of them difagreeable and difficult; 
when it deprives us of the defire and the ability to 
do what is right and expedient. He that fuffers 
himfelf to be moved and overpowered at the ex- 
preffion of violent pain, at the fight of fufferings 
and mifery, fo as to be quite confufed, to lofe all 
power of reflection and prefence of mind, and to 
be incapable of attending to the means, and to the 
application of the means by which that pain may 

be 



THE VALUE OF SENSIBILITY. 229 

be eafed, thofe fufferings mitigated, that mifery re¬ 
moved or affuaged ; he that only weeps and laments, 
where he can and fhould relieve: his fenfibility is 
hurtful, is culpable; and, though it be never fo 
natural, is a difeafe of the foul, an infirmity of 
mind, which can never be honourable in a man, 
which he ought encourage, but fhould ftrive 

and guard againfl with all poflible care. 

Senfibility is again noxious and conlequentJy cri¬ 
minal, when it renders us, negligent in regard to 
others, and forgetful of the duties we owe them ; 
when it deprives us of the relifh for our ordinary 
affairs, diverts us from the profecution of them, or 
induces us to go about them with diflike and aver- 
fion. It is therefore hurtful, when a miftrefs of a 
family allows it to be an impediment to her in the 
careful management of her domeftic affairs, in the 
maintenance of regularity and order in the feveral 
departments of her ceconomy, in her diligent en¬ 
deavours to promote the welfare and fatisfa&ion of 
her family, in her attention to fmali things as well 
as to great; when fhe chufes rather to indulge her 
fenfibility in reading, or in converfing with ac¬ 
quaintances of the fame tender and delicate feel¬ 
ings, than addict herfelf to family and oeconomical 
affairs; or will only extend her influence and in- 
fpeftion in general over the whole, as if that could 
fubfift without its parts, and the greater without 
the lefs. 

Senfibility is pernicious and criminal; when the 
youth, when the man of bufmefs, is induced by it 

Q 3 to 
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to think the concerns of his trade or vocation un¬ 
worthy of him, and which perhaps are not very 
elegant and important in themfelves, or not highly 
entertaining, and thereu; on to dcfpife and neglect 
them, and to imagine that he degrades himfelf by 
paying attention to them, and by doing only fuch 
•things as thoufands of others^ lefs delicate fenti- 
ments and of a lels elevated mind, can perform as 
well as he. It is pernicious, when the difciple of 
wifdom, fedured by this propenfity of his heart, 
neglects the due cultivation of his underftanding 
and reafon, and rel ufes himfelf to ferious and dry 
ftudies, though of the utmolt importance for ac¬ 
quiring fuch knowledge and fuch fciences, as are 
indifpenfably needfary to his future profeflion or 
ftation in life. 

Senfibility is hurtful and criminal when it leads 
us to refrain from affociating with others, to deny 
them the duties of converfation, affability, friendly 
efteem and affection, becaul'e they are not endowed 
with fuch a nice fenfibility as ourfelves; nature 
having probably formed them of coarfer materials, 
or defigned them more for cool and temperate 
reflection, more for calm confideration, and dif- 
pofed them rather to action than to fentiment. 

Laftly, fenfibility is hurtful and dangerous, 
when, milled by its infpirations and impulfes, we 
dream of a world, and live and float in a world, 
which has hardly any thing in common with the 
a^fenal flute- of things, which exifts only in our 
imagination, or in certain poems and works of 

fancy j 
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fancy; when beguiled by fuch reprefentations and 
images, we look for perfection in others, and ex¬ 
pert matters from them, which are either nowhere, 
or very rarely, to be found ; and then trouble and 
afflict ourfelves at this natural defect, and keep 
aloof from them, as if we miffed fome effential 
qualities in them. Ijpw many has this prevented 
from making fuitable and advantageous connec¬ 
tions ; how many has it milled to pal’s their days in 
a Hate of celibacy! How many have thereby be¬ 
come bad hulbands, felfilh, morofe, querulous, 
untraCtable companions, downright mifanthropifts! 
No, the wife man fees, accepts, ufes the things of 
this world as they are, and looks for no angels 
among mankind, no paradife upon the earth, no 
virtue free from alloy among frail finful creatures, 
no perfection there, where it is not to be found. 

No, in all thefe inftances where we have pro¬ 
nounced fenfibility to be hurtful and criminal, we 
facrifice duty to pleafure; render ourfelves indifpofed 
and unfit for the perfonnance of our duty j per¬ 
form it negligently; difturb the harmony and 
welfare of fociety; counteract the defigns of God 
and our own nature, by which we are ordained, 
not only to feel, but alfo to think and ftill more to 
act; we enervate our tafte and our heart; weaken 
our faculties; become faftidious in the enjoyment 
of the beautiful and the good; feldom fatisfied with 
what is and what happens; and prepare for our- 
felves and others a thoufand fufferings and a tliou- 

q 4 land 
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fand woes, from which in the contrary cafe we 
fhould be totally exempt. 

Guard yourfelves, therefore, my dear friends, 
againft this falfe, extravagant, pernicious fenfibility. 
Suffer me to recommend to you in this refpect mo¬ 
deration and fe!f-commanJ. And, as you are chrif- 
tians, look likew ife here to Jdus, your leader and 
guide, the great pattern of all human perfedion. 
How fenfible was his heart; and how generous, 
how bufied, was his fenfibility; how fruitful in 
good works ! Whofe foul was ever fo thoroughly 
imbued with love towards God and man, with the 
love of truth and virtue, as his ; and what harmony 
in all, mind and heart, words and works! lie 
pitied the people, he compaffionated their ipirilual 
and corporeal wants ; but at the fame time he gave 
them effectual relief; he fed, he taught them. 
He wept, when he faw his friend Lazarus in the 
grave; but he awakened him from the dead. 11c 
felt and fuffered the fickncfs and pains of the 
wretched, and he healed them. He careffed the 
little children that were brought to him, and 
bleffed them. He viewed with affedion the young 
man who wanted to follow him, though his wifhes 
were not brought to effect. He Hied tears over 
Jerufalem, while it was watching his motions with 
a murderous intent. He implored pardon for his 
tormentors; and neglected himfelf whenever he 
had an opportunity of ferving and helping others. 
And what a lively concern does he take in the 
welfare of his relations in the moll calamitous 
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moment of his life! “Behold,” f.iid he from 
the crofs to his favourite difciple, “ behold thy 
“ mother!” And to Mary, “ Behold thy fon!” 
— But how active was his whole life hi all thefe 
rclpecls! IIow unremitted his ardour in right- 
eoufnefs and beneficence, in finilhing the work that 
was given him to ! How clear and unclouded 
his intellect ! IIow impartial his judgment! How 
intrepid his fortitude! How jutl and firm his 
principles! How great his indulgence to his dif- 
ciples and fcholars, who were fo much lefs fenfible 
than he, who at times were almofl totally infen- 
fible! How manly in fhort was his language and 
his whole behaviour! How far from affectation and 
artifice, from all oftentation! IIow fuited to his 
character, his vocation and to temporary circum- 
ftances! What noifelefs, tranquil dignity appeared 
in all he utrered, and in all he did! 

Oh imitate him likewife in this, all ye who have 
the happinefs and the honour to be his confcffors. 
Strive ever upwards to the perfection of your na¬ 
ture with all the faculties of your foul. Attend to 
your mind as well as to your heart; cultivate the 
one with no lefs care than the other; learn to think 
as juftly as you feel intenfely. Let reafon and fen- 
fibility go hand in hand with you along the path 
of life, let this be governed and directed by that, 
and that be encouraged and animated by this, that 
you may never want light, for avoiding all deviation 
and error, nor warmth and energy for purfuing 
isolate*y and indefatigably the right way. 



SERMON XII. 


The Value of Vifitti'. 


^OD, our creator and our father, thou half in- 
feribed thy law, the law of truth and order on 
our hearts, endowed us with an inward fenfe of what 
is right and convenient; thus intending to lead us 
to virtue, and by virtue to happinofs. Merciful 
Father ! of what perfection, of what joy, of what 
blifs haft thou made us fufceptible, by having called 
and ordained us to virtue, and having rendered it fo 
venerable to us, and by having given and ftill con¬ 
tinuing to give us the capacity of becoming, from 
fenfual, corrupted creatures, wife and virtuous men, 
and of ever becoming more completely fuch ! Oh 
that we were all what thou wouldft have us to be — 
that we all fought our greateft pre-eminence, our 
higheft dignity in virtue — fubmitted ourfelves en¬ 
tirely to her gentle fway, fullered ourfelves to be 
entirely a&uated and governed by her, and there¬ 
by ever brought ourfelves nearer to thee, the eternal 
fount of goodnefs and perfection! How blefied 
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fhould we then be even here, and how much more 
blcfled hereafter! and with what complacency couldft 
thou then look down upon us, thy children, and 
take thy pleafure in us ! Oh might then virtue pre- 
fen t herfelf to our mind in all her beauty, in all her 
irrefiflible attractions; caufe us thoroughly to feel 
her pre-eminence above all that we elfe efleem and 
revere, and fo take pofleflion of our whole heart, 
our mofl cordial attachment! Irradiate our minds 
with thy pure light, o God ! and quicken us with 
thy good fpirit, that we may judge rightly of 
the value of things and learn wifely to chufe be¬ 
tween them. To this end accompany with thy 
blefling the difeourfe that is now intended to con¬ 
duct: and encourage us thereto. Let not the preach¬ 
er recommend and extol virtue to us in vain, caufe 
him to feel her worth himfelf, and fo impart to us 
thofe feelings, that the number and the zeal of her 
votaries may be augmented among us. We im¬ 
plore it of thee as the devoted fervants of thy ion 
Jefus, and addrefs thee further in his name and 
words : Our father, &c. 
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PROV. Vlii. 1 I. 

Wifdom is belter tli.m rubies ; ami .ill the things that mar 
be defiled are not to lie compared to it. 


r JpO defpife virtue', and not to prize it enough, are 
two very dilferait things. The former is a 
fault, of which but few are guilty; the latter an er- 
ror which great numbers of perlons fall into. Vir¬ 
tue, my pious hearers, is of fo harmlefs, fo vene¬ 
rable, lb captivating an afpeft; Ihe leaves us fo lit¬ 
tle to fear, and allows us to hope for fo much from 
thofe with whom we perceive her, and by whom we 
fee her aft and operate; her fentiinents and her 
conduft are fo juft, fo harmonious, fo natural and 
fimple; her connection with our happinefs and with 
the welfare of the whole community, is in moft 
cafes, at leaft in many, fo apparent; fhe is fre¬ 
quently fo indifpenfably neceffary ; is conftantly fo 
beautiful; holds out fo much lenity and patience to 
the frail and feeble: that neither great fagacity, nor 
erudition, nor habitual refledion, nor a fuperior 
degree of perfonal excellence, are requifite for al¬ 
lowing her a certain value, for acknowledging her 
to be fomething good and refpedable, and for (hew¬ 
ing her more or lefs efteem. The wife and the ig¬ 
norant, the good and the bad, the virtuous and the 
vicious, the confiderate man and the volatile youth. 


are 
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arc all agreed in this general judgment on the value 
of virtue; and none will venture, unlefs he be un¬ 
der the deceitful influence of fome headlining paf- 
fion, plainly and in direCl terms to defpife her. 
Wherever confcience, wherever the lentiment of 
truth and goodnefs (fill remains in man, there vir¬ 
tue finds an advocate in the hearts of her enemies 
as well as of her friends, who dare not directly 
condemn her. 

But, certain as this is, my pious hearers, it is no 
iefs certain, that all men do not, that probuhlv only 
the leafl: part of mankind acknowledge the whole 
value of virtue, and fo highly prize, and fo in¬ 
wardly revere her, as fhe deferves. The reverence 
(hewn to virtue is with great numbers, rather pre- 
pofleflion, or obfeure l'enfation, than vital evident 
knowledge, real lentiment, or firm internal con¬ 
viction. They have a refpeCt perhaps for virtue in 
the abftract and in general; but not as it appears in 
every particular incident, and every particular per- 
fon. They may hold it indeed to be fomething 
good and delirable; but they feldom, upon mature 
confidcration and in a decided manner, give it the 
preference to all other good and defirable things. 
But feldom are we thoroughly perfuaded from fin- 
cere conviction, that we fhould not part with it on 
any account, that we can never purchafe it at too 
dear a rate, nor make too coftly facrifices to it; 
that with it we poffefs all things, and without it no¬ 
thing; that it is infinitely better to be poor and 

mean _ 
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mean and unlearned and defpifed, but virtuous, 
than to be rich and mighty and honoured and 
learned, but not virtuous. And yet all our preten¬ 
ces to real virtue are idle and bafelefs, fo long as we 
do not believe and confefs this truth, fo long as we 
do not prefer it before every other advantage of 
life, however eflimable and excellent. 

To fettle your judgment on this matter, my pious 
hearers, and to incrcafs your reverence for virtue, is 
the defign of my prefcnt difcourfe. In feveral fore¬ 
going difcourfes we have laid before you the value 
of riches, of honour, of fenfual pleafurc and of in¬ 
tellectual pleafures; pronounced them all, as they 
really are, to be aCtual goods, to be objects which 
in a certain degree deferve to be efteemed, admired, 
fought after and enjoyed ; to be things, which, ac¬ 
cording to the uie we make of them, tnay contri¬ 
bute more or lefs to our perfection and happinefs. 
Ufeful and valuable however as all thefe things un¬ 
questionably are, virtue is (till far preferable to them, 
as far as the end is to the means, and as a (lately 
edifice is preferable to the 1'cafFoldings and imple¬ 
ments neceffary to its conitruCtion. 

Wifdom, fays the wife king, in our text, “ Wif- 
dom is better than rubies, and all the things that 
may be defired are not to be compared to it.” 
Wifdom, my pious hearers, in this paflage is not 
Amply that which we otherwife call underllanding, 
knowledge, erudition, or profound fagacity. It is 
the proper ufe of the underllanding in all the affairs 

and 
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and tran factions of mankind; the right application 
of the knowledge and fagacity we poffefs, tcT the 
promoting of our felicity ; it is an intelligent con¬ 
duct in harmony with truth and order; in ffiort, it 
is, in fignification, exactly the fame as what in our 
language we cal! Virtue. This wifdom, this virtue, 
is more precious than rubies; ail that we can pof- 
fibly dcfire is not to be compared to it: that is, its 
value is fuperior to the value of all other things 
Which it is ufual for mankind moft paffionately to 
defire, and mod earneflly to purfue. And this is 
the fubject we intend now circumftantially to illuf- 
trate and prove. 

In this defign we have two queflions to anfwer. 
The firft, What is Virtue ? The fecond, Whence 
does it acquire its pre-eminent value ? 

Virtue, my pious hearers, does not confift in de¬ 
tached and Angle ads of goodnefs. Neither tem¬ 
perance, nor chaftity, nor juftice, nor beneficence, 
gives us the idea of what virtue is, and what it im¬ 
plies. Thefe are no more than the feveral ways in 
which it is difplayed, the effects of its operation. It 
is the foundation, the lource of thefe and all other 
good a&ions. That the eye fees without obftruc- 
tion, that the ear without difficulty hears, that every 
organ of fenfe receives the impreffion of external 
objeds, that every limb and member of the body 
perforins its functions with regularity and eafe, does 
not conftitute the effence of health: they are only 
the various effeds and indications of it. Health* 

confide 
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confifts in the juft and proper relations of all the 
parts, all the veffels and juices of our whole body 
to one another, and in the unabated freedom of 
action in the vital energy which pervades and pre- 
ferves and fets them all in motion. 

Virtue, in like manner, confifts not in particular 
good fentiments and difpofitions. That we find a 
plcafurc in beneficence; that we are prompt to re- 
fled on ferious fubjefts, on the doctrines of religion 
for inltance ; that we heartily love and arc apt to 
promote peace and concord ; that we are more dif- 
pofed to think well than ill of our fellow-creatures : 
thefe are all good difpofitions, in which the virtuous 
perfon cannot be deficient; but none of thefe dif¬ 
pofitions alone, nor even fevcral of them together, 
render us truly virtuous, or conftitute the diftinftive 
efience of real virtue. 

No, my pious hearers, virtue is an aggregate, an 
indivifible whole. It is not fo much aftion, as prin¬ 
ciple of aftion ; not fo much fentiment, as princi¬ 
ple of fentiment; it impels us to thofe good aftions, 
and infpires us with thefe good fentiments. Ani¬ 
mated and governed by it, we will and do what is 
good and all kinds of good ; will it with energy and 
decifion and praftife it heartily and firmly. It is in 
effeft the habitual frame of our mind, the direction 
and application of its faculties, caufing us conftant- 
ly to think, to be inclined, and to aft, in confor¬ 
mity to truth, to order, to the will of God. It con¬ 
fifts in a general, prevalent, effeftive inclination to 

whatever 
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whatever is true and right and expedient, fuitable to 
our nature and our relative fituations, and the na¬ 
ture and relations of other things, in the conftant 
rcadinefs to do or not to do, to fuller or to bear, to 
be and to have, or not to be and not to have, what 
God will have us to do or not to do, to bear or to 
fuffer, to be and to have, or not to be and not to 
have. It confifts in the truth of our reflections, 
our feelings, our defir. s, our words and works, 
in the harmony of all the parts of our inward and 
outward conduct among themfelves and with the law 
of God. It is therefore precifely what we commonly 
term the love and practice of goodnefs, a prompt and 
unlimited obedience towards God and his command¬ 
ments, or, in one word, integrity. It is the health 
and the true life of the foul, the ftate in which our 
mind is and does what it ought to be and to do, ac¬ 
cording to its proper defiination ; the energy which 
conftantly impels us to all that is fair and good and 
generous and ufeful, to whatever is agreeable to 
God and promotes the perfection and happinefs of 
man, — replenilhes us with good-will to all man¬ 
kind, and induces us to live and aft more for others 
than for ourfelves, and to employ whatever we are 
and have in the mod ufeful manner. 

Now fuch a virtue, we repeat it, is of more value 
than all the other goods, the value whereof we have 
hitherto been weighing and ascertaining in feveral 
difeourfes; of more value than riches, than honour, 
than fenfual pleafure,. more than all the advantages 
vol. 1. R and 
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and pleafures of the mind, in fo far as they are at 
variance with virtue, or independent thereon. The 
following remarks will fet this matter in its proper 
light, and render it evident. 

Firft, Virtue is abfolutely and without all limita¬ 
tion good, abfolutely and without all limitation or 
exception ufcful and defirable. This we cannot 
pronounce of any other good, though in itfelf and 
under certain conditions never fo eflimable. Riches 
may be a fnare to us, honours a burden, fenfual 
plcafure a fource of trouble and pain; they all may 
lead us into fin and vice and thereby plunge us into 
mifery. Even the endowments of the mind, know¬ 
ledge and fcicncc, wit and fagacity, and the fuperior 
pleafure they produce, may be mifapplied in a thou- 
fand ways, in a thoufand ways become hurtful and 
ruinous to ourfelves and others. Neither outward 
wealth nor internal energy of mind can fhield the 
unwife from folly, or the vicious from mifery. Vir¬ 
tue alone can never be mifapplied, can never be 
criminal: for we can never be too virtuous; never 
too faithful, too juft, or think and aft too well; 
never enjoy the pleafure of virtue too often and too 
conftantly, never negleft duties for the enjoyment 
of it. No' one virtue militates againft another; 
none is an impediment to the praftice of another; 
none leflens our affeftion or weakens our abilities 
for another. Properly, as I have already obferved, 
there is but one virtue, and that is, the predomi¬ 
nant unchangeable readinefs and aptitude to do that 

which 
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■which is lawful and right, and is the bed in every 
cafe, whatever is. in conformity with nature, with 
the will of God, with our relations towards him and 
other things j and wherever this readinefs and apti¬ 
tude is, there no oppofition, no inherent contradic¬ 
tion can find place, no duty to be obferved to the 
difadvantage or neglett of another, no kind of mo¬ 
ral good to be fought and pradtifed at the expenfe of 
another. 

The value of virtue is fecondly far more unchange¬ 
able than the value of all other goods and endow¬ 
ments. The value of riches is regulated by our 
wants and the wants of the fodety in which we live. 
We may fuppofe cafes, where they would be abfo- 
lutely ufelefs and become a mere burden to us. 
The value of honour changes according to the opi¬ 
nions, the ufages, the political infiitutions of man¬ 
kind ; it rifes and falls and becomes in itfdf more or 
lefs defirable, according as the outward tokens of 
general eftimation are more rare or more numerous, 
are diftnbuted with difcreet fele&ion, or indifcrimi- 
nately conferred: and out of focial life, in the fi- 
lence of retirement, they almoft ceafe to be advan¬ 
tages. The value of fenfual pleafure is not more 
fixed and and permanent: how much of it depends 
bn accidents, on derived and received opinions, and 
tacit confent: how much on the conftitution and 
frame of our body, the irritability of our nerves* 
the Hate of our health, our age and other circum- 
ftances! How various and how different the afpe&s 
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under which it appears and is agreeable in different 
times and different places i Mow often is it infipid, 
how often fuli’ome, how often does it ceafe from be¬ 
ing pleafure, and how frequently does it change into 
pain! Even the endowments of the mind, erudi¬ 
tion, feitnee, art, are obnoxious to numberlefs vi- 
ciflitudcs. Their value changes according to the 
prevailing tafle ; as this or the ether kind of fcience 
or mental abilities arc more or lefs elteemed, ad¬ 
mired, preferred. 

The value of virtue alone is always invariably the 
fame; at all times, among all nations, in all cir- 
cum fiances, amidft the manifold changes and chan¬ 
ces of life, alone immutable. Indeed not what we 
call particular virtues, which may be differently efti- 
niated in different times and in different places, may 
be now more now lefs in general efteem. But the 
habits of thought and aCtion, the temper, the cha¬ 
racter, the ftate of the rational mind, which we 
term virtue, and which alone deferves that name, is 
invariably the fame, always and everywhere retains 
its value. Truth, order, goodnefs, integrity, can 
never ceafe to be truth, order, goodnefs, integrity, 
though we live in this place or in that, are connect¬ 
ed with thefe or with other people, in folitude or in 
company, in profperity or in adverfity, in health or 
in ficknefs. Even after our terreftriai life, they are 
and remain exaCtly what they were while that lafted. 
Riches, honours, fenfual gratifications, are totally 
loft to us in death. We cannot even refeue all in- 
i tclleCtual 
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tcHcclual pleafures from deftrudtion. Who knows 
how much or how little of our knowledge, our fai¬ 
ence, or our art, therefore alfo of the pleafure at¬ 
tached to them and arifing from them, we 0*:ill be 
able to take with us into the other world ? All that 
we now reckon for fuch we certainly {hall not re¬ 
tain. — But nothing, my dear friends, nothing can 
impair our virtue; nothing diminifh its value. 
The regularity that once prevails in our mind, the 
good habits it has once acquired, its love to all that 
is true and good, its love to God and all mankind, 
remain with it after the death of the body, as cer¬ 
tainly as it retains them till that death arrive. They 
will have juft the fame value in the future ftate as 
they had here, — will be there juft as perfect, juft 
as blefled, and render the foul far more perfect and 
more blelTed, than they could do here. 

The value of virtue is thirdly much more univer- 
fal and more independent on ftation and relation 
than that of all other, and particularly of external 
goods; or, it is more generally ufeful than all others, 
and therefore poffcffes a greater worth than they. 
Riches would utterly ceafe to be riches, if all men 
lived in abundance. Honour would lofe much of 
its value, at leaft in the prefent ftate of things, if it 
gave us no precedence over others; if every man 
could make and authenticate the fame pretenfions 
to it. Many kinds of fenfual pleafure would be ex¬ 
tinct, if all men could partake in the enjoyment of 
them j many others would be far iefs prized and 
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fought after, if they were not in fome degree the 
propefty of particular claffes and conditions of men. 
Society in general could noffubfift, if the enjoyment 
of every, even innocent fenfual pleafure, and all the 
means and opportunities of it, were alike free to 
every man. Neither could human fociety fubfift, 
jf all the members of it purfue^ only mental plea- 
fures, if they were only to exercife themfelves in fci- 
entific attainments, or in agreeable and entertain¬ 
ing knowledge ; and a great proportion of the value 
of thefe things would prefently be reduced to no¬ 
thing, if every man pofieffed them, and every man 
in the fame degree. 

Quite otherwife is the cafe with virtue, my pious 
hearers. That is invariably the fame,* among all 
claffes and conditions of men. It comports with 
every rank, with every calling, with every way of 
life. It elevates every rank, dignifies every calling, 
alleviates every way of life. It adapts itfelf to both 
high and low, to rich and poor, to learned and un¬ 
learned, to every age, to both fexes, to all focieties. 

/ * 

It is profitable and honourable to all. It relaxes no 
band of focial life; but knits them all clofer toge¬ 
ther. No man lofes anything' by it, if another be 
virtuous likewife: but if all were virtuous, all would 
profit, infinitely profit thereby. Neither can virtue 
be too prevalent, top common, have too much, in¬ 
fluence on the temper and conduct of mankind. 
TJ>e more virtue, the lefs difcord and mifery: the 
more virtue, the more peace and happinefs! 

Virtue 
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Virtue has fourthly a pre-eminent value, by the 
excellent effe&s it produces in us; by the extraor¬ 
dinary good influence it has on» our perfe&ion and 
happinefs. It makes us much better, much more 
ufeful to our fellow-creatures, much fitter for a fu- 
perior life, much more godlike, thqn any other pri¬ 
vilege or endowment that we poflefs. 

Virtue renders us much better. Riches, honour, 
fenfual and intelle&ual pleafures, may ameliorate 
our outward condition, procure us agreeable fenfa- 
tions; may furnilh us with incitements, means, 
opportunity for acquiring found knowledge, for 
the practice of good works, and for promoting 
our moral improvement. Virtue is that which is 
performed by all thefe means, the end and aim to 
which they all conduce; it brings this improve¬ 
ment to efledt, and makes us actually as perfect as 
our nature allows. Or, what is perfection but the 
harmony and full confent of all the parts to one ulti¬ 
mate end and aim, the bed ftate to which anything 
is capable of being brought ? And is that not vir¬ 
tue ? 4 Does not the faireft order and harmony pre¬ 
vail in the foul of the virtuous man ? Are not all 
his inclinations and abilities dire&ed to what is true 
and good ? Is he not continually purfuing the 
felf-fame objeft ? Has' he not the fame invariable 
view in all he thinks and wills and does ? 

Virtue further makes us far more generally ufe¬ 
ful than the pofleflion of all other endowments and 
privileges. Riches, honour, fcience and know- 
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ledge, are certainly means of diverfified benefi¬ 
cence; means of becoming ufeful to*our fellow- 
creatures in an eminent degree. But unlcfs virtue 
accompany and guide us in the application of thefe 
means, we {hall comparatively perform but little 
lay them; we {hall be often weary of employing 
them to that end ; {hall frequently do harm by 
them inftead of good. It is virtue alone that 
teaches us rightly to ufe all thefe advantages, to 
employ them in the belt and nobleft manner. 
Riches, honour, art and fcioncc, are commonly 
prejudicial without virtue ; are very often the food 
and implements of the molt deftructive paflions. 
• But virtue without riches, without honour, with¬ 
out art and fcience, is {till always ufeful; {till per¬ 
forms much good, and nought but good. How 
many acts of kindnefs may even the pooreft, 
the meaneft, the moft illiterate but virtuous 
man, perform according to the- extent of the 
fphere in which he moves, by advice, by deed, by 
confolation, by example 1 And how much more 
extenfively, how much more powerfully, may he 
operate, if he be adorned by thofe diftinctions, and 
{till retain his virtue ! 

Virtue likewife renders us more happy than all 
elfe can. do. Riches and honour certainly procure 
us advantage; fenfual and mental pleafures afford 
us agreeable fenfations. *But neither the one nor 
the other can we enjoy (o frequently, and but fel- 
dpm in fo high a degree, as we could defire. Both 

th<; 
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the one and the other may become ufelefs and 
prejudicial to us in a greater or lefs degree ; may 
turn more to our difquiet than to our fatisfadlion. 
Virtue alone can never become burdenfome, never 
be ufelefs, never unprofitable, to us. It bleffes us 
at all times; folaces, comforts, gladdens us at 
all times, gives us always the befl counfel; leads 
us always the fureft way; brings us always nearer 
to our mark. Wherever truth and order are, 
there are ferehity and content; where pure and 
generous love prevails, there happinefs has fixt her 
throne. The man who feels and maintains his 
inherent dignity, can be abridged of externals, with¬ 
out becoming unhappy : the man whofe will is in 
perfedf fubordination to the will of God, has and 
can do what he will, fince he wills and does no¬ 
thing but what God calls him to will and to do ! 

For the very fame reafon, my pious hearers, 
virtue renders us much fitter for a better, a fupe- 
rior life, than all other poffeffions; nay, it is that 
alone which can fit us for it. It paffes for as much 
in heaven as it does upon earth, and much more. 
There we can as little difpenfe with it as here : it 
is there the dignity and the life of our fpirit, as 
well as here. Nay, there it is all in all; the com¬ 
plete equivalent for all the "external privileges and 
endowments we lofe by death, the foundation 
‘of all greater, nobler activity, of. all fuperior 
honour and power, the point of union with the 
inhabitants of the better world, ft is that which 

all 
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all the wife and good fubje&s of God, in the whole 
extent of-his immenfe domain, have in common 
with each other ; what indiffolubly binds them toge¬ 
ther, and brings them ever nearer to him, their 
creator and father. 

Yes, virtue aftimilates us with God far more 
than all other privileges and attainments. What 
we call riches, my dear friends, is poverty with 
God. Our exaltation and power is the weaknefs 
and imbecility of an infant in his eyes. Our very 
knowledge and erudition is, for the moft part, 
error and darknefs in his pure light. By fuch 
attainments we can acquire no refemblance to him, 
or only in an infinitely remote degree, never pro¬ 
perly become affimilated with him. But to will 
what God wills; to love truth and order, as God 
loves them; to wilh well and to do good to all 
mankind, as God is benevolent and beneficent; to 
feek and find our fatisfaflion in the bell employ¬ 
ment of our faculties and the moft ufeful courfe of 
a&ion, as God finds his therein: thus, my dear 
friends,' thus we are ever approaching nearer to 
God — very near — are continually becoming 
more like him, and ever fitter for nearer fellow- 
fliip with him. And it is virtue that exalts us to 
this, and virtue alone. - 

Who then, can ftill entertain a doubt, that of all 
advantages it is the greateft, the moft exalted, of 
all goods the. belt and moft defirable, — that it is 
9f aipre value than riches and honour, than ma* 
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jelly and’power, than all fenfual voluptuoufnefs, 
than knowledge and fcience — more than tran¬ 
sient, fuddenly riling and quickly evaporating de¬ 
votion — more than health and life; virtue, which 
is the health of the, mind and the life of the 
fpirit ? 

Virtue, fair daughter of heaven, the bell mif- 
trefs of our fouls, is of more account with God, 
her father, than all befides. It is the faireft linea¬ 
ment of his image in. man ; the foie means whereby 
he can pleafe him; the only endowment which 
by his meffengers he has honoured with his exprefs 
and fovereign approbation; the ftandard by which 
he will hereafter difpenfe his glorious rewards. 
Without it he rejefts the moll coftly offerings and 
oblations, the molt folemn rites, the moff rigorous 
excrcifes. With it he favourably accepts every 
holy delire of the heart, every fincere inclination, 
every honeft endeavour. — It was virtue that exalt¬ 
ed an Abraham to the dignity of his peculiar friend: 
it wasihe that affixed the mark of adoption by God 
on all 'the wife and good of every age and clime. 
It was Ihe that diilinguilhed Jefus with the ftamp of 
the only-begotten and beloved of the Father, as thq 
fuperlative exemplar of all human perfe&ioh, qua¬ 
lified him for the clofeft and mod intimate com¬ 
munion with God, his father, and exalted him to 
be lord over all! 

And canft • thou refufe her thy efteem, thy 
yeverence, o man, o chriftian, who haft yet any 
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fenriment of what is venerable and excellent ? No, 
beware of Aiding this fenfe of truth ill thy heart! 
Efteem and revere virtue more than whatever clfe 
lays claim to thy efteem an reverence. In ho¬ 
nouring virtue, thou honoured God. Efteem and 
revere her then wherever thou find her, under 
whatever afped, in whatever garb file appears, in 
what language foever Ihe fpeaks to thee, by what 
adions foever fhe makes herfelf known ! Do juf- 
tice to her, not only in general, but in every par¬ 
ticular perfon whom flic animates and governs. 
Virtue, in the grofs, is no more than an abftrad: 
idea, an image of the mind: ’ fhe adually exifts 
only in particular beings. In thefe we fhculd 
efteem and revere her. He that defpifes any poor 
and rntan but virtuous man, defgifes virtue her¬ 
felf ; and if thou defpife virtue, o man! thou def- 
pifeft all that is beautiful, that is great, that is ve¬ 
nerable ; thou defpifeft God, the primordial fount 
pf all perfedion. 

But doft thou efteem her as fhe deferves ? Oh 

# 

then hefitate not a moment on what thou haft to 
do, which thou haft to chufe, when thou art to 

determine between her and riches, between her and 

0 

the honour of men, between her and fenfual or in- 
telledual blifs. Rather fuffer the privation of them 
all, than forfake or injure her. Doft thou ftill 
refufe to facrifice all that militates with her dif- 
pbfitfon and inclinations; doft thou ftill make 
amsjjpus efforts to lofe nothing on either hand; 

does 
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does even' trifling lots, thou differed for her fake, 
flill give thee pain ? Oh then fay not that thou 
art virtuous ! 

No, wilt thou be fo ? Be fo without referve. 
Think not to put afunder what God and the nature 
of things have joined in clofe indiffoluble bands. 
Here it may be faid with propriety. All or nothing! 
Here no compromife can be made! — So long as 
thou endeavoured: to compare and to conned: vir¬ 
tue with vice — the two mod contradictory and 
incompatible things in nature — with one another, 
thou art doubly wretched. Thou enjoyed not the 
felicity of virtue, and only in part even the fleeting 
and tranfient pleafures of vice, not with a tranquil 
mind, not without fecret anguifh and reproach. 
Wouldd thou be happy and continue happy, and 
be ever improving thy happinefs ; oh then decide 
totally and firmly and irrevocably for Virtue ! Let 
her inform and animate thy foul, convert thee as 
it were into a new creature, let her accomjjjiny and 
guide thee at all times and in all places; be the 
moving fpirit of thy whole behaviour! Then wilt 
thou perceive and experience how great, how un- 
fpealcably great, her value is ; what dignity and 
drength fhe‘ imparts toman, what peace and feli¬ 
city (he procures him; and then fadt thou Be 
elated in the pofieffion of her for ever and ever! 



SERMON XIII. 


The Pre-eminent Value of Chrijlian Virtue. 


^OD, who art the creator and father of us and 
of all mankind, how eminently haft thou fa¬ 
voured us, thy children, by having called us to 
chriffianity! Though thou haft left none of thy ra¬ 
tional creatures entirely deftitute of all means and 
incitements to become wife and good and happy, 
leading them all gradually to the perfection of which 
they are capable : yet haft thou granted us the beft 
means, the molt powerful incentives by pointing 
out to us the direfteft, the fureft, the neareft road 
to perfection. By thy fon Jefus thou ’haft plainly 
and authentically difeovered to us thy will; in him 
given us the beft, the trueft guide and precurfor on 
the path of virtue, the molt exalted pattern for our 
imitation; by him opened to us the fiireft the molt 
glorious profpefts in a better world, in a fuperior, 
an everhfting life 1 Yes, thou haft amply offered to 
us 41, and doft amply ftill offer to us all that we 
W&k for life and godlinefs, all that can render us 

virtuous 
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virtuous and godly in a fuperior degree. Praife be 
to thee, kind, liberal, merciful parent! Oh might 
thy goodnefs infpire us with pure gratitude and 
joy ! Oh could we all think of it without fhame 
and confufion ! Oh were we all fo wife, fo good, 
fo devout, as chriftians might and ought to be! 
But perhaps only few of us are fo! Perhaps chrif- 
tian virtue and chriftian happinefs are too rare and 
ftrange even among chriftians! Ah do thou, gra¬ 
cious Father, have pity upon us! Let us no long¬ 
er merely bear the name of chriftians, but really be 
and conftantly more completely become fo. Let 
the empire of thy fon Jefus, our lord and king, be 
enlarged and eftablifhed by the farther and farther 
revelation of the divine efficacy of his do&rine 
among us. To that end, let us now fo convincingly 
recognize and apprehend the true nature of chrif¬ 
tian virtu# and the excellency of it, that we may 
fincerely revere it, be cordially enamoured of it, and 
entirely ruled and governed by it. This unfpeak- 
able bleffing we alk of thee as votaries and adhe¬ 
rents of Jefus, addreffing thee, further, in firm re¬ 
liance on his promifes, as. Our father, &c, 
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2 PETER 1 . 3. 

According as his divine power hath given unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godlincfs, through the knowledge 
of him that hath called us to glory and virtue. 


Y'IRTue, my pious hearers, has, and ever re¬ 
tains a certain value, be it as defe&ive and im¬ 
perfect as it may, by whomfoever it is practifed and 
exhibited, and in whatever manner. Truth is and 
continues forever truth : order is and continues for¬ 


ever order. And whoever deadily purfues a courfe 
of thought and action confident with the relations 
in which be dandsto God and all that is without 


him, thinks and acts confidently with the truth and 
the order of things ; and this at all times and in all 
places, mud be right and expedient. Ev'en though 
the principles on which we perform what is right 
and expedient, and the views wherein we do fo, may 
abate and obfeure the value of thefe actions, the 
value of virtue ; yet even this cannot wholly ex¬ 
punge it. The gold that is not yet purified from 
drofs, does not on that account ceafe to be gold. 
We fhould therefore be afraid of incurring the guilt 
of a criminal infult upon virtue, were we to pro¬ 
nounce, with fome antient chridian teachers, all the 
virtues of the heathens, or fuch as were not chrif- 


tians, to he fplendid fins. Many of their famous ex- 
m *y well have been fo; as at prefent fo many 


feemingly 
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feemingly good — very good — actions of chrif- 
tians are in reality nothing lefs than good. But we 
are not on that account to condemn them all, and 
declare all the truly great, noble, public-fpirited ac¬ 
tions they performed, to be merely the refult of 
mean felf-intereft and the bafeft paffions. No man 
is altogether infenfible to truth, or totally incapable 
of thinking and afting in conformity to it; and who¬ 
ever can do fo, can be and aft alfo more or lefs 
virtuoufly. The ftronger and more prevalent this 
apprehenfion is, the more univerfal and aftive will 
virtue be. Is that not exclufively the peculiar pro¬ 
perty of any nation, of any man, fo neither can this. 

But it is with chriftian virtue as with a hundred 
other matters. Mankind are prone to extol fome 
one thing of undoubted excellence, and then to think 
they cannot do better than to vilify not only what is 
at variance, but likewife whatever has molt refem- 
blance and moll affinity, with it, what comes the 
neareft to it, in fuch a manner as to allow it no va¬ 
lue at all. So one virtue is often extolled at the 
expenfe of another; and fo in particular is chriftian 
virtue at the expenfe of the nonchriftian. But 
may not then two things be good or excellent, and 
yet one be better and more excellent than the other ? 
Leave therefore the nonchriftian virtue all the 
value it has; revere goodnefs of every kind, and 
revere goodnefs wherever you find it; let every 
man have juftice, the nonchriftian as well ts the 
chriftian. Chriftian virtue can lofe nothing by it; 
von. 1. s’ fhe 
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fhe always remains what fhe is, and uniformly re¬ 
tains a great preeminence over every other virtue. 
Of this my prefent difeourfe fhall give you more de¬ 
terminate information, my pious hearers. 

We have already inveftigated the value of feveral 
of the ingredients of human happinefs j the value of 
riches, of honour, of fenfual pleafure, of intellec¬ 
tual pleafure, of devotion, of fenfibility, and virtue ; 
we have Ihewn you that virtue far excels all thofe 
endowments: we propofe to-day to endeavour at 
giving you an infight into the excellency or the pre¬ 
eminent value of chriftian virtue, when compared 
with all other virtue, and thereby to increafe your 
reverence for it. Thefe refie&ions will convince us 
how true that is which the apoftle Peter affirms in. 
our text: God has imparted to us chriftians, by 
the knowledge of Jefus Chrift, or by the chriftian 
religion, as much of his divine energy as we had 
need of for leading a religious and godly life. That 
is: by the chriftian do&rine, and its divine in¬ 
fluence upon us, the leading of fuch a life is ren¬ 
dered much eafier to us, and we may advance far¬ 
ther in virtue and piety, than we otherwife could. 
And this we now will take upon us more circum- 
ftantially to illuftrate and to prove. 

You know, my pious hearers, what it is we 
underftand by virtue in general. We mean the 
ccmftitution of our mind, the dire&ion and adapta¬ 
tion ofits faculties in fuch a manner as enables lis con- 
ftantly fo to think, to be fo inclined, fo to a&, as is 
2 confident 
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confiftent with truth, with order, with the will of 
God; the univerfal, predominant, operative incli¬ 
nation to whatever is true and right and expedient, 
in conformity to our nature and our relative fitu- 
ations, and to the nature and relative fituations 
of other things: the conftant readinefs to do or 
not to do, to fuffer or to bear, to be and to have, 
or not to be and not to have, what God wills us to 
do or not to do, to bear or fuffer, to be and to have, 
or not to be and not to have: the truth and har¬ 
mony of all the parts of our inward and outward 
conduct between themfelves and with the law of God. 
In this undoubtedly confifts the effence of virtue. 

Now if it be the doctrines of chriftianity which 
give this direction and adaptation to our mind and 
its faculties; if it be the doctrines of chriftianity that 
produce in us thefe predominant inclinations to 
truth and order, to whatever is right and good and 
in every cafe the beft; if it be the dodtrines of 
chriftianity which fo abfolutely fubdue our inclina¬ 
tions to the will of God ; [if it be gratitude for the 
benefits which God has conferred upon us by his 
fon Jefus, and for the hopes to which he has eleva¬ 
ted us by him; if it be an intimate and cordial love 
to God, and love to our faviour and lord, which im¬ 
pel us to fuch a difpofitioh and to fuch a condud, 
which produce in us fo beautiful a harmony between 
all our thoughts, inclinations, propenfides, a&ions ; 
if it be the precepts and the example of Jefus which 
condud and lead us to it; if it be his fpirit, his 

s 2 mind, 
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mind, which lives and governs in us, and appears 
through us, then is our virtue chriftian virtue. It 
has arifen in us by chriftianity ; it is nourifhed and 
ftrengthened in us by chriftianity; it is framed upon 
the doctrines and commands of chriftianity; it is 
nothing elfe but vital chriftianity, put in adtion and 
reduced to pra&ice. 

Now to fuch chriftian virtue we afcribe a pre¬ 
eminent value; and this it actually poffeffes, whether 
we confider it in regard to its fources, or its rule, or 
its motives, or its extent, or its views. In all thcfe 
particulars it is purer, greater, firmer, more adlive, 
more beneficial, more bluffed, than it would be with¬ 
out the help of chriftianity ; in all thefe particulars 
it therefore excels every other virtue which is defti- 
tute of this help. Not to infill at prefent upon the 
feveral companions neceffary for the demonftration 
of this, we fhall only examine what chriftian virtue 
jnore peculiarly is, and then leave you to draw 
your own conclufions concerning its excellency. 

The fources whence it fprings are therefore the 
pureft ; the grounds on which it refts the firmed, 
and both the moft adapted to the nature of man. 
It is the fruit of a heart altered, ameliorated, 
and as it were reformed, new-moulded by the 
dodlrines of chriftianity: or, if it have taken early 
poffeffion of. it, ere vice could have tenacioufly 
ftruck its fibres in it, then is it the frame 
and temper of a mind thoroughly impregnated 
with thefe dodlrines and formed upon them. Their 

roots 
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roots therefore lie deep; take fall hold; extend 
through all the faculties and all the conduct 
of the man; and blend, infinuate, and aflimi- 
late themfelves with his whole nature. Chriftian 
virtue is not an accidental, tranfient effeX of 
particular thoughts and emotions, but the effect 
and refult of the whole thinking and fenfitive 
fyftem. Its force and duration is not dependent 
on this or that particular idea, but on one en¬ 
tire infeparable effect and refult of the raoft im¬ 
portant ideas, of the grandeft and molt exalted 
truths. It is grounded on alt that chriftianity tells 
us concerning God, his attributes, his providence, 
his relation towards us, and particularly of his love 
and clemency to weak, finfui, guilty creatures; on 
all that it difcovers to us concerning our nature, 
our origin, the proper end of our creation, the 
final judgment and the future retribution; on all 
that it teaches us concerning Jefus, concerning his 
great bufinefs upon earth, his afliftance afforded to 
mankind, his holy life and beneficial death, his con¬ 
nexion with us, his dominion over us, his love to 
us, his fpirit in us. If thefe doXrines prefent them¬ 
felves to a man, as undeniable facred truths; if he 
apprehend their truth, their certainty, their impor¬ 
tance,— feel how intimately they are conneXed with 
his prefent and future happinefs; if they pour their 
radiance on his mind, and operate in their whole 
force upon his heart; if the love of God and of 
his fon Jefus deeply affeX him, penetrate him, fill 
S3 him 
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him with fincere remorfc for his fins and iniqui¬ 
ties, excite him to gratitude, infpire him with mu¬ 
tual affe&ion ; if he have learnt to ufe and exult 
in the profered aflifiance from on high ; if he per¬ 
ceive and feel that his all depends on the favour of 
God, how wretched he lhould be and continue to 
be without it, how blefled he is become by it, and 
how much more fo he may be and become; if he' 
feel the happinefs of being a chriftian, pardoned, 
abfolved from guilt and punilhment, called to a 
blefled immortality, conllantly ftrive to render him- 
felf more capable and worthy of this happinefs, to 
draw nigher to his God and to his Saviour; and 
all thefe difpofuions and feelings be predominant 
in him: then he obtains, as it were, a new fpirit 
and a new heart, is a new creature, — is virtuous, 
and chriltianly virtuous. And who fees not how 
pure, how rich, how inexhauftible, this fource of 
virtue muft be in him ; on what folid foundations 
the edifice of fuch a virtue refts ? How differently 
muft all thefe dodrines, and the blefled alteration 
effeded by them in his whole frame, act on him ; 
how much more life and power to good impart to 
him, than the bare idea, however otherwife cor- 
red and true, of the fitnefs or unfitnefs of things, 
of their natural relations, ends and energies! How 
much more adapted are they to the nature and 
capacities of man, of all mankind and every indi¬ 
vidual, however different the fize of their compre- 
henfion and their fenfitive powers 1 


The 
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The rule of chriftian virtue, and this is its fecond 
advantage, the rule of chriftian virtue is more 
fixed, more fure, more infallible and more ufe- 
ful than any other. God has indeed infcribed all 
his laws upon our hearts; but how much has that 
divine infcription been defaced, with the generality 
of mankind by prejudices, errors, lufts, paffions, 
with how many is it thus rendered illegible and 
almoft obliterated! — God has indeed made us all 
capable of a lively fenfe, a quick, fafe judgment of 
what is good and bad, right and wrong: but how 
feldom is this capacity fo unfolded and cultivated, 
how feldom this judgment fo exercifed and fharp- 
ened, as to be a fure guide to us on all occafions! 
How often on the contrary is that fentiment ftifled 
by the multitude of oppofite pra&ices, cuftoms, 
examples, and this judgment perverted by the arti¬ 
fices of felf-love! How often therefore muft even 
the well-intentioned man, the friend of virtue, who 
has no other guide than thefe, be deficient in due 
certainty and refolution! How often, where his 
path divides in two, muft he be liable to per¬ 
plexity ! 

A perplexity, which the friend of chriftian virtue 
far lefs frequently experiences, which he may totally 
avoid, if he adhere firmly to the direction given 
him. His path is pointed out before him: he finds 
in every part of it the footfteps of his leader and 
precurfor Jefus. Here are the exprefs precepts 
and commands of God, his lawgiver and father. 

s 4 This 
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This is the way thou (halt go; thou (halt not turn 
afide to the right hand or to the left! There is 
the example of Jefus, the great captain of our fal- 
vation. As he was difpofed, fo mud thou, his dis¬ 
ciple, his follower, be difpofed ; as he walked, fo 
muft thou alfo walk. IIow can I (land hefitating 
there, how fall into error, how wander from my 
mark ? ' As a chriftian, 1 believe in God, and be¬ 
lieve in Jefus; I confidently truft myfelf to God, 
my heavenly father, and to his fon, my faviour and 
lord; — I know that God loves me; I know that 
Jefus loves me; 1 know that my creator and my 
redeemer intend nothing but my happinefs, — I 
therefore do, what God bids me to do; abftain 
from what he bids me avoid; endure what he 
bids me to undergo; — follow as Jefus leads, 
tread confidently in his footfteps, form myfelf upon 
. }iis Spirit, think and aft as he thought and afted : 
frequently a(k myfelf, what would he have done, 
or not have done, in my circumftances and con¬ 
dition ? — and while I do thus, how can I — I 
repeat my interrogation — how can I (land hefi¬ 
tating, how go aftray, how wander from my mark ? 
My guides are infallible; their precepts are divine 
truth. iViy path is luminous; (hews itfelf diftinftly 
from all by-paths and devious ways; pever lofes 
itfelf in dark indireft turnings; leads (trait for¬ 
ward to the mark; grows confiantly fmoother and 
plainer, the nearer it brings me to it. — With what 
Comfortable affurance then may I walk along it! 
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How fecurely purfue my courfe! To what a cer¬ 
tainty and (lability will it bring me in the pra&ice 
of virtue! 

The range of chriftian virtue is likewife, my 
pious hearers, far wider, its activity greater than the 
fcope and activity of any other virtue. Chriftianity, 
and chriftianity alone, teaches us to confider all 
things, the frnall as well as the great, the feemingly 
infignifkant as well as the more important, fo much 
in their dependance upon God; connects all fo 
clofely with his will; unites the whole of our pre- 
fent life, with all its occupations, pleafures, concerns, 
fo intimately and indiffolubly with our future fupe- 
rior life; calls us to look fo fteadfaftly to God and 
to Jefus,that, with the man who is entirely animated 
by the fpirit of chriftianity, ail is virtue, — all, even 
his moft trivial actions, are the produfts and ex- 
pofitions of virtue. “ Whether therefore,” as it 
is written, “ he eateth or drinketh, or whatfoever 
he doth, he doth all to the glory of God.” — 
“ Whatfoever he doth in word or deed, he doth 
all in the name of the lord Jefus, giving thanks 
to God and the Father by him.” To the chrif- 
tian, my dear friends, nothing is in fome fenfe in¬ 
different, nothing unimportant: the fpirit which 
lives and governs in him, gives a grace and dignity 
to all he thinks and does. The apprehenfion of 
God, exultation in him, the eager defire to pleafe 
him, the profpefts in futurity, give greater life, 
greater dignity, greater confequence, to what¬ 
ever 
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ever befalls him and whatever he is employed in. 
He confiders, judges, does, enjoys and endures all 
things in the light of divine truth — all as a chrif- 
tian. Every bufinefs of his vocation is to him a 
commiffion from God ; every infuperable obftruc- 
tion he meets with in it, is a prohibition of God; 
every propitious circumfhmce, the affiftance and 
the blefling of God; every pleafure, every inftance 
of fuccefs, a benefaction of God ; every misfortune, 
a difpenfation of God: every good, every wicked 
man, an inftrumcnt in the hand of God. His 
whole life therefore is one continued act of obe¬ 
dience, a conftant refignation to the divine will, 
and a filial reverence of the good pleafure of God. 
His virtue therefore includes all things, ads in all 
and by all, fanCtifies all, completes all, combines 
all with each other and with God; forfakes him in 
no place, at no time, in no condition; and the field 
of his aftion is as fpacious as the range of his 
thoughts, his fenfations, his affairs, his pleafures, 
the combinations of his comforts and his afflictions 1 
And no wonder, my pious hearers, that the 
virtue of the chriftian comprehends fo much, and 
operates fo far. The incitements, the motives he 
acts upon as a chriftian, are far more various and 
cogent than any others. They touch his heart, 
while they employ his underftanding. They take 
poffeffion of his affedions, captivate his whole fenfi- 
bility, at the very time that they convince his 
mfiaiu Chriftianity is calculated for all mankind, 

and 
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and ftilJ more for the man of fenfibility than for 
the man of cold abdradted thought. What the 
philofopher calls and juflly calls truth, order, fitnefs 
of things, is here at the fame time the command of 
God, our creator and lawgiver; the exprefs will 
of our fupreme benefaftor; the precept and admo* 
nition and example of a faviour and redeemer who 
died out of love to us; it is the only means of 
pleafing this gracious God, of delighting this gene¬ 
rous redeemer, and of fharing in his power and 
glory ; it is the way that leads to a bleffed immor¬ 
tality, to the polfulTion of the molt exalted prero¬ 
gatives, to the fruition of the pureft joys in a better 
world. Here all the fprings of human adtion are 
fet in motion, whatever ufually incites us to the ufe 
of our faculties, and renders us Heady in the ex¬ 
ertions of them: reverence, gratitude, love, refig- 
nation, joy, hope; defire of applaufe, third of plea- 
fure, of perfection, of happinefs. And what effedts 
mud not this produce in the human heart! What 
force of habit, of error, of bad example, of fen- 
fuality, is able to refid their united force ? 

How can I not love God, the God who loved 
me fo much, fo inexprefiibly, as to give his only 
begotten to be my faviour; who through him has 
exalted me to the dignity of being his fon, and 
called me to fupreme felicity! And how love 
him, this God, without keeping all his command¬ 
ments, and conforming myfelf entirely to his will ? 
— How can I revere Jefus, the only bpgotten of 

the 
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the father, who humbled himfelf fo far for man¬ 
kind, did and fuffered for them fo much, imparted 
to them fo much light, comfort, freedom, hope, 
felicity; how fee him dying on the crofs, and 
thereby depriving death of all terrors for me; how 
be enabled to’ conned myfelf fo intimately with 
him; how revere him as my lord and king, with¬ 
out devoting myfelf entirely to him, without being 
ready to do and to fuffer, to hazard and to facrifice 
all for him who dared and facrificed fo much for 

me, who even laid down his life for my fake ?- 

How can I exped his laft advent to judgment and 
to retribution and rejoice in it, without conftantly 
preparing myfelf for it by a holy condud and a 
godly life ? How tranfport myfelf in fpirit into the 
abode of the blelfed, which he has opened and 
prepared for me, and here not think and live as 
that higher ftate requires ? — And if I love God, 
if I love Jefus; if I look to futurity; if I feel how 
much, how infinitely much, I am beholden to God 
and to his fon Jefus, how bleffed I am already in 
the enjoyment of thefe benefits, and how much 
more bleffed I lhall hereafter become; what duty 
will then be too hard for mp, what facrifice that 
God may require of me too coftly: what fin will 
not be hateful to me; what opportunity for doing 
good and for becoming ufeful to my brethren like 
Jefus, will not be right welcome to me ? Certainly, 
my dear friends, he who fo thinks — and fo muft 
the chriftian think, who is a chriftian in deed and 

in 
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in truth — can never be wanting in incitements, in 
defire and ability to good ; has more and ftronger 
motives to be virtuous, and conftantly to improve 
in virtue, than any other man who has not the hap- 
pinefs to be a chriftian. 

And how much more noble and grand are laltly 
the views of chriftian virtue! How much fuperior 
and more excellent the mark at which it aims! All 
virtue has in view the promoting of what is true, 
what is beautiful and good; all virtue aims at 
order, at perfection, at happinefs. But not as 
chriftian virtue does. The greater and jufter the 
knowledge is which the chriftian has of God, of 
Jefus, of the chief end of man, of futurity; the 
nobler muft be his fentiments, the more compre- 
henfive his views, the more exalted the objeCt at 
which he aims! — The whole human race is but 
one large family to him, and that the family of 
God, his heavenly father; a family which he em¬ 
braces with his benevolence and vifits with his love ; 
and his affectionate activity is circumfcribed by no 
falfe patriotifm, is weakened by no prejudices of 
rank or nation. — Jefus is to him, Jefus that is 
highly exalted over all, is to him the lord and king 
of men; truth and virtue and liberty and happinefs, 
are the preferments and diftinCtions of his king¬ 
dom; and every word, every deed, every facrifice, 
every fuffering whereby the chriftian is enabled to 
bring one man from error to truth, from vice to 
virtue, from- bondage into freedom, whereby he 

can 
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can amend, confole, or exhilarate him, is to him an 
enlargement and confirmation of the glorious king¬ 
dom of Jefus, an actual participation in his great 
work on earth. To him this life is the porch or 
veftibule of the future, the apprenticefhip to it: 
and all that he does and operates here, and occa- 
ftons others to do and effect; all the harm that he 
here prevents; all the good he here performs j 
all the grain he here fows; all the bloffoms he 
brings to fruit; are to him caufes that infinitely 
extend in effects. This is to him the feed-time, of 
which he may expect hereafter to reap a harveft of 
a thoufand-fold. What profpccts, my devout audi¬ 
tors, what extenfive, what comprehenfive views 
does the virtue of the chriflian open before him! 
He promotes the gracious purpofcs of God with 
regard to man, and labours in fellowfhip with him, 
his heavenly father, for the benefit of his chil¬ 
dren : efpoufes the caufe of truth, of integrity, of 
liberty, the caufe of God, to the utmoft of his 
power: profecutes the work that Jefus began on 
earth, and enlarges the borders of his kingdom: 
ailiits mankind, his brethren, in their education for 
heaven; and is ufeful to them not only here, not 
only long after his death, but even in eternity. 
How much mult fuch profpe&s as thefe ennoble 
all his virtuous efforts and a&ions! Can the ima¬ 
gination frame any loftier, any more extenfive ends 
than thefe? 


And 



THE SUPERIOR VALUE OF CHRISTIAN VIRTUE. 2^1 

And will they ever allow him to be weary or 
diihejrtened in his endeavours to improve himfelf 
and others ? Will he ever fet bounds to his wif- 
dom, his goodnefs, his general utility ; ever think 
that he has done too much, or even enough ? No, 
his aim is perfection, chriftian perfection, ever 
greater aflimilation to Jefus, ever progreflive ap¬ 
proximation to God. Nothing fhort of this can 
fatisfy him. The ftandard by which he meafures 
the value or the magnitude of his virtue, is not 
the judgment of the world, but the judgment of 
heaven; not what he is and does, but what he can 
do and what he may be. Even when he has la¬ 
boured long at his improvement, has already made 
great advances, already done much, brought much 
about, and fullered much, he ftill exclaims, with 
the apoltlc, “Not that I have already attained or 
am already perfect.” No, I forget thofe things 
that are behind, I fcarcely make account of what 
I have already attempted and achieved, while fo 
much remains for me to do ; I prefs forward, after 
the higher degrees of perfedion I have not yet 
attained, after the prize of the mark of righteouf- 
nefs and integrity I have then to exped when I 
furmount all things and perfevere unto the end. 

Yes, this is thy generous difpofition, this thy mo- 
deft and yet ardent language, thou beft and fureft 
guide of man, o chriftian virtue! — Blefled be thy 
arrival upon earth! and blefled the Lord who 

brought 
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brought thee amongfl men, and laid the foundations 
of thy empire in their'hearts ! Gentle is thy fway, 
and obedience to thee is liberty and peace. Thou 
giveft ftrength to the weary, and power to’ the impo¬ 
tent. Thou liftelt up the poor out of the mire ; 
thou exalted the humble and meek. Thou bleifed 
them with the fentiment of their prefent and future 
dignity. Thou art divine wildom to the unlearned 
as well as to the learned. Thou givell refolution 
to the irrefolute ; infpireft the dead with life, and 
the timid with the courage of heroes. The mife- 
rable is indebted to thee for his fweeted comfort, 
the defpifed good man for the inward repofe of his 
fpirit, the victim of perfecution for the rewarding 
confcioufnefs of his, integrity and conftancv, the 
fuflerer for his filent perfevering courage, and the 
dying man for his joyful hopes. Thou {iad per¬ 
formed and Hill daily performed, numberlefs noble 
aits, which never come to the: knowledge of any 
mortal, which are fullied by no vain third of fame, 
which he only fees who fees in fecret, and which 
under his infpeftion never ceafe to fpread happinefs 
and joy throughout his kingdom. Oh that thy 
dominion were univerfal, that every cfiridian were 
animated by thy warmth, and that every chridian 
might make thee his model for becoming what he 
i6 not yet! 

Yes, my pious hearers, this may the chridian, 
and this Ihould he be! The light of the world, 

the 
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the fait of the earth, the inftru&or, the pattern, the 
improver, the helper, the faviour of the reft of 
mankind; far wifer, far more virtuous, a far more 
ufeful member of fociety, a far greater benefaftor to 
his brethren, than the wifeft, the beft man, who 
is not a chriftian! This is his calling, this his 
eleftion; and this fhould be the ultimate end of 
his purfuit! 

And it promifes him, both in the prefent and in 
the future world, far greater happinefs than to any 
other wife and virtuous man. Every degree of 
virtue renders us fufceptible of a certain degree of 
happinefs; wherefore we, no more than God, ex¬ 
clude any good man from all felicity. But chriftian 
virtue is the way that leads to the pureft and the 
fublimeft felicity. —Walk then therein, o thou that 
haft the happinefs to be called a chriftian! Thy 
bufmefs fhould not merely be to efcape everlafting 
perdition, or to be tranfported after death into a 
ftate not altogether wretched. Wouldft thou be a 
chriftian indeed, and turn the privileges of chrif- 
tianity to thy real advantage, then muft thou think 
more generoufly, purfue greater objefts, rife fu- 
perior to all thy brethren who are not chriftians ; 
afpire after a higher felicity, that hereafter thou 
mayft be, ftill more than here, the leader, the 
teacher, the benefadtor, the helper, of thy lefs per- 
fe£t and lefs happy brethren; that thou mayft be 
ever approaching nearer to God, ever acquiring a 

vol. 1. t greater 
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greater aflimilation with Jefus, and mayft have pro- 
greflively more communion with the father and 
with his fon. What a profped, my dear friends ! 
Oh may it be ever prefent to our minds, to our 
conftant improvement. in all chriftian virtue, per¬ 
petually bringing us nearer to perfe&ion! 



SERMON XIV. 


The Pleafures of Virtue , 


^^OD, fupreme, uncontroulable ruler of all worlds, 
fovereign difpofer of the affairs of me|i, to obey 
thee is pure felicity. The ways thou commanded: 
us, as rational creatures, to walk, are ways of plea- 
fantnefs, all the paths thou pointed out to us are 
peace, they infallibly lead to happinefs. If thou re¬ 
quire of us virtue and obedience, thou required, them 
becaufe without them we cannot be at reft, cannot 
be contented, and could not enjoy fo many real fub- 
ftantial pleafures, fo many pure delights, or but in 
a very inferior degree. Yes, this we clearly per¬ 
ceive in the calmeft, beft hours of our rational life, 
when reafon and confcience, nature and fcripture 
addrefs us in loud accents£pd too diftind to be mis¬ 
taken. Oh might we not' forget it, even then ac¬ 
knowledge and believe it when turbulent paffions are 
ftirring within us, when temptations and dangers and 
bad example befet us, amidft the tumult of worldly 
affairs and diftradions! Oh might virtue even then 

T2 be 
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be our companion and guide, our monitor and pro- 
teXor! How fecurely fhould we walk ! How con¬ 
tented and blefled Ihould we be! We are now as- 
fembled before thee, retired within thefe walls from 
the incumbering world, to a place confecrated to 
refleXion on the molt momentous fubjeXs, that we 
may remind ourfelves of thofe eternal truths, and 
imprint them deeply on our minds and our hearts. 
Oh then let our reflexions upon them be blefled! 
Do thou teach us to efteem virtue for what fhe is, 
let her prefent herfelf to us in her captivating form 
attended by her peculiar fatisfaXions and delights, 
that we may continually learn to revere and love her 
the more, and more carefully follow her diXates. 
We make our prayers to thee in this behalf as the 
votaries of thy fon Jefus, the moll perfeX exemplar, 
the grand patron and promoter of virtue, addref- 
fmg thee further in his name : Our father, &c. 


? rov . 111. 17. 

Her ways are ways of plcafantnefs, and all her paths are 
peace. 

all the miftaken ngfions that may be and aXu- 
ally are entertained^n Regard to moral objeXs, 
not one is more pernicious than this, that though 
virtue may hope for* joys and rewards in a future 
world, yet in the prefent fhe procures but few plea- 
ftires to her votaries and. friends. • Who can be ig¬ 
norant 
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norant how much more forcibly we are affefted by 
the prefent than by the future, and how extremely 
difficult it is to the generality of mankind .to be en¬ 
tirely interefted about the latter, to the neglect of 
the former ? To fuffer at prefent, in order at fome- 
time hereafter to rejoice; to impofe rerfraints on 
our appetites and to do violence to ourfelves at pre¬ 
fent, in order, at fome diftant, indeterminate period 
to live the more comfortably and happy; to facrifice 
and relinquifh at prefent a number of things that 
we love and value, in order to receive a twofold or 
a tenfold compenfation hereafter; to be fcrupulouf- 
ly abllinent at prefent, in the hope of future enjoy¬ 
ment, and voluntarily to endure want and pain, in 
order hereafter to enjoy a greater abundance of fa- 
tisfa&ions and delights: all this - is by no means pleaf- 
ing to the fenfual man, and can only work upon 
fuch as have a mind invigorated by habitual reflec¬ 
tion; whofe reafon has already in fome degree ac¬ 
quired the maftery over fenfe. Need we then won¬ 
der, if virtue labours under an evil report among 
fuch numbers of perfons, at moft exciting in them 
reverence, but not love, holding as they do her fer- 
vice to be hard and fevere, and the compliance with 
her commands a joylef^ duty ; perfuading them- 
felves that Ihe requires more facrifice and renunci¬ 
ation of pleafure, than Ihe procures enjoyment of 
it ? If they would be enamoured of virtue, they 
mud learn differently to negard and to judge of her. 
To them ihe muff appear as the. wifeft, the gentled 

t 3 fovereign. 
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fovereign, the trueft friend, the mod liberal difpcn- 
fer of joy to mankind. And this in truth (he is, my 
dear friends ; neither reafon nor fcripture, neither 
our own nor foreign experience will allow us to 
doubt of it. The ways of wii'dom, fays our text, 
or, which is juft the fame thing, the ways of virtue 
are pleafantnefs, and all her paths are happinefs, are 
peace. Oh that I may be enabled, my pious hear¬ 
ers, to expofe that pernicious error, and to convince 
you of its oppofite truth, of the truth that virtue 
and pleafure are connected together in the clofeft: 
bands! I intend to lay before you the various 
pleafures of a virtuous and pious life. I will firft 
enumerate and defcribc them ; and then make fome 
remarks in order to juftify my propofition. En¬ 
joyment of innocence; fentiment of order and 
truth; fatisfaftion with onefelf; more eafy and free 
intercourfe with others; more comfortable and con¬ 
fident thoughts on God; the fatisfa&ions of benefi¬ 
cence and general ufefulnefs; the bleflednefs of 
love towards God and man ; the faireft profpects in 
futurity: all thefe are pleafures procured to us by 
virtue; fome of them being entirely, and fome 
eminently peculiar tojier. Let us confiderand ap- 
pretiate them apart. 

Firft: then, Enjoyment of innocence. This i^a 
pleafure entirely peculiar to virtue; a pleafure which 
no vicious man, however brilliant his fortune, can 
either under Hand or relifti. And how great, how 
pure is this pleafure! To be confcious of no ill 

defign. 
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defign, no intentionally bad aftion j to be harafied 
by no inordinate and fordid paflion; to be driven to 
and fro by no vehement fenfual appetite j to be tor¬ 
tured by no reproaches, haunted by no dread of 
condign punilhment; to be deceived neither by idle 
hopes nor vain alarms: but to have a good, unful- 
lied confcience before God and man ; to bear with¬ 
in us the evidence of fmcerity and reftitude; to feel 
onefelf free and to affert our liberty ; to know that 
we are come out of darknefs into light, from death 
to life, that we are reformed and renewed after the 
image of God, that we love and feek only what is 
good, readily do our duty, readily promote the in- 
terefls of others, and are ever fedulous to be and to 
do what in conformity to the will of God we ought 
to be and to do; in a word, to walk the way which 
God himfelf has pointed out to us, and of the re&i- 
tude and happy iffue whereof we are affured ; what 
ferenity, what agreeable fenfations, what blelfed en¬ 
joyment of felf muft this procure to a man ! What 
caufe has he to be elated in his exiftence, in his life, 
in his capacities and powers, in his conduct and his 
appointment! How much more cheerfully and 
boldly may he purfue his way, and enjoy all the 
beautiful and good that h Jfcees and meets with on it, 
than if he were forced to accufe and to condemn 
himfelf; than if he were under the harfh, tyranni¬ 
cal dominion of fin ‘and vice; than if, with all the 
pomp and glare that environed him, he were a 

t 4 criminal, 
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criminal, a Have, a creature fallen from its dignity 
and ripe for punilhment. 

Another pleafure that virtue beftows on man, is 
the fight and confcious fenfe of truth and order that 
reign in his mind, in his heart f in the whole of his 
chara&er, in all the parts of his inward and outward 
conduct, giving a peculiar dignity and beauty to his 
mind as well as to his life, which cannot be feen and 
obferved without complacency. If vice beget in- 
confiftency and ftrife, disfiguring and degrading the 
man: virtue produces order and harmony, ennob¬ 
ling and beautifying whatever the man is and does. 
If the Have of the former be never truly in agree¬ 
ment with himfelf, but is difcompofed at one time 
by vile and difgraceful lufts, at another by untoward 
accidents, at another by the paffions of other men, 
and at all times agitated to and fro, and driven from 
his aim like a plaything of fortune: the friend of 
the latter, of virtue, poffeffes a temper and charac¬ 
ter at all times equal; he has ftated principles on 
which he uniformly ads, fixt, determinate aims 
which he fttadily purfues, and thus is ever qpming 
nearer his mark, the prize of chriftian perfection. 
Sentiments and fenfations, appetites and, affe&ions, 
words and works, are with him in perfect unifon. 
What,he fpeaks and fays, that.he thinks and feels: 
what he does, that he wills, and conceives to be 
right and expedient, the bell he can do for the oc- 
cafion. In every place, at every time, in every oc- 
« cupation. 
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cupation, in every pleafure, in fociety as in folitude, 
in domeftic as in civil life, in the avocations of bufi- 
nefs as in religious worlhip, he is ever the fame; the 
fame fincere votary of God and his will, the fame 
friend and promoter of truth and goodnefs, the fame 
foe to all deceit and impofture, to all flattery, to all 
bafe and fordid purpofes and actions, the fame juft 
and equitable judge of his brethren j the fame hum¬ 
ble, difcreet, contented, kind, beneficent, generous- 
minded man and chriftian; conftantly animated by 
love to God and all mankind, conftantly true to his 
confcience and his duty, and conftantly prompt to 
do and to fuffer, whatever God fhall will that he 
lhould do and fuffer. And to be this and to feel this, 
what fweet repofe, what pure delight muft alfo this 
procure a man! t)oubtlefs far more pleafure than 
the view of a fine, graceful figure, or the fentiment 
of health and vigour of body. 

With this pleafure a third is infeparably united, 
and that is fatisfadion with himfelf. Extremely fel- 
dom does the vicious man apprehend and enjoy it. 
Rarely is he altOgetHlr that which he could wilh 
himfelf to be; feldom has he and does he that, 
which he could wilh himfelf to have and to do j fel¬ 
dom can he entirely approve of his defigns and un¬ 
dertakings ; feldom can he look back on hiS paft 
condud, entirely without uneafinefs, entirely with¬ 
out reproach, or confider the prefent ftate of his 
mind with entire approbation. But this the virtu¬ 
ous man can do, and tliis can he never do without 

heart- 
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heart-felt pleafure. Free from culpable pride, un¬ 
der the deepeft fenfe of his natural weaknefs and his 
abfolute dependence upon God, he can yet boldly 
fay to himfelf: I am that which God would have 
me to be; I do that which God wills that I ihould 
do; I maintain the pod that he has adigned me, I 
walk the way that he ha:- preferibed me, I carry on 
the work that he has committed to me. I become 
by little and little that which here on earth I am in¬ 
tended to become. My intellectual capacities and 
powers are drawn out and kept in exercife; my af¬ 
fections are directed folely to good, to the bed ob¬ 
jects ; I am aCtuated by the pureft motives and aim¬ 
ing at the bed ends •, the difeharge of my duty is 
ever becoming more eafy and agreeable to me; the 
temptations to evil are condantfy lofing their force 
upon me; outward things, appearance and glitter¬ 
ing {how charm and impofe upon me continually 
lefs; the revolutions, the vicillitudes that happen 
in my outward condition and all around me, per¬ 
plex, bewilder and alarm me lels from day to 
day; my mind riles conflaatly more above vifible 
and prefent things, and rejoices more and more in 
its high defeent and its high appointment, its com¬ 
munion with God and with the unfeen world. No, 
I am not receding irom the perfection to which I am 
called as a man and a chriltian ; 1 am not lofing 
fight of. the mark of the prize that is fet before me ; 
it Ihines conftantly brighter in my view ; and I per¬ 
ceive, I fee that I am perpetually advancing towards. 
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it. And how fatisfied with himfelf and with his 
condition mult this render the virtuous man, let his 
•outward circumftances be ever fo mean, and his for¬ 
tunes ever fo adverfe! And what pleafure is more 
pure and lading, what can diffufe a ferener radiance 
over all the life, over all the path of man, than this 
fatisfaction with himfelf! 

But when a man is thus animated and blcfied, 
my pious hearers, he alfo enjoys fourthly the plea¬ 
fure of a free and cheerful intercourfe with his fel¬ 
low-creatures. And this pleafure too does virtue 
procure him, if not alone and exclufivcly, yet in an 
eminent degree. The virtuous man is not haunted 
by envy and ill-will, by pride and vanity, by 
difhonelt ends and ftratagems, by fecret reproaches 
and anxieties; no, wherever he goes he is accom¬ 
panied by benevolence and love, complacency in 
whatever is beautiful and good, and delight in all 
beauty and goodnefs; he is accompanied by a calm 
and contented heart, a good confciencc, a modefl 
affurance in the company of his brethren. He 
comes neither to perfons whom he has injured, af¬ 
fronted, alienated, or whom he intends to hurt, or 
whofe difpleafure and refentment he has reafon to 
dread; nor to any againft whom he nourifhes hatred 
and animofity in his heart, whom he cannot abfo- 
lutely endure, whom he is not ready to pardon, to 
fuccour, to benefit. In his converfe with others he 
has no need to fear difgrace or reproaches; has no 
need to impofe on himfelf any troublefome re- 

ftraints. 
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ftraints, carefully to veil and to conceal his thoughts 
and intentions, nor to court protection and refpeft, 
now under one malk and then under another. He 
can, without any hazard, fhet* himfelf as he is, 
fpeak Ss he thinks, act in conformity with his cha¬ 
racter ; and the confcioufnefs of his integrity, the 
inward fenfe of his dignity, diverts even any unjufl 
cenfure or undeferved neglect, he may occafionally 
meet with, of its principal force. The lefs claim he 
lays to outward diftinCtions, to particular marks of 
honour; the more he prefers reality to appearance, 
what is perfonal to what is borrowed, the effential to 
the adventitious, the lefs liable is he to affronts and 
ilights in fociety ; the more calmly and fully does he 
enjoy the amenities of it. The lefs invidioufiy and 
partially he views all the beautiful and good that 
others have and do : fo much the greater fatisfac- 
don and fo much the furer fatisfjiCHon does the fight 
of it procure him; fo much" greater is conftantly 
the preponderance of the fenfations of pleafure and 
*«f joy over the fenfations of difpleafure and of 
dirtatisfaClion in his heart. He that has ever en¬ 
joyed this pleafure of converfing with his brethren 
with freedom and vivacity, muft confefs it to be 
very great and defirable. And who enjoys it fo 
pure, fo complete, as the virtuous man ? 

Still greater, ftill fublimer pleafures arife fifthly 
to the virtuous man, from his meditations on God, 
jtod converfe with him. Boldly and freely can he 
thiakon God* the firft, the greateft, the moft per- 

fed 
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fed being; in filial franknefs can he converfe with 
him, as with, his father, pray to him, look up to 
him and employ himfelf in his worihip. While 
the wicked man ftrives to put away from him the 
thoughts of God, and to obfcure the idea of him in 
his mind, becaufe he muft ever tremble before the 
Almighty and the Juft as before the judge of his 
evil adions and defigns : to the virtuous man thefe 
thoughts are ever welcome, ever foothing and con- 
foling, and therefore diffufe ferenity and fatisfadion 
over all that he fees and hears, that he thinks and 
does. Since he reveres the will of God as his 
fugreme law; fince he walks before God in piety 
and fincerity of heart: fo he has no need to dread 
either his difpleafure or his judgments. To him it 
is encouragement and recompenfe to have the 
Omnifcient and- Omniprefent for the witnefs and 
judge of his behaviour: and even when he miftakes 
or fails, this idea does not confound him, for he 
knows how righteous, how equitable, how forbear¬ 
ing the judgment of the univerfal parent is, and how 
exadly all his demands are fuited to our powers- 
and circumftances. As fure as there is a God, may 
he confidently fay to himfelf, as fure as there is a 
God, a fupreme infpector and governor of moral 
creatures, of mankind, fo certainly may I affure my- 
felf of hi* complacency and his approbation; for he 
knows my heart, he knows that my intentions are 
fincere, that I love truth and virtue above all things; 
that, with all my failings and infirmities, no fin, no 
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vice has the dominion over me ; that I drive more 
to acquire intellectual, permanent perfection, than 
any outward didindions, and that I prefer the bene¬ 
fit of knowing, of loving, of obeying him, my 
creator and father, and of continually approaching 
nearer him by wifdom and virtue, to every other 
benefit. And to him fmceritv is aerecable; to him 
integrity is all in all. And how much mud this 
affurancc confide the virtuous man! With what 
courage, what confidence mud it infpire him on 
occafions where others tremble and are difmayed ! 
With what blifsful fenfations mud it not frequently 
pervade his heart! From how many troubles and 
cares defend him ! How much fwceten and en¬ 
hance to him every other pieafure! 

A dxth fource of pieafure which virtue opens to 
mankind, and which flows for her friends far more 
copioufly than for any others, is the pieafure of be¬ 
neficence and of general utility. If the felfifh af- 
fedions contract the heart of the vicious man, can¬ 
ing him to reckon every fervice he performs to 
others as a burden, and to regard every benefit he 
beflows as a lofs ; if he prize and love anything 
only inafniuch as it procures him perfonal advan¬ 
tage or fenfual gratification: yet virtue enlarges 
and ennobles the heart of him whom fhe aduates, 
facilitates every fervice he performs to his brethren, 
and converts every benefit he does them into gain. 
He underdands, he reveres his appointment; knows 
that he is defigned not to live and to ad merely for 
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himfelf but alfo for others, not only to care and to 
work for his own, but alfo for the general good ; 
and the more good he does and promotes in his 
ftation and according to his relative fituations, the 
more he can contribute to the diminution of hu¬ 
man mifcry and to the augmentation of human h:\p- 
pinefs, fo much the more he rejoices in his defigna- 
tion and in the abilities and means that providence 
has granted him to the accomplifhment of it. And 
how often, in how many various ways, in what an 
abundant meafure may he enjoy this noble, this di¬ 
vine fatisfaction! How much good, and how many 
kinds of good may the virtuous perfon do, or give 
occafion to, or promote, as a man, as a fubject, as 
the head of a family, as a friend, as a worfhipper of 
God ! How much light, how much life, how much 
comfort, how much content, may he diffufe around 
him ! How much ufeful influence may he have on 
others! His fagacity, his opinions, his example, 
his aflifhtnce, his prudence, his fympathy, his in- 
terelt, his indefatigable activity in goodnefs: what 
may not, what mud not thefe, mediately and im¬ 
mediately, vifibly and invifibly, effect upon others 
and in others, for the prefent and for the future 1 
What good, what precious grain is he lowing on 
all tides, and who can reckon up the fruits, that 
fooner or later grow from it! And as he is and 
does all this, not from affectation, not from oftenta- 
tion, but with his whole heart* in deed and in truth ; 
what agreeable ideas and fenfations, what pure, 

unadulterated 



$88 THE PLEASURES OF VIRTUE. 

unadulterated pleafures mud it procure him ! How 
confoling, how recompenfmg the thought, that he 
is ading up to his duty, maintaining his poft, that 
he has been of real benefit to human fociety, that 
he has wiped away tears from the eyes of the 
mourner, has fupported the feeble, relieved the in¬ 
digent, fuccoured the miferable,' and promoted the 
caufe of truth, of virtue, of religion, of human 
happinefs, to the utmoll of his power ! What plea- 
fure is more pure, u hat have we more in common 
with the deity, than this ? 

A no lefs exuberant, indeed an inexhauftible 
fource of pleafure, which Hands open to the virtuous 
man alone, is feventhly the bleffednefs arifmg froip 
love to God and man. What is love in itfelf and 
in itseffeds, but joy ; and what love is more fertile 
in true and lafting, in ever renewing and heart- 
fatisfying* joy, than the love to God and all man¬ 
kind ? And this love is known, and this bleffed¬ 
nefs is enjoyed in all its purity and in its full extent, 
by the virtuous man alone. Never without joy 
does he think on God, his father in heaven; never 
without joy, does he behold mankind his children 
on earth. He is elated in being a creature, a fub- 
jed, a fon of the Higheft ; in living under his in- 
fpedion and government; in having communion 
with him 5 in being guided and-conduded by him, 
and in having him about his path and about his bed, 
the ^itnefs of all his ways. He rejoices in all his 
coqJRitutions in nature and in religion, in all his 

works 
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works and ways, in all his ftatutes and commands ; 
in every veftige of his wifdom and goodnefs that he 
perceives in himfelf and others, in heaven and on 
earth, in the inanimate and the animate creation; in 
every inftance of bounty, in every bleffing that falls 
to the lot of himfelf or others ; in every ray of 
light, in every fpark of life, in every fource of com¬ 
fort and folace, every means of improvement, every 
advance towards perfection that he difcovers in 
himfelf and others, hear him and afar olf. He re¬ 
joices in all the capacities and powers, all the gifts 
and endowments, all the bodily and mental excel¬ 
lencies, all the beautiful and good, all the virtues 
and' merits, all the advantages and benefits and 
pleafures, which he finds in fuch great abundance 
and variety among mankind, his brethren; and 
when he thinks on their great predifpofitions and 
their high deflination, when he imagines them all 
at the goal of perfection and happinefs, and fees 
that all is right and good, and unfufceptible of 
farther correction ; then his pleafure rifes to tranf- 
port, and he enjoys fomewhat of the felicity of God, 
who furveyed all that he had made, and behold it 
was very good. And how bleffed mult that man 
be who is animated by Cuch love towards God and 
man, who learns thus to rejoice in God and man, 
in all that is and all that will be! What a totally 
different afpeCt mud the generality of objects thus 
affume in his fight! How much more cheerful and 
eafy may he purfue his way, tl^an the wretches 
vol. 1, v who. 
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who, infatuated and hardened by vice, wander about 
among the w®rks of God and his nobleft creatures 
on earth, either with indifferent, unfeeling hearts, 
or even with an envious, fullen, cenforious, mur¬ 
muring, mifanthropic temper, as if nought were to 
be feen on all fides but evil and defect and mifery! 

To all thefe tranfeendent pleafures which virtue 
enfures to man, mud be added laflly the animating, 
glorious profpe&s ihc opens to his view in futurity. 
To the virtuous man, whofe virtue is founded on 
religion and piety, neither the nearer nor the re¬ 
moter futurity is dreadful. He has no anxiety con¬ 
cerning either the events that await him in the 
prefent or in the future life. They are all in the 
difpofal of the Allwife and AHbountiful, in the 
difpofal of his father in heaven, from whom he 
can expeft nothing but good, from whom he may 
conftantly expeft the belt. Yes, on this the vir¬ 
tuous man may continually rely. As certainly as 
virtue is not an empty name, as certainly as (he is 
a daughter of heaven, and is well-pleafing to him 
who dwellcth in heaven : fo certainly are her ways 
the road to happinefs in every condition of man, in 
every period of his life, at every ftage of his ex- 
iftence. Yes, as furely as there is a providence 
that watches and prefides over all, that never takes 
the bad for good, nor the good for bad : fo furely 
may I reckon upon the infpeftion, the patronage, 
the guidance and direction of the Almighty and 
Sujpremely bountiful, my father in heaven; fo 

certainly 
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Certainly may I be aflured that he requires of me 
nothing impoflible, lays no intolerable affliction 
upon me, that he will never defert or neglect me, 
that he determines' and decrees concerning me 
nothing but good, under whatever form it may 
appear; that he conducts all things, the evil as 
well as the good, forrows as well as joys, to my 
real benefit; that he will infallibly lead me to the 
mark, to the prize of perfection. As certainly as 
my fpirit is immortal; as certainly as another, a 
higher life awaits us after death : fo certainly fhall 
I triumph for ever in my immortality, fo certainly 
fhall I be happy in that fuperior life, and there 
proceed from perfection to perfection; for of this 
I feel myfelf capable, thither even now my prin¬ 
cipal appetites and affeCtions tend, and the iifue of 
the way of virtue, on which I walk, can, under the 
government of an all-wife and all-gracious God, 
be no other than this. And to know this, my dear 
friends, to be* aflured of this, how completely mull 
it divert futurity of all its terrors ! What glorious 
profpeCts does it there unfold to our view i And 
how much muft thefe profpeCts beguile and bright¬ 
en to a man the journey of life! What pleafures 
and j&ys muft they procure him! 

Yes, thus it is, my pious hearers. The ways of 
yirtue are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths 
are peace. Virtue is the pureft, the richeft iburce 
of pleafure and happinefs. From it already have 
innumerable perfons drawn life and comfort and 
u 2 joy; 
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joy; and ftill daily do thoufands and thoufands 
draw from it thefe bleffings in full meafure. Oh 
be perfuaded of this, my dear friends, and feck 
conftantly more and more to certify yourfelves of 
it by your own experience. Venerate and love 
virtue with all your heart, form yourfelves by her 
diftates, yield an exact and prompt obedience to 
all her precepts: and then I promife you, in her 
name and in the name of God who recommends 
her to us, not indeed riches, not fuperfluity, not 
power and majefty, not grofs carnal voluptuouf- 
nefs; but peace and contentment, but pleafure, 
folid, diverfified, permanent pleafure, exceeding 
every other. This you may as furely expedt, as 
furely as you devote to her your affection and your 
fervice. This you will enjoy in every fituation, in 
every ftate of oufward fortune, in every period of 
life; and-never will this pleafure caufe you fatiety or 
furfeit, never will it lofe of its charms; never be 
a hindrance to you in your duty, neVer injure your 
fpiritual perfedtion, never draw you off from your 
appointment, but be perpetually .bringing you 
nearer to both. Yes, the longer you walk the 
way of virtue; the more carefully and diligently 
you purfue your courfe along it; the more will 
you' be able from your own experience and from 
complete convidtion to fay with the wife man 
in our text: Her ways are ways of pleafantnefs, 
and all her paths are peace. 



SERMON XV. 


IV/iy many virtuous Perfons enjoy not snore Pleafure. 


OD, thou haft created us for happinefs, haft 
rendered us fufceptible of it, thou inviteft us 
to the enjoyment of it, Aou haft opened to us 
fources of fatisfa&ion and pleafure not lefs abun¬ 
dant than various in nature and in religion; and 
it is our own fault, if notwithftanding we are not 
happy, if we enjoy not fatisfa&ion and pleafure, 
and often break out in complaihts under the fen^j- 
ment of a deficiency in them. Yes, but too fre¬ 
quently we miftake thy parental voice, and refufe 
to hearken to thy gracious invitations. But too 
often we heedlefsly pafs by the pureft and richeft 
fources of pleafure, to feek it where it is not to be 
found. But too often we embitter thefe fources 
by numerous failings and tranfgrefiions, or entirely 
foreclofe them by follies and fins. Yes, Lord, thou 
art righteo.us, thou haft no pleafure in our mrfery 
and in our forrows; but looked down with parental 
complacency on us thy children when we pioully 

u 3 ,and 
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and cheerfully enjoy thy bounties, and live con¬ 
tented in the enjoyment of them. Devout elation 
and innocent and blithe enjoyment is the principal 
aft of gratitude thou required of us. Oh that we 
all conftantl) bJievul and acknowledged this! 
How eafv, how agreeable to us would then the 
way of duty and of virtue be ! How foon would 
the generality of our complaints be filenced and 
converted into thankfgivings for thy bounties ! 
What progreis fhould we at the fame time make 
on the road of perfection and happinefs, and how 
clearly perceive that it is one and the fame that 
leads to both ! Oh teach us ever better to know 
the impediments to the, cheerful enjoyment of a 
virtuous life, and aflift us continually more com¬ 
pletely to furmount them. Let our prefent reflec¬ 
tions on thefe fubjefts be bleffed to that end, and 
hearken to our prayer through Jefus Chrift our 
lord, in whofe name we further addrefs thee, 
faying: Our father, &c. 


prov. iii. 17. 

Her ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths are 
peace. 

\YE have lately feen, my pious hearers, how 
, various and great the pleasures are which 
virtue procures to her followers and friends. They 
enjoy the confcioufnefs of their innocence and inte¬ 
grity ; 
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grity; they perceive and feel that trudi and order 
prevail in their foul, and in the whole of their con¬ 
duct ; have caule to be fatisfied with themfelves; 
may converfe frankly and cheerfully with their fel¬ 
low-creatures ; think comfortably and confidently 
on God; enjoy the fatisfactions of beneficence and 
general ufefulnefs; the felicity of love to God and 
man ; and have the faireft, the mod glorious pro- 
fpects in futurity. As certainly as all thefe are 
pure and generous pleafures, fo certainly are they 
grounded in the very nature of virtue ; fo do they 
belong of right to every virtuous perfon, as necef- 
fary effects and confequences of it, and cannot 
well be feparated, at lead in idea, from his charac¬ 
ter and his conduct. However, there are perfons, 
who cannot but be reckoned virtuous, and yet have 
either no fhare at all in thofe pleafures, or only 
enjoy them in a very inferior degree; perfons who 
with very good difpofitions, are neverthelefs rather 
gloomy than gay, rather fad than joyful, and who 
are heard to complain and lament more than to 
call themfelves happy. How does this agree with 
the pofition we have maintained ? Is the rule li¬ 
able to exceptions ? Does virtue grant only to 
fome of her votaries and friends, but not to all, 
what Ihe promifes to beflow upon them ? No, my 
dear friends, her nature and qualities are invariably 
the fame; her energy, her a&ivity, is uniform; 
(he performs what {he promifes, and is not in fault 
for any deficiency of pleafure. The reafons,. the 

u 4 mod 
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moft various and moft cogent reafons for pleafurc, 
are always, are indiffolubly conne&ed with a vir¬ 
tuous and pious life ; the richeft fources of it ftand 
perpetually open to the man who diligently purities 
fuch a tenour of conduct; everything authorizes 
him, everything invites him to draw from thefe 
fources, and to derive from them felicity and joy. 
But, befides that the enjoyment of pleafure, by 
fuch limited creatures as we are, cannot be always 
equally vigorous and lively, fo with numbers of 
otherwife well difpofed perfons it will be diminifhed 
and impeded by many inward and outward caufes, 
which have their foundation, not in virtue, but 
merely in human weaknefs and frailty. And on 
this, my pious hearers, let us at prefent the more 
attentively refledt, as we are all fo much concerned 
in difcovering and obviating the obftacles to our 
pleafure. Let us therefore inquire into the caufes 
why the pleafures of virtue are not enjoyed by all 
virtuous perfons, and perhaps only by a few are 
enjoyed in a high degree and in full meagre. 

Frequently an infirm, a more or lefs difordered 
ftate of health is the caufe that the virtuous man 
does not lead fo pleafant and cheerful a life as it 
might juftly be expedted he fliould ; the caufe of 
this weakly and difordered ftate may moreover lie 
in the natural frame of the body, or in difaftrous 
accidents, 01* in an antecedent irregularity of con¬ 
duct: The confequences of which always weaken 
the fenfibiBty to pleafurfc, or difturb and interrupt 

the 
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the enjoyment of it. Thence not unfrequently a 
variety of painful or otherwife difagreeable fenfa- 
tions, fpontaneoufly arife within, which obfeure 
the agreeable images of the mind, or entirely obli¬ 
terate them. Frequently fuch circumftances con¬ 
fine the exertion of our abilities, our activity in 
goodnefs, and likewife our fatisfa&ion in fuch 
works as we have happily completed, in the relief 
and fervice we may have afforded to others. Vir¬ 
tue may indeed alleviate to us thefe troubles and 
fufferings; {he can teach us, inafmuch as they are 
difpenfations of God, to view them in a more 
agreeable light, fhe can teach us to make a falu- 
tary ufe of them ; but fhe can neither entirely 
remove nor reverfe them. Let this teach you, my 
pious hearers, the value of health in regard to the 
nobleft the molt exalted pleafurcs of man ; and if 
you, who now enjoy this benefit, and are {fill in 
the flower of your age, if you wifh to lead a truly 
contented and cheerful life in the fervice of virtue, 
and to experience all the bleflings fhe beftows : oh 
then let the prefervation of your health and your 
faculties be recommended to you, not only as a 
duty, but as the means to vivacity of mind and 
the moft diverfined pleafures; and be perfuaded 
that you can make no facrifice to moderation, efpe- 
cially in the early part of life, for which you will 
not afterwards be repaid a hundred fold. 

Another caufe why many perfons do not at all, 
or not completely enjo/ the pleafure that virtue 
ihould afford them, are the ftill uneffaced impref- 

fions 
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fions of their early education ; and the erroneous 
example by which they were brought up. He that 
has been educated and inftrufted by pious * indeed 
but too feverc and too little enlightened parents 
and tutors ; he that, in the firft years of his nur¬ 
ture, had about him pirfons, honeft indeed, but 
of a bafhful, retired and anxious difpofition; he 
who perceives that although both the one and the 
other do nothing bad and omit nothing good, yet 
aft more from conftraint than with pleafure and 
fatisfaftion, more obfequioully than ingenuouily and 
with graceful eafe; who always hears more talk of 
facrifice and felf-denial, of erodes and fufferings, 
of renunciation and deftitution for the fake of 
goodnefs ; to whom the clanger of finning and of 
falling (hort of the mark of perfection, is repeatedly 
magnified, the prefent world fo often difplayed on 
its contemptible fide, and the lot of the pious in it 
as generally woeful and calamitous: he may indeed 
learn to honour virtue and to hearken to her pre¬ 
cepts; but feldom will fhe thoroughly gain his 
affeftion, and ftill feldomer will he experience the 
entire felicity of her fervice. She will always in 
his eyes have more the appearance of an auftere 
imperious miftrefs, than of a mild obliging friend. 
He will ever be aftuated more by fervile than by 
filial fentiments; will often torment himfelf with 
groundlefs fcruples and doubts, often be in dread 
of imaginary dangers, will always prefer the ex¬ 
treme of lenity in his judgments and his behaviour, 
and be too apt to think himfelf incapable or un- 
5 worthy 
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worthy of the pleafure that virtue offers him, or 
afraid to furrender himfelf too much to the enjoy¬ 
ment of it. Let thefe remarks ferve as a warning 
to fuch of you as are parents, preceptors and tu¬ 
tors ! Strive to render virtue no lefs amiable than 
refpettable to your children, your fcholars and 
pupils, fo foon as they are capable of knowing and 
feeling any thing of it. Make them acquainted 
with it at once as the fureft guide to happinefs, as 
the bed comforter, as the only difpenfer of joy to 
man. Never fpeak to them without cheerfulnefs, 
without heartfelt complacency, of her demands 
and effects. Practife her precepts never but with 
readinefs and fatisfaction in their prefence, and let 
them fee and remark that you are never more con¬ 
tented and gay, than when you have done or pro¬ 
moted fome good. Endeavour at the fame time to 
give them right notions of God, of the world and 
of the prefent life; and accuftom them nowhere to 
overlook the beautiful and good, and to view all 
things in the mild and benign light that wifdom 
and religion diffufe around them. So will virtue 
and pleafure, duty and joy, always more intimately 
be connected in their ideas and apprehenfions, and 
in the fequel of their lives the more furely excite 
and accompany each other. 

A third but too common caufe why many a friend 
of virtue fo little knows and fo fparingly enjoys the 
pleafures that Ihould belong to him, is a too de¬ 
fective, too often violated virtue. He that is not 

fully 
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fully decided in favour of virtue, and has not en¬ 
tirely devoted himfelf to her fervice; he that does 
not proceed firmly and intrepidly along the way 
fhe Ihevvs him, but is {till ever and anon looking 
back with fecret pleafure to his former deviations, 
and indulges himfelf in them for a longer or a 
fhorter time; he therefore wlw oftener or fel- 
domer, ads againft his confcience, omits or ne¬ 
glects his duty, allows himfelf in greater or finalier 
irregularities and trcfpafles, or relapfcs into the fins 
and frailties that formerly fwayed him : he cannot 
indeed, with all his other good qualities and endea¬ 
vours, always, can never entirely, never in full 
meafure, enjoy the delights of virtue. There is 
yet too much verfatility and inconfiftency in his 
character and his behaviour, 'and he has too feldom 
reafon to be thoroughly fatisfied with himfelf, w ith 
what he is and does. And virtue will not lavifh 
her favours on inconftant and fickle friends. She 
is jealous of her rights; fhe requires undivided 
love. The relifh of her joys pre-fuppofes fufeepti- 
biliry, and that, with fuch a viciffitude of light and 
darknefs, of zeal and negligence, is extremely 
fmall. No, my dear friends, would ye be tho¬ 
roughly capable of the pleafures of virtue; would 
ye _have them to your portion; form yourfelves 
entirely aft&r her mind, follow every fuggeftion fhe 
gives you, and obferve all her precepts with un¬ 
remitted care and unfhaken fidelity. You muft 
firflibw and plant before you can reap; firft. be 

confirmed 
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confirmed in the love of goodnefs and be expert 
in the practice of it, before you have a right to 
demand all the benefits arifing from it. The more 
acquainted and familiar you are with virtue ; the 
longer you have remained in her fervice, the more 
you have done and facrificed for her; the more 
worthily you maintain the character of her votaries 
and friends: the more furely and completely will 
Ihe enable you to relifh all the joys and bleffings 
which we can ever promife ourfclves in her com¬ 
pany and converfe. 

A fourth and that the moil fertile caufe why 
many good perfons do not enjoy the pleafures of vir¬ 
tue in that degree which they might and fhould, 
are various prejudices, various falfe or miftiken no¬ 
tions concerning the moft Important obje&s. Thefe 
are, wrong notions of God ; wrong notions of vir¬ 
tue ; wrong notions of pleafure ; wrong notions of 
the end and aim of the prefent life; wrong no¬ 
tions of the fpirit and views of chriftianity. Let us 
more nearly infpect thefe feveral obftru&ions to 
blithe and genial virtue, in order that we may be 
able to avoid them. 

The firlt that prefent themfelves, then, are un¬ 
juft or falfe conceptions of God which diminilh the 
enjoyment of the pleafures of virtue with fuch num¬ 
bers of perfons. God requires of us virtue, and 
he is the author of all our happinefs. How much 
then mull depend on the ideas we form of him ! 
And how gloomy, how much more adapted to excite 

apprehenfion 
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apprehenfion and terror than love and confidence are 
thefe conceptions of deity with many otherwife well 
meaning pcrfons! But too often they conceive of 
God merely as the Eternal, the Infinite, the Al¬ 
mighty, the Supreme, the perfectly Holy; feel in 
all its extent the immenfe interval that is between 
him and them ; fink as it were under the preflure 
of this fentiment; and withal forget that he is at 
the fame time, the Allwife, the Allgracious, the 
Supremely benign and merciful, that he is effential 
love. But too often they conceive of him as an 
auftcre matter, as an inexorable judge and avenger, 
ever inclined to purifh not only every fin and every 
crime, but every failing and infirmity ; and are far 
too much affrighted at his rigid juftice, which is 
however nothing elfe but wile kindnefs, to be able 
to foothe and cheer themfelves in the confcioufnefs 
of a defective virtue and an imperfect obedience, 
which yet all human virtue and all human obe¬ 
dience is. But too often they imagine that God 
iffues his commands to mankind rather as a proof 
of his fovereign authority over them, than for the 
advancement of their happinefs ; and therefore they 
fo feldom cheerfully comply with them, and are 
fo feldom truly happy in the obfervance of them. 
Be upon your guard againft thefe iniftaken notions, 
my dear friends, as you would obey God with de¬ 
light, or, which is the fame thing, if you would 
enjoy the pleafures of virtue. Learn to know and 
•to revere the deity as a fovereign who prefcrib.es 

laws 
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laws to his fubjects folely for their own good, and 
exactly proportions his demands to their circum- 
ftances and abilities. Learn to think of him as an 
infpeCtor and judge, who requires only fincerity 
and reCtitude, but not faultlefs perfection; and 
whofe infpeCtion and judgment is not terrible but 
comfortable, to the honeft and fincere, though 
they have a lively fenfe of their frailties and defects. 
Learn to know and to love him as the Father, the 
kind, the tender, the condefcending, the indulgent 
father of mankind, who intends the welfare of all his 
children upon earth, who has defigned them not 
for forrow, but for joy, not for mifery, but for hap- 
pinefs, by all his commands intends merely to guide 
them to that objeCt, and looks down upon them 
with paternal complacency when they enjoy fatis- 
faCtion and pleafure on the path of duty and of virtue. 
Be concerned to have a deeper fenfe of his amiable 
and venerable perfections, a more lively faith in his 
promifes, and a ftronger determination or will to 
his fervice. Confider him as the inexhaultible 
fount of light, of good, of happinefs; as aCting in 
the joint characters of father, friend and governour, 
imparting an endlefs variety of bleiTmgs to his ra¬ 
tional offspring, and fupplying them with every¬ 
thing necelfary to the full completion of their hap¬ 
pinefs. By the divine blefling on fuch confidera- 
tions your minds will be more open to the per¬ 
ception of truth, and habitually difpofedto love and 
adore him, who is great and amiable beyond all 

comparifon. 
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companion, beyond all comprehenfion; in whom 
perfect power, wifdom and goodnefs effentially 
dwell, and perpetually aft in the moll confummate 
harmony. To contemplate the deity in thefe views, 
and to cultivate thefe difpofitions towards him, will 
be the belt, the moll delightful employment of 
your nobleft powers, will render you increafmgly 
virtuous and happy through all the rifing grada¬ 
tions of an endlefs duration. 

Not lefs detrimental to the cheerful enjoyment of 
the pleafures of virtue are fecondly the unjuft:, the 
falfe ideas that are formed of virtue itfelf. What 
is it elfe, in the fight and in the judgment of num¬ 
bers of perfons, but another name for aufterity and 
abltinence, an abftinence from the innocent plea¬ 
fures and accommodatioi^ of life; for perpetual 
renunciation of all that we prize and love, that is 
valuable and dear to us, an abnegation of our moll 
natural inftinfts, appetites and affeftions ? What 
is it in their eyes but a grievous conftraint put upon 
them; an anxious folicitude about every ftep and 
motion, a folemn pondering of every word and ac¬ 
tion ; a continual ftruggle and conflift with onefelf 
and with external objefts ? How can we thus be 
enamoured of virtue ? How can there be any fatif- 
faftion in following her precepts" pretendedly fo au- 
ftere ? But how erroneous is this idea! How much 
is virtue disfigured and dilhonoured by it! No fhe 
is nothing lefs than fuch a hideous fpeftre, than fuch 
a tyrannical miftrefs, than fuch a cruel difturber. 

Doubtlef6 
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Poubtlefs fhe demands abftinence of us, but only 
from hurtful, ignominious, difgraceful things and 
actions; and if {he do demand abftinence of us on 
one fide, on the other fhe teaches us enjoyment, 
the grateful, bland enjoyment of all the beautiful 
and good that God has beftowed on us and others, 
and with which he has replenilhed the world. If 
{he preferibe to us felf-denial, it is not that we 
fliould do violence to our natural appetites and af¬ 
fections, but only renounce whatever is at enmity 
with our nature and our happinefs, what debafes 
and deftroys the former, and weakens and difturbs 
the latter. If fhe at times lay us under reftraint 
in this or the other particular, it is only in the view 
to help us to the poffeflion and enjoyment of true 
liberty, or to fecure us in it. If fhe rouze us to 
vigilance and caution, it is not to infpire us with 
anxious and fervile dread, but to promote our fafety 
and repofe. If we are forced at times to fight in 
her fervice and to take up arms againft ourfelves, 
it is but rarely that we have occafion to refill, as 
the apoftle fpeaks, even to blood ; and this warfare 
is for the moll part only harafling to the novice 
in virtue, but not to him who has learnt to rule 
himfelf and to overcome the world, and to this con* 
Aid fucceeds fooner or later conqueft, and the 
placid, the blefled enjoyment of victory. No, my 
pious hearers, form not fuch miftaken notions of 
virtue, take her for what ftie really is, if you would 
relilh and enjoy her pleafures. Virtue is pure 
vol. 1. x * truth 
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truth and order, freedom and hrength of mind ; 
tranquillity and contentednefs of heart. Virtue is. 
the predominant affe&ion for all that is true and 
beautiful and right and expedient, with the con¬ 
tinual aptitude and endeavour to do and to pro¬ 
mote whatever is in conformity with it, and this 
mufl. furely be much cafier than its oppofite, much 
more natural and agreeable to the uncorrupted man, 
or the man improved by religion. 

A third clafs of falfe or but partially true ideas, 
that difturb mankind in the cheerful enjoyment of 
the pleafure of virtue relates to the pleafure itfelf, 
its real quality and its moral worth. Either we 
expeft from virtue pleafures which fhe does not 
promife, and which (he cannot difpenfe ; or we do 
not fuffidently underhand and appretiate thofe 
which are proper to her; or we are prepoffeffed 
againft pleafure in general. One while we expect 
virtue to yield us nothing but very fenfible, lively, 
ravilhing pleafures ; a hate in which one agreeable, 
blifsful fenfation preffes upon the other, and the 
heart finks as it were under a fuccellion of extatic 
tranfports ; and if this does not enfue, as, from 
the limitation of our nature and our dependance on 
numberlefs outward things, it is impoffible it fliould, 
We find ourfelves deceived, and our belief in the plea* 
fures of a virtuous and religious conduct is un¬ 
hinged. At another time we are too much ha¬ 
bituated to the pleafures of fenfe, aferibe to them 
.loo igreat, an exclufive worth, have not yet a fuf- 
i ficient 
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ficicnt relifh for mental, moral pleafures, for the 
pleafures of reflection, of devotion, of filent me¬ 
ditation, which yet are the pureft and fublimeft of 
all ; and forafinuch as virtue encourages and pro¬ 
motes thefe greatly more than the former, is con¬ 
cerned far more for the perfection of our fpirit than 
for the gratification of our fenfes; fo we fail of 
enjoying in her fervice that fatisfaction which we 
had promifed ourfelves from it. Sometimes in 
fhort, we look upon pleafure in general as a dan¬ 
gerous affair, as not properly comporting with the 
gravity of a philofophcr, of a virtuous man, of a 
chriftian, and therefore regard with a fufpicious eye 
whatever prefents itfelf under that name and in that 
fhape. Be upon your guard, my pious hearers, 
againfl: thefe iniftaken notions, if you would be as 
happy as you may be by virtue. ExpeCt front it 
no pleafures, no joys, no happinefs incompatible 
with our prefent condition, of which we at prefent 
are not capable. Learn to prefer calm repofe and 
inward content to every boifterous amufement how¬ 
ever fafeinating. Purify, refine your tafte ; be con- 
ftantly elevating yourfelves more and more above 
what only charms and exhilarates the animal man ; 
give fcope to your feelings of the dignity and the 
high appointment of your fpirit, and ftudy ever 
more and more highly to prize whatever promotes 
its perfection and contentment. At the fame time 
contemn no pleafure if it be innocent, if it be 
not hurtful to yourfeif or others ; rather enjoy it 
x a with 
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with a gladfome mind; and be affined, that the 
cheerful and moderate enjoyment of it difhonours 
no creature that God Las deligned for happinefs; 
that ferioufnefs and joy may well fubfift together, 
and that even wifdoin and virtue are no fmall 
gainers by this connexion. 

Wrong notions of the end and defign of the 
prefent life compofe a fourth clafs of prejudices 
that hinder or diflurb many well-difpofed perfons 
in the complete enjoyment of the pleafure that 
virtue might procure them. Whoever reprefents 
to himfelf this earth, a cafe by no means unfre¬ 
quent, as in fome fort a place of banifhment, as a 
joylefs vale of tears, as the peculiar refidence of 
affli&ion and mifery ; whoever apprehends this life 
to be a place of fuch difeipline and preparation as 
is merely difeipline and preparation, to the exclu- 
Con of all real enjoyment, juft fuftaining us with 
the hopes of the future, and fitting us for the en¬ 
joyment of it; whoever perfuadcs himfelf, that here 
not only our principal or entire happinefs is not, 
but that no real happinefs at all is to be looked for 
or to be found: he will indeed be canftantly more 
difpofed to view all things on their gloomy fide, to 
fix his attention more on the evil than on the good, 
and to be more feelingly alive to the former than 
the latter, becaufe he is conftantly expefting that, 
and holds this, if not for impoffible, at leaft to be 
extremely rare. How therefore can the avenues 
of his heart ftand open to the pleafures which virtue 

offers 
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offers him, how can it thoroughly apprehend their 
value and calmly refign itfelf to the enjoyment of 
them ? No, form to yourfelves jufler notions of 
what man is and is defigned to be. Already here he 
is in a province of the kingdom of God, which is 
adorned with a thoufand beauties and benefits, all 
inviting him to enjoyment. Already here he is 
defigned to reap a part of the fruits of his labour, 
already here enjoy true happinefs, though the full 
harveft, the higher and higheft happinefs, await 
him not till after this life. Already this fubordinate 
ftage of his exiftence confifts of ends as well as 
means conducing to ultimate ends of a fuperior or¬ 
der ; he is here, not merely and alone for the fake 
of the future, but alfo for the fake of the prefent; 
and godlinefs, religious virtue, has as well the pro- 
mifes of the prefent as of the future life. Remem¬ 
ber, that joy or rejoicing, is properly a mafeuline 
and fevere thing ; the recreation of the judgment, 
the jubilee of reafen. 

Laftly, my pious hearers, the cheerful enjoyment 
of the pleafures of virtue by no means militates 
with the fpirit and views of chriftianity. On this 
head we too often confound times and circum- 
ftances, applying that to all chriltians which was 
only meant of fome, and principally of the firfl 
confeffors of Jefus. Thus, when the way of chrif- 
tion virtue is represented in the gofpel to be narrow 
and toilfome; when the difciples of our lord are 
required to take up their crofs and to follow him in 

x 3 fufferingsj 
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fuffermgs; when it is faid, that the pious muft 
through much tribulation enter into the kingdom 
of God ; when we find it written, he that would 
live godly in Chrift Jefus muft fuffer perfecution : it 
is but too common thence to infer that true chrif- 
tians fhould in a manner renounce all pleafurc, that 
they fhould be more obnoxious to calamities and 
troubles than other men, and fhould be content to 
pafs their lives in grief and affliction. But true as 
this was in regard to very many of the firft difciples 
and followers of Jefus, yet it can never be applica¬ 
ble to more peaceful times, like ours, and neither 
does it refult from the fpirit and defign of chrif- 
lianity. No, if chriftianity require a greater and 
purer virtue of us than of other men, it alfo 
promifes and yields us greater and purer joys. 
Jf at times it demand of us the facrifice of fome 
outward intereft, it compenfates this lofs by the gain 
of far nobler advantages. Befides the whole of its 
tenour and purport is calculated to encourage man¬ 
kind and not to dejeft them, to infpire them with 
courage and'confidence, not with fear and alarm, 
to footh not to ruffle their mind, to open to them 
new fources of pleafure, and to purify and ren¬ 
der more abundant thofe that they already have. 
Make not fhipwreck of your faith ; enjoy all things 
with thankfgiving and confidence; be ever elated 
in mind ; be of good cheer even in tribulations ; re¬ 
joice in the Lord alway, and again I fay, rejoice j 
the kingdom of God confiflsnot in meats and drinks, 

but 



ENJOY NOT MORE PLEASURE. 3 11 

but in righteoufnefs, peace and joy in the holy 
ghoft ; this is the language, this the true fpirit of 
chriftianity, and it is our own fault if we mifappre- 
hend it, and then complain of the want of fatisfa&ion 
and pleafure. 

And thefe, my pious hearers,, are the principal 
caufes that the pleafures of virtue are not enjoyed 
by all virtuous perfons, and perhaps only by a fmall 
portion of them in a high degree and in full mea- 
fure. Virtue is therefore perfectly innocent of this 
defect. She is and remains the mod bountiful 
difpenfer of joy to man ; but (he obtrudes not her 
bleflings upon him. She offers them to him ; Ihe 
invites him to the enjoyment of them ; but he mull 
not millake them, muft not Ihut his heart againft 
their influence, mull not render himfelf incapable 
of enjoying them by an erroneous behaviour or 
prejudice. And furely, my dear friends, thefe plea¬ 
fures of virtue highly deferve to be fought after 
by us, that we ihould take pains to obtain them, 
that we Ihould be ever making ourfelves more 
fufceptible of them, that we jfhould carefully ob¬ 
viate everything that may ravilh them from us, 
that may weaken them, that may render them lefs 
delicious to us : and the more diligent we are in 
all thefe refpetts, the more furely will our expec¬ 
tations be fulfilled ; the more experiences and the 
more bleffed experiences fhall we have of the truth 
of our text: The ways of virtue are ways of 
pleafantnels, and all her .paths are peace. 

x 4 



SERMON XVf. 


The Value of Religion in General. 


Q O D, creator and father of mankind, never 
ought we to affemble in thy worfhip, never lift 
up our eyes and our hearts to thee, without feeling 
the value of the happinefs, the ineftimable happi- 
nefs with which thou haft favoured us as thinking, 
rational, moral creatures capable of communion 
with thee! Yes, that we can raife our minds to 
thee, the firft, the greateft, the moft perfect of all 
beings j can know thee, know thee as our creator 
and father; that we can love thee, rejoice in thee, 
entirely repofe in thee, refign ourfelves entirely to 
thee, rely firmly on thee, continually expeft the 
belt from th|e, and can do all this as chriftians with 
confidence and fatisfa&ion: what happinefs, what 
felicity ! How it dignifies our nature! How bril¬ 
liant the profpefts it opens to us in the remoteft 
periods pf futurity! Ah, God, what darknefs would 
furround us, what doubts, what terrors would 
haunt us in life and in death, were we obliged to 

feek 
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feck after thee with anxious uncertainty and yet 
not be able to find thee; if the light of true religion 
did not enlighten us and guide us on the road of 
happinefs! And how confidently may we now 
purfue our path of life! How cheerful and con¬ 
tented travel onwards! How undauntedly behold 
its end approaching! Yes, this is life eternal, 
eternal happinefs, that we know thee, the only true 
God, and Jefus Chrift whom thou haft fent! Eter¬ 
nally praif'd be thy bounty, o merciful Father, for 
having brought 11s to this knowledge, for having 
fo glorioufly revealed thyfelf to us by all thy works, 
by thy fon Jefus; that through him thou art come 
fo near, art fo vifible to us! Oh that we might 
never fail of perceiving the value of thefe graces ; 
have a conftant and lively fenfe of them and conftant- 
ly apply them to the bed the worthielt ufe! How 
wife, how virtuous, how happy fhould we be! How 
rapidly, how feeurely proceed from perfection to 
perfection; ah then do thou deign to add grace to 
grace, benefaction to benefaction. Let the boon 
which thou halt granted us by religion, be ever 
jncreafing in important, in more falutary effects to 
our fouls. Let us always more experimentally 
feel its power to our improvement |pfd tranquillity, 
and ever become capable and partakers of greater 
felicity. In this behalf blefs the meditations we are 
now to begin upon it. Let the difeourfe of thy 
fervent find adraiflion into the hearts of his hearers, 

and 
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and make deep and lading impreflions on them. 
We alk it as the followers of thy fon Jefus, and 
addrefs thee further in his name : Our father, &e. 


JOHN XVII. 3. 

This is life etera;i!, that they might know thee tile only true 
God, and Jcfus Chriil, whom tiiou hull fent. 

R EI JGION, my devout audience, — I fpcak of 
true religion, founded on reafon and revela¬ 
tion, — religion is very differently judged of by dif¬ 
ferent perfons. One man deems it of little or no 
value, and another efteems it beyond all price. 
The former holds it to be a troublefome and fruit- 
lefs employment of the mind; while the latter 
maintains it to be the moft important, the moll 
blefied concernment of the heart and life. To the 
former it is a heavy and oppreflive yoke, which he 
endeavours by all means to fhake off, a grievous 
reftraint upon his freedom and inclinations, a com¬ 
mon difturber, whom he keeps aloof from as far 
as he can; to the latter it is a gentle monitor, a 
beneficent generous friend and comforter, the mofl 
fertile fource of fatisfa&ion and joy. The former 
therefore meddles but feldom with it, confines it to 
certain times and places, and finds neither comfort 
nor benefit in it; the latter never lofes it out of 
fight, makes it his conftant companion and guide 

along 
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along the dubious journey of life, and is continually 
receiving refrefhment, pleafure and affiftance from it. 

And vve, my dear friends, to which of thefe two 
claffes of perfons do we belong ? What is religion 
to us ? flow much value has it in our eflimation ? 
Of what importance is it to our heart ? What in¬ 
fluence has it on our lives ? At leaft we cannot be 
altogether indifferent about it; otherwife we fhould 
not frequent the affemblies of the devoted fervants 
of God and Chrift; fhould there difeover neither 
attention nor fentiment; and not do many things 
which we now do, nor negledt many others which 
we now neglect. But whether we perceive it in all 
its worth; whether we revere it as the moft pre¬ 
cious boon of heaven; whether we prize it as 
highly as it deferves; whether it be as dear, as 
profitable, and as comfortable to us, as v it might 
and fhould; are queftions which 1 can only anfwer 
for myfeif, and not for others. Religion is to me 
the moft important, the moft indifpenfable, the moft 
exalted objedt of which I can frame an idea, the 
greateft largefs for which I ftand indebted to hea¬ 
ven. It guides me more fafely than any other 
light; it affords me more utility and comfort, 
makes me more contented and blithe, than any 
other knowledge or fcience, privilege or poffeffion, 
is able to do. Nor can I once forget its value, or 
in the fmalleft degree depart from its diredtions to 
virtue and happinefs, without fuffering manifold 
fpoliation and detriment. 

May 
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May this, my dear friends, be the judgment 
paffed by all of you, from inward conviction and 
experience, on the value of religion! For this 
valuation precifely flits it, and every one that 
rightly apprehends and fincerely follows its pre¬ 
cepts, mult and will find it prove what I have pro¬ 
nounced it to be. Every one will confefs, with our 
faviour in the text: This is life eternal, this is in¬ 
deed the way to true felicity, to know thee the only 
true God, and Jefus Chrift, whom thou haft fent! 
However, let us examine the matter itfelf impar¬ 
tially, let us ponder the value of religion. This 
will confirm its votaries in the juft judgment they 
pafs upon it, and perhaps infpire even its fcorners 
with a deference for it. There are two particulars 
whereon to this end we fhould refled. 

The firft is, how our religion fhould be framed, 
and how we fhould be difpofed towards it, that it 
may be of really great value to us. The other, 
whence it obtains this value, or wherein it confifts. 

Religion that is founded on error, and degene¬ 
rates into dire fuperftition; religion which confifts 
in empty rites and ceremonies, or in the fterile be¬ 
lief of incomprehenfible things; religion, which 
employs the underftanding merely as a fcience, as 
a theory of certain phsenomena in the phyftcal and 
moral world, but leaves the heart unimproved 
and untranquillized; religion which is not entirely 
moral, not immediately dire&ed to the improve¬ 
ment of mankind} or is eyen favourable to fm and 
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vice: fuch a religion has indeed no value; and 
far be it from me to praife it for its excellency, or 
to fay a word in its behalf. No, that religion alone 
which is built upon truth j which teaches us to 
know God and our relations to him, and to think 
and live conformably to it; which fupplies our 
manifold wants; which renders us wifer and better, 
and is adapted and pointed in all its parts to our 
perfection and happinefs: this alone has any real 
worth, this alone has any title to our profound 
veneration and molt cordial love. And of this 
kind is whatever we learn from the contemplation 
of the univerfe, and by rational meditation con¬ 
cerning God and the proper end of man; of this 
kind is that, in particular, which God himfelf has 
revealed to us of himfelf and his will, by bis fon 
Jefus. This is life eternal, to know thee, the only 
true God, and Jefus Chrilt, whom thou haft fent. 

But in order that this true, particularly that the 
chriftian religion, which we revere as the moft 
exprefs and perfeft medium of revelation, may 
poflefs that worth and excellence for us, or in 
reference to us, before all things we muft under- 
ftand it. We muft form juft and clear concep¬ 
tions of its contents,-of its views, of its doctrines, 
precepts, promifes. Neither the name, nor the 
confeffion of religion, nor a blind veneration for it, 
will make us the wifer and better and happier. It 
does not operate upon us like a magical charm, 
without our knowledge or concurrence, but only 
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in proportion as we under Hand it, reflcft upon 
it, and effectually pradtife it. Attend therefore, 
o man, attend in this dcfign to'the voice of God 
in nature, to the voice of thy creator and father, 
who fpeaks to thee in all his works ; and adhere to 
the writings of the evangdifts and apofllcs, who 
deliver to thee the doctrine of Jefus in its primitive 
fimplicity and purity. If thou grant an attentive 
audience to that voice, and draw truth from thefe 
living fprings, then will religion appear to thee free 
from all human commixtures and appendages, will 
appear to thee under the molt venerable form, in 
her majeftic unvarnifhed beauty, as a daughter of 
heaven, whom the Father has fent to mankind for 
their confolation upon earth. 

Are we farther ddirous that religion fliould be 
really and eminently valuable to us, we muff be 
affurcd of its truth, of its celeftial origin. We mull 
believe it, and believe it on principle, with fatis- 
fying certainty. So long as I remain doubtful in 
this refpect; fo long as I take its doctrines for only 
probable cohjedtures, its precepts for well-meant 
ufeful rules of life, its promifes for defirable events; 
fo long may I eafily efteem and admire it to a cer¬ 
tain degree, and it may have a certain influence on 
my fentiments and my condudt: but I lhall not 
experience its whole force to my improvement 
and pacification; I lhall not become fo good and 
fo happy as I may and fliould, till I recognize its 
dodbmes to be truths of demonftration, its precepts 

the 
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the laws of my paramount fovereign and judge, and 
its promifes as infallible affurances of the true and 
unchangeable God. This belief only then makes 
religion intrinfically facred and important to me; 
this belief only then gives it the refpeCt and autho¬ 
rity it neceffarily ought to have, when I adopt it 
as the regulator of my heart and the guide of . my 
life. 

Yet even this is not enough. Would we have it 
to be to us, and to perform for us, what it is or¬ 
dained to be and to perform, then mull we not 
only underhand and believe it, but fuffer ourfelves 
to be actually led and conducted by it. We mult 
follow its directions to virtue and happinefs, be 
animated by its fpirit, and fquare our whole be¬ 
haviour by its precepts. Religion requires obe¬ 
dient and teachable difciples: ihe inftruCts, fhe im¬ 
proves, flie confoles us, but not againft our will 
and without our co-operation. To our mind, al¬ 
ways inquifitive and panting after reft, Ihe offers the 
molt falutary food; but we muft tafte and enjoy 
this food, if we would have it to ftrengthen and 
refrefh us. She would lead us by the hand on the 
path of virtue and happinefs} but we muft actually 
walk that path, and purfue it with a firm and 
fteady ftep, if we would have her for our com¬ 
panion, and be Aicouraged by her afiiftance. She 
promifes us light, help and confolation; but we 
muft accept and ufe that light, that help, that fup- 
port, if we would profit by her offers. Woukfft 

thou 
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thcu then learn how properly to eftimate the value 
of religion, o man, furrender thyfelf wholly to her 
dire&ion, fubmit thyfelf to her guidance at all 
times, in all places, under all events. Think con- 
ftantly as Ihe teaches thee to think; do conftantly 
that which (lie orders thee to do; abide ftedfaftly 
by that which fhe tells thee and promifes thee on 
the part of God. Separate not from her in thy 
ordinary, thy daily courfe of life. Coniine her not 
to the times and places confecrated to the offices of 
devotion. Make her not merely thy lafL reiource 
and comforter in diftrefs. She defpil’es the votaries 
and friends, who only flee to her in misfortune, in 
iiftlefs melancholy hours, but drop all acquaintance 
with her when fuccefs fmiles upon them. No, ffie 
mull be thy counfellor in all thy undertakings and 
affairs, thy companion in folitude and in fociety, 
thy intimate and bofom friend in profperity and in 
adverfity, in life and in death! Then wilt thou 
recognize her entire worth, and receive more fub- 
ftantial benefit from her, than from anything what¬ 
ever befides that has a tendency to foothe and 
exhilarate mankind. 

And how great, my dear friends, how great 
indeed, is the value of religion to him who thus 
underftands it, thus trufts to it, thus reduces it to 
practice, and thus intimately' bfends it with his 
whole fyftem of thought and fenfation 1 Oh could 
I reprefent to you her value, as I feel it myfelf, 
and render her as important to your minds and 

your 
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your hearts, as fhe is to me! It is religion that 
makes me wife; fhe makes me good ; fhe makes 
me contented and cheerful; fhe teaches me how 
to ufe and enjoy the prefcnt; fhe opens to me the 
lovelied profpeCts in futurity, there promifes me 
higher, eternal felicity, and renders me actually 
qualified for it. Knowledge of truth, inclination 
and ability to good, a calm, contented heart, mode* 
ration in profperity, comfort and refolution in ad* 
veriiiy, hope and aJurance in life and in death: 
thefe are thy gifts, o religion, and how precious, 
how indifpenfable to my happincfs ! 

Yes, religion makes me wife; it leads me to the 
knowledge of truth, the moll important, the mod 
indifpenfable, the moft facred truth! Without her, 
I fhould walk in darknefs, wander to and fro in a 
labyrinth of doubt, ignorant of my origin, mif- 
taking my object; all that furrounds me, all that 
happens to me and to others, would be a myftery, 
an inexplicable myftery to me. Effects without 
caufes, means without end, faculties without ade¬ 
quate objects, numberlefs feries and confequences 
of things deftitute of an intelligible connection, 
beauty and order produced from chance; virtue 
and vice, life and death at inceflant llrife; moral 
creatures without controul, an immenfe univerfe 
without a governor and ruler: fuch would be the 
appearance of vifible things to me, and how mud 
fuch a view diftradt my mind! In what a dreadful 
abyfs of doubt and defpondency mud it overwhelm 
vol. i. y me l 
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me ! Loft among the innumerable multiplicity of 
things which belong to this univerfe, alone and 
abandoned ainidft all the living creatures that fur- 
round me, I ftiould have nothing whereon to fix; 
nothing wherein to trull; nothing that could lead 
me with fafety in my thoughts and purfuits; no¬ 
thing that I could confider as the fixt object 
of my willies, my defires, my endeavours; no¬ 
thing that could unite me with other beings and 
things! Like a child, which cruelty or accident 
had abandoned on its birth, I fhould not know to 
whom I was beholden for my being and my life, 
from whom 1 might expect the fupport of it, who 
would adopt me, to whom I might look up for 
prote&ion and help and parental love! 

But thou, o divine religion, thou freeft me from 
this diftreffing perplexity ; thou leaded me forth 
from this labyrinth of doubt; guided me in the 
way of truth and affurance. Thou teacheft me to 
know my God, and the facrcd relations in which I 
Hand to him. Thou giveft an author, a preferver, 
a ruler, a father, to me and to the univerfe ; and 
thus diffufeft light over all things, combined all 
together, reduced all to life and order, giveft 
importance and dignity to all. I now perceive that 
l am no longer abandoned and forlorn in the im- 
menfity of fpace; am no longer a pitiable atom, 
the fport of diverfe and cafual impulfes of chance or 
fete; no longer an iufignificant, feeble, wretched 
creature, dependant on nothing, ignorant of its 
i origin 
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.origin and end ; wandering, without protector or 
guide, through the wildernefs of life, this day or 
the next to become a prey to death. Under thy 
directions I have difeovered God, have found in 
him a father, the wife ft, the beft of fathers, who 
knows and loves me •, and I am his creature, his 
child, am formed after his likenefs, am capable of 
his correfpondence, am and live and fubfift in him 
and by him; underftand to what purpofe he has 
fafhioned and ordained me; dwell under his in- 
fpection and care; know his tender difpofitions 
towards me, and nothing can deftroy the bleffed 
connexion which unites me with him, the Immu¬ 
table and Eternal. 

And how differently now docs every object ap¬ 
pear to me! What a totally different, what a 
brighter and more cheerful afpett does the world 
now wear to me, and how its magnificence and 
beauty exalt and rejoice my fpirit! Now I know 
and revere a firft, eternal, fupremely perfect caufe 
of all that is and was and will be; a God from 
whom, through whom, and to whom are all 
things; a God praifed and magnified by every 
particle of matter, every plant, every beaft, every 
man, every fpirit, the heavens and the earth, as 
the Almighty, the Allwife, as him who is effenfial 
love. I now behold, on all Tides, as far as my 
eye furveys and my penetration can extend, one 
continued feene of beauty, fymmetry and order; all 
around me the wifeft, the moll benevolent defigns,, 
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and the fitteft means for their accomplilhment; 
on all fides life and joy and happinefs, here in 
tendency and in bud, there in bloom and in ma¬ 
turity. Now all things depend in the clofeft and 
moft intimate union on each other, the fmall and 
the great, the vifible and the invifible, the grain 
of fand on the fea-fhore and the allcheering orb of 
day; all is the work of one foie, fupremely per- 
fe& mind; all form but one whole; in which the 
natural and the moral, the good and the bad, the 
prefent and the future, are indiflolubty knit and 
interwoven together; in which nothing is unnecef- 
fary, nothing redundant, nothing unintended, no¬ 
thing abfolutely bad and hurtful; a whole, fup- 
ported and maintained, difpofed and guided by its 
infinite author himfelf, and wherein all is tending 
to the greateft poflible perfection and happinefs. 
And to know this, to be affined of thefc moft fu- 
blime, moft fruitful, moft comfortable truths, as 
the clue to our reflections and refearches, as the 
rule of our behaviour, as the ground of our de¬ 
fires and hopes, is this not wifdom ? is it not 
greater, fublimer wifdom, than all elfe that bears 
the name ? And muft not the religion which leads 
us to this wifdom, be of ineftimable value to 
us? muft it not be the moft venerable boon of 
heaven ? 

As religion makes me wife, my pious hearers, it 
alfo renders me good; and this is a fecond proof 
of its fuperior worth and excellency. Religion is 

the 
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the bond of love, the intimate tie of union be¬ 
tween the creator and his creatures, and between 
all thinking, fenfible and rational creatures with 
each other, the principle of the clofeft connexion 
of the natural with the moral world, and the pre- 
fent with the future. And this love, this connec¬ 
tion, this union, produces, in every human heart 
it animates, new fpiritual life, frefh inclination and 
ability to all good; more fpiritual vigour, more 
inclination and ability to duty and to virtue, than 
any other confideration, any other relation of 
things could do. And furely, my dear friends, 
when I know and venerate 3 God, who is my 
creator, my preferver, my benefa&or, my father, 
my fovereign and my judge, and who has given 
me laws and annexed the mod glorious rewards to 
the obfervance of them, the fevered punifhments 
to the violation of them; what vafl: authority mud 
thefe laws have over me! How facred, how in¬ 
violable, mud they be to me ! And if I perceive 
this God, this father, on all fides in his works; 
on all fides hear his intruding, his encouraging, 
his warning voice; feel myfelf on all fides encom- 
paffed by him and the effects of his wifdosn and 
goodnefs; revere him, wherever I am, in the 
thickeft darknefs no lefs than in the brighteft day, 
as the witnefs of my thoughts and actions: how 
{hall I dare to think or to- do anything that mili¬ 
tates with his will, or negled anything that he has 
enjoined me ? How can 1 be deficient in courage 

y 3 ' and 
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and ability, in his prefence and under his infpcc- 
tion, to do, and readily to do, what is right and 
fit and in every cafe the belt ? And if I love this 
God, this father, as religion teaches me, with filial 
affeftion, think on him and raife myfelf to him 
with cordial fatisfa&ion, rejoice in his exigence, 
in his prefence, in his benefits, in his difpofitions 
towards me and his connections with me: how 
eafiy and agreeable will it be to me to keep his 
commandments, to promote his defigns, and to 
work as it were in fellowlhip with him for ad¬ 
vancing the univerfal perfection and felicity of hie 
kingdqm ! 

But as religion connects the creatures with the 
creator, fo likewife docs it connect the creatures 
with each other; fo does it unite 111c alfo w ith all 
my fellow'-creatures; it informs me that they are 
all children of my heavenly father, that we all com- 
pofe bur one large family, whofc father is God, and 
whofe firii-born brother is his l'on Jel'us. And it 
I believe this, if I have a confcious fenfe of this, 1 
then live among my own brothers and fitters, who 
have the fame origin and the fame deftination with 
myfelf: and then how mult the fight of every 
man, how mult the previous difpofitions, lhe ca¬ 
pacities, the abilities of,every man, the pleafures, 
the profperity, the merits of every man, delight 
me! And, if I am animated with that brotherly 
love towards them which religion alone can infpire, 
how impoffible will it be for me to deprive them 

of 
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of their property and privileges, or to difunite and 
injure them by any means whatever! ’How far 
from my heart will all pride, all coldnefs, all envy, 
all hatred be! How compaffionate fhall I be to¬ 
wards them, merciful as my father in heaven is 
merciful, beneficent as he is beneficent! And 
what duty towards my neighbour fhall I then 
neglect ? Which of them fhall I difeharge with¬ 
out fidelity and pleafure ? 

And if I now feel the whole weight of the love of 
God and of Chrift towards man, which the chrif- 
tian doctrine reprefents to us in fo affecting a man¬ 
ner ; if I have an inward fentiment of what great 
things God has done for me, how much his fon 
Jefus has facrificed and fuffered for me : if I take 
the temper and the life of this my deliverer for the 
rule of my conduCt; if I look up to him as my 
foi e-runner and chief, and firmly confide in his 
promifes ; if I ferioufly confider the intimate con¬ 
nection of the prefent with the future, and regard 
one as the preliminary to the other, one as the 
time of fow'ing and the other as the time of reap¬ 
ing; what incitement, what ability to everything 
that is right and proper, that is great and generous, 
muff all this afford me ! No, if religion make me 
not better, if it make me not a very good and vir¬ 
tuous man, I mull be incorrigible, mull have abdi¬ 
cated the dignity of reafon, muft have a completely 
infenfible and thoroughly depraved heart! And 
what a value muff this likewife give to religion in 

y 4 our 
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our efteem, if we do but in any degree apprehend 
the worth of moral goodnefs and virtue ! 

He that is wife and good, my pious hearers, may 
alfo be contented and cheerful ; and the religion 
that procures us thofe advantages, procures us like- 
wife thefe. Far from infpiring her true profeflors 
with fervile fear and gloomy terrors, (lie fills them 
with refolntion and courage. Far from being a 
didurber of joy, fhe unlocks to us the richeft 
fources of it, and invites us to enjoy them. Yes, 
if I follow her precepts and believe in her pro- 
mifes : tranquillity and joy inhabit my bread; then 
am I a flu red of my pardon, the forgivenefs of my 
fins, the good pleafure of my creator and fove- 
reign ; then my heart no more torments and con¬ 
demns me ; then I enjoy the blefiednefs of a good 
confidence. Yes, if I allow myfelf to be guided 
and conduced by her, and confider all things in 
the light which fhe diffufes over them: then am I 
fatisfied with all things; fatisfied with God, whom 
I know and revere as the wifeft and tendered fa¬ 
ther, and from whom I expedl only good and con- 
ftanily the bed ; fatisfied with all his conditutions 
and difpofals in the natural and the moral world; 
fatisfied with the fituation and the circumdances 
wherein he has placed me, with the portion of 
abilities and goods he has allotted me, with the 
events he has fufpended over me, knowing as I do 
that all this is adapted to my appointment and to 
pay happinefs; fatisfied with myfelf, confcious as I 

am 
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am of my uprightnefs and integrity, and if I even 
err, yet do not wilfully tranfgrefs, and am making 
nearer approaches to the mark of chriftian perfec¬ 
tion ; fatisfied with all my fellow-creatures, as I 
hate none, envy none, as I love them all, rejoice 
with all the good, and am patient and indulgent to 
the frail and infirm ; fatisfied with all things about 
me, as everything is, and is juft fo, as the All¬ 
wife and Allgracious u’ould have it to be! 

Nay, if I allow myfelf to be guided by the light 
of religion and to be animated by her fpirit, I find 
fources of joy opening to me on all tides, as pure 
as they are inexhauftible; then I poffefs more real 
joy than the greateft million of fortune can have, 
who knows not this giver of joy ; then I rejoice in 
God, my benefactor an ! father; rejoice in his fun 
Jefus, my redeemer and lord; rejoice in my capaci¬ 
ties and end •••.vments and my high deftinatlon; 
rejoice in all the beautiful and good that is and hap¬ 
pens in the world ; rejoice in all mankind as my 
brethren, as the children of my. heavenly father, 
as the partakers in my future felicity; rejoice in 
every animate and inanimate creature, as the crea¬ 
tures of my God; rejoice in vifible and invifible 
things, the prefent and the future; and rejoice 
that I am immortal, and may afTuredly expect an 
everlafting life, a never-ending felicity. And for 
this cheerful confidence, this fatisfaftion, thefe ma¬ 
nifold joys, I am indebted to religion. How can 

I fail 
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I fail of perceiving its worth; how can I mi flake 
its excellency ? 

Yes, flic it is, this divine religion, which con- 
duds, ftrengthens, comforts and exhilarates me, 
in all the viciiTsludes of mv fituaticn, in whatever 
I do, and in whatev er befalls me, in profperity and 
in adverfity, in life and in d:ath. She gives quite 
another appearance to all things ; fweetens every 
pleafure to me, and augments every good ; miti- 
.gates every trouble and alleviates every forrow; 
and never leaves me defiitute of inftruction, of 
fupport, of confolation and affifiance. If I enjoy 
fatisfaflion and pleafure, file exalts the enjoyment 
by infpiring me with the cheerful fentiment that it 
is God who grants me this fatis,faction and procures 
mo this pleafure. Have I various and important 
duties to fulfil, laborious affairs to tranfacl, fhe 
alleviates and dignifies them, by reprefc-nting their*, 
to me as commiflions from God, by affuring me 
that I am labouring in his fcrvicc, that I am dif- 
charging my trull under his infpection and with his 
approbation. Does an opportunity occur to me of 
doing good, of being ufeful and of promoting the 
happinefs of my fpedes, flic caufes me to feel the 
whole weight of the honour of being an inflrument 
in the hand of God, whereby he executes his de- 
figns', and diffeftiinates life and blefline amongft the 
human race. Do I meet with erodes and difap- 
jiointments on my way, do I fall into danger and 

diflrefs; 



THE VALUE OF RELIGION IN GENERAL. 33I 

diftrefs; flic bids me lift my eyes and my heart to 
heaven and implore and expect fuccour from him 
who does what he will both in heaven and on 
earth, and never wills anything but what is right 
and fit. Am I oppreffed by any burden of life; 
fhe bids me depend upon the fuccour of him who 
laid this load upon me, and to be allured that 
he will not impofe more on me than I am able 
to bear. Does any misfortune overtake me; I 
then adore in filent reverence, as inftrudted by 
religion, the hand of him who inflifts it upon me, 
who inflicts it upon me for wife and good purpofes, 
and without whofe permiflion no harm can happen 
unto me. Do alfliftions befall me, which I have 
not deferved, I accept them as the difpenfations of 
my God and father, with filial fubmiffion; revere 
them as the means of nurture and exercife, by 
which he would lead me to higher perfection; and 
I know that, fooner or later, all will turn to my 
good. Am I alarmed and perplexed at any ex¬ 
traordinary or terrifying events that happen in the 
world and among mankind; then, full of faith, I 
look up to him who governs all things, directing 
them by the laws of unerring wifdom, and tran¬ 
quillize my fpirit by the confideration that he will 
certainly at length finilh all things well. Do my 
honelt undertakings, my good and beneficent en¬ 
deavours, fail of fuccefs ; I then make an offering 
of my will to the far wifer and far better will of 
my God and father; fatisfy myfelf with the con- 
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fcio'ufnefs of having atted uprightly and well- 
pleafmg to him; and therefore reckon not my 
pains and labour for loft, becaufe I know that in 
his kingdom and under his adminiftration, nothing 
good can poffibly be loft. Do the infirmities of 
age opprefs me, attenuate my faculties, and weigh 
down my body to the earth ; I refign myfelf to that 
God, who in my infancy, in my childhood, in my 
youth, in my manhood, has never forfaken me, 
who has been conftantly my provider and my fa¬ 
ther, and will be fo for ever. Does death draw 
nigh me, bid me fet my houfe in order and prepare 
to quit all vifible and earthly things; I then hear 
the voice of my heavenly father calling me to him- 
felf, calling me from the prefent into another and 
a fuperior life, calling me home from my pilgri¬ 
mage. Conduced and fupported by religion, I 
cheerfully follow this call to the land unknown, 
enter with confidence the dark and filent path of 
death, pafs along it undifmayed, certain as I am 
that it termi%tes in the pureft light, in undecaying 
felicity to me. 

Thus am I taught, thus led, thus cheered, thus 
fupported and ftrengthencd, thus comforted by re¬ 
ligion, in profperity and in adverfity, in life and 
in death! Thus does fhe preferve her value in all 
times, in all places, in all circumftances, in regard 
to all my affairs, all my concerns and fortunes, 
invalpLbly continuing what ihe is; conftantly the 
teacher, the moft faithful guide, the beft 

comforter 
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comforter of man! Yes, o divine religion, that 
art thou, that wilt thou ever be to me, as thou 
haft hitherto been ! Ever my trueft friend, my 
infeparable companion along the path of life, the 
partaker of all my joys and forrows, my confola- 
tion in death, and my guide to the manfions of 
blifs ? Yes, o my maker, to know thee the only 
true God, the Allwife, the Allbountiful, the fa¬ 
ther of mankind, to know thee, and him whom 
thou haft fent, our faviour Jefus, this is life eternal, 
the fupreme, everlafring blifs ! 



SERMON XVII. 


The Value (fthc Chrijlian Religion in particular. 


OD, every living, intelligent being pants after 
thee. Of thee, all who have the happinefs to 
know thee feek light and folace and force and hope 
and felicity. And none of them pant after thee in 
vain. Thou revived and rejoiced them all, and 
conduced them all to their fuperior dedination. 
None feek of thee what they may not in full mea- 
fitre find with thee, and thou willingly letted thy- 
felf be found of them rhat diligently feek thee. 
Thou even prevented thy children with paternal 
benignity, invited them to thee, offered them all 
thy gifts and goods, and invited them to the cheer¬ 
ful enjoyment of them. As various and urgent as 
their wants, fo rich and inexhaudible are the 
fources of help and refrefhment thou opened to 
them. Father of compaffions, what bleffed ex¬ 
periences have we, thy human offspring, had of 
thy preventing grace and goodnefs J . .Who of us, 
how few of all the children of Adam fought thee, 
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fought affiftance of thee, while difconfolate under 
the ftrongoft fentiment of want and mifery, and thou 
fentcft to them thy fon from heaven to fupply thofe 
wants and to remove that mifery ? And how glori- 
tmfly haft thou holpen us through him! What 
light, what comfort, what life, what hope, what 
felicity has he brought from heaven to the earth! 
What happy alterations in our prefent ftate, and 
what exhilarating profpefts in futurity are we be¬ 
holden to him for! By him thou hall converted 
our penury into wealth, our mifery into happinefs, 
our forrow into joy, our wants into incitement and 
means to a bleffed enjoyment. By him and through 
him we find all things, that we could no where elfe 
have found. Oh praifed, for ever praifed be thy 
goodnefs, inoft merciful father, who half afforded 
. us this help ; by fending this deliverer and faviour, 
this comforter and giver of joy, and opening to us 
thefe well-fprings of life and happinefs through him ! 
And praifed, for ever praifed be thou, who didft 
come in the name of the Lord, difpelling the darkr 
nefs of mifery and defolation before thee, and 
fhedding light and .jov and blefling on the human 
race and alfo upon us I Bleffed be to us the me¬ 
morial of thy advent, and of the great work thou 
haft finifhed upon earth ! Yes, in thee and through 
thee are we blefTed ; and therefore we magnify 
thee and the Father, who gave thee to be a faviour 
. to us, with united and grateful hearts. O God, 
teach us thyfelf to apprehend the whole worth of 
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thy bounty and our happinefs, and worthily to ufe 
them. Let the mifery we bring upon ourfelves be 
ever diminishing among us, and true chridian hap¬ 
pinefs be ever increafmg. Accompany in this view 
the difcourfe of thy fervant with energy and blef- 
fing, open to it every avenue of our hearts, and 
caufe it there to make deep and lading impreflion. 
Bend thy propitious ear to thefe our petitions which 
we offer up unto thee, in the name and words of thy 
beloved fon, our lord : Our father, &c. 


JOHN X. lO. 

I am come that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly. 

'J'llE arrival of a perfon who promifes life, and 
more abundant life, that is, complete felicity 
to them to whom he comes, and is able to fulfill his 
promife, mud be mod definable to fuch as have ve¬ 
hement afpirations after happinefs, and at the fame 
time are oppreffed with the inward fenfe of their 
deditution of it! And who of us, my dear friends, 
can midake this wifhed-for perfon, who the happy 
people to whom he brought thefe joyful tidings ? 
How eager are all men after happinefs ; and how 
little true felicity, how much a&ual mifery, was 
there among mortals when Jefus made his ap¬ 
pearance in the world, and offered them delive¬ 
rance from mifery and the poffeffioa of that hap¬ 
pinefs 
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Jpinefs they had fo long been looking for in vain ! 
And with how great right could he make them 
this offer ! Knew he not all the fources of their 
happinefs ? Opened he not all of them to the hu¬ 
man race! Where is there one that- ever yet 
drew from thofe fources, and was deceived in his 
expectations ? And how many thoufands and thou- 
fands .again have actually drawn therefrom, and 
quenched their third: for happinefs! 

To us, my dear friends, thefe fources ftand open 
alfo; and we are invited to them by the Saviour 
who came into the world to impart life and more 
abundance of it. Let us then approach thefe wells 
of falvation, ftudy to know more of thefe bleffings, 
compare them with our wants and defefts; and 
then try whether we may not become happy like- 
wife, or whether we may not augment and improve 
our happinefs. 

What are then the principal wants of mankind ? 
And how can and will Jefus fupply them, and there¬ 
by render them happy ? To anfwer thefe queftions, 
my pious hearers, will be the fubje£t and fcope of 
my prefent difcourfe. 

Light for the underftanding; reft for the heart 5 
courage and ability to 1 * goodnefs; comfort in dif- 
treffes; hope for the future : thefe are the principal 
wants of man. Whoever fupplies thefe, delivers 
him from the burden of his mifery, opens to him 
the richeft fources of felicity, and makes him truly 
happy. And this the Saviour of mankind who 

vol. 1. z 


came 



THE VALUE OF THE 


3$ 8 

came into the world, both can and will perform. 
He can and will in all thefe refpedls give them life 
and more abundantly. 

Light for the underftanding, is the firlt and moll 
urgent want of the thinking man. To adt with con- 
fcioufnefs and confideration ; to refledl upon what 
he fees, what he hears, what he feels, what befalls 
him ; to inquire into the caufes and fcope of things; 
to look back upon the pall, to pry into futurity, and 
to compare them both with the prefent: is the na¬ 
tural employment, the moll effential privilege of 
man ; it is this which conftitutes him man. To in¬ 
quire after truth and to difcover the truth, is the 
life and the nutriment of his fpirit. But how long 
can he employ himfelf in fuch refledlions, without 
entangling himfelf in a labyrinth, whofe outlet he 
can never find ? How far can he proceed in the 
inveiligation and the knowledge of truth, ere he 
rulhes.upon fome precipice, which makes him re- 
coil with affright! How foon will he be deceived 
by error and the foolilh prepoffeffions of fancy, or 
tormented by doubt and uncertainty, if he have no 
faithful condudtor through the mazes of human 
thought! 

What am I, and what is all that furrounds me ?■ 
Whence am I, and whence has all this originated ? 
To what end am I, to what end is all this ordained ? 
What is to become of me, what is to become of all 
this ? Does intelligence prefide or cafualty, wif- 
dom or blind chance, in the concatenation of things, 
9 in 
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in the occurrences of the world, in the deftinies of 
mankind ? Are wifdom, virtue, happinefs real, 
attainable things, or only empty names ? Which 
is the way that leads to the knowledge of truth, to 
the pofleffion of virtue, to the enjoyment of happi-> 
nefs ? Is there a God ? Is there a Providence ? 
In what relation Hands this God to the world and 
to me ? How far does this Providence extend over 
the world and over me ? What have I in thefe 
refpects, to hope for or to fear ?—What queftions 
my dear friends! How difficult to be anfwered by 
the man that is left to himfelf! What error is too 
grofs for him to plunge into in inquiries like thefe! 
And yet how^Snportant is their decifion! What a 
torment muft all, rational refle&ion be to him, while 
they cannot be decided in a fatisfaCtory manner I 
Yes, here man feels the want of fome fafe guide, 
fome fuperior light. Here he longs for this con¬ 
ductor, for this light, as a pilgrim overtaken by the 
night in fome lone and tracklefs wild, longs for the 
dawn of day, or the appearance of fome faithful 
guide. 

Chriflians, this day has datfned upon us! God 
has fent to us from heaven this faithful guide! Jefus 
calls to us in our forlorn eftate: “lam the way, 
the truth and the life; I am the light of the world; 
he that followeth me walketh not in darknefs.” No, 
his divine doctrine has difperfed the darknefs of er¬ 
ror and of doubt, of ignorance and of fuperftition, 
with which the wife and the unwife, the learned and 
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the unlearned, were heretofore opprefled. It has 
brought concealed and miftaken truth to light, and 
what was but little, and that little only doubtfully 
•known, it has promulgated to all, and placed be¬ 
yond all doubt. It has brought us to the know¬ 
ledge of God, the true, the only God, and there¬ 
by given liability and aflurance to the human mind. 
By it enlightened, we know our origin and the ori¬ 
gin of all things, our dellination and that of all liv¬ 
ing and fenfitive beings. By it inltructed, we know 
that there is a God, a fupremely perfect fpirit, an 
infinitely wife and bountiful father of the world and 
of mankind, and that we are his creatures, his chil¬ 
dren ; that we and all things fubfi™ under his in- 
fpection and providential care; that all is difpofed, 
.condu&ed, governed, and all directed to the belt 
and worthieft purpofes by him. — And now cafualty 
and chance and blind neceffity with all their terrors 
vanilh from before our eyes. Now no intricacies- 
bewilder us, we are no longer perplexed by any ap¬ 
parent diforders and inconfiftencies in the combina¬ 
tion of things, in the complication of human defti : 
nies. Now light, order, beauty, perfection, are 
difplayed in all things ; for all are effects and ar¬ 
rangements of fupreme benignity and wifdom. 
The entrance to the fanftuary of truth, the moll 
important, moft comfortable truth, Hands open to 
us; the way of virtue is made plain and luminous, 
and leads us ftraight to the manfions of blifs, where 
we are invited to the enjoyment of their treafures. 

We 
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We have now a fafe clue to guide us through the 
labyrinth of afflictions, by means of which we* can 
avoid every fnare and precipice, avail ourfelves of 
every ray of light that appears to us, and proceed 

to meet an ever brighter day.-Yes, look unto 

Jefus for the fupply of your wants, all you who 
third; after the knowledge of truth. Apprehend 
his do&rine, adhere firmly to it, ftudy it in the writ¬ 
ings which his ineffengers have left us, improve 
your knowledge in it from day to day, trull to its 
declarations with ever increafing confidence; it can¬ 
not, it will not lead you wrong: it will conduft you 
to progreffively higher wifdom, and you will find 
complete fatisfaftion in it. 

Tranquillity for the heart; tranquillity under the 
fenfe of our weaknefs ; tranquillity amidll the vio¬ 
lence and impetuofity of our appetites; tranquillity 
under the confcioufnefs of our tranfgreffions and 
fins; tranquillity in the view of the apparently per¬ 
plexed courfe of things and of human mifery ; tran¬ 
quillity amidll the great inconllancy and caducity of 
all that is fonfible and earthly: what requifites, 
what urgent requifites are thefe my dear friends 1 
Who will fupply them ? Where lhall man feek 
and find this tranquillity ? In what fchool of phi- 
lofophy, in what temple of mirth, in what filent 
and folitary defert, or in what brilliant abode of 
pleafure and magnificence, in what rank, an which 
of the claffes of mankind, lhall he fearch after it and 
find it ? Ah how eamellly do both the wife and 
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the ignorant, both the high and the low, the rich 
and the poor, the reclufe and the voluptuary, 
ramble in queft of this tranquillity! With what 
eagernefs of expectation do they now flrike in¬ 
to this path and then into that; and, foured by re¬ 
peated difappointments, fooner or later return by 
the way that they went, fighing and alhamed of 
their credulity and folly, and joining at laft in that 
doleful complaint, All, all is vanity, is empty, is 
vexation of fpirit! 

But why, o infatuated race, why do you feck 
reft where it is not to be found ? Oh come to 
him, feek it of him, who has promifed to give 
you likewife in this refped life and more abun¬ 
dance of it; to Jefus who has reftored to the 
earth that reft which mankind had mifunderftood, 
and as it were banilhed from their hearts and their 
dwellings! Hear what he announces on the part 
of God to fuch as in fmcerity feek reft of him, 
and how he fupplies every want of the heart. 

O thou (it is thus that he addrefles mankind) who 
art fenfible of thy infirmities, let not that fentiment 
weigh thee down. God, thy fovereign, thy father, 
requires nothing of thee that thou art nqt able to 
afford. Never will he lay burdens on thee that are 
too heavy for thee to bear. Only exert thy facul¬ 
ties, they will grow ftronger by exercife. He who 
has, and faithfully employs what he has, will be 
ever receiving more. 1 'hou haft the Almighty for 
thy fupport; and his ftrength is mighty, above all 

expectation, 
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expectation, even in the feeble that look up to him 
and rely upon him. Here thou art ftill a child; 
hereafter, if thou only retain the fimplicity of a 
child, thou wilt arrive at manhood, and perform 
manly actions, fuch actions as I have performed. 

Doft thou feel appetites within thee, which none 
of all the things that furround thee are able to ap- 
peafe or to fatiate; oh learn from thence, that thou 
art not made for this world alone ; that greater ca¬ 
pacities and nobler faculties, than belong to the 
courfe of this terreftrial life, lie hid within thee. 
DireCt thy afpirations to God and to futurity ; let the 
love of truth, of virtue, of God, of man, pervade 
and poffefs thy heart. Thefe are goods and felici¬ 
ties that are worthy of thy moll ftrenuous efforts, 
that will employ all thy faculties and powers, that 
leave neither difguft nor languor, nor wearifome 
exhauftion and furfeit behind them. At the fame 
time manfully maintain the warfare againft the appe¬ 
tites and the paflions. The prize that awaits.thee is 
worth the conflict. He that here contends and con¬ 
quers with me, (hall reign hereafter with me : he 
that lofes his life, or anything elfe for my fake, ihall 
find it again. 

Does the confcioufnefs of thy paft fins and fail¬ 
ings difturb thee, doft thou dread the difpleafure 
and the punilhtnent of the judge of the world: ac¬ 
cept the glad tidings which he commiffioned me to 
proclaim to finful man. Accept them, and rejoice 
that God, thy fovereign and thy judge, is alfo thy 

z 4 father j 
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father; that he is gracious and merciful, flow to an¬ 
ger and of great goodnefs; that he forgives the re¬ 
pentant and returning finner all his fins, remits his 
punifliment, reftores him to his once flighted favour, 
and will grant him grace for jultice. To allure thee 
thereof he fent me upon the earth. Sin is cancelled 
through me, iniquity is pardoned, tranfgreffions are 
blotted out, guilt is done away; peace between God 
and man is reftored by me. Only beware of the 
deceitfulnefs of fin; refeue thyfelf more and more 
from its fhameful dominion; maintain thy recover¬ 
ed freedom; redouble thy zeal in goodnefs: figna- 
lize thyfelf by gratitude and love to thy gracious be- 
nefa&or and patron, and be faithful unto the end ; 
and then lhall thy former tranfgreffions be remem¬ 
bered no more, and their ruinous confequences 
lhall be obviated for ever. 

Art thou apt at times to be ftaggered at the fight 
of fo feemingly perplexed a feene of things as the 
prefent ftate affords, and the diverfity of mifery that 
prevails among mankind: confole thyfelf in the con- 
fideration of the parental providence and love of 
thy heavenly father, whofe thoughts and ways are 
as far above thy thoughts and ways as the heavens 
are above the earth. Leave it to him how the world 
and mankind fhould be governed, and the ends of 
his creation anfwered: and be affured that his pur- 
pofes will not fail, and that his ultimate end is no¬ 
thing but perfection and happinefs. Judge not by 
that fpan of fpace, "by that moment of time, thou 
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art now enabled to furvey: extend thy comprehen- 
fion to the whole, let thy mind expatiate in eterni¬ 
ty ; and doubt not but all will be fooner or later un¬ 
raveled, conformably to the laws of confummate 
wifdom and goodnefs. He, the Supremely-wife, 
the Supremely-good, comprehends the whole, he 
can produce light out of darknefs, and turn every 
evil into a fource of joy. 

Does in fhort the great uncertainty and inftabili- 
ty of all earthly and fenfible things alarm thee, dif- 
turb the repofe of thy mind; oh learn to efteem 
thofe things as what they really are; and while thou 
feeft that the world, with its pleafures, is paffing 
away, never forget that he who doth the will of 
God abideth for ever. Never forget that thy fpi- 
rit is immortal, and that an unchangeable, unde¬ 
caying, and incorruptible inheritance is allotted thee 
in heaven. Soar above this tranfient fcene of vani¬ 
ty, this crumbling world, and confider thyfelf as a 
denizen of the future city of God, which has firm 
foundations, and which is thy true, thy permanent 
country. Thus, my dear friends, does Jefus in- 
fpire with reft and fatisfa&ion the man who feeks 
them of him ; thus does he fupply all the wants of 
our heart; thus does he give us likewife in this re- 
fpedt life and greater abundance of it. 

Courage and ability in goodnefs is a third and no 
lefs urgent want of the thinking man. tfnlefs this 
be fupplied, how can he be contented and happy ? 
]He is fenfible of powers, various a&ive powers, 

within 
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within him. But how employ and to what end {hall 
he apply them ? What {hall he hope to execute 
with them ? Can he, or will he, furmount his 
weaknefs, conquer his dependance on fenfible things 
and get the better of himfelf ? Is not virtue too ex¬ 
alted for the reach of his faculties ? Is (lie not pro¬ 
bably defigned for beings of a fuperior order to man ? 
Is {he not rather a daughter of heaven than the off- 
fpring of earth ? As many powers as he feels him¬ 
felf to pofiefs, fo many obftacles and difficulties does 
he meet with in his endeavours to exert them. Re- 
fpedable and venerable are the didates of reafon; 
yet importunate and alluring are the requifitions of 
fenfe. For every incitement he perceives on one 
hand to good, he fees a temptation and inducement 
on the other to evil. Who can proceed in fo flippe- 
ry a path with firm and vigorous fteps ? Who can 
live confident and fecure amidft enemies and dan¬ 
gers ? Who can prefume to refill the impetuofity 
of a torrent ? 

The chriftian dares and is able to do it, my dear 
friends. In this refped alfo Jefus gives him life and 
more abundantly. With him new fpiritual life is 
come from heaven to earth. Feeble, torpid, dead, 
as the moral world appeared to be before his birth, 
it acquired a frelh adivity, a nobler life, by his 
dodrine, by the moving of his fpirit within it. De- 
ferted and wafte as the way of virtue had antecedent¬ 
ly been, becaufe thorns and briars choaked up its 
unfrequented paths, or concealed them with imper¬ 


vious 
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vious fhade: many a traveller now walks them with 
fatisfa&ion and delight; Jefus has cleared them for 
his followers, made the crooked ftrait and the rough 
places plain. He became a light to our feet and a 
lantern to our paths. — Follow then, o thou that 
panteft after liberty and virtue, who wifheft to af- 
cend above fenfible objects, and to become tho¬ 
roughly wife and good; only follow the direftion of 
Jefus, follow his example, tread in his footfteps, be¬ 
come and be a chriftian with all thy heart. This 
will infpire thee with frefh powers, and animate thee 
with renovated life. Thou wilt learn to feel the 
dignity of the man, the dignity of the chriftian; 
and this apprehenfton will never allow thee to be de¬ 
ficient in courage and ability to good. Thou wilt 
learn to love God, and to love mankind : and this 
love will make all things eafy to thee, every duty a 
•delight. Chrift will live and govern in thee ; his 
mind, his fpirit will direft thee, and through him 
thou canft do all things. His (hining example will 
be ever before thine eyes, conftantly alluring thee 
to imitation, and warning thee of every devious and 
oblique way; and while thou feeft the traces of his 
fteps before thee, thou wilt purfue thy courfe in 
confidence and fafety. The aflurance of his fup- 
port, the confcioufnefs of his approbation, the ge¬ 
nerous ambition of progreflively gaining a nearer 
and brighter aflimilation with him, and thereby be¬ 
coming capable of always greater felicity, will never 
allow thee to be weary or faint in following him. 

His 
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His promifes will ftrengtheh thee, the victor’s 
crown which he holds out to thee at the end of thy 
courfe, will ffline upon thee in all its radiance, and 
the glorious profpeCts he opens to thee in futurity, 
will encourage thee to fubdue every difficulty, firmly 
to brave the hardclt conflicts, to be more than con¬ 
queror and to perfevere unto the end. Yes, the 
faith of the chriftian overcomes the world; van- 
quifhes all oppofition; is an inexhauftible fource of 
fpiritual life and energy. As certainly as thou allow¬ 
ed thyfelf to be thoroughly animated by the fpirit of 
chriftianiry and to be guided by its precepts, fo cer¬ 
tainly wilt thou be thoroughly free, thoroughly 
virtuous, and become as perfeCt as man can be. 

Comfort in afflictions; who, my dear friends, 
who can deny this a place among the wants of man¬ 
kind ? Who has* not often felt how great, how 
preffing it is ? For who has not often fuffered, and, 
earneftly looked around him for confolation and re- 
frelhment ? Without fuffering no man has ever yet 
completed his earthly career. To be.frail and mor¬ 
tal, and to live among merely frail and mortal crea¬ 
tures and things, and to remain free from all fuf- 
ferings, is a contradiction in terms. The very en¬ 
joyments of this life are for the moft part fo inter¬ 
woven with fufferings, that they cannot be purely 
poffeffed. And how infinitely diverfified are they ! 
Inward and outward fufferings; fufferings of the 
mind ; fufferings of the body; fufferings of affec¬ 
tion fufferings of friendfhip; fufferings of virtue. 

And 
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And how rapidly they fucceed each other ! How 
often do they increafe in numbers and in bittemefs ! 
And what can alleviate the burden of them to me ? 
What can teach me to bear them with compofure 
and fortitude ? What can give me comfort and 
confidence when I fuffer want; when I labour un¬ 
der pain ; when fo many attacks are made upon my 
welfare and my pleafures ; when opprefled by cares 
and troubles ; when in conflict with fuch obftacles 
and difappointments ; when I fail in my beft defigns 
and cannot enjoy the fruit of my virtue; when my 
friends forfake me, my powers decay and the infir¬ 
mities of age bear hard upon me ? Can I expect af- 
fiftance from mankind, who are as feeble as myfelf ? 
Can riches, or honours, or diflipations, or a fplen- 
did luxurious life, aflfuage my pains and heal my 
wounds ? Or can I be relieved by the fight ojf fuch 
numbers of the unhappy, who fuller as much as 
myfelf, or even more ? 

No, my chriftian brother, this is what Jefus, the 
comforter from heaven, alone can do; he, who 
himfelf endured fo much, was made perfect through 
fufferings, and by fufferings entered into his glory, 
lie knows the afflictions of human nature, he has 
undergone them himfelf, has thus dignified them, 
and given them a different afpe£t. He can, he will 
confole thee; will in this refpect likewife give thee 
life and more abundantly. Accept his offered com¬ 
fort, and let him. revive thy wounded heart, reftore 
thy foul. Even fufferings, he fays to thee, come 

from 
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from God ; are ordinances and difpenfations of thy 
father in heaven; and whatever he, the Allwife, 
the Allbountiful ordains, what he, thy father, de¬ 
crees for thee, is good, and mull infallibly advance 
thy intereft. Willingly would he fpare thee and all 
his children upon earth, from forrows, had he not 
in view to difeipline and correct and train thee and 
them to a fuperior life. Willingly would he grant 
you pure delights, and let all things go according 
to your wilh, if you were already capable of bear¬ 
ing fuch fuccefs. He chaftens, he proves, he ex- 
ercifes you, becaufe he loves you, and becaufe his 
love embraces all your deftinies and provides for 
your future welfare as well as for the prefent. The 
path of forrow is indeed a dark and nagged way; 
but it leads to perfection and happinefs fuch as firm¬ 
ly and uprightly purfue it. Even fufferings are be¬ 
nefits, when God inflicts them on his children, to 
teach them obedience, fortitude and faith. Even 
fufferings, to fuch as patiently endure and wifely 
ufe them, fooner or later become a fource of bleff- 
ing. What they now fow in tears, they fhall here¬ 
after reap in joy. “ The fufferings of this prefent 
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
.that fhall hereafter be revealed in us.” No, bear, 
endure, fuffer without repining, with filial refigna- 
tion, what thy father in heaven calls thee to bear, to 
endure and to fuffer. He knows thy wants and thy 
powers, and every burden he lays upon thee is pro¬ 
portionate to them. He knows to what he has ap¬ 
pointed 
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pointed thee in his kingdom, and at prefent intends 
to prepare and fit thee for it. Look unto me, fays 
Jefus to his confeffors, look unto me, thy leader and 
chief. Bear and fuffer, as I have borne and fuffer- 
ed; fight the confii&s which I have fought and in 
which fo many of my followers have fuccefsfully 
driven. The end of thy way will be pure, exalted 
felicity, the prize of thy viftory will be permanent 
glory and honour. And what, my dear friends, 
can infpire us with comfort in forrows, if fuch pro- 
mifes and fuch profpe&s are unable to do it ? 

Hope, a fure and certain hope for the future, is 
another want of man, which it is uncommonly ne- 
ceflary for him to fupply. The more tranfitory 
the prefent, the fhorter and more uncertain its 
duration: the more fteadily fiiould he direct his 
eyes and his defires to futurity, the lefs indifferent 
can he be concerning what he has there to hope 
for or to fear. That, fooner or later, to-day or to¬ 
morrow, all outward vifible things will vanifh away 
to him, and be immerfed in the profoundeft ob- 
fcurity of night; that, fooner or later, to-day or 
to-morrow, his riches, his diftin&ions, his honours, 
his power, his beauty, his health, his life, all that 
lie is and pofiefTes as an inhabitant of this world, 
mud be loft to him ; that fooner or later, to-day or 
to-morrow, a dark and lonely grave will inclofe his 
body, and diffolve it into duft ; that fooner or 
later, to-day or to-morrow he will quit this world, 
with all Its glories and all its joys, and pafs into a. 
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quite different, to him an unknown (late: this he 
knows, this he feels; this every pain declares, every 
infirmity, every ficknefs, the departure of every 
acquaintance and friend, every ftroke of the paffing- 
bell, evejy open grave, every tomb, every church¬ 
yard hillock, in accents that cannot be miftaken. 
And where is the man whom this does not affed, 
does not plunge into deep reflection, does not fre¬ 
quently fhake with conftemation and doubt! 

Is then this night to laft for ever ? Are all thefe 
beauties and fatisfadions to vanifh from my eyes for 
ever? Am I to lofe them all entirely and for ever, and 
to be made amends for my lofs by nothing ? Am I 
then entirely duff ? Is this vhionary life my whole 
exiilence ? Do I totally ceafe to be, when my body 
ceafes to move, and the blood to flow in my veins ? 
But what becomes of the* mind ? Does it too ceafe 
to exilt ? Is the beam of .heaven for ever extin- 
guiflied ? Is the celeftial fire which glowed in the 
heart for ever quenched? And if that which 
now thinks and ads within me furvive the diffo- 
lution of my body, what will be my portion then ? 
Into what region of the immenfity of fpace fhall I 
be tranfported ? Who will be there my condudor ? 
What joys, or what fufferings, what retributions 
await me there? How is the prefent conneded 
with the future ? Ah, who can difpel this dark- 
nefs from before my eyes j who will folve thefe 
doubts ? Who will give me that light and certainty, 
without which I cannot here be fatisfied ? 


This 
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This alfo, my chriftian brother, this alfo can Jefus 
do, and will; he who promifes to give thee life, 
and more abundantly. Even this thy want he 
powerfully fupplies, the conqueror of death and the 
grave, the reftorer of life and felicity. Authen¬ 
tically to certify thee of this, God fent him from 
heaven to the earth, to die upon the crofs and to 
rife again from the dead. “ I, fays he, I am the 
refurrection and the life; he that believeth in me, 
lhall not die eternally;” he fhall pafs through the 
gate and grave of death to a better life. No, this life 
is not the whole of thy appointment; it is only th,e 
firft, the loweft ftep of thy exiftence. No, thou art 
not wholly duft; thy fpirit is of divine extraction, 
it is immortal, will rife above the duft, and need 
not dread corruption. No, the night that fur- 
rounds thee in death, will not eternally, will not 
long endure; the morn will come, and the glo¬ 
rious day arife. No, the lofs thou fuffereft then is 
not irreparable, the friends thou then wilt lofe are 
not for ever loft; infinitely more joys and felicities 
await thee in the future world, than thou couldft 
enjoy in the prefent. . Therefore fhudder not thou 
at the prefence of death, tremble not thou at the 
grave, be not thou difmayed at the darknefs and 
gloom of the valley of the lhadow of death, nor at 
what will be the portion of thy heritage for ever. 
Be faithful to God and to thy duty; think and live 
conftantly as behoves a chriftian: and then will 
thy death be a paffage into a better, a fuperior life; 
vql. 1 . a a then 
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then wilt thou, with confidence, fee before thee the 
refurreCtion of the dead ; then wilt thou enter the 
abode where thy chief, thy lord, thy redeemer is, 
and take part in his glory; and he, who now is 
thy precurfor and guide, will alfo be thy leader 
through the valley of death, thy guide for eternity. 
There wilt thou reap the fruit of every good 
thought and aCtion, and a conftantly increafing per¬ 
fection and happinefs will be the reward of thy 
fidelity. What hopes, what profpeCts, my dear 
friends! Animated by them how confidently may 
we meet futurity ! How calm and refigned behold 
all that is vifible and earthly, changing, revolving, 
finking hence, vanilhing away ! 

Thus, chrifiians, are all our wants fupplied by 
Jefus. Thus do we find light to our under- 
ftanding, reft for our heart, courage and ability to 
good, comfort in forrow, hope in futurity; thus do 
we find life and more abundantly with him. Thus 
does he free us from every kind of mifery, and 
lead us to the higheft felicity whereof we are ca¬ 
pable. Oh let us then rejoice in him and his ad¬ 
vent into the world and his great work on earth; 
let us adhere firmly to him, and refign ourfelves 
intirely to his guidance and direction! Pervaded 
with affeCtion and gratitude, let us draw from the 
fources of knowledge, of wifdom, of virtue, which 
he has, opened to us. They are no Iefs pure than 
mexhauftible. “ He that drinketh of this water 
{bail not thirft for ever.” lie that draws from 

thefe 
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tljefe fources, will derive joy and felicity, both for 
the prefent and the future life. Oh may we all 
do fo, and thus affuage our third after truth and 
certainty, after peace of mind, perfection and fe¬ 
licity ! 

Advtnt-J,unday , 1781. 


A A S 



SERMON XVIII. 


The Value of Chrijiianity , in a view to the General 
Advantages which it has procured to Mankind 
and Jlill procures. 


^|OD, our moll loving and beneficent father, 
what a joyful falutary event calls us this day 
into thy prefence! Of what benefits, of what ad¬ 
vantages, of w'hat bleiling6 and comforts of the pre- 
fen t and of the future life does it not remind us! 
Yes, the commemoration of the nativity of Jefus in 
the world, and his great work on earth, is the 
commemoration of our deliverance and our felicity; 
the commemoration of the happieft revolution that 
ever took place in the Hate of mankind in genera 1 , 
and alfo in ours! Yes, that light which firft fhone 
upon the world at the riling of the fun of right- 
eoufnefs, illumines and gladdens even us! The com¬ 
fort and the hope which this great benefactor by his 
doCtrine diffufed among mortals refrelh and rellore 
even us! Even among us has virtue acquired nu¬ 
merous votaries by this its grand promoter! Yes, 

by 
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by him we enjoy as men and as chriftians, innume¬ 
rable advantages of which otherwife we fhould be 
dfeftitute, and of which we could not be deftitute 
without being wretched! Now we know thee, our 
Creator and Father; we know thy gracious, thy 
compaffionate difpofitions towards mankind; we 
know the way that leads to thee and to fupreme 
felicity. Now we need not wander in the dark mazes 
of fuperftition or doubt, but may fulfil our deftina- 
tion on ftrait and luminous paths. Now we are 
deficient neither in motive nor ability to good, and 
by good to attain to the perfection of which thou 
haft made us capable. Now we have grounds 
enough for foothing ourfelves both in life and in 
death. Oh thrice happy we, that thou haft fo highly 
favoured us in thy fon Jefus, that thou haft bleffed 
us through him with fuch various and ineftimable 
benefits! Thanks, heartfelt eternal thanks be to 
thee, the Gracious, the Merciful, for this proof of 
thy condefcenfion and love! Flow far does it exceed 
all our deferts, all our expectations ! Flow happy 
are we thereby become, and how much happier 
may we yet be! Ah let us never forget it; let none 
of us receive thy grace in vain! let us rather feel 
the whole worth of the benefits which thy goodnefs 
has conferred upon us; let us ftudy to apprehend 
their magnitude, their intimate connection with our 
happinefs ever more and more by our own experi¬ 
ence, and fo conftantly to ufe them, as is agreeable 
to thy will and our falvation. Blefs to that end the 
A a 3 meditations 
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meditations we are now about to enter on con¬ 
cerning the things that relate to our peace, and let 
them fill us with holy gratitude and joy. All this we 
implore of thee in the name of thy fon our faviour, 
and in full confidence as his devoted fervants ad- 
drefs thee farther in his words : Our father, &c. 


2 cor. v. 17. 


Old things are pad away; behold, all things are become new. 


W E all rejoice, my pious hearers, in the advan¬ 
tages accruing to us from the appearance of 
Jefus among men and his great work upon earth. 
Why otherwife are we wont to celebrate the feltival 
of his birth ; why hail this day more gladly than 
others ? Our joy is undoubtedly very proper and 
becoming ; it rolls upon the moll folid foundations, 
on events fuperlatively defirable and joyful. But is 
our joy likewife rational ? Do we know, do we 
rightly confider what a blefled influence chriftianity 
has had and Hill has on our welfare, and in general 
on the welfare of mankind; and is this the reafon 
that the memorial of the birth of Jefus, the founder 
of chriftianity, is fo joyful to us ? — I fliall endea¬ 
vour, my pious hearers, to advance this knowledge 
and promote thefe refleftions in you by my prefent 
difeourfe, and thus render more rational and lively 
the joy which the return of this feltival excites. 

We 
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We are naturally furnilhed with an opportunity for 
it by the words of our text. “ Old things are palt 
away,” fays the apoflle, “ behold, all things are be¬ 
come new.” Judaifm, would he lay, judaifm with 
all its burdenfome ordinances and ceremonies, is 
fuperfeded by the chriltian doCtrine ; the wall of re¬ 
paration between the jews and heathens is broken 
down ; chriltianity has produced a great and happy 
revolution in the fentiments, in the manners, in the 
religion and worlhip, in the whole ftate of mankind; 
it has contributed much to the advancement of their 
perfection and happinefs. Let us therefore from 
thefe words, confider the common advantages that 
chriltianity has procured to the human race in gene¬ 
ral, and Hill procures; advantages which even they 
who deny or doubt of the divine origin of the chrif- 
tian doCtrines, muft allow to be highly valuable and 
important. 

We may reduce thefe advantages to four chief 
heads. The firft concerns knowledge ; the fecond 
virtue ; the third peace of mind ; and the fourth, 
the outward welfare of mankind. 

Firft the culture of the human mind and the 
knowledge of truth in general, has been improved 
and more diffufed by chriltianity among mankind. 
As chriltianity does not, like the old heathen re¬ 
ligions, confift in rites and ceremonies, in folem- 
nities and facrifices, but in dodtrines and moral pre¬ 
cepts, fo mult it neceflarily have awakened mankind 
by degrees to more reflection on invifible, intel- 
A A 4 leCtuai 
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leCtual moral objects, on their nature and deftina- 
tion, on their mutual relations and connections with 
each other, on w hat they are at prefent and what 
they are defigned to be and to become hereafter j 
and thefe reflections tpuft have gradually fpread 
themfelves among all ranks and conditions of men, 
whereas till then they had been left entirely to the 
philofophers as they were called. By this means 
the culture of the human mind in general has been 
very much promoted, and will in courfe of time 
be continually more fo, as it will be more clearly 
feen how far chriftianity is from infringing the 
rights of found reafon, and how favourable it is on 
the contrary to the free inveftigation of truth. By 
this means many precepts of wifdom, many kinds 
of knowledge, which were formerly looked upon as 
the peculiar property of the philofophers, are al¬ 
ready incorporated into the general mafs of human 
knowledge ; and thus by degrees, all that is gene¬ 
rally ufeful and good of this kind, together with 
the peculiar doctrines of religion will be delivered 
and received into the common bank or treafure of 
poptflar wifdom and knowledge at all times ready 
for every one’s ufe. Thus much however is cer¬ 
tain, that, among none erf the heathen nations, the 
Greeks and Romans not excepted, were there fuch 
numbers of perfons of all ranks, who reflected fo 
much on their molt momentousconcerns,onGod and 
religion, on morality and virtue, on the true end 
of their being and their immortality, and by reflec¬ 
tion 
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tion proceeded fo far as among the chriftians; and 
for this extraordinary phenomenon, I know of no 
other competent reafon to be given, than chriftianity 
itfelf. I will not deny, that confidered as a pre¬ 
dominant religion, at certain times it has been as 
great an impediment to reflexion and liberal in¬ 
quiry as heathenifm; and that occafionally it has 
confifted with regard to the generality of its pro- 
feffors, in a blind implicit belief. But I fpeak at 
prefent of the advantages we owe to chriftianity, 
confidered at large; and if it has not at all times 
and always in the fame degree been productive of 
them by the fault of mankind, yet they now fubftft, 
and it is undeniable that we are chiefly indebted 
to them for its falutary influence. 

Let it not be faid that we are principally beholden 
to the writings of the ancient philofophers of Greece 
and Rome, and the more general publicationof them, 
for the cultivation of the human mind, and the 
progrefs human knowledge has made. If ye con- 
fider the matter thoroughly, my pious hearers, you 
will find that even the benefits we have obtained 
from that quarter, and ftill may obtain, are all owing 
to chriftianity. I am not blind to the value of the 
writings of thefe ancient philofophers : I am fenfible 
to the beautiful, the true and the good that they 
contain. But what has preferved thefe writings to 
us, and put them in our hands ? Was it not chrifti. 
anity that preferved them for us, and as it were 
gave us them afrelh ? How happened it that the 

languages 



$ 62 THE VALUE OF CHRISTIANITY 

languages wherein thefe writings are compofed, and 
which were no longer fpoken anywhere, were fludicd 
and kept up, but becaufe the worfhip of a nu¬ 
merous body of chriftians was performed in them, 
and becaufe they were the languages of their facred 
books ? Had it not been for this, would they not, 
like many other ancient languages which are only 
known to us by their names, have fallen into total 
oblivion, and with the treafures of wifdom they con¬ 
tain, have become a prey to all-devouring time ? 

But if chriflianity has been favourable to the ad¬ 
vancement of human knowledge in general, the 
knowledge of God and of religion in particular has 
been much more benefited by it. IIow widely is 
the important dodrine of the eternity of God 
difleminated among mankind by chriflianity ! Not 
only all chriftians of every fec't and denomination, 
but even all mohammedans, who inhabit fo con- 
fiderable a part of the globe, and are probably 
ftill more numerous than the chriftians, are in¬ 
debted for their belief of the one true God, that 
firft principle of all true religion, to the chriftian 
revelation. And how important is this dodrine ! 
By it alone the world becomes to us a perfect whole, 
wherein all is moft intimately connected together, 
and tends to one and the fame ultimate end. By this 
doctrine alone man is taught to know the author 
of his exifterice, the fource of his felicity, the 
fupreme objed of his adoration, the foundation of 
his hopes. Enlightened by this dodrine, he no 
5 WE** 
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longer confiders himfelf as an orphan, a fatherlefs 
outcaft, or as the effedft of blind chance, or groaning 
under the authority of feveral powerful beings to 
him unknown, and at variance with each other. 
He knows from whom he fprings, on whom he de¬ 
pends, under whole infpection he is and will for 
ever be ; and he has now a certain fixed point, in 
which all his thoughts, defires, endeavours, de- 
figns and hopes tend to unite as in their proper 
centre. 

How greatly too has the prevalence of idolatry 
been diminilhed in the world by chriftianity, and 
how many regions of it are freed from the tyran¬ 
nical fway of fuperflition, and from the iron fceptre. 
of crafty and mercenary priefts ! And what flaviih 
notions, what tormenting uncertainty, what fears, 
what terrors, what childifh notions, what empty 
hopes and frivolous joys, muff dcbafe and perplex 
mankind, wherever the abominations of idolatry 
prevail! Calamities and horrors, from which 
chriftianity has delivered millions of human crea¬ 
tures, and ourfelves among them; and by their 
abolition has prepared the way for millions of man¬ 
kind, and for us among them, to liberty, to peace 
of mind, to folid and liberal principles! That we 
are now no longer terrified at every unufual appear¬ 
ance in nature; that we no longer perceive as it 
were at every ftep we take, the harbingers and 
prognoftics of imminent misfortune or approaching 
danger} that we are not continually obliged to be 

contriving 
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contriving new forms of facrifice anil new modes 
of expiation; that we are no longer in dread of 
the cafual negleCt or imperfect obfervance of num- 
berlefs rites and ceremoniesj that we do not take 
ever)' adverfe event that befalls us for the ven¬ 
geance of a wrathful deity ; that we do not allow 
ourfelves implicitly to be led by others, but dare 
to follow our own perceptions and feelings : for all 
thefe privileges and bleliings, my dear friends, we 
are indebted to the abolition of idolatry, and there¬ 
fore to chriftianity. Though many fuperftitions 
may (lill prevail among chriflians, and formerly 
many more may have prevailed than at prefent, 
yet wc, and with us many thoufands of our 
brethren, are freed from them by the influence of 
chriftianity, and in it lie the fruitful means for the 
total eradication of it from among its co'nfeffors; 
means which are continually coming forth into 
practice, and allow us to hope for ftill more glo¬ 
rious effeCts. 

And how very much is the knowledge of this 
only true God and his relations to us advanced and 
propagated among mankind by the doctrines of 
chriftianity! AH chriflians, who are not com¬ 
pletely ignorant, confefs and revere God, not as 
a being who, infinitely exalted above them, 
ftands in no kind of connection with them; but 
know and revere him as their creator and pre- 
ferver, as their father and benefactor, as the gover- 
nour and judge of the world, as the obferver and 

rewarder 
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rewarder of human actions. And how prolific 
mud this conception be among chridians, who 
re fled more attentively upon it! How mud it 
lead to the folution of a thoufand things which 
were before inexplicable enigmas to them! They 
everywhere difeover traces of the wifdom, the 
power, the goodnefs of this God ; they fee him 
everywhere acting for the benefit of all living crea¬ 
tures and for their own; all things lead them back 
to him ; and the thought of him fpreads light and 
life and joy on all the face of nature. 

Certainly the idea of what God is, of his attri¬ 
butes, and efpccially of what he is in regard to us, 
which, generally fpeaking, is even among perfons 
of the inferior dations in life, more jud, more fa- 
tisfaftory, more adapted to promote virtue and 
happinefs, than it ever was among heathen nations, 
not excepting even the generality of their philoso¬ 
phers, or could be by means of their received my¬ 
thology. What human, mean, contemptible ideas 
did they form of their gods in general, of their 
difpofitions, of their aftions, of their pleafures! 
What weaknefles, what paflions, what crimes, 
were aferibed to them ! And how little was even 
the father of gods and men, as the Greeks and 
Romans dyled their fovereign deity, exempted 
from them! How much julter are the notions 
diffufed by chridianity in this particular, among 
mankind of every Ration, of every age, of every 
mode of life! Indeed even thefe corrected con¬ 
ceptions 
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ceptions are extremely imperfed, and muft ever 
remain fo, fince finite man is not capable of com¬ 
prehending infinity. The beft conceptions indeed 
with many chriftians are mingled with various 
errors. But amidft all thefe imperfections and de- 
feds, they are flill incomparably better and wor¬ 
thier than the former were. What chriftian, 
however moderately informed, but knows and be¬ 
lieves that God is the moft holy, the moft perfed, 
the bell of beings ; that he is almighty, all-know¬ 
ing, everywhere prefent, fupremely juft and fu- 
premely good ; that he cannot do evil, and tempts 
no man to wickednefs; that he loves virtue and 
integrity above all things; that he abhors every 
fpecies of iniquity, and fin ; and that there are no 
better means of pleafing him and of fecuring his 
favour, than by doing juftice and loving mercy, 
and by promoting like him the beft interefts of 
mankind ? And are there not thoufands of per- 
fons, at prefent among chriftians, for one among 
the heathens, who raife themfelves to flill higher 
and far more adequate conceptions of the deity ; 
who carefully feparate every thing that is weak, 
human, circumfcribed, from thefe conceptions; who 
contemplate and revere God as a being uniting in 
himfelf whatever is great and good and beautiful 
and perfed, incefTantly employed in beneficence, 
in willing, intending and producing only happinefs; 
who is to be won by no outward tokens of reve- 
rence, to be foothed by no rites or offerings j who 
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is infinitely fuperior to ail human paffions, to all 
the emotions of wrath, of partiality, of revenge; 
who requires no flavifh dread of him from us, but 
only filial reverence and love; and who is fu- 
premely worthy of our profoundeft reverence, of 
our moft: ardent adoration, of our fincercft affec¬ 
tion, of our moft; cheerful obedience, and our 
firmefl: confidence! 

Add to this more adequate knowledge of God, 
the general and firm belief of our immortality 
and of the future retribution, which chriftianity, 
wherever it has been promulgated and received, 
has fo deeply imprinted on the hearts of men, and 
lo intimately interwoven with their whole fyftem 
of thought, that even the moft; violent attacks of 
infidelity are unable with the generality tQ prevail 
againft; it. Confider likewife, that this belief in¬ 
culcates fuch an immortality and fuch a retribu¬ 
tion, as has a reference to the moral conduct of 
mankind in this life, to virtue and vice; and 
thence conclude, how favourable this faith muff, 
generally fpeaking, be to the improvement and 
compofure of mankind, and how much greater 
efficacy it muft have to this effed than the obfcure, 
uncertain, doubtful, falfe, immoral opinions con¬ 
cerning this doctrine which obtained in the heathen 
world, and which, it is evident were not much 
regarded by the commonalty, and were looked up, 
on by the philofopihcrs as abflrufe and inexplicable 
problems. 


A fecond 
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A fecond clafs of general benefits, for whidh 
our thanks arc due to chriftianity, relates to hu¬ 
man virtue and probity. Thefe have likewife upon 
the whole been great gainers by it. The notions 
of virtue are in general more juft among chriftians, 
than they formerly were among the heathens. 
Every one knows, that the effence of virtue con¬ 
fifts neither in bodily ftrength, nor in the valour 
that braves all dangers; neither in courage nor 
intrepidity in war, nor in the great achievements 
of heroes and conquerors, commonly not lefs de- 
ftructivc than renowned. Every one knows, that 
it confifts not merely in abftinence from grofs and 
flagrant crimes, or in particular actions, though 
juft and good, but that it includes the whole turn of 
mind and the whole feries of conduct ; that it is ex- 
prcflive of our intire moral perfe&ion ; that he is 
virtuous, who is and does all that he ought to be 
and do, according to his abilities, his vocation and 
his circumftances, whofe fentiments and behaviour 
are regulated by the will of God and the injunc¬ 
tions of his law. It. is a generally known and 
received principle, that real virtue confifts not in 
attachment and affection to certain perfons or to a 
particular nation, founded on contempt and hatred 
towards the reft of the human fpecies, but in an 
enlarged dcfire and a ftrenuous endeavour to pro¬ 
mote the happinefs of all mankind. And how 
much more adapted is this conception of it, for 
which we are chiefly indebted to chriftianity, to 

furtheV 
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further and confirm the tranquillity, the fecurity 
and the welfare of human fociety, than that bar¬ 
barous, falfely called patriotic virtue, which paffed 
for everything in the mod celebrated ages of the 
old heathen world, and which is (till fo often ex¬ 
tolled by partial judges to the difparagement of 
chriftian virtue! But particularly the filent and 
domeftic virtues, the virtues of common life, whofe 
beneficial influence on the public welfare is fo va¬ 
rious and lafting, have acquired a greater dignity 
by chriflianity; they have obtained the deferved 
though otherwife not acknowledged precedence’ 
over the boafted heroic virtues, which for the mofl: 
part were founded on injuftice and violence. 

Again, the do&rine of virtue is among chriftians 
clofely conne&ed with the doctrine of God and re¬ 
ligion, and is therefore to every man, and efpe* 
dally to the fubordinate claflbs of mankind, much 
plainer, much more fixed and much more effica¬ 
cious, than it could poffibly be among the heathens. 
Among them religion and virtue were two diftind 
things, not connected together; nay frequently 
in direft oppofition to each other. The heathens, 
that is, individual perfons, or fome few particular 
philofophers among them, had a morality; but 
paganifm or the pagan religion had none. Mo¬ 
rality therefore refted intirely either on the natural 
fenfe of the difference between right and wrong, 
which was debilitated and almolt deftroyed by 
errors and vices; or on philofophical inveftigations 
vol. i. b b concerning 
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concerning the nature and connections of man and 
the material world, totally above the comprehen- 
fion of the generality of their fellow citizens. 
Chriftianity, as well as Socrates, but in a far loftier 
fenfe and in a much more general and efficacious 
manner, has brought down true wifdom from hea¬ 
ven to the earth — has accommodated it to the 
underftanding and the heart of every man — has 
drawn it from the fchools of the learned, mixed 
it with common life; and, by blending religion 
and morality together, has rendered eafy and im¬ 
portant the knowledge of our deflination and the 
praClice of our duties. 

How many arguments, how many motives to 
probity and virtue, does this happy conjun&ion of 
morality with religion afford the chriftian, who is 
not totally ignorant or inattentive! He cannot 
avoid making fuch reflections as thefe on a thoufand 
occafions: God, my creator, my preferver, my 
bcnefaCtor, my judge, requires me to do this, and 
to abflain from the other. This he has exprefsly 
commanded me ; that he has as exprefsly forbid¬ 
den. If I do the one, he will blefs and reward 
me; if 1 do not abftain from the other, he will 
call me to account, and the confequence will be 
fatal. My life and my fortunes are both in his 
hand; my all depends on his grace and favour; 
without them I cannot hope for fuccefs, and no¬ 
thing can Ihield me from the effeCts of his difplea- 
fure. From how many iniquities muft thefe reflec- 
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tions reftrain him, though they fhould not be alto¬ 
gether juft, though they (hould be accompanied 
by many erroneous conceptions; and to how many 
worthy, good, generous, public-fpirited actions 
muft they incite him! How much mull confcicn- 
tioufnefs, integrity, and fidelity in fecret, be thereby 
promoted! 

Both hiftory and experience uniformly confirm 
thefe good effefts of chriftianity, in regard to the 
moral conduct of mankind. It is not to be denied, 
that many inhuman and definitive vices, which 
heathenifm tolerated and favoured, are now, by 
means of the chriftian do&rine, if not intirely ex¬ 
terminated from amongft its confeffors, branded 
with fo much infamy and difgrace, that they are 
no longer allowed to be named. It is not to be 
denied, that, on the whole, more integrity and ho¬ 
nour, more fidelity and confidence in commercial 
and other tranfa&ions twt ./een man and man, pre¬ 
vail among ebriftians than amongft the moft po¬ 
liced nations that are not chriftian. It is not to 
be denied, that the fentiments of general philan¬ 
thropy and beneficence, and the indications of 
them, are far more frequent and effective among 
them than ever they were among the heathens. 
The ere&ion and endowment of fo many hofpitals, 
fo many inftitutions for the maintenance of or¬ 
phans, for the comfort of the poor and the fick, 
of which we find comparatively but few among 
the heathens, are fpeaking examples of it. In 
BBS general. 
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general, without partiality, we are fully juftified 
in affirming, that among chriftian nations, taken 
at large, the knowledge of obligation and virtue, an 
averfion to wickednefs, and a love of goodnefs, 
and therefore their morality, is greater and more 
general, the reverence for the deity and his laws 
more operative, the confciences of individuals more 
tender and delicate, and in particular the mild and 
focial virtues are far more common than they ever 
were among the people of any nation, that we 
know of, antecedent to the coming of Chrift. 

A third clafs of general advantages for which we 
are indebted to chriftianity, comprehends the com- 
pofure of the human mind, and the eftablifhment of 
our hopes. How confiderably have thefe been 
gainers by thofe effential parts of chriftianity, and 
which are peculiarly its own, the doctrines of Pro¬ 
vidence and the divine government of the world, of 
the forgivenefs of fins, of the immortality of the foul 
and of the life to come! The heathen, at lead 
among the Greeks and Romans, regarded his divi¬ 
nities either as indolent beings, totally unconcerned 
about the affairs of mortals, or as felfiffi, partial and 
capricious beings, eafily provoked and hard lo be 
appeafed. He knew not in what relation he flood to 
them, what-he was to fear from their difpleafure or 
to pxpeft from their favour. He was forced to con- 
fole himfelf with the abfolute neceffity of gods and 
men, with a blind and inevitable fate. On the other 
hand the chriftian, the unlearned as well as the 
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learned, thepooreft day-labourer as well as the ex¬ 
alted amongft the people, the chriftian is acquaint¬ 
ed with truths which have quite a different influence 
on the repofe of his mind. There is, thus can he 
refled on all occafions, and thus does he in fad very 
often think — There is a being fupremely wife and 
fupremely good, who is interefted about us all, whofe 
creatures and children we are, who loves and pro¬ 
vides for us all. Nothing can happen without his 
will; and God, the Allmerciful, wills conftaritly 
the belt. Nothing is impoffible to him ; he Is able 
to deliver from death. To them that love him, all 
things mult tend to good. If he be for us, none 
can be againlt us. His ftrength is mighty in weak- 
nefs. He will not allow us to be tempted above 
what we are able to bear. How much do thefe and 
the like refledions alleviate the hardeft toils, the 
greateft indigence, the fevered: afllidions, (to many 
thoufands of chriftians! How much courage and 
confidence do they impart to them in misfortunes 
and perils! If we frequented the cottages of the 
poor, the dwellings of the lower claffes of people, 
and made ourlelves more acquainted with their ha¬ 
bitual manner of thinking, we Ihould perceive how 
tnuch comfort and ferenity the chriftian dodrine af¬ 
fords them all, almoft without exception, becaufe 
they receive and believe it in fimplicity of heart, are 
free from thofe doubts with which the philofophers, 
'as they are called, are perpetually tormented, rely 
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firmly on what the fcripture tells them, and con- 
ftantly fuj pofc God particularly employed in their 
concerns anu in the difpofal of their fortunes ; and 
then we fhould righMv judge of the advantage 
chrifliansmufl nave,in this r r ad likewife, overall, 
even the mod civilized nations, that were or are 
not chriftian. 

How much more eafily farther may the chriflian, 
oppreffed by the guilt of his fins and the terror of 
punifhmcnt, quiet his mind, than any other man 
who finds himfelf in the fame perplexity, but knows 
not the chriftian doctrine! The chriftian knows, 
and knows it with afturance, that God is inclined 
to pity and to fpare, that he will forgive the con¬ 
trite and converted firmer all his iniquities without 
eXv..ption, and remit the penalty due to tranfgref- 
fion,^ He knows, and knows definitively, what in 
this rcfpeCt he Las to do : he has no need to consi¬ 
der with anxious uncertainty what multitudes of of¬ 
ferings, what coftly piefents, what myftical atone¬ 
ments and expiations, or what auftere and rigid ads 
of penance, will procure his pardon ; but fofoonas 
he draws nigh to his creator and judge in fincerity 
of heart, abhors and forfakes his wickednefs, and, 
effedually determined on a better condud, holds 
true to his purpofe, he may immediately promile 
himfelf the grace of the Moft High, and his heart 
condemns him no more. What a healing and re¬ 
viving balm mull thefe chriftian dodrines have pouiv 
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ed into the wounded confciences and tortured hearts 
of thoufands and thoufands, who mult otherwife 
have become a prey to the horrors of defpair ! 

We may advance the fame thing in regard to the 
dread of death and the hope of a better life. Though 
the philofopher of heathenifm, with a perplexed and 
doubting mind, or in the horrible expectation of 
utter extinction, faw death approach him ; faw him- 
felf going perhaps for ever into the dominion of 
darknefs, into the region of fhadows, into the land 
of forgetfulnefs, where, for anything he could tell, 
he fhould be as though he had never been ; though 
the generality of them met this ghaftly tyrant either 
with a recklefs infenfibility, or with a mind Itrug- 
gling between darknefs and light, between fear and 
hope ; yet chriftians in general, being firmly per- 
fuaded of their immortality, and of the eternal life 
that awaits them after death, form jufter concep¬ 
tions of the future Hate, can more eafily and with 
greater certainty, promife themfelves a better por¬ 
tion there than they have had on earth ; meet their 
diflblution therefore with far greater comfort and re- 
fignation j and many thoufands of them actually 
enter the gate of death without difmay, and in the 
joyous, undoubted expectation of an everlafting 
continuance of exiftence, a glorious refurrcCtion, an 
incefiant, ever-increafing felicity. Infallible argu¬ 
ments, that leave us no room to doubt that there not 
only may.be, but that there actually is among chrif¬ 
tians far more comfort and hope and rational peace 
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of miad, than was ever to be found among the hea¬ 
thens. 

Recoiled at the fame time, my pious hearers, for 
we cannot expatiate on all particulars, recoiled the 
multitudes of inftitutions and means for promoting 
knowledge, virtue ami the inward tranquillity of 
mankind, that owe their origin to chriflianity, 

Think on the numerous fchools, erected in all the 
towns and moll of the villages in chriftian countries, 
and which, confidered as fchools of religion and 
morality, were wholly unknown among the hea¬ 
thens, at lealt among the Greeks and Romans, and 
likewife among our anceilors, the antient inhabi¬ 
tants of thefe dominions. Defective and illiberal 
as the generality of thefe fchools in more than one 
refped may be, yet children are there brought to 
the knowledge of the only true God, and difciplin- 
ed in his fear, inftruded in their duties, cautioned 
againft fin and vice, and incited to virtue by various 
ways. 

Refled on the pafloral office everywhere intro¬ 
duced into the chriftian church, devoted to the in- 
ftrudion, the encouragement, the comfort of indi¬ 
viduals of every condition, age and fex ; an infli- 
tution peculiar in its kind, being unknown in any 
other religion, and which certainly a Socrates, a 
Plato, a Cicero, a Confucius, would have* admired 
asthemoft excellent and beneficial of all others, if 
they could have feen it in their days. Let the pa£- 
toral office be ever fo much abufed, let the delivery 

of 
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of the chriftian doctrines be ever fo defective ; yet 
the conveyance of inftru&ion in the molt important 
clottrines of religion and virtue, in fo public a man¬ 
ner, at fuch frequent intervals, and often with the 
molt inward fentiment and conviction, mult infi¬ 
nitely more contribute to the amelioration and coni- 
poiure of mankind than all the folemnities and cere¬ 
monies of the heathens were ever able to do. Take 
this likewife into the account, that all thefe advan¬ 
tages, inflitutions and eftablilhments, are fo confti- 
tuted in the very nature of them, that they cannot 
fail by degrees of becoming common, and of attain¬ 
ing to a confiderable degree of perfection and effica¬ 
cy ; and that they are even now becoming con Rant- 
ly, and with no flow progreflion, more perfeCt and 
efficacious than they have hitherto been: and you 
will not be able to deny that we, and mankind in 
general, are uncommonly much beholden to chrif- 
tianity. 

There are ftill a variety of other confiderable ad¬ 
vantages for which we (land indebted to the influ¬ 
ence of this heavenly doctrine, and which relate in 
great mealure to the outward condition of man. 
We mull however at prefent confine ourfelves to a 
flight indication of them: that polygamy, for ex¬ 
ample, that fertile fource of depopulation, of effe¬ 
minacy and domeltic mifery, is abolilhed ; that the 
inhuman, barbarous cuitom of expofing children, 
on account of fome accidental infirmity, or becaufe 
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they were difagroeable or burdenfome to their pa¬ 
rents, and configiiing them to unavoidable ruin, is 
abhorred by all men ; that flavery, that unjuftifi- 
able degradation of human nature, as it formerly 
obtained among the Greeks and Romans and other 
nations of antiquity, is, at lead in chriflian Europe, 
much diminilhed ; that, by the ftreauous exertions 
of generous and noble-minded men, we may enter¬ 
tain the pleafing hope that it will, ere long, be held 
in univerfal dc' ’flation ; that laws and cufloms, with 
all their allows, ’inperfections and iuconflftences, 
are flill in general rn.iv.. "nd more humane; that 
thofe ruthlcfs and atrocious maxims fo commonly 
pra&ifed heretofore by nations at war with each 
other, are now fcarce ever heard of; that war it- 
felf in many refpe&s is carried on with lefs cruelty 
and devaftation ; that the conquered are fpared, and 
neither deprived of their lives nor their liberty; that 
the apprchenfion of the human dignity, the recog¬ 
nition of the natural equality of mankind, and a due 
deference for each other among individuals, are bet¬ 
ter underflood and felt, and are every day becom¬ 
ing more univerfal and effetive; that many corrupt 
paflions, definitive to fociety, as revenge, ambi¬ 
tion, tyranny, are retrained to narrower bounds, 
and meet with more powerful controul, or are di¬ 
rected to a nobler channel: for all thefe advantages 
we are indebted, though indeed not altogether and 
alone, but in a great meafure, to chriflianity and its 

' influence 



AS TO GENERAL BENEFIT. 379 

influence on the general opinion and manners of its 
confeffors; and how greatly are the peace, the fecu* 
rity, the welfare of focial life, thereby improved ! 

So many, fuch great advantages, my pious hear¬ 
ers, in rcfpeft to knowledge, to virtue and integri¬ 
ty, to our tranquillity and hopes and our external 
welfare, do we owe to the do&rine of Jefus, whofe 
nativity we this clay commemorate. And fhould not 
the confideration of thefe advantages, which we all 
poffefs and enjoy, infpire us with gladnefs it our feli¬ 
city, and with gratitude to God, the author and 
giver of it ? Yes, chriftian feftivals are real days of 
rejoicing, but with a joy that relates particularly to 
the bounty of God, our father in heaven, who al¬ 
lows us to feel the whole worth of his parental pro¬ 
tection and love, and imprefles our hearts with gra¬ 
titude to him. Let us then excite thefe joys in our 
hearts, and endeavour to render them poignant and 
lively by refle&ion. To this end, let our imagina¬ 
tion convey us back to the times of heathenifm, let 
us vifit the temples of the gods, reprefent to our- 
felves the nugatory rites that were paid them by 
their worfhipers, and the fuperftitious terrors that 
furrounded thefe abodes of impofture; let us lament 
over the far greater ignorance, wickedncfs and def- 
ritution of all comfort, that formerly prevailed 
among our fpedes j let us bewail the miferable fate 
of the nations, who blindly followed their fightlefs 
guides, who proftrated themfelves before wood and 
ftone $ who lived as it were without God and with- 
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out hope in the world, and among whom alfo our 
forefathers were; and then compare our happier 
condition with theirs, and render due honour to 
‘ chriftianity, by which this beneficial revolution has 
been brought about. 

Or, if we cannot make this companion, from a 
deficiency of hiftorical information, we need not go 
fo far front our own times and from the prefent pre¬ 
vailing notions ; let us at leaft reflect what condition 
our knowledge, our virtue, our hope, our outward 
welfare, the fecurity and peace of focieJy, would be 
in, had \^e beefi deftitute of the advantage we have 
now confidered as the fruit of,chriftianity. In all 
probability we ihould then have lain buried in the 
thickeft darknefs of ignorance and fuperftition ; we 
fhould have been blind idolaters, miferable ilaves, 
dupes or impoftors, the fport of our grofs propen- 
fities and pallions; fearful, hopelefs, wretched mor¬ 
tals. Now are we children of light; men u ho 
know their creator, their obligations, and the ulti¬ 
mate end of their creation; worfhipers of the true 
God, comforted by his providence, by his grace, by 
th^expeftation of a better, an eternal life ; mem¬ 
bers of a civilized fociety, where vice is detefted, 
where virtue is efteemed and revered ; where upon 
the whole much integrity, much philanthropy, much 
veracity and confidence, is actually to be fftund. 
How happy then is it for us that Jel’us was born in¬ 
to the world, and promulgated his doctrine! What 
thanks do we not owe to him and to his heavenly 

father. 
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father, who fent him to us as our teacher and deli¬ 
verer! ■ - ~ - . . _ 

And how much happier may we ftill become, by 
employing his doCtrine aright! Let us not be fatif- 
fied with the general advantages it procures to all 
nations and languages. Let us ftrive to be partakers 
in the higheft perfection and happinefs, to which it 
is adapted to lead us. Let us therefore continually 
improve in the knowledge of this excellent doCtrine ; 
ever apply it more feduloufly to ourfelves; ever al¬ 
low ourfelves to be more and more animated by its 
fpirit, and ever ftudy to think and to live in a more 
chriitian. maimer. Let us follow its directions to the 
obtaining of felicity, with a cheerful and intire re- 
fignation of heart, and obferve all its precepts with 
unremitted attention. Thus fhall we ftrive to be¬ 
come by its means perfectly, free, perfectly wife, 
perfectly virtuous, perfectly and eternally blefied! 
God grant, my dear friends, God grant that this 
may be the progreffively happy portion of us ail! 

Cbri/hnasday. 



SERMON XIX. 


The high Value and Excellence of the Human Soul. 


Q OD, to thee belong majefty and power, glory 
and dominion, adoration and praife; for all 
that is in heaven and on earth is thine. Thine is the 
kingdom; thou reigneft over all. Thy kingdom is 
immenfe ; and thy dominion is gracious and merci¬ 
ful, juft and wife. Thou loveft all thy creatures, 
and wouldft render them as perfect and happy as 
their nature and their relations allow. We likewife, 
o God, may boaft of thee as our gracious ruler, as 
our beneficent father. Thou haft created us, how¬ 
ever igimble the ftation we fill in thy kingdom, af¬ 
ter thy own image. Thou haft made us little low¬ 
er than the angels, crowned us with glory and 
honour, and conftituted us lords over the works of 
thy hands. Thou haft elevated our fouls into ra¬ 
tional and immortal fpiiits, and rendered us capa¬ 
ble of everlafting felicity. And when we had re¬ 
jected this felicity by our fins, thou even fenteft us, 
o miracle of grace and* condefcenfion! thou even 

fenteft 
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fentcft us thy Ton, the crly-begottcn, to be a faviour 
and deliverer; and now we may prefume again to 
call ourfelves thy chilu’vn and to hope for an ever- 
lading felicity in communion with thee. What are 
we, o God, that thou haft done fo much for us, 
that thou haft fo highly favoured us ? Praifed be 
thy glorious and iwxhauftiblc goodnefs! We ac¬ 
knowledge, we feel the infinite worth of thy. gifts; 
but we alfo feel that we can never worthily thank 
thee for them. Oh that our whole lives might be a 
never ending aft of praife to thy great name! Oh 
that we conftantly (hewed by the beft ufe of the be¬ 
nefits and advantages which thou haft granted us, 
how highly we prize them, and how much we are 
bounden to thee for them ! O God, do thou thy- 
felf fupport, confirm thefe good difpofitions in us. 
Let their efficacy be manifested in the whole of our 
future conduft. Blefs to this end the meditations 
we are now about to begin. Teach us to apprehend 
the entire value of our fouls, and at all times to think 
and aft confiftently with that knowledge. Hearken 
to our prayer for the fake of Chrift, our mediator 
and interceffor, in w hofe name we further call upoQ 
thee, faying : Our father, &c. 
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MATTHEW Xvi. l 6 . 


What is a man profited, if he (hall gain the whole world, and 
lofc his own foul ? or what (hall a man give in exchange for 
his foul ? 

IGHTLY to afcertain the value of things, not 
to prize them higher, and not to be fonder of 
them than they deferve; to conned the prefent with 
the future, and in drawing our inferences to look 
not only at the former, but alfo at the latter ; never 
to lofe fight of our grand objed, and to regard and 
Ufe all other things only "as means to the advance¬ 
ment of it: this is the charader of the wife man. 
To judge of outward tilings only by the firft impref- 
fion they make on our fepfes, which is often a very 
fallacious one; to treat empty trifles as matters of 
great moment, and important concerns as contempt¬ 
ible trifles; to follow blind inftinds or headftrong 
paflions, in the choice of the objeds of our love and 
efteem; to facrifice a great future fortune to a pre¬ 
fent momentary pleafure orjranfient advantage; to 
take the means for the end, or to live in the world 
without a determinate plan entirely at random: this 
is the character of the fool. But who is that wife 
man, if it be not the chriftian, who thinks and ads 
confidently with his heavenly calling ? Who is this 
fool, if it fee not the fenfual man, who follows his 
1 depraved 
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depraved appetites, and barters heaven for the goods 
of the earth? The former, the true chriftian, 
holds all that is terreftrial and tranfient for what it 
actually is, and will hereafter be; and this mode¬ 
rates his affe&ion towards it, and renders the lofs of 
it by no means intolerable: the latter, the mere 
fenfual man, feeks his whole happinefs in earthly 
things; and if they chance to be ravifhed from 
him, he thinks himfelf call into the lowed depth of, 
mifery, as indeed he is, fince he has nothing left to 
compenfate his lofs. The former places his affec¬ 
tions on the worthieft objefts ; his whole heart is 
devoted to God, to religion, to virtue and friend- 
fliip: the latter beftows his whole love and efteem 
on fuch things as are unworthy of them, inade¬ 
quate to the capacities of man, and hoftile to his 
vocation. The former knows that he has an im¬ 
mortal fpirit, and all his endeavours tend to render 
that nobler pai*t of his being more perfect, and more 
fitted for that fuperior ftate to which he is haiie.iing : 
the latter forgets as it were that he has a reafonable 
foul, that is to live for ever, and confines his cares 
to his outward condition, and to whatever can flat¬ 
ter his fenfes. The former lives for eternity, and 
confiders his dwelling here on earth as a preparation 
for it: the latter confines his thoughts, defires and 
views to the fhort moment of his earthly pilgrimage, 
and lofes fight of the term to which it leads. From 
this contrail of the temper and conduct of the true 
chriftian, with the temper and conduct of the vicious 
vol. 1. c c man, 
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man, can we for a moment doubt that the former 
follows the dictates of wifdom, and that the latter 
betrays the mod egregious folly ? Whence however 
proceeds this di (Terence in their fentiments and ac¬ 
tions ? The chriflian recognizes and feels the whole 
value, the high dignity, the important deflination 
of his foul; he frequently reflects upon it; he com¬ 
pares what he is and does, impartially with what he 
ought to be and to do; and ftrives to conduct him- 
felf agreeably to his knowledge. The other on the 
contrary allows all this to efcape him, feldom or 
never thinks on it, and judges and ads in the gene¬ 
rality and the rood important of cafes, as if he be¬ 
longed to an inferior order of beings. Of fo much 
confequence is it, my pious hearers, that we fhould 
frame to ourfelves adequate conceptions of the value 
and excellency of our foul, and that thefe concep¬ 
tions fhould have a powerful influence on our con- 
dud. May it be granted me, under the divine af- 
fifiance and blefling, by my prefent difcourfe, to ex¬ 
cite you to fuch a deportment, as is conformable 
to them! What a value, what a dignity mud the 
human foul poflefs, of what a perfection and happi- 
nefs inuft it be fufceptible, fince Jefus, the delegate 
of God, in whom are all the treafures of wifdom 
and knowledge, fo exprefsly admonifhes us in our 
text againfl everything that may be injurious to our 
foul, and declares the gain of the whole world, the 
pofleffion of the greatefl opulence and the mod 
fplendid worldly circumflances, to be nothing in 

a companion 
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comparifon of thefe injuries, by faying : “ What 

fhall it profit a man, if he fhall gain the whole 
world, and lofe his own foul ? or what fhall a man 
give in exchange for his foul ?’* Well then, my 
friends, let us confider the high value, the excel¬ 
lency and dignity of the human foul: but let us like- 
wife attend to the behaviour that is proper for fuch 
noble, fuch highly favoured creatures as we are. 
Thefe two confiderations will compofe the matter of 
my difcourfe; and they are certainly of a nature to 
merit your utmoft attention. 

The nature and origin of the human foul, its 
great capacities and powers; what God has done 
and (till does for its prefervation and the advance¬ 
ment of its happinefs; its appointment and its 
future lot: all thefe proclaim it of exalted worth, 
and fet that worth beyond all doubt to reflecting 
creatures. 

How lofty is the origin of the human foul! How 
far in this refpeft does it excel the body! This is 
formed of the duft. It is produced by generation. 
It lies concealed in other terreftrial bodies, and its 
developement is occafioned by mortal man. The 
foul, as the fcripture fpeaks, is of divine defcent, is 
the offspring of God. God is in a peculiar fenfe her 
creator and father, as he is the creator and father of 
fuperior fpirits: fhe is therefore related to thofe ex¬ 
alted beings. Yes, fhe bears the imprefs of him 
who made her; and even the ftate of meannefs and 
of moral corruption, wherein fhe is at prefent, can- 
c c 2 not 
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not totally efface the glorious image. Her reafon is 
a ray of his unbounded intellect; her freedom and 
power are derived from his unlimited and conffantly 
efficient might; her love to what is beautiful and 
good, to order and perfection, her friendly and be¬ 
neficent afleCtions, are emanations, if I may fo fpeak, 
of his pure holinefs, of his eternal and unalterable 
beiugnity. 

Her fpiritual nature, elevated fo far above all that 
we difeern about us and in connection with us, 
bears witnefs aifo of her, excellency and of her fu- 
pemal extraction. She tells us intelligibly enough 
that {he is not of the earth, but of heaven. Had we 
already no plain and clear conception of the nature 
of our foul; even in affirming, that {he is a fimple 
effence, it would be much the fame as faying that {he 
is not, like matter, compofed of parts: yet our re¬ 
flection, as well as our moral fenfe, would inform 
us that flic is fomewhat wholly different from the 
body {he inhabits, and is far more excellent than it. 
The body, my friends, continues not a fingle mo¬ 
ment in the fame ftate in which it was before. It is 
continually undergoing various alterations, which, 
imperceptible as in part they may be, yet, taken to¬ 
gether, are very confulerable. It is conffantly lofing 
numberlefs little particles, which are as conffantly, 
by means of air, of food and drink, replaced by 
others ; and thus, in the courfe of a few years, our 
body is as it were totally renewed. But amidft all 
thefe revolutions of its groffer {hell, the foul re¬ 


mains 
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mains invariably the fame. She is confcious at 
every period of time, that (he is exaGly what fhe 
was in any antecedent portion of her life. She can 
connect the part, the prefent and the future toge¬ 
ther, though the part: be long fince paft, and for 
the future there be no reafon difcoverable in the 
material world. She begets thoughts, fhe draws 
inferences, fhe exerts powers, which not only have 
nothing fimilar to what we term magnitude, figure, 
folidity, motion, but are contradictory to thefe fe- 
veral properties of matter. All her ideas, diverfi- 
fied and innumerable as they may be, concentrate 
as it were in one point, which we muft neceflarily 
conceive as indivifible. She is therefore of a quite 
different, of a far more permanent and unchange¬ 
able nature than our body, and all other things 
that fall under the perception of our fenfes. 

Hence likewife it is, my pious hearers, that the 
well-being of the foul depends not fo much on the 
outward circumflances in which ihe finds herfelf, 
as on her own moral confutation. As fhe may be 
wretched while inpofleffion of the mod brilliant 
advantages of this life, and be fad amidft the free 
ufe of all the fources of joy that human fociety can 
difclofe, if error, paffion and vice, fhed darfcnefs 
and difmay upon her : fo can fhe on the other hand 
be contented in the abfence of all the goods of for¬ 
tune, and ferene under the burden of fevere afflic¬ 
tions, if the knowledge of truth, the confdoufhefs 
of innocence, the fentiment of her dignity, and the 
c c 3 prufpe& 
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profpeCt of the future world, infpire her with light 
and peace, with hope and alTurance. She can 
maintain her noble grandeur in the lowed ftation, 
her liberty in the bonds of flavery, her cheerful- 
nefs at the fight of death and corruption : file can 
preferve her virtue amidft all temptations, her for¬ 
titude in all dangers, and her greatnefs under all 
oppreffions. She foars above everything earthly 
and vifible; preffes by meditation into the very 
abodes of the perfected juft ; obtains a foretafte of 
their purer joys; and looks down from that emi¬ 
nence on all that is tranfient and vain with pity and 
contempt. Her perfection and happinefs are built 
on fuch properties, perceptions, fenfations and ha¬ 
bitudes, as no changes of fortune can affect; which 
fhe cannot lofe, though heaven and earth Ihould 
pafs away. How excellent then muft be the na¬ 
ture of the human foul! What a value muft 
thefe advantages confer upon it, beyond all that is 
jnaterial! 

Caft fecondly a look at her capacities and pow¬ 
ers, pious hearers, and you will ftill more plainly 
perceive her excellency and her value. How noble 
are the occupations of the human mind! Of what 
a high perfection is it fufceptible! How many 
great and aftonifliing things is man able to execute 
with it! He thinks, and is confcious of it. He 
forms to himfelf diftinCt ideas of external objects, 
and can increafe the number of thefe ideas without 
end, He compares his conceptions with one ano¬ 
ther, 
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ther, judges of their agreement or their oppofition, 
and combines them in thoufands of various ways. 
He proceeds from known things to unknown, from 
the eafy to the difficult; adopts principles, draws 
conclufions from them, links thefe conclufions to* 
gether, and is ever opening new profpe&s in the 
unbounded regions of truth that lie before him. 
Would his conceptions retire, he detains them. 
Are they obfcure; he diffufes a new light upon 
them. Are they vanifhed away; he calls them 
back. With his intelleft, man traces his own ca¬ 
pacities and powers, and obferves the rife, the pro- 
grefs and the varied combination of his reflections, 
his appetites and affe&ions. By means of his un- 
derftanding, man rules over all the beafts of the 
earth; knows how to reftrain their ftrength and 
over-rule their fubtlety by prudence, and to eafe 
himfelf by their fervice of the moft fatiguing la¬ 
bours; and the whole inanimate and irrational 
creation is rendered fubfervient to his profit and 
pleafure. By his underftanding, when providence 
has allotted him an exalted ftation among his 
brethren, he comprehends the multifarious and 
complicated concerns of intire kingdoms and ftates j 
judges of the ftrength and the weaknefs of every 
particular diftrid and^of its relative pofition to the 
whole; is vigilant and provident for the benefit of 
all; knows how to conned the feveral capacities, 
the jarring interefts, the oppofite views and various 
talents of his fubjeds with each other, to keep 
c e 4 them 
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them in their due equilibrium, and to turn them 
all to the advancement of one and the fame great 
end; enlightens and animates millions of perfons 
by the radiance he diffufes around him, and go¬ 
verns them fo, that in their fovereign they revere 
the benign parent and benefactor. He proceeds 
ftill farther with his intellect. By unremitted re¬ 
flection and by the help of acute difeernment, he 
dives into the fecrets of nature; invefligates the 
latent caufes, properties and effects of things j fees 
and admires. the wifdom and art obfervable in the 
fmallefi infeCt no lefs than in the ftruCture of the 
univerfe, and from obfervations on what are in 
themfelves apparently of little import, difeovers 
the univerfal law by which the Iargeft of the hea¬ 
venly bodies roll. With his intellect man lifts 
himfelf from earth to heaven, meafures the path 
and the diltances of the ftars, arranges them in 
daffes, calculates their dimenfions, weighs their 
folidity, and feeks and finds the place where they 
have flood for thoufands of years, and where they 
may ftand for ages to come. Nay, with his un- 
derftanding man ioars to the knowledge of the pri¬ 
mordial fource of all things, to the knowledge of 
him who is the creator and lord of mankind and 
of the univerfe, who is effential beauty and perfec¬ 
tion, .before whofe grandeuf and glory funs and 
worlds are as nothing. Even the infinite attributes 
pf this molt exalted being are not abfolutely hid¬ 
den from him. He beholds them refplendent in 

all 
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all his works, and ftudies his eternal will from the 
conditutions and arrangements he has edablilhed 
in nature. 

And who, my friends, can define the boundaries 
of the imagination and memory of the human foul 1 
The former traverfes the immenfe realm of crea¬ 
tion, far fwifter than light; ranges from one folar 
and planetary fyftem to another ; forms new worlds 
to itfelf; connects the pad with the prelent, and 
pierces to the remoteft futurity. The latter, the 
memory, can redore to its pridine combination and 
arrangement all that we have ever felt, all that 
we have ever thought, and of which no trace re¬ 
mains without us; it can ftore up unnumbered 
ideas of the moft diffimilar things, without confu- 
fion or commixture, for our future ufe; it can 
contain within itfelf the whole circle of arts and 
fciences, all the remarkable tranfaftions that we 
read of in ancient and modern hiflory, the inven¬ 
tions and difcoveries of mankind, always augment¬ 
ing this enormous dock of knowledge, and at all 
times delivering to us from it whatever is belt 
adapted to our prefent purpofe. 

With what faculties, farther, is the human foul 
endowed! The faculty by which, of its mere 
will, not as an effed of a natural and irrefidible in- 
ftind, but from free choice, with complete confci- 
'oufnefs, and to wifely dire&ed aims, the moft di- 
verfified movements in our body inftantaneoufly 
and infallibly arife, and by means of them a thou- 

land 
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fand revolutions, in the objeds without us, as in- 
ftantaneoufly and infallibly take place, and at its 
command as fuddenly and certainly ceafe: this 
faculty is an image of the omnipotence that calls 
that which is not into being, and orders that to 
pafs away which is to exift no more. It is a faculty 
that we know not how to explain, but which 
undoubtedly has fomething godlike in it, and ex¬ 
alts man far above the inanimate and the irrational 
creation; a faculty that iikewife mult have a great 
and beneficial influence on our moral condud, if 
we ftudied to exert it with greater confideration, 
and learnt to apply it aright. 

In fhort, how far may not the human foul ad¬ 
vance in moral perfedion ? She is not neceflitated 
to follow a blind and irrefiftible inftind. She de¬ 
termines herfelf. She ads from difcemment and 
choice, from knowledge and fpeculation. She 
knows how to diftinguilh the femblances of good 
and evil from what is adually fo; and even, by 
her inferences, to bring the remoteft confequences 
of things into confideration. She is fufceptible of 
the nobleft fentiments, and capable of the moft 
magnanimous adions. Has the defire of pleafing 
God and of accomplilhing his will, has the love 
of truth and virtue once got the alcendant in her, 
then may fhe withftand and repel the ftrongeft 
incitements to fin, either outward or inward. She 
can cheerfully facrifice fame and authority, riches 

and 
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and honour, eafe and fortune, health and life, to 
her duty. To refemble God, her heavenly fa¬ 
ther, in juftice and beneficence, to copy him 
with increasing accuracy, and to render herfelf 
continually more capable of nearer communion 
with him, is the ultimate aim of her inclinations 
and efforts. This exalted aim fee purfues with un¬ 
deviating ardour ; fpwntaneoufly rejects everything 
that might divert her from it; becomes conftantly 
wifer and better, and never ceafes from purluing a 
more elevated ftage of perfection. What a value, 
my friends, what a dignity mull the human foul 
poffefs, adorned as fee is with fuch capacities and 
powers, and capable of fuch a high degree, of fo 
inceffant an elevation of knowledge and virtue ! 

It is true, that the fame human foul, from whofe 
capacities and powers we conclude of her excel¬ 
lence, has likewife her weak fide; and were I to 
deny it, or endeavour to conceal it from you, the 
experience of all mankind of every age would con¬ 
vict me of falfehood and infmcerity. Yes, my 
friends, we all but too frequently experience how 
eafily our foul faints under the preffure of intenfe 
application j how fuddenly fee is precipitated from 
the heights to which fee had climbed, and how 
often fee fatigues herfelf in vain to fcan and ex¬ 
plore them. We all but too much experience how 
eafily we are milled into error, how quickly we 
fuffer ourfelves to be hurried away by impetuous 
paffions j how often we take the iemblance of a 

fubjedt 



396 THE HIGH VAX.UE OF THE HUMAN SOUL. 

fubjeft for its material quality ; and how difficult hr 
is for us to regain the path of truth and virtue, 
when once we have deviated from it. All of us 
experience but too much, that at prefent we are 
ftill furrounded by great darknefs and uncertainty ; 
that our knowledge is only patchwork j that in 
xnoft refpects we walk by faith and not by fight; 
and that in fhort the noblelt capacities of our na¬ 
ture can only be carried to a confiderable degree 
of perfection on earth by a very' final! proportion 
of mankind. But be upon your guard, my pious 
hearers, againft drawing from thefe experiences 
any inferences derogatory to the worth and dignity 
of the human foul. Confider under what adverfe 
circumftances file lives and acts in this world. 
Confider how much fhe is oppreflod by the corrup¬ 
tion of fin ; how much fhe is confined by the dif- 
orders and infirmities of the body ; how much fhe 
is impeded in her functions by the wants and occu¬ 
pations of this life, which demand the greateft part 
of our time and the principal exertions of our facul¬ 
ties ; and how often her ardour is even reprefied in 
education ; think what impediments fhe muft find 
in the buftle of bufinefs, the avocations of our 
fenfes, and the din of a clamorous world; and 
reprefent to yourfelves what fhe will be, when 
tbefe circumftances fhall be changed, thefe impe¬ 
diments removed, and fhe finds herfelf in another 
and better feene. Then will fhe firft fhew herfelf 
in her complete vigour, and if we at prefent pay a 

becoming 
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becoming attention to her improvement and fanfti- 
Fication, will proceed with rapid Heps from one de¬ 
gree of perfection to another. " Here, according to 
the wife conftitution eftablilhed by the creator, (he 
neither can nor ought to be fo perfect as by her na¬ 
ture fhe is adapted to become ; and therefore (he 
thus lofesno more of her worth and excellency, than 
the diamond lofes of its intrinfic value by not being 
cut and poiilhed. 

But, it may be faid, what are thefe capacities and 
powers of the human foul, let them be as great as 
they may, when compared with the capacities and 
faculties of fuperior beings ? Indeed, pious hearers, 
when I confider the immeafurable magnitude of the 
univerfe; when I reflect how probable it is, that we 
occupy but one of the lowed places among the in¬ 
telligent creatures of God ; when I mufe upon the 
great interval between mankind and the higheft or¬ 
der of fpirits, which may be as great, and probably 
much greater than the interval between the acuteft 
human intellect and that of the fimpleft infant: at 
fuch times I am loft in my own refle&ions; it then 
appears to me as if the aferibing of fuch value to my 
foul as I am wont to give it, were nothing more 
than a fuggeftion of over-weening pride. In thofe 
moments revelation fteps in to my aid. That teaches 
me what God, the creator of fpirits, has done for 
the human foul; and this frees me from all doubt 
that it mull have a great worth in his fight, who 
alone can infallibly judge of the value of things. I 

fliall 
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fhall not at prefent obferve hqw much the wifdom 
and goodnefs of God is revealed in the ftructure of 
the body which the foul inhabits ; how curioufly all 
the organs of fenfe are adapted to its information; 
and how plainly all the methods of his providence 
tend to the advancement of its perfection. I lhall 
not at prefent make my appeal to the frequency with 
which God has fent extraordinary teachers to man¬ 
kind, to difcovcr to them his will, to recall them 
from their deviations and to promote their falvation; 
how often he has even employed celeftial mefl'cn- 
gers, to refcue them from dangers and to certify 
them of his gracious protection. I will now juft re¬ 
mind you of the laft and molt glorious revelation of 
the divine grace promulgated to us by the gofpel. 
Chrift, my friends, the only begotten fon of God, 
the lord and head of angels, whofe outgoings were 
from everlafting, by whom God made the world, 
and ftill governs it, who would have remained hap¬ 
py in himfelf, happy in the contemplation and en¬ 
joyment of his Own perfections, happy in the admi- 
niftration and government of the moral world, 
though he had never call an eye of pity upon mortal 
man. He would have inhabited the praifes of eter¬ 
nity though man had never been redeemed. Yet 
for our fakes he leaves the glories of the heavens, he, 
to be here with us, forfakes the courts of everlaft¬ 
ing day, difrobes himfelf of his authority and (plea¬ 
der, comes upon earth, takes our nature with all 
its infirmities upon him, lives among mankind, is 

their 
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their brother, their teacher, their mediator, fub- 
mits to every affiiftion which embitters human life, 
fuffers for them unfpeakable pains, and dies at laft 
an ignominious and an accurfed death as a facrifice 
for their fins on the crofs, to fave human fouls from 
perdition, to enlighten, to improve, to fan&it'y hu- 
man fouls, to prepare for them the way to com¬ 
munion with God and to everlafting happinefs, to 
make them, from fervants of fin and death, the 
children of the Moft High, heirs of a bleffed im¬ 
mortality, citizens of heaven. Thefe proofs of di¬ 
vine love to mankind, fo great, that all the perfec¬ 
tion of created nature fades before it, and is but a 
foil to fet off the brightnefs of redeeming love; thefe 
proofs elevate them far above all that we can under- 
ffand or conceive; and this very proof of the divine 
love muff neceffarily give our nature a quite diffe¬ 
rent, in fadfc an inexpreffible dignity. Yes, God, 
when I contemplate thefe wonders of thy condefcen- 
fion and favour, I can no longer doubt that the hu¬ 
man foul is precious in thy fight, 'that thou loveft it 
with paternal affection, that thou haft defigned it for 
exalted happinefs. Then any difcouragement that 
may accidentally arife from my refle&ions on the 
immenfity of thy domain, on the countlefs myriads 
of thy worfhipers, and on the inconfiderable ftation 
I fill amongft them, vanifhes from my mind. Then 
I recover from the amazement into which the confi- 
deration of thy infinite greatnefs and my own infig. 
nificancy had thrown me. I am fenfible to the whole 
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value, the honour and the happinefs of being thy 
offspring, of bearing thy likenefs, and of being in 
the neareft alliance and clofeft union with thyfon, 
and am forced to break out in the words of the 
plaintiff : “ Lord, what is man, that thou art 

mindful of him ! what the fon of man, that thou 
fo . ardeff him !’* 

Figure to yourfelves lafllv, my friends, that you 
may perceive the worth and excellency of your fouls, 
their deftination and their future lot. Has not the 
refledfion already arifen in your minds from the 
foregoing confnl orations, that our foul is not here 
what by its nature it may and is defigned to be; 
that its capacities and powers are far too great and 
noble to be completely exerted in the prefent ftate 
of weaknefs ? And may we not thence venture to 
infer, that the God who cannot poffibly fail in his 
defigns, and who imparts to his creatures no facul¬ 
ties jvhich they never can employ, has not formed 
our foul for this terreftrial feene alone, that this is 
but the firft and tbweft ftep on the fcale of its exift- 
ence, that it is appointed to a continually advancing, 
to an eternal elevation ? And muff we not draw 
this inference from what God has done for our 
foul ? Would he, who is effential wifdom, who al¬ 
ways exa&ly proportions his means to his ends, 
would he have made fuch great preparatives, fuch 
marvellous difpofals for the promotion of our natu¬ 
ral and moral perfection, if he had produced us only 
that we might pafs a few years of rather animal than 

aaticnal 
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rational life, and then return again to nothing ? 
How! God has made me capable of knowing him, 
of worfhiping him, of loving him, of feeking my 
whole felicity in him; and this capacity, from 
which I have a right to promife myfelf fo much, 
which infpires me with fo ardent a defire after a 
clofer communion with this glorious being, I am to 
lofe in death! No, God cannot annihilate crea¬ 
tures whom he has endowed with fuch faculties, and 
favoured fo highly befides; and if he deftroy them 
not, they are fafe from all deftru&ion. If thefe con- 
clufions have not fufficient force to convince you, 
pious hearers, of this; then take the documents of 
the chriftian revelation upon it. It difiipates all the 
darknefs and uncertainty which in this particular 
might Hill remain. The fun of righteoufnefs has 
rifen upon our regions, and poured its radiance on 
the path of immortality. Enlightened by the bright 
beams of chriftianity, we authentically know that 
our fouls (hall not die, that they Ihall live for ever, 
that they Ihall exchange this world hereafter for a 
better. There will they unfold all their capacities 
and powers, and attain to the higheft degree of acti¬ 
vity and ftrength. There will they proceed from 
one ftep of knowledge to another, from virtue to 
fuperior virtue, from happinefs to fuperior happi- 
nefs, and nothing will impede them in their pro- 
grefs. Glorious arrangement! Happy portion! 
For ever Ihall we live and aft, for ever be more per¬ 
fect and happy, and for ‘ever have an increafing 
vol. 1. dd participation 
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participation in the divine nature. Yes, then will 
it firft be feen that God has made man in his own 
image. Then will our nature appear in the full difplay 
of its dignity, in all its magnificence and grandeur. 

Lo, thus noble is thy origin, o man, thus exten- 
five are thy capacities, fuch great things has God 
done for thee, fo fublime is thy appointment! 
Thy foul is of divine defcent; it is capable of 
an evcr-increafing perfedion ; it is of infinite dura¬ 
tion. Oh magnify thy creator; let all that is with¬ 
in thee praife his holy name ! Be fenfible to thy 
noble grandeur; forget not thy dignity; learn to 
honour thyfelf, and to think and ad confiftently 
with thy worth. Rejoice in thy happinefs, and be 
always rendering thyfelf more qualified for it by 
wifdom and virtue. But Ihudder likewife at the 
mifery, at the inconceivable mifery, of which this 
natural excellency makes thee fufceptible, and Ihun 
the way that leads to it, the way of vice, which de¬ 
grades thee, which hurls thee from the throne to 
which thou art called, and renders thee a Have. 

Oh how greatly I pity you, ye fenfual and earth¬ 
ly-minded, who never rife above vifible things, never 
ferioufly refled on the fpecial privileges granted you 
by your maker, on the perfection and glory for 
which he has defigned you; who are infenfible to 
your nobleft powers, or mifapply them to voluptu* 
oufnefs, to iniquity, to fm ; who are as it were all 
matter, and imagine that you live for no other pur- 
pofe than to iati&fy your corporeal wants, to aban¬ 
don 
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don yourfelves to animal gratifications, or to amafs 
unprofitable treafures ! How can ye imagine that 
to this end God has fo far exalted you above all the 
brute creation, that to this end he has employed fo 
many extraordinary means for your deliverance and. 
your falvation, or that in thefe purfuits you fhall at¬ 
tain the end for which you were created ! How can 
ye pretend to what is indeed the higheft boaft of 
man, that you honour the image of God within 
you, and are thus approximating that glorious be¬ 
ing, by a continually nearer afiimilation with him! 
No, you belie your noble grandeur, you debafe 
yourfelves to an inferior clafs of beings; you defeat 
the great defigns your creator has upon you ; you 
prefer darknefs to light, bondage to freedom, a 
merely fenfual and animal life to one that is heavenly 
and divine. The exalted, the everlafting happinefe 
of which your nature is capable, ye fpumfrom you 
with difdain. Nay, this is not all: ye are thus pre¬ 
paring for yourfelves punishments, which will be fo 
much the heavier as the talents are more excellent 
which God has committed to you, and which you 
abufe. This ye may do, o foolilh men ; ye may 
enervate, deprave, difgrace your foul, by folly and 
vice j ye may render it totally unfufceptible of the 
favour of God and the felicity of the future world ; 
ye may ftupefy it, and conceal your fhame and your 
mifery from yourfelves. But kill it ye cannot. It 
is immortal. It will live for ever. It will awake 
from its ftupefa&ion in another ftate j ^nd then will 
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it feel the whole weight of the fhame and mifery that 
lies upon it. Then will you experience, to your ex¬ 
treme confirmation, the truth of what our Saviour 
declares, that it will profit a man nothing to have 
gained the whole world, if he lofe his own foul; or 
what (hall a man give in exchange for his foul ? 
Lamentable profpe&s! Tremendous expectations! 
Oh ftrive to put your foul into a better frame, ere 
that great day arrive which fhall decide your future 
lot. Raife yourfelves from the earth ; rend your- 
felves from the dominion of fenfual lulls. Avail 
yourfelves of the gracious arrangements which God 
has made by Chriil for the deliverance of our fouls. 
Seek of him and in his doftrine that light which can 
enlighten you, that power which can amend and 
fan&ify you, that grace which can confole and blefs 
jrou. Accuflom yourfelves to confider and to judge 
of everything in its analogy with the futurity that 
awaits you, and purfue fuch a courfe as is agreeable 
to the excellency of your nature. 

Let the confiderationof this excellency of the hu¬ 
man foul inftru£t and comfort you, ye poor and low 
among the people, to whom neither riches, nor il- 
luftrious pedigree, nor exalted flations procure any 
regard. Let it infpire you, not with pride, but with 
a generous confidence, a lively fentiment of your 
inherent dignity. Let it teach you contentednefs in 
.your condition. Make ufe of thefe confiderations 
as your prefervatives from bafe fentiments and a 
fawning demeanour. That which truly exalts man¬ 
kind 
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kind above the irrational creation, what renders 
them capable of fuch great perfe&ion and happi- 
nefs, is common to you with the mightieft of the 
earth, with princes and with monarchs. If you 
poffefs the eflential and everlafting privileges of man, 
how eafily may you difpenfe with the things that 
confift more in outward Ihow than in intrinfic worth, 
and the pofleffion of which is confined to a few 
years. Honour therefore them, to whom, accord¬ 
ing to the diverfity of ftation eftabliihed by provi¬ 
dence, honour is due. Be obedient to them who 
have a right to command you: but both honour 
and obey, in a manner confiftent with the excel¬ 
lency of your nature, generoufly and nobly, not 
with meannefs and abjeft fervility; and deem it no 
misfortune you have not a fhare in that fupremacy 
and honour. Seek only to embellilh your foul with 
knowledge and virtue, to maintain your moral free¬ 
dom, to renew yourfelves after the image of God, 
and to become fitted for a blefied immortality; thus, 
in whatever ftation you are placed, you will be great 
and happy, both in the prefent and in the better 
world. 

And you, who have power and authority in your 
hands, you who, by the ftation you fill in human 
fociety, or by the other advantages that adorn youi, 
are fo far exalted above your brethren, never forget 
that thofe who are beneath you pullets what princi¬ 
pally ennobles man, what gives him his greateft 
d d 3 worth. 
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worth, in common with you; that their nature is 
as excellent as yours; that they have the fame def- 
tination with you ; and that they are moftly adven¬ 
titious and tranfitory things by which you are diftin- 
guilhed from them. Beware then of confidering 
them as if they were beings of an inferior order ; 
and conftantly refled, that nothing, abfolutely no¬ 
thing, can make a man mean and contemptible but 
folly and vice. Shew, much rather, even to the 
loweft among mankind, the efteem and affe&ion that 
is their due as rational and immortal creatures, as 
children of our univerfal Father in heaven, as co¬ 
heirs of your future glory; the regard and love 
which God and his fon Jefus have ihewn to them, 
and everlaftingly will {hew. 

And all you, who bear the name of chriftians, 
confefs likewife here the excellency of the gift with 
which God has favoured you in the chriftian revela¬ 
tion. To this revelation you are chiefly indebted for 
the knowledge you have of the dignity of your foul, 
and its high vocation. To this revelation you are 
indebted for knowing the means whereby you may 
maintain this noblenefs of your foul, and reach the 
ends of its formation. This divine revelation has 
even guided you, chriftian philofophers, on the way 
of truth, has removed the grand impediments that 
might have flopped your progrefs on it, and given 
you both light and force to walk with firmer ftep 
and to come nearer to the mark of perfpicuity and 
certainty. 


O chrif* 



THE HIGH VALUE OF THE HUMAN SOUL. 407 

O chriftians, revere the heavenly do&rine to which 
you are fo much beholden. Beware how you mifufe 
this gracious boon, or apply it only to the adorn¬ 
ing of your minds. Let the light, with which it en¬ 
lightens you, ftrike into your hearts, fo as to cheer 
and fertilize them to generous fentiments. Let it 
not only guide your perceptions and judgments, but 
let it direct your affeftions and regulate your con- 
du£t. Think and a£t at all times fo as becomes 
creatures whofe origin is fo illuftrious, whofe facul¬ 
ties are fo great, whofe deftination is fo glorious. 
And whenever temptations flatter, whenever the 
men of the world would feduce you to take part in 
their follies and exceffes, let thefe thoughts be pre- 
fent to your mind : — What! (hall I debafe my ra¬ 
tional and immortal foul ? Shall I prefer grofs and 
animal gratifications to the pure and generous plea- 
fures and occupations of the mind? Shall I by 
foolifh, fenfual purfuits plunge from the eminence 
on which I ftand, as the image of the deity, into 
the mirey pool of wallowing beafts ? Shall I fur- 
render apd difqualify myfelf for the happinefs to 
which I am invited in the world to come, that I may 
enjoy a few fleeting fatisfa&ions and fallacious de¬ 
lights of the prefent, or that I may gratify particular 
perfons, and purchafe their favour at the expenfe of 
my innocence and peace ? No, I will endeavour to 
maintain the poll which my creator has affigned me, 
and worthily to employ the talents he has intrufted 
to my care, that he may intruft me as a faithful fer- 
i) u 4 vant 
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vant with more hereafter, and requite the ufe he ap¬ 
proves of my faculties and advantages with higher 
advantages and greater powers. To know him, to 
commune with him, to regulate my heart and my 
life by his will, to ftrengthen and cherifti in my 
foul each beneficent, each friendly propenfity, to 
become conftantly wifer and better, and even now 
to purfue a heavenly courfe, lhall be my chief con¬ 
cern, my glory and my joy. This fhall fupply the 
want or the lofs of all earthly diftinflions, tranfport 
me beyond time and the grave, and lay a firm foun¬ 
dation for my everlafting perfection and happinefs. 
And may this, my friends, be the purpofe and en¬ 
deavour of us all; may this be our future portion! 



SERMON XX. 


The Value of Man’s Life-time upon Earth. 


p OD, before whom worlds infinite revolve their 
mazy dance like atoms in the funbtam, who 
alone poffeffeft immortality, and liveft from ever- 
1 ailing to everlaliing, how abfolutely nothing are ail 
mankind before thee, the Eternal and Infinite! We 
are of yelterday, and perhaps to-morrow fl. a ■ no no 
more! Short and uncertain are our days on earth j 
they pafs away like a lhadow ! Yet under thy con- 
troul and according to thy appointment] Yet 
abundant in confequences for all future times, for 
all the ages of eternity ! Yes, the number of our 
months is with thee, thou haft appointed us a 
bound that we cannot pafs. Daily, hourly, we are 
drawing nearer to it; and how foon lhall we not at¬ 
tain it! But glorious is the prize that Ihines before 
us at the end of our courfe, the prize for which 
thou haft commanded us to contend: it is a fupe- 
rior perfeftion, a purer felicity than this earthly life 
can afford us! Yes, thou haft called us, who are 
6 - dull 
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duft and afhes, to immortality ; thou haft made us 
capable of an everlafting duration, of an ever-in- 
creafmg felicity. And how important is thus our 
fhort life-time on earth! How important every day, 
every hour of it! Here it is our bufinefs to pre¬ 
pare and form ourfelves for that fuperior, better 
life. Here we are to accumulate treafures, treafures 
of wifdom and virtue, for futurity. Oh might we 
never lofe fight of our high deftination ! Might 
we conftantly be coming nearer it every year, every 
day ! May particularly the year we have entered 
upon to-day, be blefied in this refpeft, and be dif- 
tinguilhed from all the paft years of our life by a 
zealous, unabated progrefs towards the mark of 
our high calling! Yes, to thee the lord and father 
of our life, may this gift of thy bounty be confe- 
crated, to the faithful accomplifhment of thy will 
and the duties of our fuperior celeftial vocation! 
Oh teach us then its importance, teach us thorough¬ 
ly to underftand and to feel the value of the time, 
whether longer or Ihorter, thou haft appointed each 
of us for his terreftrial abode, as the period of his 
difcipline and probation; and grant that we may 
ever employ it more faithfully, improve it more di¬ 
ligently, and thus ever ftrengthen farther our hope 
of a blefled immortality. Yes, let us continue and 
complete this new period of our lives with the fame 
good, pious fentiments and difpofitions with which 
we have begun it. Blefs to that end our reflexions 
on thefe important fubjects, and let them have a 

powerful. 
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powerful, lading influence on the whole of our fu¬ 
ture conduct till this tempeftuous night be pad, and 
the eternal morrow dawn. We afk it of thee in the 
name of Jefus Chrid our lord, addrefling thee fur¬ 
ther, with filial confidence, in his words: Our 
father, &c. 


psalm cxliv. 4. 


Mail is like a thing of nought: his time pafleth away like a 
fliadow. 


OTH 1 NG is by many perfons more thought- 
lefsly trifled away than their time. They hold 
nothing to be more infignificant than an hour, a day, 
a week. Therefore as they have always time enough 
for everything, they put everything off from one 
time to another, and take no account of its iofe. 
Therefore it is that time feems, by their feelings, 
fo tedious in its progrefs, hangs often fo heavy on 
their hands, as to make them anxioufly long for 
each fucceflive change or divifion of it. Therefore 
it is, that they are fo feduloufly attentive to the 
means of fliortening their time, and fo eager to feize 
on anything that promifes them this favour. There- 
fore every diffipation, every company, every amufe- 
ment, every play or force, every new feene, be it 
never fo terrifying or alarming, finds fuch a hearty 
welcome. — Would one not imagine that perfons 

who 



THE VALUE OF Man’s 


4»2 

who think in this manner were fure of their lives 
for hundreds or thoufands of years to come, and 
that the profpeft of this long continuance filled them 
with perturbation and horror ? And yet thefe are 
beings of yefterday, and may perhaps fee nothing 
of to-morrow! Beings, whofe time flits away like 
a fhadow! Beings, whofe longeft life is as fliort as 
it is precarious, and who even themfelves but too 
frequently complain of the brevity and uncertainty 
of it! Whence then this direct contrariety with 
themfelves ? How can one and the fame fubjeft 
have fuch oppofite qualities, and occafion fuch op- 
pofite judgments ? Becaufe it is not always feen in 
the fame point of view, not always meafured by the 
fame ftandard ; becaufe it is not always judged of 
bv what it is in the abflraft, but according to the 
prefent feelings we have of it, and the ufc to which 
we apply it. Is the time fiill future, do whole 
months and years fiill intervene; its tardy approach 
makes the man of the world impatient: is it prefent, 
and he knows not well how to employ it; the 
weight of it is a burden : is it pafl, has it flipped 
from him unufed and unenjoyed ; he laments the 
fhortnefs and velocity of it. Mere millakes, which he 
alone avoids, who knows how to eftimate the value 
of time, and conftantly to make a proper ufe of it. 
To him the time that is allotted him on earth is of 
the utmoft importance, as he underftands its nature 
and deftination, and in the application of it has both 
of them conftantly in view. And this, my dear 

friends. 
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Friends, it fhould be to us, to us who have again left 
behind us another large fection of it, and are come 
nearer its end by one whole year! To the further¬ 
ance of this purpofe let us firft confider the great 
value or the vaft importance of time, in fo far as it 
limits our fojourn and our deftinadon on earth ; and 
then draw from the rcful: a few rules for the pru¬ 
dent regulation of our behaviour in regard to it. 

The time of our life upon earth is important, my 
pious hearers, it is of great value, as it is Ihort and 
of extremely uncertain duration. He would not 
need to be particularly chary of his time, and might 
be fomewhat prodigal of it, who fhould have fome 
thoufands of years to live and was fure of his life ! 
But by no means he who can fcarcely count upon 
fo many days, and not upon one with any certi¬ 
tude! Yes, fliort is the longeft life of man; and 
yet very few of the fpecies attain to the utmoft li¬ 
mits of it. N umbers are obliged to quit the courfe, 
when they have but juft entered upon it; have 
hardly advanced a few fteps, ere they know any¬ 
thing either of its ufe or deftination, ere they have 
tailed its pleafures or experienced its troubles. And 
how many others are fnatched away by death, be¬ 
fore they have left the half of it behind, and have 
fuddenly reached the term which they thought at fo 
great a diftance ! And what are even feventy or 
eighty years to fuch as have palfed them ? To a be¬ 
ing that pants after immortality, and feels poffelfed 
of inexhauftible powers and infatiaMe defires, are 

they 
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they anything more than a tranfient morning's 
dream ? And who of us all can tell whether he fhall 
dream out this dream, or whether he (hall not much 
fooner awake in another feene of things ? Who of 
us knows whether the prefent year may not be the 
laft, whether the prefent day may not be the laft to 
him ? As certainly as we are all here at prefent 
alive, fo certainly will more than one of us be no 
longer on the earth by the end of the prefent year. 
And this may be the portion of the youngeft, the 
healthieft, the ftrongeft, as well as of the mod aged 
and infirm ; it may attack any one of us, however 
vivid the fenfe of his vital powers may be at prefent! 
And fhould not the time, which is fo fhort and un¬ 
certain, be of great value to us ? Can we afford to 
fquander any of it away ? Can we allow any of it 
to run to wade ? Did the youth confider, that 
even ir. the fpring tide of his life, he may become a 
prey fo death ; that he may bloffom here, but not 
bear fruit; did the man refleft that he may not 
reach the pinnacle of extreme old age; that he may 
be thrown into the grave in the midft of his courfe: 
how very differently would both the one and the 
other apply and enjoy their appinted time ! How 
carefully would the former cherilh and guard, in 
the bloom of his life, that innocence that is to be 
the ground of his felicity in a better world ; and 
how zealoufly would the other drive to correfpond 
with his vocation ! But does either the one or the 
other know the contrary of this, with any affurance ? 

Can 
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Can the former reckon with certainty on feeing the 
fummer, can the latter on feeing the autumn of his 
life ? And fhould not both of them therefore fo 
pafs the few precarious years they have to live, as 
though each of them were to be the laft ? 

The time of our life on earth is farther important, 
my pious hearers, it is of great value, as it flits away 
with incredible fpeed. The time of man, fays our 
text, paffeth away like a fhadow. Place thyfelf upon 
the margin of a rapid torrent; obferve with what 
incelfant force one drop purfues another, one wave 
drives on another, how every moment the furface 
of the ftream is changed, how foon and how far what 
thou faweft but now is rolled away beyond thy fight, 
and how it devolves its accumulated waters to the 
larger river, and afterwards, with the river itfelf, is 
abforbed in the ocean ; then wilt thou have a fimi- 
litude of the velocity with which thy hours, thy 
days, thy years, flow on. Yes, everything as it 
were adds flcetnefs to time! What a confiderable 
portion of it are we robbed of by fleep, the brother 
of death! How clofe together, how blended, are 
commonly the moment of being awake and the firfl 
inftant of fleep! How imperceptible, how totally 
effaced from our remembrance, how completely an¬ 
nihilated is the interval between them ! And then 
the various and fucceffive affairs of life, which admit 
of no delay, conllantly purfuing and preffmg on 
each other; the daily, the hourly revolutions and 
vicilfitudes of all about usj our own reftlefs en¬ 
deavours 
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deavours after fome object, after greater a&ivity and 
happinefs, after new pleafurcs and profpe&s ; the 
multitude and variety of views, of projects, of con¬ 
cerns, of expectations, of obftacles, of impulfes, of 
joys and forrows, which are continually meeting, 
purfuing, overtaking, or impeding us on the path 
of life; how greatly muft all thefe accelerate the 
race of time! Yes, rapid, inconceivably rapid, is 
its current! Ere we have looked about us, it is 
gone ; ere we have made up our minds, the oppor¬ 
tunity for doing or enjoying good is part. Nothing 
can detain its flight, nothing abate the rapidity of 
its courfe. Tedious as it may frequently feem in 
reference to our wifhes and expectations, fo quickly 
is it elapfed when once arrived ; and he who knows 
not how to prize its worth, nor apprehends its con- 
fequence, who makes no account of hours and mo¬ 
ments as well as of days and years, will fuffer the 
greater part of it to flow on without profit or enjoy¬ 
ment. 

The time of our life on earth is thirdly of confe- 
quence, my pious hearers, it is of great value, as 
it is irrevocable. Once part, it is gone for ever. 
Once elapfed, unufed and unenjoyed, it is for ever 
loft. No regrets, no tears, no lamentations, can 
recall it from the gulph of the paft. Where is the 
year we completed yefterday j where are the hours 
we have already pafied to-day ? Can we live or 
enjoy either the one or the other again ? O young 
man, -yhere is the period of thy guiltlefs child¬ 
hood ? 
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hooJ ? Where are the days of thy blooming 
youth, o thou that art arrived at manhood ? 
Where is the whole of thy life-time, thy puerile, 
thy juvenile, thy manly, thy advanced age, o 
thou that art full of years, who art trembling on 
the verge of the grave ? Is not the childhood of 
the youth, the youth of the man, the whole life¬ 
time of the aged, for ever elapfed, irrevocably 
vanifhed away ? Which of you all can fet out 
upon his courfe afreih, or only tread one pace of 
it again ? Thou wifheft in vain, o thou who haft 
trifled and fquandered away thy youth, or fpent 
thy beft years in the fervice of folly and vice, in 
vain doft thou wifh their return ; in vain doft thou 
repine at the inconceivable velocity with which 
they efcaped thee; in vain doft thou deplore thy 
levity, thy hcedleffnefs, and the mifufe thou haft 
made of the faireft feafon, the beft years of thy 
life ! Their lofs is irretrievable; the ceafelefs tor¬ 
rent of time has carried them away, and nothing 
can repair the damage thou haft thus brought on 
thyfelf. The time that is ftill before thee, thou may- 
eft more wifely and better employ, and thereby be¬ 
come happier j but the hours, the days, the years that 
are once behind thee, are no more in thy power, 
and the pernicious effefts of the unemployment or 
abufe of them can never be entirely done away. 
And fliould not the time, my dear friends, that is 
fo irrecoverable, the lofs of which is fo irreparable, 
be of great importance, of great value in our eyes ? 
vou 1. e £ We 
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We ought furely to be as cautious and ceconomi- 
cal as poffible in the management of what we may 
fo cafiiy negleCt and lofe, but which cannot with 
impunity be neglected and loft. 

The time of our life on earth is fourthly impor¬ 
tant, my pious hearers, it has a great value, fince it 
is granted us for the purpofe of executing a num¬ 
ber of weighty and difficult matters. Oh how 
much have we all to do in this fhort fpace of life, 
if we would apply it to the ends for which it is 
given, if we would be and become here what we 
are called to be and to become! To fatisfy our 
animal wants, to procure us food and raiment, to 
fupport our terreftrial life, to purfue fome art or 
trade; to provide for the maintenance of our fa¬ 
mily, to promote the welfare of fociety and to per¬ 
form a particular part in it: this is not all, this is 
not the chief of what we have here to attempt and 
to achieve! To thefe purpofes we have no need 
of all thofe great capacities and powers which we 
have received of the creator, of all the means to 
higher perfection and happinefs of which he has 
made us fufceptiblc! No, here we are to become 
intelligent, wile, virtuous creatures; here we are 
to controul our fenfuality, to govern ourfelves, to 
think and live by fettled principles on a deter¬ 
minate plan; here we are to love God and our 
brethren, to direct all our appetites and affe&ions 
to the belt and worthieft objects, to feek our fatif- 
fadtion in juftice and humanity, to refine and dig- 
,5 nify 
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nify our tafle, to ftudy to employ all our capaci¬ 
ties and powers in the belt manner, and by thefe 
means to prepare ourfelves for the employments 
and pleafures of a fuperior life. And are thefe 
truly things that are fo quickly, fo eafily effefted ? 
Is this truly the work of a few hours or days? 
Does it not require many and reiterated attempts, 
continued practice, inceffant application ? Have 
we not many both inward and outward impedi¬ 
ments and difficulties to encounter by the way ? — 
Can we ever in all thefe particulars become fo ex¬ 
pert, fo complete, that we cannot ftill become more 
apt and more perfeCt ? Are we not capable of a 
conftantly progreffive, of an unbounded perfection ? 
And fhould not the time in which we have all this 
to do, and which is fo lhort and precarious, be im¬ 
portant, be precious in our fight ? Certainly the 
man who degrades himfelf in his fentiments to a 
level with the beafts of the field, and expeCts after 
death to fhare their fate, may confider the time of 
his life on earth as infignificant, and be indifferent 
to the ufe of it! But to him who reflects on the 
true ends of his creation, who apprehends the dig¬ 
nity of the man and the chriltian, who confiders 
and feels his immortality, his alliance with fuperior 
beings and with the deity himfelf, to him every 
day, every hour of his earthly exiftence, muft and 
will be highly important. To turn it to the bell 
account muft and will be at once both his duty and 
his delight. 


B s 2 


A fifth 
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A fifth circumftance, which renders the time of 
.our life on earth of much importance, and gives it 
a great value, is this: however fhort, however un¬ 
certain, however irrevocable time is, yet, in every 
greater or fmaller divifion of it, we may.do much 
good or much harm, may be very ferviceable or 
very prejudicial. To this neither a whole lifetime, 
nor whole years, nor months, arc requifite. Every 
day may occafion*to ourfelvcs and to others whole 
ages of happinefs or mii'ery. Every hour may be 
the parent of a thoufand and a thoufand gloomy or 
pleafant, cheerful or forrowful, hours and days. 
They all are concatenated together, are all inter¬ 
woven with each other, and all fruitful in great 
and important effects. Haft thou lavifhed away 
and mifemployed one hour, one day, one month, 
one year of thy life; thou haft not only loft this 
time, and loft it for ever, but its lofs and its mif- 
ufe has the moft baneful influence on all thy future 
hours and days and months and- years. On the 
other hand, haft thou well employed the prefent. 
time, whether long or fhort; haft thou fown good 
feed in it, and exercifcd thvfelf in ufeful matters; 
then wilt thou reap an increafe of a thoufand 
fold in the times to come. And how much good, 
or how much evil, how much of what is generally 
ufeful or generally prejudicial may we think, will, 
fpeak, plan, or execute, in one fingle.day, in one 
Angle hour! How often is a day, or an hour, a 
fource of never-failing joy, or of unremitting for- 

row. 
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row, to ourfelves and others ! How often is the 
foundation laid of a thoufand agreeable or difagree- 
able fenfations, of a thoufand laudable or oppro¬ 
brious adions! How often does a day, or an 
hour, pacify or difturb, embitter or fweeten the 
whole fucceeding life to ourfelves or others ! How 
often ftrengthen the weak, or render him weaker 
ftill; inftrud or confufe the ignorant; guide the 
innocent aright, or feduce him aftray into forbid¬ 
den ground ; comfort the fufferer, or multiply his 
forrows; amend the wicked, or corrupt him more; 
rejoice or afflid the good! How much is fre¬ 
quently effected by one thought, one word, one 
opinion, one adion, one miftake, or one omiffion ; 
how far do its effeds extend ! And if one hour, 
one day may be fo important to ourfelves and to 
others, how important mud whole months, whole 
years, how important muff our whole life-time be ! 
What an oppreffive load of bad, of criminal at¬ 
tempts and adions, muff the vicious be heaping 
upon themfelves during the whole courfe of it! 
And how rich a treafure of good, godly fentiments 
and adions, of adions that God will requite, may 
the virtuous be at the fame time colleding toge¬ 
ther ! And fliould not the time, wherein we may 
do this or the other, and one of them we fhall cer¬ 
tainly do, be of the utmoft importance to us ? 

Yes, the time of our life on earth is important; 
it is of great value : fince the ufc or negled of it 
has an influence on all our future deftinies; their 
e e 3 confe- 
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confcqucnces accompany us into the grave, and 
out of the grave again into the regions of eternity. 
The prefent, my chriftian brother, is the feafon of 
fowing. If thou omit carefully to cultivate the 
field intruded to thee, if thou fow it not with good 
grain, or fow it fparingly, and negleft to guard 
and tend it as it fprings up, grows and fills: thou 
canft not hope to reap hereafter ^ the crop will 
fail theej thou wilt fuffer want and mlferyj or 
thou wilt reap but fparingly; thou wilt be reduced 
to eat the bitter and corrupt fruit of thy evil deeds. 
This is the time of exercife and difcipline. Here 
thou art to allow thyfelf to be educated, formed, 
improved: here thou art to employ thy faculties 
and powers, to exert them as becomes a rational, 
an immortal creature, to love and to prize truth 
and virtue above all things, to rejoice in God, to 
obey him cheerfully, and to learn contentment and 
happinefs in the accomplifhment of his will. Dofl 
thou not make this thy lludy, rejected thou the 
difcipline and the inflruction of thy father in hea¬ 
ven ; doll thou refufe to exercife thyfelf in what is 
right and good : then wilt thou proceed, ignorant, 
unimproved, inexpert, from the fchool of this life, 
into thy fuperior appointment: then, at the time 
of retribution, thou haft nothing to expedl in re¬ 
turn for thy induftry and fidelity; then muft thou 
fuffer the penalty due to thy untra&ablenefs and 
thy difobedience; then muft thou, if thou wouldft 
even there be happy, then muft thou become fo 

by 
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by other means, by a much harlher, much feverer 
difcipline. Here is the time for preparation : here 
mult thou learn to love, to ufe, to enjoy, at lead 
as a novice, the occupations, the pleafures, the ad¬ 
vantages of the future life, and give a nobler direc¬ 
tion to thy tafte and inclinations, fuch as befits that 
fuperior ftate. Doft thou omit fo to do ; doit 
thou peril ft in retaining thy animal, thy earthly 
difpofitions : then muft thy delights, thy pleafures, 
thy happinefs, ultimately terminate with the pre- 
fent life ; then art thou not fufceptible of the purer 
delights, the nobler pleafures, the exalted blifs, 
which, at the time of fruition, await all thofe who 
have prepared and fitted themfelves for them. But 
happy, eternally happy for them, who have actu¬ 
ally done and continue to do lb ! They may pro- 
mife themfelves the molt luxuriant harveft from 
what they have fbwn, the mod glorious fruits 
from the docility with which they have allowed 
themfelves to be educated, and the moft blifsful 
enjoyment from, their diligent preparation. And 
fhould not the time, which thus determines all 
our future deftinies, which procures us either hap¬ 
pinefs or mifery, reward or punilhment, in the 
other world; Ihould not this time be important, 
Ihould it not be of ineftimable value to us ? 

Is this however true, my dear friends ; is. the 
time of our life on earth fo Ihort and precarious ; 
flits it fo rapidly away; is.it fo irrecoverable; is 
it allotted to us for the performance of fo many 
u 4 weighty 
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■weighty and difficult matters; may we in every, 
even the fmalleft portion of it, do fo much good 
or fo mucli evil, fo many generally ufeful or gene¬ 
rally hurtful actions, and is the application of it fo 
influential on our future fortunes : oh then confi- 
der and ufe this time agreeably to its value and the 
purpofes for which it is granted ! It may be huf- 
banded ; but it may likewife be lavifhed away : it 
may be comparatively prolonged ; but it may like¬ 
wife be abridged: it may leave vefliges of its paffage 
behind, which may gladden ourfelves and others 
for ever ; it may likewife for ever be totally loft to 
us and to them. The former is the aim and the 
happinefs of the wife : this the behaviour and the 
punilnment of fools. Oh let that be your aim, 
your me ft zealous, your incefi'ant aim, my dear 
friends! Treafure the time, the fhort, the uncer¬ 
tain, the fleeting, the irremeable, the important 
time you have here to live prize each year of it, 
each day, every hour. Be not prodigal, be oeco- 
nomical of your time, of which you may have fo 
little left, and of the application whereof you mufl 
one day give an account. Let not your time pafs 
unemployed, unimproved away. Let it not elapfe 
in idlenefe or vice. Beware of trifling or idling 
away the hours, the days, that are fo groat and 
important in their value, and irreparable in their 
lofs. Seize, fruit ify every moment that is ftill in 
your power; mark it with fame reflection, with 
feme action not unworthy of a man j and thereby 

give 
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give a certain fixednefs and {lability to what is fo 
evanefcent and unftcady. Conceive and effeCt as 
much good as ever you can; and though you 
cannot thus flop the rapid flight of time, yet make 
it memorable to you, and the recollection of it a 
fountain of joy. — Procraftinate nothing; fince 
time is uncertain, it is not in your power. Do 
and enjoy the good to-day, which to-day you are 
allowed to do and to enjoy ; fince you know not 
whether you will have time and ability and oppor¬ 
tunity «for it to-morrow. Confider, deem, treat 
the prefent, conftantly as it is connected with the 
future. Frequently refleCt, that fhortly time will 
be no more to you ; the time for practice and pre¬ 
paration : and the more you have ftill to do, in a 
view to your improvement, haften fo much the 
more to finifh this important bufinefs. The far¬ 
ther the day of your earthly life is already fpent, fo 
much the more feduloufly apply every remaining 
hour or moment of it to the performance of the 
talk committed to you, that you may not be un¬ 
prepared when the night comes on wherein no man 
can work. And then, but only then, though your 
time pafs away like a Ihadow, it is not loft ; it has 
been that to you which it was appointed to be, and 
has procured you what it was defigned to procure 
you; and to the time well employed enfues eter¬ 
nity, wherein we {hall not lament the faithful ufe 
of it, wherein it wall inceflantly rejoice us i 


And 
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And may this, my dear friends, be the Jot of 
you all; thus important and blefled may time be 
to you ! It is certainly the beft wife, at the com¬ 
mencement of this new feftion of time, I can give 
you, in whofe welfare I am fo deeply concerned; 
a wilh in which my heart takes the warmeft inte- 

reft.-Long and blelfed be your days, my 

deareft companions and hearers! May cheerful 
confidence and pious joy be their conftant atten¬ 
dants ; may hope and reliance on God, and the 
profpeft of a better life, fhed light and felicity upon 
them! Brightened by wifdom and virtue, may 
they ferenely glide away; free from all felf- 
accufing forrows, free from reproaching and anx¬ 
ious cares! May no day of your lives pafs by 
without profit and enjoyment; may none of them 
caufe you confufion and fhame in the folemn hour 
of death ! None witnefs againft you at the day of 
judgment! But may each of them be marked by 
ufeful employments, by fome laudable action, by 
grateful enjoyment of the bounties of heaven, each 
be fruitful in bleffed effects for the future life! 
Yes, though fliort and fleeting your days on earth* 
yet rich may they be in the bleffings of God, in 
the works of righteoufnefs, in the works of bene¬ 
ficence and love, and the memorial of them be as 
joyful to yourfelves as to your contemporaries, 
your children and your defeendants! And when 
at length the lail of the days of your life fhail ar¬ 
rive. 
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rive, when you are fummoned to exchange time for 
eternity, then may the peace of God confole and 
gladden your hearts, then may you take up the 
words of the triumphant apoftle: “ 1 hh-.ve fought 
the good fight; I have finiflied my courfe. Hence¬ 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteouf- 
nefs, which the Lord, the righteous judge, fhall give 
me!” I have flood firm to God and to virtue, 
and fhall receive the prize from my judge and my 
Father, which he will give to all who by patient 
continuance in well-doing feek for praife, for glory 
and immortality!—Yes, teach us, o God, our 
moft merciful Father, fo teach us to think and to 
live, that we may pafs through the grave and gate of 
death, into the blifs of the better, the eternal life! 

New-year's day., 1783. 



SERMON XXI. 


The Value, or ihe Importance of one Tear. 


G OD, who liveft and reignefl: and operated: 

from everlafting to everlafting, who ordered: 
and ruled all times and worlds according to thy 
good pleafure, and, far exalted above all vicilfi- 
tudes and accidents, ever remained: what thou art 
and whofe years Ihall have no end; we, whofe 
days are like a lhadow, whofe lives are as nothing 
before thee, we are here aflembled in thy prefence 
to adore thee, the Eternal, the Infinite, and to 
confecrate to thee, to whom our time and all that 
we are and have peculiarly belong, the drillings of 
the year. May the tribute of our reverence and 
our fubmiflion be acceptable in thy fight ? — With 
grateful awe ue approach thy throne, o God, and 
the praife of thy goodnefs Ihall be our firft employ¬ 
ment this day and for ever! What a feries of 
precious bounties and bleflings, fpiritual and tem¬ 
poral, prefent themfelves to our mind when we re¬ 
view the year that is pall, and to whom but to thee 

and 
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and thy unmerited favour have we to render thanks 
for all! Life, health, ftrength; food, raiment; 
progrefs and bleffing in our affairs; light and in- 
ftru&ion ; comfort and hope; prefervation from 
fin and from mifery; ability to goodnefs ; private 
and public welfare ; fatisfa&ions of the preient and 
of the future life : whence do they all proceed ; 
whence but from thee, o facred fource of ever- 
flowing love, and thy unmeafured goodnefs ! All 
are gifts and graces of thy bounty. Every day, 
every hour of the concluded year teftifies of thy 
kindnefs and affection towards us. Thy eompaf- 
fions are new every morning and thy faithfulnefs 
is very great. — To thee, Benign Creator, to thee 
belong glory and honour; thee fhould all thy 
creatures praife, for thou haft made them all, thy 
mercy is over all thy works, and thou never cealeft 
to blefs us and to do us good! — Oh that every 
day, every hour of the elapfed year could likewife 
teftify of our gratitude, of our love and our obe¬ 
dience to thee, oh that it might not rife up againft 
us hereafter and convift us of the abufe of thy 
bounty ! Lord, thou art righteous, love is effential 
to thy nature ; but to us belongs' confufion of face ! 
In fhame and trouble we lament that we have no 
better anfwered our obligations ; we feel the bur¬ 
den, the heavy oppreflive burden of fins Ind guilt 
which a whole year has accumulated on us, thy 
finful people! Ah how many negle&ed duties, 
how many omitted a&s of goodnefs, how many 

inordinate 
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inordinate lulls and evil deeds have we to bewail in 
thy prefence ! How great has been the danger of 
many, perhaps of mod of us, of being overtaken 
by death and eternity, ere they were ready, and 
had rendered themfelves fit for parting into a better 
life! O God (hew thy mercy upon us ! Cleanfe 
our hearts, and take not thy holy fpirit from us. 
After thy great mercy do away our offences, and 
let them, like the year we have parted, be im- 
merfed in the gulf of oblivion. — And this new 
year, o God, that thy forbearance has allowed us 
to begin this day, ah let it not increafe our guilt, 
but promote our perfe&ion and our happinefs ; let 
it be more fruitful in truly chriftian fentiments and 
actions than the years of our lives have hitherto 
been. Grant that we may never forget our fupe- 
rior appointment, conflantly conne£t the prefent 
with the future, and principally feek after that 
which is above, where Chrifl our faviour is. Teach 
us ever to remember that as men we muff die, and 
that the fpirit which dwells in us is immortal, 
that we may thus become wife and capable of a 
blefied immortality, through Jefus Chrifl, our lord, 
ip whofe name and words we fum up all our peti¬ 
tions, faying: Our father, &c. 
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JOHN XX. 4 . 

I mud work the ‘works of him that fent me, while it is day ; 
t the night cometh, when no man can work. 

*jpO creatures whofe life is of Ihort duration; who 
can truly enjoy fcarce the half of their life, or 
ufe it in the bed method for advancing their real 
perfection and happinefs j and who withal are never 
fure of the continuance of this life: to fuch crea¬ 
tures a year mull abfolutely be a confiderable por¬ 
tion of time; the lofs or the gain of a year mull be 
a great lofs or gain to them! Are thefe creatures 
however immortal; does their prefent life touch on 
the future; is the one only a confequence and con¬ 
tinuation of the other; will their future life be 
happy or unhappy according to the degree in which 
they have well or ill employed the prefent: then a 
year mull be Hill more important to them, the lofs 
or the gain of a year mull be Hill much greater to 
them. 

But are not we fuch creatures, my devout aud'- 
ence ? Is not this the cafe with our life ? It lafts 
Seventy, and if it run high it lafts eighty years. 
Very few reach this extremity. But-even they who 
attain to it can fcarcely be faid to rejoice in their 
life for above twenty or thirty years, or enjoy it 
with confcioufhefs and the exertion of their nobleft 

mental 
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mental faculties. The reft of it we pafs in tjie irra¬ 
tional ftate of infancy, or in fleep, in infirmities and 
pain, in low and animal gratifications, in doing no¬ 
thing, or in grief and trouble. All this while we 
know, that after death we have another life to ex¬ 
pert, and that our prefent conduct will fix and de¬ 
termine our future lot. How important then ffluft 
a year be to us! How much muft depend on the 
good or bad application of it! And how alert ought 
this confideration to make us in the difeharge of our 
duties! 

Our Saviour, my friends, who always goes be¬ 
fore us with his example, may likewife here be our 
pattern. He faw with convi&ion the importance of 
time, and each greater or fmaller divifioh of it; 
thence he was fo bufy and indefatigable in doing 
that which was committed to him to do on earth; 
therefore he fays in our text, “ I muft work the 
works of him thatfent me while it is day while I 
have time and means and opportunity for it; “ the 
night cometh,” times of adverfity come, unfavour¬ 
able circumftances, ficknefs and death, “ when no 
jnan can work,” when no man can tranfaft his af¬ 
fairs. How wife, how noble, are thefe fentiments 
of our Lord! Oh that they might be alfo our fen¬ 
timents, my pious hearers! My this day’s difeourfe 
is. intended, under the divine bleffing, to awaken or 
to confirm them in'you. I {hall therefore to this 
end fry before you the importance of a year j and I 

wife 
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wifh from my heart, that thefe confiderations may 
incite us all to make the belt and worthieft ufe of 
the year we have entered upon to-day. 

In fpeaking of the importance and the great value 
of a year, my pious hearers, we of courfe prefup- 
pofe, that it was not chance but a wife creator that 
placed us on this globe of the earth; that it is not a 
matter of indifference, how we behave ourfelves 
upon it, how we employ our capacities, our abili¬ 
ties, our time and our poffefiions; that God has de¬ 
livered to each of us, as well as to his fon Jefus 
Chrift, a certain work to finifh ; or that we are or* 
dained to certain ends and that thefe ends are im¬ 
portant. We prefuppofe, that we are not here 
merely for fupporting our terreftrial life, and fup- 
plying our animal wants; that we (hould eat, drink, 
fleep, propagate our fpecies and procure ourfelves 
a number of fenfual pleafures, and by the profecu- 
tion of the affairs of our calling obtain the means 
thereto; ’but that we are principally defigned to 
promote the perfection of our fpirit, by reflection 
and practice to become wife and virtuous and by 
wifdom and virtue to be truly ufeful to others, to 
learn to elevate ourfelves to the knowledge of God, 
to love and to obey him, and thus by degrees to 
render ourfelves qualified and fitted for a higher 
and more perfect ftate in another life. 

If we hold this to be our deftination; if we con¬ 
fide* our prefent life as reafon and religion perfuade 
us to confider it, and are defirous of learning to 
vol. i. i e underftand 
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underftand the importance of a year: we fhould 
weigh, how much good or harm we may do in one 
year, and how much we may thereby promote or 
impede our perfe&ion and happinefs; how many 
important confequences and how infinite in extent 
proceed from the good and the harm we do in one 
year, as well in reference to ourfelves as to others; 
how different the future years may be in ma¬ 
ny refpe&s from the prefenf ; and how uncertain 
it is, whether this may not be the laft year of our 
lives. 

Let us confider thefe four particulars fomewhat 
circumftantially. They will furnifh us with fo many 
cogent reafons for labouring in the work for which 
God has placed us on this terreftrial globe, while it 
is day, that the night may not overtake us before it 
be finifhed. 

We may in one year do much good or harm, 
and thereby very much promote or impede our per¬ 
fection and happinefs j and this is the firft caufe 
why we attribute fo much importance to a year, or 
efteem it fuch a confiderable part of our lives. How 
furprizingly great, how far above the reach of num- 
bffrs, is the fum total of thoughts and ideas that 
arife in the mind in the cburfe of one fmgle year 1 
Divide the year into days, the days into hours, the 
hours into minutes and feconds; and, when you 
have reckoned up the refults together, ftill it will 
not nearly amount to the fum of your thoughts! 
Yft all think inceflfcntly, whether we wake or fleep, 
o 9 labour 
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labour or reft; our thoughts fucceed each other 
with a velocity that is fcarcely to be conceived, and 
but feldom are they totally indifferent. How much 
good or harm then muft a man think in one year f 
And how much often depends on one fingle thought! 
How much therefore muft depend on the thoufands, 
the hundred thoufands, the millions of thoughts 
that arife in us in a whole year! 

How far muft it forward a man in wifdom and 
virtue, how much contribute to his improvement 
and perfection, if he attend to all the thoughts of 
which he is confcious from one end of the year to 
the other; if he try them by the rules of truth and 
juftice, frequently and ingenuoufly direCt them to 
the worthieft and beft objeCts, to God, to his per¬ 
fections and bounties, to Jefus Chrift and his ex¬ 
ample, to the welfare of his fellow-creatures and the 
means of promoting it, to his own deportment, to his 
prefent and future vocation ; and endeavour to give 
them the degree of perfpicuity, of certainty and vi¬ 
vacity, which he may by frequent and pertinacious 
reflection ! What a rich ftore of ufeful ideas and 
various knowledge may he thus lay up for the fu¬ 
ture ! What fruitful feed may he thus fow in his 
mind of innumerable other good thoughts, opinions, 
determinations and aCtions! 

How much on the other hand muft a man Iofe, 
how greatly muft he obftruCt his perfection and hap- 
pinefs, if he allow his thoughts to ramble about as 
it were in his mind, for a whole year lon^ without 

f f a order 
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order and controul; if he adopt every imprefiloit 
from w ithout, or admit every idea his imagination 
prefents, or that cafually fprings up in his mind, 
without confideration, without examination, with¬ 
out felection, and allow himfelf to be governed by 
it; if hepurpofelv call off his thoughts from ferious 
and important fubjects, relating to God and religion 
and eternity ; if he often intentionally direct them to 
bad, or even almolt always to worthlefs, indifferent, 
terred rial objects; and at the fame time perfuade 
himfelf, that it would be an unneceffary conftraint, 
or an over-drained confcientioufnefs, to make fuch 
a work about mere thoughts, or to judge fo feverely 
of their good and bad quality ! How very much 
muff the light of his underRanding be darkened, 
and the ftremrth of his mind enfeebled! How much 

O 

nourishment muft every depraved appetite within 
him thus acquire ! How unfit muff he become 
for withfianding temptations and allurements to 
fin! How often mull irregular, violent cupidities 
arife from his refractory thoughts, and unlawful 
actions proceed again from thefe; and how much 
feed is he fowing in his mind, for unjuR judgments, 
criminal luRs and actions to fpring from in future, 
which will thrive in concealment, and at IaR bring 
forth the fruits of corruption ! 

Proceed now, my friends, from the thoughts 
to the words, w hich we utter during the courfe of 
a year. How prodigious too is their amount! 
1 low much good or evil may we fpeak in one year! 
how mucS'may we thus benefit or injure ourfelves 

and 
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and others ! How falutary, how precious is fre¬ 
quently but one good word fpoken in feafon! What 
diforder, what mifchief, on the contrary, may a 
bad word produce, which we are prompted to utter 
by envy, or hatred, or malice, or imprudence, or 
weaknefs ! To what a vafl fum then muft the total 
of all the fpeeches amount which proceed from our 
mouth in a year! Reprcfent to yourfelves a man, 
who keeps his tongue as it were with a bridle 
through all that period, fpeaking conftantly with 
confidcration and to good purpofe; who feizes all 
proper occafions, one while to inform the ignorant 
or erroneous, whether in fpiritual or in fecular af¬ 
fairs, at another to give affectionate fuggeftions and 
cautions to one addi&ed to bad habits and failings; 
now to fpeak confolation to fome mourner, then en¬ 
couragement to the dejected ; now to take up the 
caufe of the innocent, the caufe of the needy, the 
widow and the orphan, then to defend the caufe of 
religion and virtue; now to impart amicably to 
others his found fkill in the bufineffes and concerns 
of this life, then his clear knowledge of the doctrines 
and duties of chriftianity; now to exhilarate the 
company by inoffenfive, harmlefs, playful humour, 
and then to turn their attention to more ferious and 
important topics ; figure to yourfelves fuch a man, 
I fay, and then judge how much good he may per¬ 
form by fpeaking in the courfe of one year 1 How 
many mifehiefs he may prevent! From how many 
F p 2 crimes 
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crimes and errors preferve his brethren! How ma¬ 
ny troubles alleviate to them ! How many rational, 
wife, virtuous, pious, generally ufeful thoughts, 
fentiments, refolutions, actions, thereby encourage 
or excite in others, and by thefe again in other 
men! 

Reprefent to yourfelves on the other hand a man, 
who during the fame fpace of time gives free fcope 
to his tongue, paying little regard to anything he 
fays, unlefs it relate immediately to himfelf; who 
accounts it fomething of a fhame to be heard talk¬ 
ing on important, ferious, and even on religious 
fubje£ts ; who thinks that the whole bufinefs of his 
focial convcrfations is to pafs away the time, or to 
fhew his wit, and gives himfelf no concern at all 
about profiting others by a right application of the 
gift of fpeech ; or perhaps even dares to fport with 
the moll facred and awful things, to make a mock 
at fin and vice, to vindicate them and to recommend 
them, to amufe or fcandalize the company by ca¬ 
lumnies, by Handers, by harlh and farcaftical cen- 
fures on other perfons, by lyes, by indecent ambi¬ 
guities, by foul difeourfe: how much harm may 
fitch an one perpetrate in one fingle year by his 
fpeech 1 How much fufpicion, difunion, difeord, 
coolnefs, ftrife, animofity, may he ftir up! How 
many bad impreffions will he probably make on the 
innocent but young and unguarded heart! How 
many good impreffions weaken,—obliterate! How 

many 
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many will probably thus be encouraged in vice, how 
many deterred from virtue, or rendered lefs Heady 
in their attachment to itl 

Confider laftly, my friends, how many good or 
bad actions we may perform in one year. Their 
number is likewife exceeding great, though it fhould 
not quite equal the number of our thoughts and 
words. Does ever one day in the year elapfe in 
which we do nothing either good or bad ? Nay, do 
many hours of the day pafs by, in which what we 
do is abfolutely indifferent, and may not turn out 
either good or bad ? Are we not daily either dili¬ 
gent or negligent, confcientious or unconfcientious, 
in the tranfaclions of our bufinefs ? Enjoy we not 
daily the bounties of heaven either with cheerful 
gratitude or with ftupid infenfibility and indiffer¬ 
ence, either in rational moderation or in extrava¬ 
gance and intemperance ? May we not daily either 
exercife ourfelves in meeknefs, in humility, in for¬ 
bearance and humanity ; or fuffer ourfelves to be 
thrown into rage, or feduced into pride, into a fro- 
ward and haughty behaviour, or to be otherwife of- 
fenfive to our neighbour ? May we not daily give 
proofs of contentednefs in our ftation, of fubmiffion 
to the will of God, of truft in his providence, of 
confidence in his help, or teftimonies of the reverie ? 
Is any day likely to pafs but we are tempted in one 
way or other to ill, or allured and incited to good, 
and fo our propenfity weakened to the one, or our 
Jove to the other more confirmed i Is it likely that 
f f 4 a da y 
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a day ffiould pafs without affording us fome oppor¬ 
tunity of being ferviceable either to our family, to 
our friends, or to other men, by our advice, by our 
alms, by our credit, by our example, by other good 
offices we may do them ? To what a fum then muft 
our good and bad aClions in one year amount, ac¬ 
cording as we conduit ourfelves one way or the 
other! And how much muft we likewife thus ad¬ 
vance or retard our perfection and happinefs! If no 
adtion we perform be entirely without conlcquence, 
how innumerable muft the beneficial or injurious 
confequences be that proceed from the actions of a 
whole year ! And if to thefe actions you add the 
thoughts and the words of the fame year, how great 
in general muft be the fum of the good or the evil 
which will be placed to your account in fuch a por¬ 
tion of time, and which is fo clofely connected with 
the fum of the happinefs or mifery you have in fu¬ 
ture to expeCt! How important then muft one year 
be in this point of view ! How much does it allow 
to be done of the work that God has enjoined us 
here to perform ! 

Say not, my friends: It is true, I can in one year 
do much good or harm ; and if I had only one year 
to live, exceedingly much would depend on the ufe 
and application of this year; but as I have yet in all 
likelihood many, or at leaf! feveral years before me, 
what I negleCt in one, I may eafily make up for in 
another j the harm that I do I may hereafter repair. 
Nothing lefs than this, my pious hearers. Cufto- 

mary 
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mary as this conclufion is, and readily as mankind 
adopt it, it is not the lefs falfe and deceitful; and as 
iirtle can the peace it procures us ftand the teft of 
the flighted: reflection. No, the good that we have 
negleCted in one year can, neither in regard to our« 
felves or other men, never, abfolutely never, be 
recovered ; and the evil we have committed in it 
can but very rarely be remedied or repaired. And 
this is the fecond point, which on confideration may 
convince us of the great importance of a year. 

That w'e never can, properly fpeaking, recover 
the good wc have negleCted, mutt be apparent to. 
every reflecting perfon. We are creatures who 
cannot attain to their proper perfection at once; it 
can no otherwife be attained than by exercife, by 
the belt application of their capacities and powers ; 
and who never become fo perfect, but they may and 
fhould become more perfect (till. We ought there¬ 
fore to be always gradually growing in knowledge, 
in virtue, in perfection and happinefs. In the pre- 
fent year, for example, we may advance five, in 
another ten, in a third twenty fleps on the ladder 
that leads us to perfection and happinefs. Now if 
w'e ftand ftill in the firft or fecond year, or even go 
backward, can we ever make good what we have 
thus negleCted ? If we are very fortunate, we get 
in the fucceeding year w'here we fhould have been 
in the prefent; but it is impoffible for us to reach 
the degree of perfection which we fhould have 
reached if we had laboured with due eameftnefs at 
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our improvement and perfection, in that as well as 
the fuccctding year. When we might have advanced 
ten paces farther in knowledge, in virtue, in piety, 
in capacity for enjoying the felicities of heaven, we 
have either not advanced at all, or only gone five 
paces forward j and cnnfequently we remain for ever 
and ever r o much farther behind him who in the 
fame time has done waat we neglected to do, and 
now like us purfues with vigour the path of duty and 
virtue. 

Irreparable however as this lofs is, it is yet the 
fmalleft we can fuffer in this refpedt. If we neglect 
one year, let one year elapfe without ferioufly la¬ 
bouring at our improvement, we have not only ir¬ 
recoverably loft this time ; we muft not only do in 
the following year what we ought to have done in 
this: but we have in the mean time been weaken¬ 
ing our abilities, our capacities for doing it; have 
in the mean time multiplied the difficulties attendant 
on it; have in the mean while afforded time and 
opportunity for our errors, our prejudices, our ir¬ 
regular lulls and appetites, or bad habits to ftreng. 
then themfelves, and to fet narrower limits to our 
freedom ; we have in the mean time thought much 
evil, fpoke and done much evil, the pernicious ef- 
fe&s of which will in future appear in us, and ob- 
ftru& us very often in the good we then actually wilh 
to do. We therefore have not only not made all 
the way that we might have made, but we have in 
the mean time been calling a thoufand ftumbling- 

blocks 
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blocks and obftacles in it, which will very often 
force us to flop, and very often make us Humble 
and fall, and will never allow us in the following 
ye ar to make fuch advances on it as we might have 
done in this. So much do we deceive ourfelves, when 
we yield to the flattering idea, that we may make up 
in future for what we now negleft. 

It is no lefs difficult in moll cafes, my friends, to 
repair the mifehief we have done in one year by ex¬ 
ertions in the next, or to remove the pernicious ef¬ 
fects of it. Suppofe that I ffiould utterly deteft and 
abhor next year, the bad, the unchafle, the malign 
nant, the wicked thoughts which I have entertain¬ 
ed in this year, will they therefore be effaced and 
eradicated from my foul ? Will they not ‘often re¬ 
turn to me whether I will or no ? Will they not 
probably often difturb me in the midft of my devo¬ 
tions, in the midft of my moft ferious and important 
affairs ? Probably they may perfecute me as long as 
I live; probably 1 (hall fubdue them a thoufand 
times; probably I fhall be obliged to take them 
with me into the grave ! Suppofe that 1 fincerely 
repent of the bad, the injurious, or the deceitful 
words, which I have fpoken this year, and abftain 
from them in the next; may they not in the mean 
time have made indelible impreffions on others ; may 
they not in the mean time have robbed an innocent 
perfon of his good name, or have made him, who 
was wavering between virtue and vice, declare him- 
ifelf for the latter; and may not thefe corrupt effects 

of 
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of my imprudent or malignant fpecches be of fuch 
a nature, that all I can henceforward fay and do 
againfl them will be of no avail ? Suppofe in fhort 
that the unjuft, the unreafonable, the felfifh a&ions 
that I have committed in this year occafion me the 
moll bitter anguifh and floods of tears in the next; 
can I thereby repair the mifchicf I have inflicted on 
my neighbour, the injuftice I have done him, the 
trouble and vexation I have caufcd him ? How fel- 
dom can I make good the lofs he has fuftained ! 
how feldom can I offer him a compenfation adequate 
to my injuries ! how much feldomer can I reftore 
to him his loft health, or his peace of mind ! Or 
can I, by behaving to him now agreeably to my 
duty, make amends to him for my not having done 
fo before? No, juft as little as the good that we 
negledl in one year can be made good, fo little, in 
moft cafes, can the harm we have done in it even 
only in part be repaired. How important then muft 
a year be, when we look to the confequences of 
what we do or permit in it; and on the lading, 
very often untcrminable duration of thefe confe¬ 
quences ! 

Attend to this particularly you who. are ftill in 
your youth, and as it were juft fetting out on your 
earthly career. One year of youth is commonly of 
more confequence than ten years of manly or of 
more advanced age. In one year of youth you may 
and fhould perform things, which either you cannot 
at all, or nQt without extreme difficulty, effect in 

all 
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all the future years of your life. The good you 
negled in youth can never be compenfated, and 
the evil you then commit can never be completely 
repaired. And yet the young man commonly 
imagines that he may fafely be more lavifh of his 
time than the aged ; that one year is no great mat¬ 
ter with him who has ftill fo many before him. But 
he much miftakes. To the old man certainly his 
latter days are important. But the molt of what he 
had to do is already done. He is now that which 
here on earth he might and could become. The 
young man has it yet to be ; and on the ufe of his 
juvenile years efpecially depends what he will be 
during the reft of his life, and even in eternity, when 
this life is over. How important, how decilive then 
mu ft a year be to him ? 

Would you learn to underftand the importance 
and the value of one year, my friends; confider in 
the third place, how different the future years may 
be in many refpeds from the prefent; and how un¬ 
certain it is, whether we then fhall or can perform 
and do what we now are able to do and to perform. 

At prefent we are healthy and alert; at prefent 
we are in poffeflion of thofe faculties of mind and 
body, which infpire us with cheerfulnefs and alacrity, 
which fit us for continued affairs, for cxercife in the 
aufterer virtues, for gaining the command of our- 
felves, for fighting againft fin. Probably in the 
next year we may loje this health, this alacrity, 
thefe faculties; perhaps ficknelfes and Grains may 

come 
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come upon us! And then we are frightened at 
every difficulty we meet with on the way of wifdoni 
and virtue j we found a retreat as foon as the enemy 
appears ; we avoid everyth'ng that bears the name 
of toil and trouble, of conflict and felf-denial. 

At prefent we are in eafy circumftances ; at pre- 
fent we have time and leifure for refle&ion, for read¬ 
ing, for frequent exercifes of devotion ; at prefent 
we have the means and opportunities for pra&ifing 
beneficence. Perhaps in the next year we may meet 
with misfortune and want; perhaps then our fecu- 
lar occupations and cares may be multiplied ; per¬ 
haps we may then be deprived of the means of do¬ 
ing good to others! 

At prefent we have children, friends, acquaint¬ 
ances about us, to whom we may be ferviceable by 
our inftruftion, our advice, our example, whofe 
temporal and eternal welfare we arc enabled to ad¬ 
vance. Perhaps in the enfuing year they may be 
ravifhed from us, or may be removed to a diftance j 
and then we can never do again what now we might 
do for their good! 

At prefent we have various auxiliaries, many 
ftimulants and encouragements to good; at pre¬ 
fent we have parents, friends,. teachers, to in- 
ftruft, to admonifh, to exhort, to affift us, who 
go before us with their example, who co-operate 
with us in our improvement, and facilitate to us 
the performance of our dutyi Perhaps in the en¬ 
fuing year may lofe, altogether or in part, thefe 

helps. 
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helps, thefe incitements to virtue; perhaps in their 
ftead we may meet with a thoufand impediments, 
obftacies, temptations, and fnares on the path of 
life; and if we are not able now to cope with them 
with courage and vigour, it is hardly poflible that 
we then fhall fuftain the combat and come off vic¬ 
torious. 

At prefent in all thefe refpects we are enlightened 
by the day, which renders our work eafy and plea- 
fant; perhaps in the fucceeding year the night may 
come on, the night of afflictions, of misfortunes, 
of the difeafes and infirmities of age, when no man 
can labour and work with fuccefs. How important 
then for this reafon likewife mull one year be to 
us, and how much caufe have we to prefs on with 
the moft ardent zeal in the profecution of the work 
that is given us to do, fince we know not whether 
in the following year we may be able to purfue it fo 
well, or even at all 1 

Confider laftly, my pious hearers, that each 
year may be the laft to us, and learn from this cir- 
cumftance alfo how to eftimate the value and im¬ 
portance of one year. And we cannot have the 
ieaft doubt how important it is, how much depends 
on the right ufe of it, if we repeatedly think with 
ourfelves: Perhaps this may be the laft year that I 
(hall attend with my brethren on the worfhip of 
God, and be inftruded in the will of my creator 
and redeemer; the laft I fhall have for extending 

nay 
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my refearches, renouncing my errors, and enlar¬ 
ging and rectifying my knowledge : and then 1 go 
to the ftate of departed fpirits, where this know¬ 
ledge, whatever its nature, will conftitute the mat¬ 
ter of my reflections, my entertainment with myfelf 
and my pleafure. Perhaps this is the laft year I 
fhall have for labouring at my improvement, for 
exercifing myfelf in virtue, and for proving the 
foundnefs of my faith by good works: and then 
fucceeds the retribution} and this retribution will 
be exaCtly proportioned to the degree of my inte¬ 
grity and virtue. Perhaps this is the laft year in 
which I can be ufeful to my brethren, and endea¬ 
vour at their advantage; and then I mult leave 
them ; and then perhaps I fhall lament that I was 
not of greater utility to my brethren, that I did not 
perform more good, and did not lay up larger 
treafures for futurity. Perhaps this is the laft year 
in which God will call me to repentance; that he 
will grant me his grace and the forgivenefs of my 
fins; that he will warn me of ruin and con¬ 
demnation : and then this call will reach me no 
more; then thefe benefits will be no longer al¬ 
lowed me, then perhaps the moft * horrible perdi¬ 
tion will be my portion; then will the night be 
come upon me, when no man can work. Ah no, 
to-day, while I hear the voice of God, I will 
hearken to it; I will do to-day, what perhaps I 
may not be able to do to-morrow! This year may 

be 
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be my laft; the good or bad employment *f it 
may be decifive to me! 

Of fo great importance, my friends, of fo great 
importance is one year to perfons who in one year 
may do fo much good or evil; who can neither 
make amends for the good they neglect, nor fully 
repair the evil they have done; who are fubjeft to 
fo many changes and revolutions in their prefent 
condition; and whofe life is fo fhort and preca¬ 
rious ! And fhall we not exclaim with our Sa¬ 
viour : — “I muff work the works of him that 
fent me,” who has placed me in this nether world; 
I mu ft labour at my improvement and perfection, 
mult lo as much good as at all times I can, mult 
be at, ufeful to other men as I can at all times be, 
“ while it is day,” fo long as I have time, means, 
abilities, opportunity for it, becaufe “ the night 
cometh, when no man can work!” 

Yes, my dear friends, let this be the refolution 
of you all! In fuch difpolitions may you com¬ 
mence and complete this year ! May it be truly 
important to you; and may the fentiment of its 
importance urge you to the belt and worthieft em¬ 
ployment of it! To us all may it prove abundant¬ 
ly fruitful in wife and pious thoughts, in inftructive 
and improving words, in good and generous deeds! 
Far advance us all in knowledge, in virtue, in 
chriftian integrity, and bring us conftantly nearer 
to the mark of our high vocation ! May every 

vol. 1. go one 
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one* of us, while it is day to him, be doing that 
which he has to do on earth, and profecute it with 
unremitted and cheerful ardour, that the night of 
death may fall on none — o gracious Lord! on 
none, ere he have fitted himfelf for an entrance 
into eternal life! 

New-year’s day. 



a 


SERMON XXn. 

Of the Detriment and Danger of too frequent Difft - 
pation and Divefions. 


G O D, thou haft created us for pleafure and for 
happinefs. But thou required that we feek 
our pleafure and our happinefs on the way of duty 
and of obedience to thy commands. Thou required 
that, as rational creatures, we fhould not fuffer 
ourfelves to be captivated by every falfe (how of 
pleafure and happinefs; and that as chriftians who 
are called to immortality, we fhould not look 
merely to the prefent, but principally to the future. 
Thy bountiful goodnefs has opened to us various 
fources of delight, and made us fufc< ptible of ma¬ 
nifold agreeable fenfations; but they are not all of 
equal value, and the immoderate ufe of them may 
frequently convert them into fources of trouble 
and mifery to us. Oh that we were fo wife as 
conftantly to make the beft choice between the 
fatisfactions and pleafures that offer themfelves to 
ns, and in the enjoyment of them never tranf- 
g g 2 greffed 
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grefled the rules of moderation! Do thou en¬ 
lighten our feeble intellect, o Lord our God, that 
we may learn juftly to underftand and appre- 
• elate the value of things. Aflift us to conquer 
our vehement propenfity to fenfual objeCts. Let 
us never forget how fliort and uncertain our life 
is, and how much depends on the proper or per. 
verfe employment of it. Teach us to provide with 
unabated zeal for the perfection and happinefs of 
our immortal fpirit, and grant, that we may all 
fo manage our buftnefles and pleafures, our la¬ 
bours and recreations as is molt agreeable to thy 
will and to the great purpofes to which we are 
Appointed in the prefent and in the future' world. 
Blefs to that end the doctrines that are prefehtly 
to be delivered to us. Grant that we may liften 
to them with attention and a third of falvation, 
lay them up in a good heart, and be actually im¬ 
proved by them. Hear us for the fake of Jefus 
Chrift, our mediator and redeemer, in whofe 


name we invoke thee further, faying: Our fa'* 
ther, &c. 
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I THESSAL. iv. II. 

Study to be quiet; and to do your own bufmefs. 

f J'HE defign of my prefent difcourfs, my devout 

audience, is to caution you againft the detri¬ 
ment and danger of too clofe a purfuit of diilipa* 
tion and diverfions. May you attend to my warn¬ 
ing voice in the fame honeft and fincere intentions 
as thofe which aduate the heart from whence it 
proceeds! Think not that the reftraints, under 
which we are laid in many refpeds by our ftation 
and calling, render us envious of the greater liberty 
which you enjoy ; or that we exhort you to a tem¬ 
perate ufe of certain kinds of recreations and plea- 
fures, becaufe we mull either partake in them with 
you but feldom, or entirely forego them. Were 
we, which God forbid, difpofed to lead a foft effe¬ 
minate, fenfual life, and to be more folicitous about 
our pleafures than our obligations, we Ihould be no 
more deficient in opportunities than you ; and we 
might perhaps do it without any linking violation 
of public decorum. No, my beloved flock, envy, 
jealoufy, affedation, conftraint, have no lhare in 
the remonftrances I fhall make you. It is convic¬ 
tion, real convidion, arifing from refledion and 
obfervation; it is a fincere and earneft defire of 
promoting your happinefs, that urges me to enter- 
tarn you at this time with iuch matters as are much 
o g 3 more 
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more important than they appear to be, and which 
are therefore but too feldom weighed as their im¬ 
portance demands. Vouchfafe me then an atten¬ 
tive hearing. Let not cuftom, or prevailing 
fafhion, let not your appetites and affections, but 
let truth and the fear of God pronounce upon the 
folidity of my reafons and remonftrances ; and if 
you find them juft and cogent, follow what your 
confcience and the love you owe yourfelves ftiall 
dictate. The detriment and danger of too clofe 
a purfuit of diflipation and diverfions iliall there¬ 
fore be the fubjett of this morning’s difcourfe. 
We will divide it into three parts. In the firft we 
will accurately define the fubjeft of which we are 
fpeaking; in the fecond fhew the detriment and 
danger of mifufing it; and in the third fubjoin 
fome rules of wife and chriftian conduct. Confi- 
derations, my friends, which will at once inform 
us of the import and reafons of the apoftolical 
precept in our text: Study to be quiet, and to 
mind your own bufinefs. 

By diffipations we here underftand all kinds of 
occupations and amufements which draw off our 
attention from the duties impofed on us by our 
ftation and calling, and direft it to fuch things as 
make us forget what is unpleafant or arduous in 
tbefe duties, either by procuring us a gentle and 
'placid repofe, or by awakening in us more agree¬ 
able fenfations and ideas. Such relaxations or re¬ 
creations are more or lels neceffary to us all. Our 
6 powers 
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powers are limited. They would be exhaufied by 
too vigorous and too continued application. No¬ 
thing in particular more wearies the attention of 
our mind than when we direct it to one and 
the fame object for a confiderable length of time. 
Nothing more fatigues our body than a too long 
continuance of one fort of motion, or of mechani¬ 
cal labour. Relaxation of a longer or a fhorter 
fpace from our ordinary affairs is therefore requi¬ 
site, if we would preferve our mind or our body, 
or rather both together, from finking under the 
burden. This is not all. We thus prevent not 
only various and otherwife unavoidable evils, but 
we procure ourfelves the moft important advan¬ 
tage. Nothing is more adapted to give new vi¬ 
gour both to our mind and body, than the enjoy¬ 
ment of fome innocent and chaftened amufement* 
It has the fame effeft upon us as the refrefhing 
dew upon a flower nearly withered by the heat of 
the day. It infufes into us new life, new fpirits 
and alacrity to profecute the duties of our calling, 
from the point we had ftopt at; and we are thus 
enabled without much trouble to conquer difficul¬ 
ties, which elfe would have conquered us, if we 
had combated them with too obftinate an afliduity. 
Ufeful and neceflary however as thefe diffipations 
and recreations are, yet they may eafily exceed the 
bounds of moderation; and fince this but too fre¬ 
quently happens, our pains will certainly not be 
004 fuper- 
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fuperfluous if we fearch for fome rules whereby 
to judge of our behaviour in this regard. 

I need not previoufly remind you, that all diffi- 
pations and amufements, wherein fuch things are 
fpoken or tranfafted as in themfelves are bad and con¬ 
trary to good manners, are abfolutely to be avoided. 
To feck recreation in companies where flander and 
detraction exhale without reftraint their peftilential 
breath, where ambiguous expreffions and indecent 
mirth fupply the place of fprightlinefs and wit, 
where riot and licentioufnefs prevail; to feek re¬ 
creation in fuch companies, is to look for health 
among the Tick and for life among the dead. 1 
now fpeak only of fuch forts of diflipation and re¬ 
creation as are abfolutely indifferent and innocent, 
and the moderate ufe whereof is not unbecoming 
the wife man and the chriftian. And when do we 
go too great lengths in thefe ? When does the 
ufe of thefe lawful diverfions and recreations be¬ 
come abufe ? Probably numbers will immediately 
anfwer, when it is too frequent and too often re¬ 
peated. The anfwer is juft j but it is too indeter¬ 
minate, to give us much information, or to regulate 
ourfelves by it on all occafions. We will endea¬ 
vour to fpeak fomewhat more precifely upon it. 

The molt innocent relaxations and recreations are 
exceffes, when fought and ufed by perfons who 
have no need of any relaxation and recreation. Reft 
is proper only to the weary, wages only to the works- 

man, 
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man, medicine only to the Tick. Whereon then do 
you found your claim to recreations and amufe- 
ments; you, who pafs your whole lives in inaction, 
in fhameful indolence ; who exert neither your bo¬ 
dily nor your mental powers in the fervice of your 
fellow-beings; who live folely for yourfelves, or ra¬ 
ther for the terrene animal part of you, and not for 
others alfo ? What have you then done for the 
good of fociety, that you vindicate to yourfelves its 
pleafures ? What weighty affairs have you to tranf- 
act, for which you mult collect new powers ? 
Wretched people, you forget to what end you were 
defigned. You know no ufeful, no generous em¬ 
ployment for your capacities and talents; and 
therefore apply them merely to trifles, and in the 
manly, the belt age of your life fall back into child¬ 
hood. Time is a burden to you, becaufe you un- 
derftand not its value. Therefore you wilh the days 
could be fhrunk into hours, and the hours into mo¬ 
ments. And what right have you to require fuch 
frequent diflipation; you, who cannot indeed be 
peremptorily charged with idlenefs, but who fliould 
and could do far more of what is good and ufeful 
than you actually do ; you, whofe bufinefs requires 
fo little exertion, whole labour and induftry are fo 
moderate, that you are fcarcely ever perhaps confi- 
dcrably fatigued and enervated by the faithful dif- 
charge of the funftions of your calling ? Would 
you, you who thus either lead a totally inactive and 
unprofitable life, or a life not active and ufeful 

enough, 
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enough, would you with juftice, and without incon- 
fiftency. apply a part of your time to relaxation and 
recreation; employ the other part fo as to render 
recreation needful. Apply firft your utmoft atten¬ 
tion to the important concerns that fall to your fliare 
as men, as members of the community, as chrif- 
tians; firft eameftly exert your faculties; firft la¬ 
bour faithfully and unremittingly ; work at leaft at 
times till you feel fome degree of fatigue: and then 
feek innocent relaxation and recreation ; then enjoy 
them with vivacity. You have deferved them ; 
they are become neceffary j and they will be real re¬ 
creations to you. 

The mod innocent diverfions and recreations will 
fccondly be excefl'es, when by the manner in which 
they are ufed they ceafe from being relaxations and 
recreations, and become either bufinefles or burdens. 
And this they will be, when the powers of the body 
or the mind are too intenfely employed; when they 
cannot fo well be faid to procure us reft, as a change 
of one kind of uncafinefs and violent motion for 
another, probably ftill more hurtful, elpecially when 
they laft too long, and are protracted to downright 
fatigue. It is certainly an innocent and proper kind 
of recreation at times to enjoy with one’s friends the 
focial repaft, feafoned with fincerity and decent 
freedom, and in the enjoyment to be eafy and mer¬ 
ry. But if this happen too often ; if pomp and lux¬ 
ury, more than friendlhip, mix in it; if we are by 
various means allured, or by our own weaknefs in¬ 
duced. 
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duced, to exceed the bounds of moderation; if it be 
thought a kind of honour or propriety to make it 
late in the night before we part: then we miftake 
the defign of this method of recreation; it is then 
no longer refrefhment, it is an inconvenient burden 
which enervates both the mind and the body ; and 
the following day but too often teaches us, that we 
have reaped no frelh alacrity and vigour for indus¬ 
try and labour. The fame may be faid of play. 
Whoever has a tafte for this fort of amufement; he 
who knows or can have no nobler pleafure ; who 
would not otherwife be able to fill up his vacant 
hours, and at the fame time runs no rifk of being 
difcompofed ( by irregular paflions: may indulge in 
this paftime with due moderation, till he {hall per¬ 
haps fametime hence learn to think more ferioufly 
and more confiftently w ith the dignity of the man 
and the chriftian. In the mean while, let him be¬ 
ware not to give fo much into play that it ceafe from 
being an innocent recreation. He that negle&s for 
it that exercife which his body requires; ht that 
makes it his purfuit unremittedly for Several hours, 
and that frequently, perhaps daily; he who allows 
himfelf to be heated at it by the thirft of gain, or is 
too fond of {hewing his {kill and too eager to obtain 
the victory ; he who is as bufied and attentive in it 
as if he were occupied in Some matter of the laft im¬ 
portance : with him play ceafes to be a recreation ; 
it is a toilfome, childifh employment; it is extrava¬ 
gance. 
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gance. He thence collets no refrefhment for his 
powers, but idly confumes the very fpirits that fur- 
vived his previous labour. 

Laftly the moft innocent kinds of diflipation and 
recreation become prejudicial, when we fo accuftom 
ourfelves to them, that we can fcarcely bear a priva¬ 
tion of them, or when we thereby lofe our relifh for 
more ferious and more momentous objects. In ei¬ 
ther cafe we mifs the only rational and legitimate 
aim we could propofe by it; I mean, the reft that 
lhould refrefh us after labour, and invigorate us for 
the alert renewal of it. In the former cafe, if we 
fo accuftom ourfelves to certain diverfions that we 
can fcarcely endure their abfence, we unneceffarily 
increafe the number of our wants; and, fince it is 
not poffible for us to fupply them at all times ac¬ 
cording to our wifli, we thus expofe ourfelves to 
various kinds of uneafinefs and vexation, which in 
their effects are in dire£t oppofition to the benefit we 
propofe by recreation. In the latter cafe, if by too 
frequent a ufe of certain diftrafting amufements we 
lofe the tafte for more ferious and momentous ob¬ 
jects, we manifeftly do ourfelves an injury, inafmuch 
as we are thereby tempted to negligence and floth 
in the management of thefe important and momen¬ 
tous affairs, or to a total heedleffnefs and unconcern 
about them. We fliould however fomewhat more 
circumftantially fhew the various mifehiefs that arife 
from the too frequent and inordinate ufe of even in¬ 
nocent diffipations, and the danger attendant on it. 

In 
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In the firft place, as I have already intimated, the 
affairs of our vocation are too often negle&ed for it. 
We are wont to look upon them as incumbrances 
which we bear and mufl bear merely from neceffity, 
and which we rid ourfelves of as often and as fpeedi- 
ly as we can without the moft evident difadvantage. 
Inftead of attending to them with all poffible affiduity 
and diligence, we previoufly direct a part, perhaps 
the greateft part, of our attention to the pleafures 
and diffipations we are eagerly expecting. For en¬ 
joying thefe more frequently and fully, we at times 
leave our moll important affairs to be tranfa&ed by 
others, who feldom manage or can manage them 
with the fame fidelity and prudence as we fhould 
ourfelves. This is equally applicable to the mother 
and the fati er of a family; to the merchant and 
fcholar, as well as to the artift and mechanic ; and 
fuch a condudf in all conditions of life mull be at¬ 
tended by more or lefs diforder and confufion; it 
mull often be attended by the total ruin of families. 
And the rather, fince by the great intereft we take 
in all kinds of diflipation and diverfions, and by the 
various connexions we enter into with others on thefe 
occafions, we are tempted to run into fuch expenfes 
as bear no juft proportion to the means we poffefs, 
or the income on which we may fafely reckon ; or 
which, even if our outward circumftances are not 
injured or imjpaired by them, prevent us from ful¬ 
filling the duties of chriftian beneficence in their ut- 
mofl extent, and from doing fo much good as we 

might 
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might and fhould have done in a more retired way of 
life. A lofs that not only robs us in this world of the 
pureft, the divineft gratification, but alfo of the moft 
glorious retributions in that which is to come. 

The too eager purfuit of diflipations and focial 
amufements have fecondly with very many perfons a 
cruel influence on the education of their children. 
That the education of children is an extremely im¬ 
portant and arduous affair, and that it is chiefly the 
province of parents, and not folely of tutors or do- 
meflics, I take to be an undeniable propofition ; and 
if any man were fo unhappy as to doubt it, I might 
indeed pity him; but I fhould give myfelf little 
trouble to fet him right, becaufe in all probability 
my pains would be loft. Is it then your duty, you, 
whom God has conftituted parents, is it your duty 
and your moft arduous duty, to educate your chil¬ 
dren, that is, to form their hearts and minds, and 
render them wife and virtuous ; how can you pro¬ 
perly comply with this duty, if you give full fcope 
to your fondnefs for fafhionable diflipations and 
pleafures ; if you abfent yourfelves fo often and fo 
long from your children ; if all this while you leave 
them to themfelves, or to the charge of others ? I 
will allow, that the amufements you purfue are per* 
fe&ly harmlefs. But in the mean time to what 
dangers are your children expofed! Probably they 
are furrounded by vicious perfons, who put on the 
mafk in your prefence, and wait with impatience for 
the moment when they may lay afide all reftraint, 

M 
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At fuch times the minds and the hearts of thefe in¬ 
nocents, whofe welfare isfo dear to you, lie open to 
every bad impreflion, and there is no one by to 
guard them from fedudion. Now probably falls the 
feed of feme fault, feme ill quality, or fome vice, 
into their tender and i'ufceptible hearts, which pri¬ 
vily fprouts up, and in time brings forth a deadly 
fruit. Now the faired bloffoms of wifdom and vir¬ 
tue, already beginning to expand, are blighted and 
withered by a peftilential breath. Suppofc however 
that they are not furrounded by vicious perfons, yet 
are they commonly by fuch as have not that juft 
and delicate fenfe of the true, the beautiful and 
good, which is fo neceffary to the due formation of 
a youthful heart; who rarely are free from falfe 
maxims, from fuperftitious errors and prejudices of 
every kind, and who fcarcely ever obferve that 
ft rid propriety in their difeourfes and actions which 
difereet parents obferve in the prefence of their 
children. All of them circumftances which cannot 
but be prejudicial to your children, and are often 
moft fatal to them. And can you in fuch circum¬ 
ftances frequently and without neceffity abfent your- 
felves from yo.ur children ; and without uneafinefs 
and a fmarting confcience purfue idle difiipations 
and amufements, which neither a concern for your 
health, nor the obligations of real friendfhip, re¬ 
quire at your hands ? 

A third evil that arifes from the abufe of thefe ob- 
jeds is, that it confirms a man in his earthly tem¬ 
per : 
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per : I am thoroughly aware, that we are terrene 
creatures; that we cannot be folely employed on 
invifible and fpiritual objects. Yet we are not total¬ 
ly terrene. The better part of our being, the part 
of us that remains for ever, is not clay ; it is the 
offspring of God ; it is defigned for a heavenly life. 
If we make what is earthly and temporal our main 
concern ; if we are always bufied about fuch things 
alone ; if we even devote to them the little time that 
remains to us from our ordinary affairs: we muff 
of courfe by infenfible degrees become earthly-mind¬ 
ed. Our rational, our immortal foul muff neceffa- 
rily be much injured, be biaffed ever farther and 
farther from its proper deftination, and be continu¬ 
ally more unfit for the fuperior and celeftial life for 
which it is defigned. And how can too frequent 
diflipations have other effe&s ? Will not the atten¬ 
tion of thofe who are attached to them be folely di¬ 
rected to fenfual and outward things ? Are not va¬ 
rious preliminaries requifite for appearing in great 
circles with propriety and advantage ? Do we not 
thus get the habit of fetting a greater value on the 
feveral articles of drefs, decoration, furniture, than 
they deferve, and deeming them of greater impor¬ 
tance than they really are ? Are they not the gene¬ 
ral topics of converfaticm and difcourfe ? Does not 
the exorbitant value that is fet upon them very fre¬ 
quently excite envy, jealoufy and ftrife ? Does not 
worldly-mindednefs fo univerfally prevail in mod 
companies, as to make it not rarely a matter of of¬ 
fence 
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fence to fpeak of weighty, profitable, moral and re¬ 
ligious concerns, and caufe fuch fubjects to be con- 
fidered as incompatible with rational mirth ? But is 
not fuch a way of thinking pernicious in the higheft 
degree ? Does it not expofe us to the danger of 
lofing fight of God and religion and the true end of 
our being, in fhort everything that is great and ge¬ 
nerous ? Does it not entice us to a hundred actions 
that degrade the man, and are contrary to the vo¬ 
cation of the chriftian ? Does it not deprive us of 
all comfort in misfortune ? Does it not render 
death and eternity, which yet we cannot Ihun, moll 
dreadful ? Is it not manifeftly at variance with the 
temper that is to prevail in the kingdom of the juft, 
and fhall we not be rendered by it ever more un¬ 
qualified for being received into their l'ociety here¬ 
after ? 

Hence laftly it happens, my friends, that too in- 
tenfe a purfuit of diflipation deprives us of the ne- 
ceffary time for the exercifes of private devotion, 
and gradually brings on a coldnefs and indifferency 
towards all religion. Our knowledge, our faith, 
our hope, our virtue and piety, require to be affi- 
duoufly nourifhed and fupported by the reading of 
holy.fcripiure and other good books, by reflection 
and contemplation, by felf-exaftiination and prayer, 
in order that they may hold out againft the attacks 
of error, of infidelity, of fcepticifm, of difappoint- 
ments and vice, and render us wife and happy. To 
this end the public exercifes of devotion and wor- 

vol. 1. H h fhip. 
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lhip, how excellent foever they are in the main, are 
not of themfelves fufficient. The chief part of what 
we have to mind in this refpeft mult be performed 
alone and in retirement. But do you perform this, 
ind can you perform it, you, who fo greedily run 
after all forts of diffipation and amufement ? Do 
you at leaft apply as much time to the augmenta¬ 
tion of your knowledge, to the improvement of 
your heart, to the invigoration of your faith, to- 
the confirmation of your hopes and your piety, as- 
you ccmfume in the gratification of your appetites 
lor fenfual plcafure, or in what you term the duties 
of fafliionable life, and of elegant company ? Do 
not frequently feveral days glide by, do not at times 
whole weeks pafs away, without one ferious reflec¬ 
tion that you are chriftians and defigned for eterni¬ 
ty ; without once examining the ftate of your mind 
and your courfe of life; without palling one or more 
hours in fuch meditations as are profitable to your 
immortal fpirit, and may fit you for the life to come ? 
No wonder, if, with fuch a conduct, your faith yield 
to every objection and doubt, your virtue to every 
temptation, your hopes to every danger; if you 
dare not prefume to manifeft your veneration for 
God and Jefus Chrifl: in the face of the unbeliever 
or the fcorner, and among the friends of vice to 
maintain the caufe of virtue. No wonder if you ei¬ 
ther become yourfelf a contemner of religion and 
the flave of vanity and vice, or that you halt and 
waver between truth and error, and are continually 
8 running 
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running from good to ill, from one opinion to an¬ 
other, without ever acting upon juft and folid prin¬ 
ciples. Is not fuch a condition however extremely 
hazardous, and have you not ample caufe to regard 
and to avoid, as prejudicial and fatal, all that plun¬ 
ges and detains you in it ? 

Thefe furely are confiderations highly adapted to 
convince every reafonable man, that too frequent 
diffipations are exceedingly detrimental to us, and 
that they are infeparably combined with various pe¬ 
rils. Should I have been fo happy as to rouze you 
to reflett on this matter, and to caufe you fome 
alarm on thefe injuries and this danger; avail yoyr- 
felves of the following rules of difcreet and chriftian 
conduct. 

Impartially confider at times the emptinefs, the 
vanity, the irkfomenefs of moft kinds of diffipation 
and paftime, though people in general fet fo high a 
value on them. Can you think fo freely and undif- 
turbed amidft them, can you fpeak fo familiarly 
and frankly, and fo fafely appear in your natural 
frame, as you ought, were they really what they 
pretend to be, the relaxation of your mind ? Are 
you not commonly obliged to watch far more atten¬ 
tively over yourfelf, and to obferve all your words 
and geftures, than in the moft important affairs, if 
you would neither affront anyone, norexpofeyour¬ 
felf to ridicule ? Are you not very often reduced 
to the neceffity of {training all the faculties of your 
mind in the moft unpleafant manner, to fill up the 
H h 2 vacuity 



468 DANGER OF TOO TREQUINT 

vacuity of converfation by a thoufand frivolities ? 
Do you not in many other inftances feel an irkfome 
conflraint ? In how many kinds of diflipation and 
paftime may not the paflions be flirred up, whether 
the love of lucre, or ambition, or anger, which are 
equally hurtful both to the body and mind, and 
which confequently have no right to the appellative 
of relaxation and amufement ? And in what then 
confids the fo much vaunted pleafure of the genera¬ 
lity of great companies, the generality of public and 
private entertainments? All men eagerly run in 
qued of this pleafure, but no one folds it; and yet 
iiq one is honed enough to fay that he has not found 
it, becaufe he is afraid of contradicting the judgment 
of the red, and of being accufed of a want of tade. 
Therefore every one boafts, againd his conviction, 
of a pleafure he has not enjoyed, or only in a fubor- 
dinate degree; and by thefe means alone are mod 
kinds of diflipation and amufements fupported in the 
unmerited reputation which prejudice, .mifreprefen- 
tation and falfe delicacy have conferred upon them. 

Another rule of condud is this : — Often and fe- 
rioufly refled on the inedimable value of time, and 
the extreme velocity of it. How much I pity the 
man who is for ever in fearch of frefh means of paf¬ 
time ! Time alas flies diffidently fwift; it admits 
of no detention. And yet you want to drive it on! 
you want to give it fleeter pinions! Shall you be 
of the fame mind when once, and how foon may 
not that happen, the fhort fpan that is granted you 

is 
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is drawing near to its end; when you have no longer 
to reckon by years and months, but muft count by 
days aftd hours ? Shall you think thus, when you 
are firlt to give an account to yourfelf and then to 
the judge of the world, of your employment of this 
time ? Woe to him, who on calling up his accounts, 
finds that he has not only bellowed fome of it occa¬ 
sionally on his neceffary recreation ; but has often 
daily lavilhed away large portions of his time in fol¬ 
lies and impertinencies, and thereby negledted the 
opportunity for laying up in llore treafure for here¬ 
after! I mull fpeak more plainly. Woe to him 
who finds on his death-bed, that he has palled almoll 
every evening of his Ihort life, that is, almoll all 
the time his bufinels left him free, in idle compa¬ 
nies, in unprofitable and often finful converfe, in 
play, or in any other loitering manner, derogatory 
to the dignity of the man and the chriftian ! What 
reproaches will he not then make himfelf! How 
much will he deplore his murdered time ! How ar¬ 
dently, but how fruitlefsly, will he wilh that he had 
employed the greater part at lealt of his leifure on 
weightier matters, in the improvement of his know¬ 
ledge, in the practice of virtue and piety, in prepa¬ 
ration for his life to come ! 

A third rule of conduct is this: — Of all recre¬ 
ations and diverfions, chufe fuch as are moll inno¬ 
cent and profitable. I have not the leaft intention 
to forbid you amufement in general, orfocial amufe- 
ment in particular. God and religion require no 
h h 3 fuch 
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fuch thing. But they will have us to make a pru¬ 
dent fele&ion from among the various kinds of plea- 
fures we may enjoy. And to this end allow me to 
offer you a few fuggeflions. The pleafures of do- 
meftic life ; the pleafure which tender and rational 
parents find in converfmg with their children, in 
forming their minds and hearts, and even in (haring 
in their innocent amufements and fports; intercourfe 
with a few ingenuous and worthy friends, where, free 
from affe&ation or referve, we may hold profitable 
and agreeable converfe, where we need not care if 
our ignorance or our weaknefs appear, and may 
fhew ourfelves in our real difpofition, where none 
will reproach us even if our difeourfe fhould be 
dull; the perufal of fuch books as require no great 
exertion of mind, which have but little relation to 
our ordinary affairs and may enrich us with many 
different kinds of knowledge, or confirm us in our 
generous and virtuous notions ; the contemplation 
of nature, the mild, fedate perception of its beau¬ 
ties, which we (hare with a friend, and in (haring 
elevate; thefe arc pleafures ! How pure, how in¬ 
nocent, how diverfified, how calculated to procure 
agreeable recreation to the mind and new vigour to 
the body ! Learn to underftand and to enjoy thefe 
pleafures, my friends, and you will want no cau¬ 
tion againft the abufe of the reft. I will however 
juft propofe to you one (till nobler kind of recre¬ 
ation. Vifit occafionally the forlorn, the poor, the 
deftitute, the'widow and the orphan j not for the 
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purpofe of fatisfying your curiofity; but go to them 
with good advice and fubftantial fuccours. Miftake 
not this for a melancholy recreation. It affords to 
a generous and humane heart, indeed not in all, but 
in moll inftances, far more pleafure than difpleafure; 
and the recollection of the good we have done by it, 
of the comfort and joy we have thus difpenfed 
abroad, will become a perennial fountain of the 
moft agreeable emotions. 

Laftly, my friends, be jealous of your real inde¬ 
pendence. Let nothing reduce you to fervitude. 
No fort of dillipation and amufement fhould ever 
become fo neceffary to you, that you cannot forego 
it without uneafinefs and pain. You cannot tell but 
that your circumftances may fo alter that you muff 
abfolutely give it up. The wife man, the chriftian, 
makes himfelf ready for all events ; and on that very 
account is his happinefs the fureft, and his pleafure 
fubjeft to the feweft abatements. Oh ftrive to be 
fuch wife men, fuch chriftians. Study to acquire 
the approbation of God and your confcience, as the 
pureft and moll exuberant fource of refreftimfint and 
peace. Confider duty and pleafure not as totally 
different and irreconcilable things ; but feek and ex¬ 
pert true pleafure chiefly from the delight and fide¬ 
lity w'hercwith you fulfil your obligations. Regard 
yourfelves conftantly as ftrangers and fojourners in 
this world, and efteem and treat at all times the pre- 
fent according to the connexion in which it ftands 
with the future. This, and this alone, will render 
you wife, delighted and happy. 

H H4 



SERMON XXIII, 


The Value or the Importance of the Dodrine of our 
Immortality. 


G OD, eternal, inexhauftible fountain, of life and 
happinefs, life and happinefs incefiantly flow 
from thee on all thy creatures in heaven and on 
earth ; and we, thy children, thy eminently endow¬ 
ed and favoured children, we expect everlafting life 
and everlafting happinefs from thee! Of this thou 
thyfelf haft certified us by thy fon Jefus. Of this 
thou haft thyfelf given u$ the moft infallible teftimo- 
ny by his refurre&ion from the dead. And in the 
fentiment of it we rejoice together this day in thy 
prefence; yes, in this will we rejoice before thee 
for ever. Oh praifed, ever praifed be thy glorious 
goodnefs, by which we are bora again to this lively 
hope, which has given us fuch grounds of confola- 
tioQfand joy, and unfolded to us fuch profpefts in a 
life to come! God, what openings into the height 
and depth of thy eternal ways, haft thou thus given 
us! What a radiance haft thou poured upon our 
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path of life and upon all that befalls us! What 
energy haft thou granted us to good, what comfort 
in affli&ions, what affurance in death ! How con¬ 
fidently and cheerfully may we now meditate on 
thee, our creator and father, our mafter and re¬ 
warder ! How eafily bear all the troubles of life! 
How refolutely accomplifh every duty of it! How 
calmly behold its end approaching ! How affuredly 
expert the wages of righteoufnefs and fidelity at thy 
hand ! Yes, we are happy as men, and far happier 
as chriftians ; and that which we at prefent are, is 
only a noviciate, only a foretafte, only a prelimina¬ 
ry to that which we fhall be hereafter! Oh then 
that the confcioufnefs of our high appointment, the 
fentiment of our prefent and future happinefs, and 
joy in thy parental favour ever animated'our hearts, 
attended us every where, and rendered our whole 
lives an inceffant fong of praife for tfiy great good- 
nefs ! No, far, far be all difcontent and murmurs, 
all anxious cares, from us whom thou haft appointed 
to an everlafting life l Far, far be it from us to be 
flothful and weary in well-doing, or ever to ftand 
ftill on the path of virtue, fince thou alloweft us to 
hope for everlafting rewards! No, to walk up¬ 
rightly and cheerfully before thee, readily to be and 
to do and to fuffer, whatever in purfuance of thy 
will we are here defigned to be and to do and to 
fuffer; and to be rendering ourfelves conftantly 
more fufceptible and worthy of the bleffed immor¬ 
tality : be that the glorious objeft of our conftant 

purfuit. 
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purfuit, our ever nearer approach ! San ft ify to the 
promotion of thefe aims, the meditations and the 
devotions in which we are now to be employed, and 
favourably receive our prayer through Jefus Chrift, 
in whofe name we further addrefs thee, faying : Our 
father, &c. 


joiin xi. 25, 26. 


I am the reftirreftion and the life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead,yet (hall he live ; and whofuever liveth 
and believeth in me, (hall never die. 

'J'ilE fentiment of immortality is unqueftionably 
the moil bleffed of all fentiments: the hope of 
a better and everlafting life, the fublimeft hope of 
which our nature is fufceptible. And when, my 
pious hearers, fhould this fentiment more pervade 
us, when this hope more rejoice and comfort us, 
than on fuch days as this ? Is not the feftival of the 
refurreftion of Jefus from the dead the feflival of 
our immortality ? Is not his heavenly, his divine 
life an earned of our future fuperior life, our eve?'-, 
lading felicity ? Is not the refufeitation of our bo¬ 
dies indiffolubly connefted with the refufeitation of 
his body ? Do not his exaltation and glory certify 
us of the date of retribution that awaits us hereaf¬ 
ter ? Yes, Chrift has brought life and undecaying 
exiftence to light through his gof'pel 1 he has de¬ 
prived 
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prived death of its terrors, and the grave of its for¬ 
midable afpeCh He has put out of doubt the im¬ 
portant doctrine of our immortality and of our fu¬ 
ture (late of retribution ; it is now no longer the 
bare wiffi of the unhappy or the dying; no longer 
a difficult, perplexing problem in the fchools of the 
learned ; no longer a faint conjecture of the philo- 
fophers: but a demonftrated truth, confirmed by 
divine authority ; an effential part of the knowledge 
and belief of many millions of perfons ; a truth that 
is infeparably connected with the whole intellectual 
fyftem of the chriftian, which is become a leading 
principle of his underltanding and a ruling fentiment 
of his heart, which may indeed be fhaken and ob- 
fcured, but can never be entirely extinguilhed or 
rendered totally inefficient, and from which the un¬ 
learned as well as the learned, the molt confined as 
well as the molt liberal thinker, may to the full -draw 
wifdom, virtue, confolation and felicity. Oh, my 
dear friends, if we, if the world were beholden to 
the rifen Jefus for nothing more than this belief and 
this hope, how could we, how could the world ever 
competently thank him for it ? But do we under- 
ftand and feel likewife the entire value of this bene¬ 
fit, my dear friends ? Are we fenfible how happy 
we are become by it ? or may perhaps the long pof- 
feffion and enjoyment of this boon conceal from us 
a part of its worth ? Come then, my pious hear¬ 
ers, let us devote a few moments to the recollection 
of its magnitude, and thus endeavour to excite our 

hearts 
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hearts to grateful joy. We will confider the im¬ 
portance of the doftrine of our immortality and of 
a future Hate of retribution as eftablifhed by Jefus. 
This will render ineftimable to us the affurance of 
cur Saviour in the text: I am the refurre&ion and 
the life: he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet fhall he live; and whofoever liveth and 
believeth in me, (hall never die. 

The do&rine of our immortality and of a future 
ftate of retribution is important to our mind; im¬ 
portant to our heart; important in regard to our 
conduct: important in the enjoyment of fatisfaftion 
and pleafure; important under the preflure of af¬ 
flictions ; important in the hour of death. Six par¬ 
ticulars on which we now propofe to expatiate 
fomewhat more circumftantially. 

How important is this doCtrine to our mind ! 
What difficulties, what enigmas does it not unra¬ 
vel! What obfeurities does it not difpel by its 
radiance ! What a fafe clue through all the mazes 
of divine decrees and human events does it not 
afford us! Is man entirely duft; is his fpirit as 
well as his body deftroyed in death ; has he nothing 
to hope for after it: how fhall I explain what hap¬ 
pens in the world, what befalls mankind, what 
occurs to myfelf? Wherefore thofe diverfified, 
copious and extenfive pre-arrangements that I dif- 
cover both in the natural and moral world for the 
prefervation, for the improvement, for the perfec¬ 
tion of mankind, if they be to live only a few years 


or 
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or a few days on earth, and then ceafe to be ? 
Wherefore fuch grand, vaft and magnificently pro- 
mifing difpofitions, fuch latent principles, capa¬ 
cities and energies in man, and which are fo fre¬ 
quently not at all, and never intirely unfolded, if 
he be ordained for this terreftrial life alone ? 
Wherefore thole wants, thofe trials and afflictions, 
thofe grievous chaftenings by which he is obliged 
fo laborioufly to learn to think and lire, if both 
thought and life are utterly to ceafe, when he has 
fcarcely completed thefe painful ftudies ? Where¬ 
fore that anxious folicitude about an hereafter* 
thofe wilhful looks into futurity, which accom¬ 
pany him at every turn, and fo oft prevent him 
from enjoying the prefent, if there were no here¬ 
after for him ? How myfterious would his condi¬ 
tion be, how incomprehenfible his deftination ! — 
And when I fee one nation highly favoured, an¬ 
other negle&ed; there radiant light, here thick 
darknefs, there happinefs, here milery, there li¬ 
berty, here flavery and bondage prevail; when I 
perceive myriads of human beings out off in their 
infancy and youth, fo many fuffering what they 
have not deferved, fo many never rejoicing in their 
life; when I fee fo many wife and virtuous per- 
fons perfecuted and oppreffed, fo many fools, fo 
many tyrants and profligates profperous and ho¬ 
noured, fo many great and generous aftions unre¬ 
quited, fo many crimes unpunilhed: how can I 
reconcile all this with the wifdom and goodnefs and 

impartiality 
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impartiality of the governour of the world; how 
can I believe his exigence; or think him the moll 
perfect being, unlefs another life, unlefs a Hate of 
retribution awaits us ? 

But now, my dear friends, that we are alfured 
of this other life, this Hate of retribution by Jefus, 
how all dears up! What a radiance is now dif- 
fufed over all thefe difficulties ! Now no arrange¬ 
ments of God are too great and too coftly for ren¬ 
dering man fit for his exalted, everlafting appoint¬ 
ment. Now there is no previous difpofition, no 
capacity, no power in us, that will not be fooner 
or later, here or there evolved and brought into 
action. Now no difeipline is too ftriCt, no chaf- 
tifement too harffi, no affliction too fevere, for 
preparing the human being for his higher per¬ 
fection and happinefs. Now he learns nothing in 
vain j renders himfelf expert in no tiling to no 
purpofe; acquires no good quality, which he may 
not hereafter employ for ever. Now he has rea- 
fon to provide more for the future than for the 
prefent, to live more in the future than in the pre- 
fent; fince that Is infinitely more important to him 
than this. Now he need not be furprifed at the 
unequal diflribution of the bounties and favours 
of heaven, between nation and nation, between 
one perfon and another. They are but on the 
firft ftage of exfflence, and eternity is rich, is in- 
exhauftible in means to make them amends; every 
one will fooner or later attain to his deftination. 

Now 
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Now we need not doubt of the wifdom and good- 
nefs of the methods of divine providence; fince 
they extend far beyond the boundaries of this life, 
and futurity will fliew them to us as all irreproach¬ 
able. Now we may fee without perplexity fo many 
bloffoms of .human life and human virtue wither, 
and fo many charming fruits drop off before they 
attain maturity ; they will bloom again and bear 
more generous fruit in a future life. Now we may 
fee, without murmuring, the innocent, the up¬ 
right fuffer, and profligates and tyrants triumph ; 
the forrows of the former will hereafter be turned 
into joy, and the triumphs of the latter into fhame 
and confufion. Now no good acl goes unre¬ 
warded; no crime unpunilhed. Darknefs will 
hereafter give place to light; every difficulty be 
removed ; every knot untied; and whatever at 
prefent may look like diforder, coni ifion, injultice, 
will be manifefted to us as preparation and means 
to the moll beautiful order, to the complete!! .har¬ 
mony. And what an important, confoling doc¬ 
trine is this to our mind ! Iiow mult it facilitate 
and re&ify its thoughts and its judgments ! From 
how many miltakes fecure it ! How fafely lead it 
to the knowledge of truth ! 

The doGrine of our immortality and a future 
ftate of retribution is highly important to our heart. 
How does our heart pant, the heart of every per*, 
fon of refle&ion and tender difpofitions, how it 
pants after immortality ! With what honor does 

it 
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it ftart at the thought of total annihilation ! And 
what endowments, what enjoyments of this deci¬ 
duous life are commenfurate with the defires, with 
the affections of our heart ? What can com¬ 
pletely and for ever fatisfy it ? What fecret un- 
eafmefs frequently accompanies the fulleft enjoy¬ 
ment of it ! Of how much greater, purer, more 
lading joys and bleffings does our heart form de¬ 
fires and prefaging anticipations ! Of what com- 
prehenfive, ardent, active love to God and man 
does it not feel itfelf fufceptible ? And how often 
are its nobleft feelings, its mod bleffed emotions 
weakened, fuppreffed or even actually changed 
into fources of pain and trouble by the limitations 
of our prefent ftate, by our connections with out¬ 
ward things! 

And muft not our heart rife and expand with 
the fure and ■ ertain hope of immortality? Are 
we immortal: what defires, what prefages, what 
expectations are now too bold ? What difpofi- 
tions, what capacities, what generous affections 
can we poffefs that will not be unfolded, employed, 
gratified ? Where is the tender and fufceptible 
character which in that better world will not find 
the pureft, nobleft nourifliment for its virtuous fen- 
fibility ; where the zealous, cordial friend of God 
and man, who there will not be animated, inflamed 
with the mod exalted love ? And what human 
fenfibility is capacious enough, entirely to contain 
the tranfports of that fuperior ftate ? Tranfports 

that 
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that neither fatiety nor languor abate; that no 
pain, no trouble embitter; which no oppreffive 
furfeit, but fedate and genial fatisfaction attends. 
No, be thou eafy, be cheerful, o my heart, in 
thy afpirations after continuance, after celeftiai 
beatitudes ! Thou panteft not in vain for immor¬ 
tality ; thou longeft not fancifully for fuperior en¬ 
dowments, for purer joys ! Thou wilt fucceed in 
thy aim, however exalted. Thou wilt entirely 
feel and enjoy, what at prefent thou only prefageft 
as poffible and defirable. 

And what a ravilhing fentiment of our grandeur 
and our dignity muft the idea of immortality ftied 
into our heart! What an influence muft it have 
on the judgment we pafs on ourfelves, on the reve¬ 
rence we owe to ourfelves, on our whole tenour 
of thought and conduft ! To feel ourfelves immor¬ 
tal, implies to feel ourfelves grand and noble; 
capable of doing and enjoying whatever is beauti¬ 
ful and good and excellent; capable of proceed¬ 
ing from one degree of perfection to another, and 
of becoming ever vvifer, ever better, ever happier 
through the infinite ages of eternity. O exalted, 
blifsful fentiment! Take entire pofieffion of our 
hearts, (hut all their avenues to every groveling 
thought, every ignominious appetite; and pene¬ 
trate and pervade them with thoughts, with emo¬ 
tions and purfuits that are worthy of thee! 

How important therefore thirdly muft the doc¬ 
trine of immortality and the future ftate of retri- 
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bution be in regard of our virtue; how important 
in all temptations to negligence and to fin ! How 
often will that virtue faint whofe profpects and 
hopes are bounded by this fhort and precarious 
life* whofe fruits mull perilh in the grave 1 How 
often decline the contell with lulls and paffions, or 
fink under their attacks, fince the prize of victory 
is fo tranfient, and to-day or to-morrow, with the 
viclor himfelf, mull moulder in tlje dull 1 And 
how fhould the man, to whom futurity affords 
nothing to fear and nothing to hope, refill the 
temptations to fin and to indolence in good, when 
he can commit the wicked acl to which he is 
tempted in l'ecret, when he can indulge the finful 
lull that allures him without detriment and without 
difgrace, and when he cannot perform the good 
deed without lols, without trouble and fatigue, 
without expofing himfelf to danger? What lhall 
give him llrength and courage to facrifice his pro¬ 
perty, his pleafures, his powers, even his life to 
duty, or to the benefit of his brethren, if he have 
no equivalent to expeft for thefe facrifices, and 
muff lofe all with his life ? How feldom then will 
ambition or any nobler principles be able to fupply 
the place of the belief of our immortality and fu¬ 
ture retributions! 

No, to thee, the rifen Jefus, who, by thy refur- 
reflion, hall brought me to believe in my immor¬ 
tality, and begotten me again to the hope of an 
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that 

fadeth 
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fadeth not away, referred in heaven for me, to 
thee 1 am chiefly indebted for inclination and abi¬ 
lity to good! Invigorated by this faith, by this 
hope I can fubdue myfelf, overcome the world, be 
more than conqueror, and perfevere unto the end. 
Is my foul immortal j does a better, a fuperior life 
await me alter death : then I can lofe nothing in 
the fervice of virtue, in the fervice of God. Virtue 
rewards her votaries with advantages and joys, that 
neither death nor the grave can raviih from than ; 
God recornpenfes his faithful fervants with ever- 
lafting rewards. No, let the path I have here to 
walk be never fo fteep, never fo rugged: unde¬ 
viating and undifmayed I will purfue it even unto 
the end ; fince it leads to perfection, to felicity! 
Let the battle 1 have to fight, be never fo hard : 
firmly will I hold out; fince I am fure of the prize 
of the victory, and this prize is worthy ot the 
ftruggle! Let it coft me never fo much to gain 
the maftery over myfelf, to fubdue my lulls, to 
become wife and virtuous: never lhall I purchafe 
thefe advantages too dear ; fince I work not for a 
few days or years, I work for eternity; the maf¬ 
tery I now obtain over myfelf, the wifdom and vir¬ 
tue that I here acquire, I lhall never lofe, they will 
hereafter form the bafis of my greater liberty, of 
my fuperior wifdom and virtue! Let my duties 
be never fo arduous, require never fo much atten¬ 
tion and exertion, never fo much renunciation of my 
eafe and convenience ; let them exhauft my powers 
11 2 and 
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and overwhelm me with their burden: never {hall 
I repent my zeal and my fidelity, never relax; 
fmce thereby I exercife my faculties, thereby learn 
to ufe them according to the will of him who con¬ 
ferred them on me, to the benefit of my brethren, 
and fo am qualifying myfelf for higher duties, for 
greater matters in the future world l This is the 
time for fowing. The more carefully, the more 
faithfully I cultivate the field that is here allotted 
me; the better the grain I call; into it; the more 
abundantly I fow: fo much the more fruit and fo 
much the richer fruits {hall I reap of it at the great 
day of harveft. No, I will do good, and never be 
weary in well-doing; fince in due time I lhall reap 
without ceafing. 

The doftrine of our immortality and of a better, 
fuperior life after death is fourthly important, my 
pious hearers, in a view to the enjoyment of fatis- 
fadtion and pleafure. How gloomy, without this 
profpect, would the enjoyment of all, even the 
nobleft pleafures and fatisfaclions be to the thought¬ 
ful man ; and how cheerfully and comfortably may 
he refign himfelf to them, when animated by this 
profpeft! 

At prefent I enjoy the fight of the fair univerfe 
of God ; fee and admire on all hands the traces of 
his fovereign. wifdom and bounty ; find in it the 
nobleft nourifhment and employment for my under- 
ftaiiding End my heart; difcovering fources of 
knowledge add delight that are inexhauftible, and 

from 
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from which I long to draw for ever. Bat, muft I 
thsn to-day or to-morrow for the laft time view 
this theatre of the divine glory ? Muft all thefe 
beauties fink from before me into never-ending 
night ? Muft my thirft for knowledge be only excit¬ 
ed, but never allayed ? No, I need not be afraid of 
this deplorable fate. A fuperior, an immortal life 
awaits me. There will new fcenes, ftill grander 
theatres, of admiration open to my view; and I 
ftiall contemplate them with a ftronger fight, with 
fuperior powers of mind. Eternity is unbounded j 
the kingdom of God is immenfe ; and. my con¬ 
tinuance fliall have no end. What does not this 
allow me to hope ! 

At prefent I enjoy the pleafure which the inveftiga- 
tion of truth procures me. I perceive a few diftant 
traces, fome fcattered rays of it; am on the way 
to approach it nearer, and to difcover it more com¬ 
pletely ; and enjoy by anticipation the tranfporting 
view. But, muft I then, when I am come neareft 
to it, for ever Iofe all hope of actually attaining to 
the knowledge of it ? Be robbed for ever of all 
the fruits of my intenfe reflections, of my toilfome 
refearches ? No, I am immortal; a fuperior life 
awaits me; there I fhall behold the truth, which I 
now only defcry in the dawn, in its full effulgence, 
ihall pierce into its fanduary, and be fecure of its 
poffeffion for ever. 

At prefent I enjoy the pleafure of beneficence. 
But how feldom can I enjoy it as I wifh 1 How 
11 3 limited 
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limited are my abilities and my means ! What 
totally different adls of beneficence can I conceive, 
and wifh to perform as my greateft happinefs! 
And muft I then, when I have fcarcely tailed this 
pleafure, and am become withal more capable of 
its enjoyment, iofe all the means and ability, and 
mingle with inert and fluggilh matter, acting with¬ 
out confcioufnefs and defign, without fentiment ? 
No, I am immortal; beneficence mull and will be 
my everlalling employment; a ftate awaits me, 
where I may more freely addid myfelf to this di¬ 
vine propenfity, fatisfy it more fully, and diffemi- 
nate far more joy and felicity around me, 

At prefiut I enjoy the pleafure of generous 
friendlhip and virtuous love. Never do I fee 
without cordial delight the friend of my heart, and 
every communication of our perceptions, of our 
feelings, of our forrows and our joys connects us 
clofer, makes us dearer and more indifpenfably 
ncivllary to each other. And is this generous 
friendlhip, this virtuous affection to be of only a 
momentary duration ; is it to be deilroyed for ever 
in death ? No, I am immortal; a ftate awaits me, 
where never-ending love, the pureft alfedion reigns, 
where beings of the belt, moll virtuous, moft ten¬ 
der difpofitions are all one heart and one mind. 

At prelent I enjoy the pleafure of devotion ; the 
moft exajted of which man is fufceptible. My fpi- 
rit afeends to her creator and father, rejoices in 
him, repofes pn him, feels herfelf great and happy 
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in the adoration of him, and pants after nearer com¬ 
munion with him. And {hall I be bereaved of this 
pleafure, when 1 am beft acquainted with its value, 
and am become moll capable of its completer enjoy¬ 
ment ? No, I am immortal. Nothing can difl'olve 
the intimate, the blelfed relations wherein I {land to 
my creator and father. Everlaftingly {hall I be 
making nearer approaches to this moft perfeCt be¬ 
ing ; everlaftingly drawing from this inexhauftible 
fource of light and life and knowledge and felicity. 

Yes, enjoy, o man, o chriflian, enjoy the innocent, 
generous fatisfa&ions and pleafures that are vouch- 
fafed thee in this mortal finite; enjoy them with a 
contented, a cheerful heart, and let not the enjoy¬ 
ment of them be embittered by the idea of a fhort 
and precarious duration. Thou art immortal; and 
thy fatisfaclions and pleafures are immortal too. 
They are the earneft of purer fatisfa&ions, of fupe- 
rior pleafures that await thee in a better world ; 
foretaftes of the greater, more lading felicity which 
is there prepared for thee! 

If the doctrine of our immortality and of a future 
{late of retribution be important in refpeft to the 
enjoyment of the pleafures and fatisfaclions of this 
life, it is of no lefs importance in refpeft to the af¬ 
flictions and forrows that befall us in it. And in¬ 
deed, my dear friends, what Ihould comfort a man 
unfler the various adverfities and fuflerings of this 
life, what {hould teach him to bear them with pa¬ 
tience and fortitude, if he had'not a better futurity 

11 4 to 
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to expe£t ? Were he to fuffer without objeft, with¬ 
out utility, and at laft fink under his fufferings and 
expire for ever ? Were his fufferings an ultimate 
end, and not means to a higher objeft ? By this 
fuppofition the entire weight of affliction lies on 
him j he is tortured by the recollection of the part, 
by the fentiment of the prefent, the dread of ap¬ 
proaching fufferings. Thus he could never truly 
enjoy his life. Each difafter that befalls him is 
real, permanent misfortune; «every lofs he meets 
with is to him irreparable; every pain that corrodes 
him tends folely to deftruction and diffolution. The 
■ cup of forrow that is prefented to him is bitter j and 
no drop of comfort alleviates its bitternefs. It is not 
wholefome medicine, it is not health and life; it is 
pure pain and torment that he inhales from it. He 
fuffers for no purpofe but to fuffer ; is fick, to no 
purpofe but to languifh under the burden of an ex¬ 
tenuated and emaciated body; is poor and indigent, 
only to bear the load of poverty and indigence; 
meets a conftant fucceffion of obftacles and difficul¬ 
ties on his way, only that he may purfue it with 
cares and trouble; is wretched, only to immerge 
in mifery ; dies, only to remain in deatfy! How 
then can it be otherwife but that his fufferings muff 
opprefs him, and how eafily, how foon .will they 
not entirely overwhelm him ! 

But what a totally different afpeCt do they affume, 
when we are animated by the hope of immortality 
and a future ftate of retribution! Now our affiic. 

tions 
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dons are not ultimate ends, but only means to fupe- 
rior views. Now we fuffer, not for the purpofe of 
fuffering, but, by being exercifed in fufferings, to 
be corrected and rendered capable of greater perfec¬ 
tion. Now no calamity overtakes us, that will not 
hereafter be to us a fource of bleffing ; no misfor¬ 
tune that will not promote our benefit; no pain that 
may not be attended with joy. Now we lofe no¬ 
thing for which we may not hope for compenfation 
or amends. Now every path of life, which God 
calls us to purfue, however clouded an<^ rough, 
may and will conduCt us to happinefs. Now no op- 
pofition, no danger, no difappointments, no impe¬ 
diments and difficulties need furprife and affright 
us: fince all this is confident with the date of difei- 
pline and probation in which we live; and all this 
brings us nearer to our high dedination. Now every 
affliction is fweetened and alleviated by our profpeCts 
in the better world. We may now even glory in 
tribulations; confider and revere thenj as means to 
our perfection; give thanks for them as benefits to 
our heavenly father, and, from inward conviction, 
fay with the apodle: “ The fufferings of this pre- 

fent time are not worthy to bd compared with the 
glory that fhall be revealed in us!” “ If we fuffer 

with Jefus, we {hall alfo reign with him: if we be 
dead with him, we (hall alfo live with him!” 

And when at length the hour of death draws 
nigh — and how fiiortly, how unexpectedly may it 
not arrive! When therefore the hour of death 

draws 
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draws nigh, how important mull the do&rine of our 
immortality and of a future flate of retribution be! 
To die, and have nothing before us but night, im¬ 
penetrable, unterminating night; to die, and to lofe 
all our capacities, all our powers, all our goods and 
poffeflions, all our pleafures and comforts entirely 
and for ever; to die, and to part for ever from our 
friends, and among them perhaps the faithful part¬ 
ner of all our cares and all our joys j to die, and to 
know that all we have done and borne and fuffered, 
all our (kill and knowledge, is to be entirely fruitlefs 
and unferviceable ; to die, and to meet total anni¬ 
hilation, and after a few fhort hours or moments to 
be no more, and with all our hopes and profpects 
to fall a victim to the grave: what a difconfolate, 
horrible date for a man who is ever fo little capable 
of thought and fentiment! 

Oh happy we, my dear friends, thrice happy we, 
that Jefus, by his refurrection has deprived death of 
this terrific afpect, that he has unveiled futurity to 
us, and brought life and immortality to light! Yes, 
it is the lofty, the divine faith of the chriflian, the 
belief in immortality, and a better e verb fling life, 
that darts light into darknefs, that brightens and 
cheers to us the valley of the fhadow of death ; that 
infpires us with confolation and hope and confidence, 
when we are abandoned by every other comfort and 
every hope feems folly. Fortified by thee, o holy 
faith, we may refolutely meet this formidable adver- 
fary, may boldly encounter and conquer his terrors, 

and 
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and have nothing to fear from his threats. We hear 
our Saviour, the vanquifher of death and the grave, 
calling to us: — lam the refurrection and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
lhall he live; and he that liveth and believeth in me 
fhall never die. Death therefore is not in reality 
what it appears to be ; not annihilation, not the end 
of my exigence, not the termination of my life and 
my activity, not the irreparable lofs of all that I am 
and have and can do. No, it is only a transforma¬ 
tion, only the tranfition into a fuperior ftate, only 
the paffage to greater perfe&ion and happinefs. No, 
only my earthly tabernacle crumbles into duft; my 
fpirit returns to its creator and father, and expeds 
life and blifs in communion with him. No, the 
night that furrounds me in death will give way to 
an effulgent morn; the lofs of what is vifible and 
tnmfitory brings me to the pofTeffion of what is in- 
vifible and eternal. My nobler intelle&uai facul¬ 
ties, my intrinfic excellence, death neither will nor 
can deftroy ; and neither death nor the grave will 
feparate me for ever from my friends, the beloved 
of my heart, with whom I was connected by wifdom 
and virtue. No, I go to enter on a ftate, whither 
all my good qualities and aftions will attend me ; 
where I fhall better employ all my capacities and 
powers; where I fhall ever do and enjoy more 
good; where I may and fhall ever be and become, 
through the unending ages of eternity, more wife, 
piore virtuous, more excellent and more happy! 

And 
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And fhall I anxioufly tremble at the approach of 
death ? Shall I hefitate to follow his fummons, fmce 
he calls me to greater felicity ? No, be his arrival 
to me the arrival of a harbinger of peace; his voice 
the voice of a friend, conducting me to my fuperior 
deftination and opening to me the paffage into my 
true, my celeftial country! 

Of fuch importance, my pious hearers, is the 
do&rine of our immortality and of a future ftate of 
retribution, revealed by Jefus and folemnly ratified 
by his refurrection from the dead; of fuch import¬ 
ance is it to our underftanding and to our heart, of 
fuch importance in the enjoyment of pleafure and 
under the preflure of afflictions, of fuch importance 
while living and when dying! Ye chriftians, who 
are come hither this day to folemnize in the holy 
fupper the memorial of Jefus, and all you who con- 
fefs his name, oh be joyful in chriftianity which has 
brought thefe doCtrines to light and placed them be¬ 
yond all doubt! Recognize, be fenfible to its en¬ 
tire value, its benign influence on all your thoughts 
and judgments, views and hopes. Give thanks to 
God, give thanks to his fon Jefus Chrift, for the 
unclouded light that enlightens you, for the cer¬ 
tainty that pacifies your minds on the moft impor¬ 
tant fubjecb. Adhere firmly to thefe facred doc¬ 
trines ; make yourfelves continually more and more 
acquainted with them ; let them be always prefent 
to your mind, let them be your conftant companions 
and guides. Think, converfe, live uniformly as 

a perfons 
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perfons who are affured of their immortality, and 
expeft everlafting retributions. 

Fortify yourfelves here at the table of the Lord in 
this bleffed faith, in thefe pious and exalted difpofi- 
tions of mind. Elate with confidence and joy, we 
will mutually exprefs our emotions: We are im¬ 
mortal, we are journeying to a fuperior, a better 
ftate; as furely as Jefus lived, fo furely jfhall we al- 
fo live, live through him and with him, eternally 
live, and in the communion of his life be eternally 
happy! Yes, we are immortal, everlafting retri¬ 
butions await us: this fentiment lhall give more 
weight and dignity to all that we are and do, and 
caufe us to think and aft more nobly and more con¬ 
fidently with our fublime appointment. We are 
immortal, everlafting retributions await us: this 
fentiment lhall exclude every fordid affection from 
our heart, defend us from every temptation to fin, 
and make us willing and accomplilhed to every good 
word, every generous aft! We are immortal, a 
better, a fuperior life awaits us: this fentiment lhall 
fweeten every joy that God vouchfafes us, and alle¬ 
viate and render tolerable every affliftion he calls us 
to fuffer! We are immortal, a better, an everlaft¬ 
ing life awaits.us: accompanied by this confoling 
thought, encouraged by this glorious profpeft, we 
will refolutely travel the road that leads us to it, re- 
gardlefs of its troubles and inconveniences, unap¬ 
palled fee its end approach; and when we come, 
to-day or to-morrow, to Hand on the verge of the 

grave. 
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grave, we fhall not, like the infidel, ftart and trem ¬ 
ble, but, looking unto Jefus, who is gone before us, 
and relying on his promifes, with confidence and 
joy pafs over into the better, the everlafting life f 

Amen. 

Eajler-day, 1782. 



SERMON XXIV. 


The Value , or the Importance , of the Hope of a bleffei 
Immortality, confidcrcd as the principal Source of our 
Satisfaction and Serenity of Mind . 


G°": pure and perfect nature, greateft and bell 
of beings, invifible indeed in thine effencc but 
evident in thine effects! — Thou who art our father 
by having produced us out of nothing, and more 
efpecially by having begotten us again to the hope 
of life in Ghrift Jefus by his refurreCtion from the 
dead — teach us, we implore thee, to pay all due 
reverence to thee, our creator and redeemer. That 
we may conceive juftly, though imperfeCtly, of thy 
perfections, and exprefs humbly our fenfe of them. 
Give us power to tranferibe the imitable part of thy 
nature into our own. Incline us to look up to the 
complete pattern of thy beloved fon, till we arrive 
at fome faint refemblance of the deity by afpiring at 
the perfection of humanity. Give us the will to 
obey all thy commands, and to reft fatisfied in all 
thy difpenfations; that we may with as much con- 

ftancy. 
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ftancy, cheerfulnefs and alacrity comply with the 
defigns of thy providence on earth as the purer fpi- 
rits do in heaven. Let us imitate their perfections 
here, that \vc may be made partakers of their happi- 
nefs hereafter. — Be pleafed to give fuccefs to all 
our honeft endeavours to acquire the neceffaries and 
conveniences of this life, and the wifdom to difeern 
that they ought never to be obtained by fuch me¬ 
thods as are deftrudtive of the more folid and perma¬ 
nent fatisfadions of another. Look down with mer¬ 
cy and compaflion upon all our failings, upon all 
our follies : and give us too fuch tender difpofilions 
of mind, that we may exert a fpirit cf humanity and 
forbearance in all our dealings with our fellow- 
creatures. Teach us, by an habitual exercife of 
reafon, to diflinguifh between the proper and per- 
verfe nfe of the objects which furround us, that 
our paflions may be kept in a due fubfervience to 
the ends for which thou haft implanted.them. Suf¬ 
fer us not to be lulled into any finful fecurity. If 
the ftill fmall voice of mercy cannot reach us, alarm 
us with the terrors of thy judgments: break the 
heart that will not bend ; and lead us by any effort, 
however unwelcome or uneafy, through that myft'e- 
ry of iniquity which thou haft permitted, into the 
glorious liberty of thy fons, o God ! — Pity, father, 
and pardon and afiift our weak attempts to addrefs 
thee as we ought. Accept this humble adt of duty 
and obedience. Indulge us kindly when we alk 
aright, and deny us mercifully what we alk amifs. 

And, 
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And, that we may be fure to afk fuch things as (hall 
pleafe thee, give us leave to conclude our petitions in 
the name, words, and as far as we are able in the 
fpirit of that beloved fon in whom thou art well- 
pleafed ; referring the ifl'ue of all our hopes and 
aims ultimately to the dire&ion of thy good pleafure 
and providence. Even fo, Lord, it is fit for us, weak 
and wretched as we are, to fubmit all our defires 
and views to the guidance of thy fupreme controul, 
eternal, everlafting king ! enfhrined in glory which 
cannot be approached, inverted with wifdom and 
power which no arm can refill, no tongue exprefs, 
no thought conceive. Our father, See. 


1 cor. xv. 19. 


If in this life only we have hope in Chrift, we are of all men 
moll niiferable. 


/'YUIET and fatisfaclion being two lead.ng objefts 
* of our defire; and, as fo much pains are taken 
to acquire them, it is the more to be lamented, that 
we do not with greater frequency and care make 
ufe of that principal fource of true repofe and fatif- 
fa&ion, the hope of a bleffed immortality. If you 
attach your thoughts to this crumbling earth, my 
friends; if you confine your hopes to the (hort mo¬ 
ment of this terreftrial life; if you take this ftate of 
difeipline and probation for the ultimate fcope of 
vol. 1. k k your 
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your being; if you look folely at the prefent and 
lofe fight of .‘he future : it is no wonder if you per¬ 
ceive diforder, confufion and mifery on all fides 
around you; it is no wonder that you Ihould be 
tormented by doubt and folicitude, that you feek 
for the true calm and repofe of your fpirit in vain. 
Only foar above that which is vifible and tranfitory; 
do but raife yourfelf in thought to the future world ; 
make yourfelf acquainted with the eternity that 
awaits us : and the greatefl part of the difficulties 
that perplex you will foon vaniffi away; you will 
perceive the wifefl arrangement, the mod admirable 
beauty in the confutation of the univerfe and of 
your prefent (late ; you will find ample caufe for 
contentment in all circumftances, and for bearing 
the troubles of this life with firmnefs and refolution. 
The confiderations with which I mean at prefent to 
fupport your piety, will, I hope and trufl, by the di¬ 
vine affiftance and bleffing, fumiffi you with more 
light and certainty on this matter. 

I will reprefent to you the certain hope of a blefT- 
ed immortality as the principal and pureft fource oi 
tranquillity and fatisfa&ion, and lay before your 
minds the ineflimable value of the do&rines and pro- 
mifes delivered to us by the gofpel in regard to fu¬ 
turity. And how can I better execute this defign 
than by. contra (ling the dark and melancholy life, 
and the difmal end of a man without hope, with 
the bright and cheerful life and the comfortable end 
ofachriftian, who, relying on the premifes and be¬ 
lieving 
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lieving in the rcfurre&ion of our Saviour, is in ex¬ 
pedition of a blefled immortality ? Let us there¬ 
fore draw a coinparifon between thefe two clafles 
of perfons, and accompany them through the prin¬ 
cipal fcenes of their lives ; we fhall clearly perceive 
which of them has the advantage of the other. We 
fhall find, that even in this refpect we have fuffi- 
cient reafon to exclaim, with the apoitle in our 
text: If in this life only we have hope in Chrift, 
we are of all men molt miferable. 

To the man who knows nothing of futurity, who 
has no hope of immortality, all nature is a fealed 
book, and he is the greatell of all myfteries to him- 
felf. The defign of his exigence is incomprehen- 
fible to him; and of the purpofes for which the 
other creatures that furround him were formed, 
and which fo far exceed mankind in number, mag¬ 
nitude and beauty, he knows ftill lefs. All he fees 
and hears is to him an senigma, to the folution 
whereof he can find no key. Imagine to your- 
felves, my friends, a philofopher, who knows no¬ 
thing of the gofpel and from whom futurity is con¬ 
cealed, profoundly contemplating the heaven and 
the earth and himfelf, and that you hear him dif- 
courfe on thefe important objefts in his comfortlefs 
folitude; what a doubtful, what a defultory and 
difconfolate language he holds! Methinks I hear 
him exclaim, in doleful accents, Why is the Iky fo 
beautifully adorned, and to what end is this mag¬ 
nificence which nature fo profufely difplays where- 
k k 2 ever 
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ever I turn my view ? What is the purpofe of this 
grand, this immenfe and ingenious ftrudure ? How 
gloomy, how painful to me is the fight of it, fo 
charming in itfelf, fince I now perhaps for the lad 
time enjoy it, and at all events fhall Ihortly be de¬ 
prived of thought and fentiment for ever ! Were 
I fhut up in fome dark and difmal dungeon, had 
the day never {hone upon my dwelling, my mifery 
had then been tolerable: but here, like a male- 
fador,* I fit imprifoned in a gorgeous palace, in 
which I can find nothing delightful, nothing agree¬ 
able, as expeding every moment the fummons of 
death ! — And what mean the faculties I feel with¬ 
in me ? How am I benefited by the capacities I 
pofiefs, but which I cannot employ ? I behold 
many beauties, much magnificence, many aftonifh- 
ing effeds. I am curious to inveftigate and under- 
ftand them. But they are all incomprehenfible to 
me : it is too high for me, I cannot attain unto it. 
My abilities fail me, and the light itfelf is darknefs 
•about me. — It is true, nature is beautiful j lhe is 
pleafant and charming; fhe invites my fenfes to 
abundance of fatisfadion and delight. But why 
then am I fo reftlefs and uneafy ? Why cannot 
all thefe benefits and beauties fatisfy my mind ? 
Whence proceeds the want which I feel amidft fuch 
plenty, and the fentiment of which fo often difturbs 
my livelieft pleafure and always renders it imper- 
fed ? Why are my defires never fulfilled ? 
Wherefore can I never ceafe from wifliing ? 

Whence 
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Whence comes the difguft that fo quickly fucceeds 
to enjoyment, and in an inftant deprives what I 
eameftly longed for before of all its worth ? Has 
the creator then called me out of nothing for my 
puniihment ? Has he given me fuch capacities, 
fuch appetites, for the augmentation of my mifery ? 
To what purpofe fuch great preparatives for the 
few and precarious moments of life ? — Thus does 
the hopelefs mortal bewilder himfelf in reflexion. 
He finds himfelf placed in a garden of delights ; 
but it is all a gloomy labyrinth to him, to him it 
lofes every charm from his want of a clue to guide 
him through it. 

Before the chriflian on the other hand who ex¬ 
perts immortality and an everlafting life to come, 
thefe doubts and horrors are removed, this dark- 
nefs difpelled, thefe difficulties vanilh away. He 
fees that it is a wife and bountiful God, who has 
placed him on the globe of the earth. He difco- 
vers the principal fcope of things, and fets his mind 
at reft; he has fuch views of deity as fill the heart 
with confolation and joy. The hope of futurity 
diffufes a luftre on all the beautiful and grand 
which he fees in the world; the nature of man is 
to him unfolded, and life and immortality brought 
to light. The view of the boundlels creation, that 
utterly perplexed and confounded yon haplefs 
mortal, infpires the chriftian with ferenity and fatif- 
fa&ion. Elate with gratitude and admiration, he 
adores the great Father of all, and exclaims with 
k k 3 the 
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the Pfalmift in a holy tranlport: “Lord, how 
glorious are thy works ; in wifdom haft thou made 
them all: the earth is full of thy riches !” Here 
I perceive eternal work: here is matter for incef- 
fant difcoveries; here I behold fources of know¬ 
ledge and joy, whence rational beings may draw 
for ever, without any fear of their failing. How 
gloomy to me would be the contemplation of beau¬ 
tiful nature, how fad the fendment of my powers, 
how troublefome and importunate my curiofity, 
how fertile in vexation my infinite defires, if I had 
to dread, in a few moments, the utter extinction 
of knowledge and enjoyment! But thou haft ap¬ 
pointed me, o God, to life, to a life that fhall 
know no end. At prefent my capacities are too 
great to exhibit themfelves in all their ftrength. 
The body of death furrounds me, and contracts 
the workings of my mind. But foon fhall I be 
freed from thefe incumbrances. My foul will four 
aloft, and afcend to the realms of light. She will 
rife at the refurre£tion of the juft, united to a glo¬ 
rious, a fpiritual, an incorruptible body. Then, 
o God, then fhall I firft behold thy works in all 
their grandeur, in all their magnificence and beau¬ 
ty ; then fhall I be for ever employed in the invef- 
tigation of them, and never be weary of admiring 
thy wifdom and power ; then will all my appetites 
be fatisfied and all my wifhes accomplifhed. This 
is not the place of my final deftination. It is but 
preparatory to a far better and more glorious ftate. 

Here 
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Here it is my bufinefs by generous occupations to 
begin to qualify inyfelf for the more refined fatif- 
fadions which await me in that world, and even 
what I call troublefome and imperfed in my pre- 
fent condition muft, if I but properly apply it, 
promote my future perfedion. Thus does the 
chriftian unravel the defign of his being and the 
tendency of his powers ; and thus does he diflipate 
the darknefs that furrounds him on earth, by the 
light of revelation, which difclofes to his view the 
faireft profpeds in eternity. 

Knowledge and virtue are even in themfelves 
and without regard to futurity the main fupports 
and the mod exuberant fources of our happinefs. 
How without knowledge fhould we fatisfy the cu- 
riofity of our minds ? How without virtue fhould 
we tranquilize our hearts ? How fhould we mo¬ 
derate and fettle in a rational equilibrium our con¬ 
tending paffions, if we were deftitute of knowledge 
and virtue ? Let us next compare the mortal 
without hope with the chriftian that expeds eter¬ 
nity, and fee which of them has the ampleft means 
and the ftrongeft encouragements, to build his 
happinefs on this foundation and to render his life 
pleafant by knowledge and virtue. We will here 
allow them both to fpeak their natural fentiments, 
and thence it will plainly appear which of them has 
the advantage of the other. It is true, knowledge 
is ornamental to the mind; thus fpeaks the man 
whofe hopes are confined to this life. I experience, 
k k 4 that 
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that what thinks within me is capable of foaring 
above vifible obje&s, and of piercing into the com¬ 
bination of things. I feel a great pleafure when¬ 
ever I can increafe my perceptions and difeover 
the traces of the wife author of nature. But how 
foolifh and unprofitable is this my employment ! 
Wifdom cannot be acquired without much toil. 
Truth never appears to her votaries till after many 
fuccefslefs refearches; for one truth a hundred 
miflakes are poflible. We mud dedicate both our 
days and our nights to the ftudy of the latent ope¬ 
rations of nature, ere we can acquire but a flight 
knowledge of her fecrets. Mean time, the mind 
wears out: its powers diminifh; the body is 
weakened by its flrenuous exertions, and I become 
daily lefs capable of relifhing the pleafures of fenfe. 
And what is at length the refult of all thefe efforts ? 
When a few moments are pad I fhall be no more, 
and my laborioufly acquired knowledge will likewife 
be no more. That which thinks in me, and often 
fondly fours above the clouds, will in a few days 
be loft to exiflence. The great difeoveries I am 
ftriving to make will vanifh into thin air, and my 
lofty imaginations, my fubliine ideas, will be en¬ 
veloped in the fhades of everlafting night. Such 
is the language of the man who has no views be¬ 
yond the grave. His endeavour after knowledge 
mull neceffarily appear ridiculous to himfelf; and 
he has little or nothing to encourage him in the 
profecution of it. 


No 
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No lefs feeble are his motives to virtue, and his 
purpofe to follow her precepts will as eafily fail. 
He withers like a flower that fprings up in a 
parched foil or floney ground. Though great the 
native beauty of virtue, yet it is not fufficient to 
render the man who looks upon death as the pe¬ 
riod of his being conftant in the love and in the 
pra&ice of it. Self-intcreft and the hope of ad¬ 
vantage are the principal motives to human action. 
Few men however are fo enlightened as to perceive 
the combination of virtue with felf love and with 
our real interefts. It coils us labour and toil, my 
friends, before we can arrive at a certain aptitude 
in good. We have many obftacles to furmount 
and many difficulties to conquer, in order to fulfil 
our duties with exadlitude and behave in all cir- 
cumftances as befits a true chriftian. Riches and 
honours and days of eafe, are not always the com¬ 
panions of integrity. How often on the contrary 
is it attended by poverty and fcorn! Nay, is it 
any thing uncommon for the brightefl virtue to be 
a butt to the {hafts of malice and to be perfecuted 
with fury ? And yet it is impoffible, without vir¬ 
tue, to acquire true peace of mind and to be 
happy. Vice on the other hand frequently pof- 
fefies attraftions: fhe holds out to her followers 
power and authority, opulence and refpeft; flie 
promifes them abundance of pleafure. And yet 
vice renders us unhappy, and while we remain her 
vaflals it is impoffible for us to be calm and con¬ 
tented. 
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tented. Therefore, that we may flee from vice; 
that we may be enamoured of virtue; that we may 
thus live contented and happy : we mull have fome 
cogent motives to do fo. But do ye imagine, 
my friends, that any one, who has no punilhment 
to fear in futurity and no reward to expect, is in a 
capacity to vanquifli all temptations to evil, and de¬ 
vote himfeif to the fervice of infulted virtue with her 
extremely mean appearance ? Certainly not. Her 
beauty might probably at trad him ; he might even 
refolve to follow her precepts: but how long would 
his refolution laft ? The firft violent temptation 
would put it to flight. Were he frankly to explain 
himfeif, it is thus he would fpeak: What will it 
profit me if I earneftly ftrive to be virtuous ? 
What avails this unremitted attention to all my 
thoughts, my defires and adions ? Thefe violent 
conflids with my propenfities and pafiions ? How 
difficult it is to conquer onefelf ! And what bene¬ 
fit, what fruit, have I at laft to exped from the 
vidory ? My probity will be taken for affedation, 
ray piety will be imputed to melancholy ; and I 
(hall fit folitary in the duft, while others, of laxer 
principles, are lolling in the feats of honour! 
What have I to provide for but my body and my 
temporal affairs ? Why {hould I quarrel with the 
amufements and delights that fo many others enjoy 
wfio blindly follow their animal inftinds ? Shall I 
embitter my life by the reftridions of temperance, 
and for the fake of an imaginary pleafure of the 

mind. 
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mind, deny myfelf the more litre and fubflantiai 
pleafurcs of fcnfe ? I have nothing to fear or to 
hope after death ! So fpcaks the hopclefs mortal: 
thus will his virtuous refolutions be undermined. 
Thus he allows himfelf to be hurried away by the 
lulls of the fieIh ; and difcontent and vexation, 
apprehenfion, anxiety, in Ihort ail the difaftrous 
confequcnces of vice at once take poffeffion of his 
heart. For want of hope he negleCts the principal 
and purelt fources of earthly happinefs and is al¬ 
ways becoming more unhappy than he was. 

Quite otherwile it is with the chriltian, who ex¬ 
pects immortality. He is daily endeavouring to 
augment his knowledge and to improve in virtue, 
and thus is daily promoting his real happinefs. He 
can never be deficient in encouragement to con- 
flancy and zeal in thefe generous efforts; and the 
futurity which is ever in his view, renders all he 
undertakes in this refpeCt not -only eafy but plea- 
fant. How agreeable, thinks he, how pleafant to 
me are meditations on the perfections of my God 
and father, the greateft and belt of beings ! What 
pure fatisfaclion pervades my foul, when I watch 
his ways and admire his works ! How it elevates 
my mind when I perceive the wifdom of the creator 
in his creatures, and trace out the marks of his 
greatnefs! How reviving are my meditations on 
my divine redeemer and his confolatory office! 
My knowledge indeed in all refpeCts is extremely 
defective and flender j but this fhall not difhearten- 


me 
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me from continually labouring with renovated ar¬ 
dour at the extenfion and improvement of it. In 
the matters of mod importance I have revelation 
for my guide, and am fafe from all deception. By 
that 1 perceive an eternity approaching. The real 
knowledge which I here colled, is out of the 
power of that fpoilcr death. Hereafter in the 
world of fpirits I Ihall purfue my refearchcs ; what 
is falfe will evaporate from my attainments, and 
what is foiid and jtifl will form the bafts of my 
higher perfection. Thus does the hope of futurity 
animate the chriilian ; and the pleafure he pro¬ 
cures from the contemplation of religion and nature 
will be always increaftng, fincc lie has no need to 
fear it will ever be loft. 

The fame influence, my friends, has hope upon 
his virtue, as the other fource of human happinefs. 
It renders him inflexible againft every temptation 
to iniquity; and he renounces all with joy when 
he thinks on the future world. How eafy, how 
bleffed, he exclaims, is the fcrvice of my God, and 
how gracious is the mafter whom I ferve, as fo 
richly to requite my feeble endeavours in goodnefe, 
even to reward them for ever! No, my fmcere 
ailiduity to pleafe him is not in vain. Godlinefs 
has the promifes of this life and of that which is to 
come. The Lord commands me to believe that he 
is the rewarder of them that feek him. Coft what 
it will to gain the victory over myfelf, what glori¬ 
ous confequences attend tbe triumphs I fljall ob- 
6 tain! 
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tain ! Whoever, through Ike fpirit, mortifies the 
deeds of the body, fhall live, he fhall live for ever, 
his works fhall follow him, and he will enjoy the 
fruit of his labour. Virtue even at prefent affords 
me the fincereft pleafure, and of this pleafure it is 
out of the power of death to rob me; it will for 
ever continue and for ever increafe. And (hall I 
allow myfelf to be diverted from the path of rc&i- 
tude and make fhipwreck of my future happinefs, 
for riches, for worldly honours, for fcnfual grati¬ 
fications, for trifles 'light as air ? No, rather 
“ forgetting thofe things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto thofe things which are before, 
I prefs toward the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of Gt>d in Chrilt Jefus.” Such, my friends, 
are the reflections of the chriftian, in expectation of 
a bleffed immortality. Though knowledge and 
virtue be a grievous burden to him who is deflitute 
of hope, yet are they the fources of the mofl 
refined and exalted joys to the man that is fure of 
eternal life. 

To proceed in our comparifon of the hopelefs 
mortal with the chriftian expeCting everlafting hap¬ 
pinefs in the belief of the rifen Saviour. Let us 
thirdly contrail their fentiments and demeanour in 
the day of adverfity. How hard misfortunes bear 
on him who knows no other and no better life 
than this! So long as riches and honours and 
worldly joys go with him hand in hand, he may 
conceal his wretchednefs and his lamentable ftate 

from 
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from himfelf. The darling glare of terreftrial pro- 
fperity offufeates his mind and hinders him from 
ftcdfaftly turning inward the intellectual eye, and 
from feeling acutt ly the want of hope. But he is 
now handled with difappointments and troubles. 
The fafeinating charms of honour and refpect that 
environed him vanifh away : the furious tranfports, 
that for fome moments prevented him from view¬ 
ing his difmal profpedts in futurity, are come to an 
end. He is now thrown back upon himfelf. He 
now fees clearly the emptinefs and vanity of all that 
is vifible and earthly: he now experiences how 
incompetent the poffefiion and enjoyment of it is to 
the contentment of his infinite defires. Where 
fihali he now find reft ? Where will* he look for 
confolation and joy ? Unacquainted as he is with 
the comfort which religion and the hope of immor¬ 
tality afford us, it is impoflible for him to be com¬ 
pletely at reft. His whole ground of confolation 
confifts in thefe unavailing ideas: It is thus with me; 
and all my lamentations cannot alter my fate. And 
what now will be the effeft of thefe ideas ? Will 
the affii&ions he fuffers be thus deprived of their 
difagreeable and noxious qualities ? Will this caufe 
them to abandon the attack ? Will he learn to 
confider and ufe them as means to a fuperior kind 
of happinefs ? No, the utmoft they can do for 
him will be to fink him into a certain infenfibility, 
into a ftate alike devoid of pleafure and of pain; 
and even this infenfibility may be difturbed by the 

ftarting 
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Parting up of any lively thought and be converted 
into the mod griding pain. Thus the mortal, who 
has nothing to hope for beyond the grave, fuftains 
the entire preffure of misfortune, without any 
means of alleviating his burden. If he lofe his 
outward diftin&ions or his treafures, he lofes his 
all; he has nothing by which to retrieve his lofs. 
The fources of his happinefs are flopped; how 
then can the enjoyment of it continue ? If his 
friends die before him, he imagines that he is be¬ 
reft of them for ever : his lofs is irreparable ; and 
it is not to be wondered at, if an incurable for- 
row takes poffeflion of his foul and he gives him- 
felf up to defpair. 

Confider on the other hand the chriftian in 
misfortune, and fee how patient, how firm, how 
cheerful the hope of hereafter makes him ! Indeed 
he likewife feels calamity when it comes upon him 
like an armed man, and it frequently forces him to 
fhed bitter tears: he tenderly bemoans the lofs of 
his friend ; it hurts him when he is unjuftly de¬ 
prived of his honour, and he is obliged to fubmit 
to the cruel effe&s of contempt: it affe&s him 
when he is defpoiled of his property, and thereby 
is cut off from the pleafure of generoufly affording 
relief: it gives him concern when he is prevented, 
by bodily infirmities or pains, from being fervice- 
able to his neighbour and of ufe to the world ; it 
wounds him to the quick when he fees virtue de- 
fpifed, and the noblelt actions go unrewarded, or 

perhaps 
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perhaps repaid with injuries. He does not on that 
account however ceal'e to be happy. He has learned 
from the doctrines of religion how to moderate his 
grief, and to procure himfelf comfort in the great- 
eft misfortunes. Is he fcorned and perfecuted for 
his godlinefs and piety; he rejoices in this, that he 
fuffers with Chrift, as he knows that he lhall alfo 
reign with him hereafter, and that “ the light afflic¬ 
tions of this prefent time are not to be compared with 
the glory that fltall hereafter be revealed in us.” 
Does he lofe his temporal pofiellions, he is allured, 
that no man can take from him the teftimony of a 
good confcience, the pleafure of virtue and the 
grace of his God. He defpifes the diftinCtions and 
treafures of the world, and fixes his view on 
the great reward which the righteous judge lhall 
give him at that day. And fhould the injuftice of 
mankind compel him to abandon his country and 
to wander, a vagabond on the earth; even this 
likewife he has learned how to render fupportable. 
He looks up to a city whofe builder and maker is 
God ; he difregards whatever is vifible, but direCts 
his attention to the things that are not feen, and 
his converfation is in heaven. Is he bereaved of his 
friends by remorfelefs death, or does fome fecret 
difpenfation remove him far from thofe whom his 
foul holds dear ; the expectation of hereafter can 
even mitigate thefe bittereft of forrows. No dif- 
tance, no feparation, no death, can part him for 
ever from the friend of his heart. He lhall find 

him 
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him again in the kingdom of the juft: he will 
there renew the bonds of amity with him, and in 
that glorified ftate nothing can difturb their gene, 
rous and virtuous friefidfhip. Thus, my friends, 
the hope of the chriftian can never be put to con- 
fufion. It alleviates to him every calamity, which 
overwhelms the hopelefs and plunges them in utter 
defpair. 

Let us laftly, my friends, approach the death¬ 
beds of thefe two perfons, and confider their dif¬ 
ferent exits from the world. Behold the unhappy 
man who feels himfelf dying, and yet is totally 
deftitute of all hope of another and better life. See 
how anxiety and affright diftort his vifage, how he 
wrings his hands in conljernation and diftrefs, what 
defponding looks he calls on the perfons around 
him ! Death appears to him in his moll tremen¬ 
dous form, he is to him a king of terrors, and he 
has no armour againft this foe, nothing whence he 
can derive comfort in this moft critical moment. He 
fees himfelf crumbling to dull, he fees the grave 
and corruption before him, and dares not hope that 
from this prifon he lhall ever be ranfomed. The 
thought of his annihilation ftrikes a chillnefs 
through his foul, and fills it with infuperable dif- 
may. Then the illufxon vanilhes that was fpread 
upon all earthly things; then the paft rifes up, 
often riles in bitter remembrance ; then the future 
rulhes upon his view in all its dark and unknown 
terrors; then the fenfe of deity revives, which 
. vol. 1. L l however 
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however difguifed lies at the bottom of every heart. 
He now for the laft time beholds the orb of day, 
the all-reviving fun, and expects the fhadows of 
the everlafting night. His friends take leave of 
him for ever, and their delightful converfe, as he 
thinks, will never cheer him again. He mull quit 
all things, without hope of compenfation again ! — 
Can you figure to yourfelves a more deplorable 
condition than this ? 

On the other hand behold the chriltian, who, 
believing in the rifen Saviour, looks for a bleffed 
immortality. How edifying are his laft moments, 
and how calmly he meets death and eternity I 
Death is to him a meffenger of peace; he an¬ 
nounces to him deliverance and freedom; he con¬ 
ducts him to life, to a far better and completer life 
than the prefent. Why fliould he not willingly 
follow his call ? Why Ihould he not readily ex¬ 
change this life for the other ? He Iofes nothing 
that will not be reftored to him or infinitely over¬ 
balanced. He has already a foretafte of the joys 
that await him ; and the nearer his end approaches, 
his countenance brightens, and his foul is more 
cheered. He haftens to the place of his defiination 
with a holy impatience, and may addrefs his for- 
rowing friends with comfortable alfurance: Weep 
not for me, o my friends, I fhall fobn embrace 
you in another life; continue to truft in your great 
Redeemer! Thus full-of.hope dies the chriftian, 
and enters into the joy of his Lord. 

Such, 
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Such, pious hearers, fuch is the extreme dif¬ 
ference between the hopelefs mortal and the chrif- 
tian that experts a bleflfed eternity^ Such are the 
incomparable advantages the one poffefies over 
the other. To the former all nature is an unfa¬ 
thomable myftery, and the purport of his own 
exiftence he cannot difeover : the latter knows to 
what he is ordained, and the creation is to him the 
mirror of the perfections of its author. Know¬ 
ledge and virtue, the fources of our happinefs, are 
fliut againft the one, and he has little or nothing 
to induce him to apply to them for repofe: to the 
other, to the chriftian, thefe fources of fatisfaCtion 
Hand conflantly open and in the knowledge .of 
truth and the practice of virtue he finds the molt 
permanent joy. The former finks under the 
weight of misfortune: the latter rejoices even in 
tribulations, and no accident can divert him of his 
happinefs. The former lofes all courage in death, 
and fhudders at the approach of his diffolution: 
the latter, the juft man, has even hope in his 
death, and firft begins properly to live, when he 
feems to be dying. Mult you not confefs then, 
my friends, that as chriftians we poflefs infinite ad¬ 
vantages over the infidel ? Mult you not allow 
with the apoftle in our text, that we Ihould be the 
molt miferable of mankind, if our hopes were con¬ 
fined to this life, if after it we had no other, no 
better to expeCt ? How many reafons therefore 
have we to extol and commemorate our rifen re- 
l l a deemer, 
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deemer, wlio by his doCtrine has brought life and 
undecaying exigence to light ? How can we be 
grateful enough to him for the victory he has ob¬ 
tained over death and the grave, for the glorious 
revelation he has given us of' futurity ! Docs not 
fuch a teacher, fuch a benefactor, merit all our 
veneration ? Does he not merit our entire reli¬ 
ance, our moll willing obedience ? What grovel¬ 
ing fentiments lhall we not betray, how much 
fhould we abhor ourfelves if wc defpifed the gofpel 
of the fon of God, if we undervalued his promifes 
Mid rejected the felicity to which we are called ? 
No, no, my beloved, we have the happinefs of 
being chriftians: we have the hope of everlafting 
life. Let us prize this happinefs as it deferves; 
let us walk worthy of this hope. Let us pour out 
our fouls in one united fong of praife to our glori¬ 
fied Redeemer, who has delivered us from the 
dread of annihilation, and given us the afiurance of 
life eternal. But let us alfo fhew by our whole 
deportment what lofty expectations we entertain. 
How ill would it become us, chriftians, to feek our 
reft, our fatisfa&ion, our happinefs, in the things 
of this world, fince we are defigned for eternity! 
How ill would it become us, to be inconfolable at 
the lofs of our earthly pofieffions, or of our deareft 
friends, like heathens who are deftitute of hope! 
How irrationally fhould we aCt, were we only to 
provide for the body, to the negleCt of our foul! 
How bitterly fhali we hereafter lament our foolifh 

choice, 
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choice, if we prefer the hard bondage of vice to the 
eafy fervice of virtue, and for it lofe the refined 
fatisfaftions and the eternal felicities of heaven! 
Oh animate then yourfelves to a generous and holy 
conduct, ye chriftians, created and redeemed to 
immortal life! Set loofe your hearts from all 
that is evanefcent and earthly. Never attach your 
afle&ions and views to the objects that lie on this 
fide the grave. Tranfport yourfelves by frequent 
meditation into the realms of eternal day ; endea¬ 
vour to acquire and to maintain a heavenly frame 
of mind, and let your whole behaviour be regu¬ 
lated by the future world. Evince in all things, 
even in the mod calamitous events of fife, that you 
arc chriftians, who look not fo much at the things 
that are feen, as on thofe that are not feen. Do 
honour to the religion you profefs, by a Heady 
and cheerful virtue, and take fall hold on the hope 
that is given you by Chrift. It will not abandon 
you, even in death; and you will enter rejoicing 
into the kingdom of your God. 

Eq/ler-Day. 


LL 3 



SERMON XXV. 


Of Spiritual Experiences. 


G 0Dj our gracious father, that thou haft called 
us to chriftianity is a boon for which we can 
never fufficiently thank thee ! A boon, which in 
regard to knowledge and morals, to means of 
improvement and peace of mind yields us the 
greateft advantages over the reft of the inhabitants 
of the earth ! A privilege which might and would 
afford us as great advantages over them in regard 
to wifdom, to virtue, to real felicity, if we em¬ 
ployed it aright! But of this not all of us, — alas, 
perhaps only few of us, can boaft. No, chrif¬ 
tianity is certainly not to us what it might and 
ought to be! No, we are not yet become by it fo 
wife, fo good, fo cheerful and happy, as we might! 
Here in thy prefence we confefs and feel it, o mer¬ 
ciful father; we ftand afhamed before thee of our 
ingratitude and our negligence; we now wifli to 
become better chriftians, and to experience more 
of the blefied efficacy of the chriftiaa religion. Oh 

let 
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let this confeffion, this fentiment, this remorfe be 
truly falutary to us and our wifhes be a&ually ac¬ 
complished. Teach us to underftand chriftianity in its 
true nature and defign, may it be thoroughly im¬ 
portant to us, may we open every} avenue of our 
hearts to its divine, efficacious influence, to its all- 
quickening fpirit, and may it dwell and govern in 
us, and reform us into fuch perfons as are chrif- 
tians indeed and in truth ! Blefs to that end the 
difcourfe of thy fervant! Let his remonftrances 
find acceptance, adhere deeply in our minds, and 
there effeCt much good and happinefs 1 We pray 
thee for it as thy children and as the followei s of 
thy fon Jefus, addreffing thee further, in filial, con¬ 
fidence, as he prefcribed: Our father, &c. 


John, vii. 17. 

If any man will do his will, he fhall know of the doflrine, 
whether if be of God, or whether I fpeak of myfelf. 


^J'lIERE are three methods of arriving at the 
knowledge of truth : reafon, faith, and expe¬ 
rience. Reafon in her inquiries lays down certain 
general propofitions, received of all men and abfo- 
lutely irrefragable, as her ground-work; (he con¬ 
nects and compares known truths together and 
thence by a feries of juft inferences, derives others, 
which were either not at all or not with fufficient 
U 4 precifion 
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precifion known to her before; fhe afcends to the 
firft principles of things, and thence demon (Ira tes 
and explains them. Faith refts on the teftimony 
of others: fhe examines the accounts that are given 
of a fad and the credibility of the witneffes by 
whom they are reported ; fhe compares the feveral 
parts of the hiftory together and with the circum- 
ftances wherein they are faid to have happened; 
and whenever fhe finds a competent capacity and 
integrity in the witneffes, and a correfpondence in 
their narratives, fhe flamps it with her approbation. 
Experience laftly inftru&s us concerning objects 
that fall under our fenfes, or the itnpreffion and 
effects they produce on our eyes, our ears, or the 
other organs of fenfe; fhe gives us alfo to obfcrve 
the inward motions and alterations that arife either 
in our mind or body, and thus teaches us to form 
a judgment both of our natural and our fpiritual 
or moral ftate. Would we then render our know¬ 
ledge as perfect as we may, we muff adopt all thefe 
three different methods for knowing the truth and 
for being fure of it. This is proper and neceffary, 
not only in regard to human knowledge, but like- 
wife in regard to religion. We fhould endeavour 
to obtain, not only an hiftorical, but alfo a ra¬ 
tional and experimental knowledge of every truth, 
as far as its nature and our fkuation will allow. 
The more numerous the evidences we have of any 
fdft, .the greater will our certainty of it be, and 
the more completely {hall we be fatisfied about it. 

There 
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There are indeed doctrines in religion, which we 
can only know through faith ; and the truth of 
them in refpeCt of us refts folely on hiftorical narra¬ 
tive. But others, and thofe the greateft number, 
are of fuch a nature, that they are likewife to be 
known by reafon and experience; and, in fuch 
cafes, we may very advantageoufly blend thefe fevc- 
ral ways for arriving at the truth. Revealed reli¬ 
gion is chiefly founcted on the narratives and the tef- 
timony of perfons who lifed many ages before our 
times. Thefe perfons relate to us, in their writ¬ 
ings, the lamentable confequences with which fin 
was attended on the condition of mankind, and the 
wife arrangements eftablifhed by God for the cor¬ 
rection and reftoration of it; they difcover to us the 
counfels and determinations of the Molt High ; 
they inform us of the fervice which God requires of 
us, and of the conditions we mull fulfil, if we would 
partake of his favour and be happy for ever. Thefe 
narratives are by far too impoi tant, to be received 
and adopted by us without examining the authority 
on which they Hand. We fhould therefore difcuis 
the characters and the credibility of the narrators on 
whofe authority they depend, and thus endeavour 
to gain a certainty of their truth. Thus fhall we ar¬ 
rive by the firlt method at knowledge and certainty; 
thug will faith arife in us. But our knowledge may 
be ftill more perfeCt; it may be brought to a higher 
degree of evidence and certainty, if we purfue the 
other way, and confult reafon. Though reafoa 

might 
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might not have difcovered the doctrines of revealed 
religion by her own penetration, yet may lhe pro¬ 
nounce upon them after having been once informed 
of them. She may deduce many of them from the 
firft principles of human knowledge ; the may fhew 
us their various and clofe connexion with other 
truths already known ; lhe may reconcile the Teem¬ 
ing contradictions between them ; the may prefent 
us with new evidence in behalf of their truth; in 
fhort flie may draw many ufeful and important re- 
fults from them. Her concurrence makes thefe 
doCtrincs the more acceptable, and our certainty of 
them mull be fo much the greater. But even here 
we are not to flop. Even in regard to religion we 
fhould adopt the mode of experience; we fhould 
endeavour to become certain of its truth and excel¬ 
lency by our own fenfations. On this experimental 
knowledge of religion all indeed depends; fincc no¬ 
thing can fupply the want of it, and becaufe all the 
other kinds of knowledge, unlefs they are connect¬ 
ed with this, are incapable of faving us. We mufl 
however be extremely cautious on this head, left we 
deceive ourfelves, and ftrike into fuch paths as are 
very dangerous both to ourfelves and others. 

That I may warn you of this wrong courfe, my 
friends, I have determined to treat fomewhat cir- 
cumftantially this fubjeCt, which has fo great an in¬ 
fluence on our tranquillity and happinefs, and to fet 
it in as clear a point of view as the fhort time allow¬ 
ed to thefe difeourfes will permit. The words of 

our 
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our faviour, which I have now read to you, prefent 
us with a fit occafion for thefe reflexions, fie 
fays: “ If any man will do his will, he fhall know 

of the doXrine, whether it be of God, or whether 
I fpeak of niyfelf.” What can he mean hereby but 
this: If you fuffer the doXrine which I deliver to 
you in behalf of God, to have its due efFcX upon 
you; if you follow my precepts and reduce them to 
practice, you will infallibly feel their divine effica¬ 
cy ; you will thereby be corrected, fanXified, tran¬ 
quillized ; you will perceive by experience, that my 
doXrine has a ccleftial origin; that I do not addrefs 
you as a human teacher, but as the ambaflador of 
God Supreme. Our redeemer therefore in thefe 
terms declares, that we may acquire an experimen¬ 
tal knowledge of the truth of religion, and that it 
is an excellent means of being fully aflfured of it. 

Let us now inveftigate the nature and quality of 
thefe fpirituai experiences, and at the fame time re¬ 
mark the principal rules to be obferved in judging 
of them, in order to preferve us from the ordinary 
miftakes. 

The term fpirituai experience is generally ufed in 
a very indefinite fenfe, and they who boaft the mod 
about it have frequently the mod obfeure and erro¬ 
neous conception of it. They give this appellation 
to any rather lively fenfation, any extraordinary agi¬ 
tation of the blood, without fird examining whence 
thefe feelings and agitations arife. They perpetually 
confound the imagination and experience together, 

and 
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and often look upon the moft natural alterations in 
their body and mind as fomething extraordinary and 
fupernatural. When they are defired to explain 
their experiences, or to (hew whence they arife, they 
evade the queftion by declaring the whole of the 
matter to be incomprehenfille. But were they at 
the pains to inquire a little into their own nature, 
and inform themfeives fomewhat of the manner in 
which the mind acts upon the body and the body 
upon the mind : many of the incomprehenfibilities, 
at which themfeives and others are aftonilhed, would 
fall to the ground, and they would obtain a com¬ 
plete folution of what they at prefeut regard as an 
inexplicable myftery. When we fpeak of experi¬ 
ences in common life, every one who underftands 
the language knows what we mean : we mean no¬ 
thing elfe than that we feel the effects of particular 
things, and are confcious of it. Thus we experi¬ 
ence for example, the force of the fun, the tempe¬ 
rature of the atmofphere, the violence of the wind, 
and the like: that is, we feel the effects that thefe 
things have upon us, the alterations they produce in 
our bodies, and we are confcious of it. Apply this 
now to fpiritual experiences, and you will have a 
plain and juft comprehenfion of them. What are 
they but the feelings of the good effefts religion has 
upon us, of the happy changes it works in our fen- 
timents, judgments, affe&ions, actions and plea- 
fures ? This idea is perfpicuous. It coincides with 
the nature of our mind; and we need only attend 

to 
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to what we call fpiritual experiences, for finding 
that they are no otherwife to be deferibed. I will 
explain mvfelf farther. The doftrines of religion 
have not only an enlightening, but alfo an affedting 
and perfuafive efficacy. They are adapted not only 
to rectify our underftanding, but alfo to regulate our 
will. They are adapted to purify our hearts, to 
determine our appetites and aims, and move us to 
good and virtuous refolutions. If then they pro¬ 
duce in us fuch effedts, our knowledge is lively, or, 
which is the fame thing, we get an experimental 
knowledge of the power and efficacy of the doc¬ 
trines of religion. A few examples may beft ferve 
to illuftrate this. A devout chriftian confiders the 
gracious difpofitions of God towards finnersj he 
traces in filent attention, the wife and benign me¬ 
thods which the Moft High has adopted for reclaim¬ 
ing and reftoring the human race ; he admires the 
greatnefs of the love difplayed in our behalf: he 
makes the application of it to himfelf. “ Me like- 
wife, unworthy as I am,” fays he, “ even me hath 
God loved; even on me has he filed his compaf- 
flons!” Thefe thoughts affect him, and fill his 
heart with a fincere reciprocity of love to his 
infinite benefadtor. He has therefore an experi¬ 
mental knowledge of the force of what religion 
teaches us concerning the love of God. And how ? 
He feels the good effects that idea has upon him, 
and is thereby moved to pious refolutions. So is it 
likewife with other doctrines of religion. When 
4 the 
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the confideration of the indecency, the loathfome- 
neiV, the pernicious confequences of fin, and God’s 
exceeding great difpleafure towards it, creates in us 
an actual abhorrence of all kinds of vice j when the 
confideration of the beauty and amiablenefs of vir¬ 
tue, the reafonablenefs and excellence of the law of 
God and Chrift, and the great obligations we are 
under to our creator and deliverer, infpircs us with 
a predominant inclination to univerfal goodnefs ; we 
then experience the fanctifying efficacy of tliefe doc¬ 
trines. When the confideration of the wifdorn, the 
omnipotence and benignity of the Almighty, the 
idea of his holy and irreproachable government, and 
his watchful care over the good; when reflections 
on the nature and defign of our prefent ftate and its 
connection with the future eternity, alleviate our 
diftreffes, tranquillize our heart, render us firm and 
courageous in misfortune, and teach us to truft in 
the help of the Lord : we have an agreeable experi¬ 
ence of the efficacy of thefe motives to confolation ; 
we feel what a powerful aid religion affords to man¬ 
kind in afflictions. Spiritual experiences confe- 
quently are in general nothing more than the confci- 
oufnefs of the falutary effects which the maxims, the 
rules of conduct, the affedting and confoling argu¬ 
ments of religion produce in us. Thefe effedts 
however arife from two different caufes: one being 
the proper and peculiar force of religion, the other 
the efpeciai afliftance of the fpirit of God. 


The 
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The doftrines of religion have in themfelves a 
natural power to move and to convince all thofe 
that embrace them, and to dired their conduct this 
way or that. This power they have in common with 
all other truths. No fooner have we obtained a 
plain, juft, vivid and certain knowledge of fome im¬ 
portant truth, but immediately it has likewife a 
ftronger or weaker degree of influence on our heart, 
producing in us either joy or forrow, hope or fear, 
pleafure or difpleafure, and impelling us to ad agree¬ 
ably to the perceptions we have gained. Now, as 
the dodrines of religion are in their nature much 
grander, much more fublime and important than 
all others ; as they ftand in the clofeft connection 
with our prefent and future happinefs; as they 
ground their authority on a revelation from heaven : 
they muft neceffarily have a greater power to ad 
upon the will, and it is impoffible for us to behold 
them with a certain degree of perfpicuity and viva¬ 
city, and to apply them home, without feeling that 
they have an effed upon our appetites and detefta- 
tions, our inclinations and averfions, without being 
moved to reduce our knowledge to pradice, and to 
make it the general rule of our deportment. 

This natural efficacy of the dodrines of religion, 
is however enhanced by the efpecial fupport which 
God will grant us to our moral improvement and 
to the performance of our duties. Holy feripture 
informs us, that God frequently operates in a re¬ 
markable manner on the hearts of mankind, fome- 

times 
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times injecting into the foul bleffed impulfes to du¬ 
ty, and powerful avocations from fin ; or, by the 
methods of his providence putting them in fuch a 
frame, that truth can difplay itfelf to them in its full 
force. This happens principally at the beginning of 
converfion. Then the fpirit of the Lord by his 
word, by certain favourable circumftances in which 
the perfon is placed, or in fome other way unknown 
to us, removes the deeply rooted prejudices of the 
finner againft his fervice and againft true devotion, 
.and thus takes away the obftacles which had hither¬ 
to withheld him from the love of truth and from 
obedience to it. We may comfort ourfelves like- 
wife in other important circumftances, which we 
cannot however accurately define, of the particular 
a'd of the fupreme being, and we may in general 
b'.lvve, that the fpirit of God will affift every fin- 
cere chriftian in a more extraordinary maimer, 
v. henevcr the ordinary means of falvation fhould not 
be fulficient to lupport his doubtful faith, or his con¬ 
flicting virtue. 

Since therefore our natural capacities as well as the 
peculiar force of the docfriu s of religion, and the 
efpecial operatic ns ol the holy fpirit concur to pro¬ 
duce in us whnt we call fpirituai experiences: we 
are not to wonder that we are often deceived when 
we would afcertain the peculiar caufe of thefe or the 
other emotions 4*1 alterations that arife within us. 
We neither qa^erftand the operations of our mind 
nor the manner of God’s proceedings fo thorough- 
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ly, as in all cafes to be able properly to diftinguifh 
and clearly to explain them. We fhall however 
avoid numberlefs miflakes, we fhall rightly judge of 
our moral Hate, and uncommonly facilitate the 
practice of religion, if we obferve the remarks and 
precepts which I have now to lay before you. 

In the firfi: place we are not to take all the good 
emotions that arife within us, for fpecial operations 
of the holy fpirit. God is indeed all in all. To his 
influence all creatures are beholden for the continu¬ 
ance of their exigence and their lives. His provi¬ 
dence extends no lefs over minds than over bodies. 
He fupports our intellectual faculties by his mighty 
will; he elevates and flrengthens them when and 
how he pleafes. On him we entirely depend, and 
without him we can do nothing. But God a£ts not 
immediately, where the ordinary means are fufli- 
cient; he performs no miracle without a weighty 
caufe. He deals with us as with rational beings: he 
will have us to ufe the capacities he has given us; 
not treating us as machines, which require continu¬ 
ally to be jogged on, or to be wound up for reach¬ 
ing their proper efFeft. He therefore that takes 
every livelier fentiment, every acuter feeling arifing 
from meditation on important truths in a fufceptible 
mind, for the confequences of an immediately di¬ 
vine influence, thereby plainly declares that he un- 
derftands not the nature of the human foul, that he 
is accuftomed to make incomprehenfible myfteries 
of things that are deducible from natural caufes, and 
yol. 1. mm that 
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that he is infected by fanatical principles. Wc fhould 
indeed, as I have already remarked, attribute all 
that we think or do to God, as the father of lights, 
from whom all good gifts originally proceed ; but 
we do no honour to the holy fpirit, we render out; 
piety fufpe£ted, and make religion itfelf contempti¬ 
ble, when we afcribe to its operations all the emo¬ 
tions of our hearts, which are not unfrcquently in¬ 
ordinate and impure enough. This miftaken no¬ 
tion has already given rife to many abufes among 
chriftians. They that fufter thcmfelves to be blind¬ 
ed by it, generally hold their perceptions, their un¬ 
dertakings and their a&ions, to be much greater 
and more important than in fa£t they are ; and it is 
by no means uncommon for fuch people to attribute 
to themfelves a fort of infallibility j at leafl they 
cannot eafily endure contradiction. They imagine 
it impoflible for them to miftake when they follow 
their inward impulfes; and the Angle affertion, it is 
fo with me, Hands them inftead of all reafon for 
their opinions. 

In the fecond place, we fhould carefully diftin- 
guifh the influence which our natural temperament 
and our outward circumftances, have upon our ex- 
ercifes of devotion and our moral conduct, from the 
efficacies of religion and the fpirit of God, and not 
take them for fpiritual experiences of a peculiar or¬ 
der. You know, my friends, that our foul is moft 
intimately connected with our body; and that no 
remarkable alteration can happen to the one without 

occafioning 
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occafioning a correfpondent alteration in the other. 
When every part of our body is in health, when the 
mixture and motion of its juices go properly on, 
when we feel neither pain nor infirmity, our mind 
is alert in all its functions; it can operate free and 
unmolefted, and it coils us no trouble to think jufl- 
ly, methodically, perfpicuoufly. Reafon then pre¬ 
vails over all the inferior powers of our foul, and 
we contemplate the truth in an unclouded light, but 
not with violent pafiion. On the other hand, if dif- 
orderly or extraordinary alterations arife in our bo¬ 
dy : our ufual train of thinking is prefently altered 
and our mind no longer a£ts fo regularly as it was 
wont to do. For inftance, if our fenfes are touch¬ 
ed by agreeable objefts; if we happen to be in a 
pleafant country, where nature appears in all her 
magnificence, and every living creature is elate with 
joy; if our heart be affe&ed by the fweet melody of 
harmonious founds : our juices take a quicker mo¬ 
tion; we are tranfported with joy, our thoughts 
flow on in a more rapid fucceffion, with increafing 
vivacity and vigour; and if we then reflect on the 
fublime doctrines of religion, the pleafure we feel 
in them muft of neceffity be uncommonly great, it 
muft often be truly extatic. On the other hand, if 
our body be attacked by any diforder j if the juices 
become thick, and the blood creep heavily and flug- 
gilhly along in the veins; if the nerves become re¬ 
laxed and feeble: the operations of the mind will 
correfpond with thefe contingences. We fhall find 
MM2 ic 
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it wearifome to think with order and continuity j 
our thoughts will tardily and abruptly fucceed each 
other; they will always have a fort of obfcurity 
about them, and we fhall vainly endeavour to form 
conceptions fo clear and lively as at other times. 
The mod important, the fublimed truths, will then 
make little impreffion on us. We fhall hear or read 
the mod elegant fentiments and deferiptions, with 
the utmod coldnefs and indifference. We fhall hold 
mirth in abhorrence, and refign ourfelves to fullen- 
nefs and melancholy. The fame almod may be ad¬ 
vanced of the outward fituation and conjundures 
in which we may happen to be. When we lead an 
unfollicitous, a convenient and tranquil life ; when 
we can enjoy the delights of friendfhip, and the 
agreeable converfation of well-cultivated minds: 
our thoughts will certainly flow more freely, our 
feelings will be more alert, and we fhall confider 
and pradife religion with greater vivacity and ar¬ 
dour, than when we are oppreffed by cares for food 
and raiment; when we are in low and adverfe cir- 
cumdances, when one misfortune aflails us after 
another j or when we are obliged chiefly to frequent 
the melancholy and dejeded. So great is the influ¬ 
ence which our date of body and our outward con¬ 
dition have on the agency and operations of oup 
mind. May we not be midaken then in reprefent- 
ing thefe alterations, which fo naturally arife and are 
fo eafily explained, as fupernatural difpenfations, as 
extraordinary occurrences? May we not deceive 

ourfelves 
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ourfelves when weefteem any livelier fentiment, any 
more joyous emotion, as immediate confolations 
from on high, as celeftial raptures ? May we not 
vex and torment ourfelves in vain, when we confi- 
der the infenfibility and liftleflnefs which originate 
in the diforder of the body as a dereliction of God, 
or as a token of his wrath and difpleafure ? 

Neither are we thirdly to reckon a particular de¬ 
gree of vivacity of fentiment as an effential ingredi¬ 
ent in fpiritual experiences. This is a baneful pre¬ 
judice of many chriftians, to whom however we can¬ 
not deny a fincere affeCtion for goodnefs. They 
infill too much on fenfible and violent emotions, and 
think their private a£ts of devotion are not of the 
genuine fort without them. Their forrow for fin 
mull be accompanied by fcalding tears; their joy 
in God and his falvation mull be extatic; their af- 
pirations after eternal felicity mull be rapturous, be¬ 
fore they cap be fatisfied with their temper of mind. 
A rational abhorrence of all iniquity, an aCtual ab- 
ftinence from it, a voluntary and deliberate purpofe 
uniformly to perfevere in the fervice of God and vir¬ 
tue, a calm reliance on the perfections and wife pro¬ 
vidence of the Almighty, a lledfall expectation of 
the future glory, is not enough for them. Their 
blood mull have at leall as much (hare in their de¬ 
votion as their rational underftanding, and perhaps 
a greater, for rendering them fatisfied with it. How 
much ufelefs pains do fuch perfons often take for ex¬ 
citing thefe fenlual and vehement emotions l How 
, m m 3 uneafy, 
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uneafy, how agitated, how diftreffed, are they when 
they cannot raife them to fuch a height as they wilh, 
and which they often regard as indifpenfably necef- 
fary! Such a chriftian, for inftance, with more 
fincerity than judgment, betakes himfelf to prayer 
in his retirement; he humbles himfelf before God 
on account of his manifold fins ; he confefies the 
guilt and infamy of his conduct; he abhors his 
failings and tranfgreffions ; he calls on the Lord for 
pity and pardon. Sin is above all things hateful to 
him; he wifhes for nothing fo much as to be deli¬ 
vered and purified from it; he forms the mod feri- 
ous refolutions never more to obey his irregular 
lufts, but to live a godly life; he refolves with all 
his heart to walk willingly and faithfully in all the 
commandments of God. In this manner he has a 
rational and juft experience of the efficacy which the 
doctrines of religion poffefs of bringing their con- 
feflors to contrition, and of arming them againft 
wickednefs; and he may fafely reft in this, and fet 
about executing his pious refolutions with alacrity. 
But he is too much accuftomed to fenfual ideas and 
feelings to be fatisfied with it. During his prayer 
he has felt no vehement agitation on account of his 
fins; he has had no apprehenfion of the horrors of 
hell; his tears would not flow fo copioufly as he 
could have wifhed ; the affurance of his pardon was 
not quite fo fenfible and did not move him fo for¬ 
cibly, as in other conjunctures and at other times. 
All this appears to him fufpicious; he complains of 
7 his 
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his hard and infenfible heart; he bewails his empti- 
nefs of grace ; he reprobates the imperfection of his 
devotion ; he conceives that the Almighty has turn¬ 
ed away his face from him, and that he is utterly 
forfaken of heaven. Thcfe thoughts plunge him 
into the deepeft diltrefs, and render the good ef¬ 
fects wrought in him by religion, at lead for a 
length of time, intirely fruitlefs. Tormenting 
anxieties and troubles take poffeflion of his foul; 
and nothing will reftore him to tranquillity and 
peace till he be able to call forth thofe tears, and 
excite thofe fenfible emotions, thofe violent agita¬ 
tions, which he has hitherto endeavoured in vain to 
produce. It is only then, according to his idea, 
that he experiences the bitternefs of fin; feels that 
he is at peace with heaven and taftes the comforts of 
pardon ; it is with him as if he heard the Almighty 
fay to him, “ Thy fins are forgiven thee.” — But, 
how liable to error is fuch a conduct as this ! Does 
religion then confift in thefc fenfible feelings, in a 
quicker or flower circulation of the blood and the 
animal fpirits, or in clear and juft perceptions, firm 
and unforced refolutions, and fincere endeavours to 
walk in general according to its precepts ? Are we 
not to worfliip God in fpirit and in truth ? Is not 
the chriftian worfliip a reafonable fcrvice ? Muft we 
found our compofure, our fatisfa&ion, our hopes, 
on things that are not in our power, that depend on 
the fluctuating ftate of our bodies, of our health, 
our outward circumftances, and frequently even on 
m m 4 accidents? 
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accidents ? Are we to make the difcharge of our 
duties unneceflfarily irkfotne and oppreflive, and thus 
even hinder our growth in goodnefs ? Are we to 
live in a perpetual turmoil and hurry, and never to 
enjoy the pleafmg tranquillity which true virtue pro¬ 
vides for her friends ? No! the more rational, the 
more placid, the more calm our experiences of the 
power of religion, the lefs fenfible and fortuitous: 
the better and more infallible they are. 

Fourthly we Ihould neither prefcribe our perfonal 
experiences and feelings as a rule for others, nor 
make the experiences and feelings of others a law to 
us. The effects which the dodrines of religion pro¬ 
duce in different perfons, are, as we have already 
noticed, as various as their temperaments, their fa- 
gacity and other contingences; indeed not effenti- 
ally, but in quality and degree. With one perfon 
they are more lively and fenfible; with another 
more rational and intelledual. Many have receiv¬ 
ed from nature a foft and yielding heart, and are 
fenfibly affeded on all occafions; their fenfes and 
their imagination are ever alert and bufy. They 
have an influence on all their actions. Do they 
contemplate their failings and iniquities ? Sorrow 
pervades their foul, and gulhes forth in a torrent of 
tears. Do they reprefent to themfelves the grace of 
God, the love of the Redeemer, the felicities of 
heaven ? They are abforbed as it were in the mod 
delightful admiration, and their joy proceeds to ex- 
tacy. But, do not fuch chriftians deceive themfelves, 

who 
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who imagine that the degree of forrow, or of joy, 
to which they attain, is a general and effential cha- 
rafteriftic of true chriftianity ? Are they not over- 
hafty in their judgment, when they reckon all for 
unconverted and vicious perfons, who in thefe re- 
fpects cannot come up to them ? We fhould there¬ 
fore never conclude, from what we feel and experi¬ 
ence, that all fincere votaries of God and Chriil 
ought to fed in the fame manner and to the fame 
degree. Neither fhould we take the experiences of 
others for the unqualified model of our imitation. 
Many a fincere chriftian by not attending to this rule 
has embarraffed himfelf in the greatefl difficulties. 
He reads, or he hears, that this or the other faint, 
in his penitence, fell into an uncommon and con¬ 
tinued forrow; that he felt an extraordinary re- 
morfe, and for a long time was inconfolably afflict¬ 
ed, and wept day and night for his fins — and the 
like. For want of knowledge he conceives this to 
be a neceffary part of real repentance, and that he 
mull experience the very fame before he can proper¬ 
ly fay he is converted. Accordingly he torments 
himfelf fo long, till he thinks he is come up to the 
pattern before him; let his nature and conftitution 
oppofe itfdf as ftrongly as it may. But can fuch 
forced and unnatural feelings deferve the name of 
fpiritual and godly experiences of the power of re¬ 
ligion f Can you imagine, my friends, that thefe 
agitations are agreeable to the author of our nature, 
who requires of us a reafonable worfhip and a volun¬ 
tary 
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tary obedience? Certainly not. He has indeed 
patience with thefe infirmities; but they are contra¬ 
ry to his defigns, in oppofition to his will, and can 
only tend to the prejudice of him that entertains 
them. 

Laftly, for thefe fpiritual experiences we Ihould 
never forget the enlightening of our mind and the 
ufe of our reafon. This is a common failing with 
numbers of chrifiians. They are fo much employ¬ 
ed in exciting fenfible feelings, and in obtaining 
what they, often falfiiy, term fpiritual experience, 
that they give themfelves little or no concern about 
cultivating and progreffively perfecting the nobler 
part of their being, their rational mind. They pre¬ 
fer the violent ebullitions of their blood to the tran¬ 
quil operations of reafon, and feem to be all fenfa- 
tion. Their knowledge is therefore generally very 
obfcure and defective; they regard the augmenta¬ 
tion and improvement of it as merely a bye-work of 
little importance. Their feelings are to compenfate 
the mifchiefs of ignorance and error: they imagine 
fentiment to be their fafeft guide. Nay, they even 
fcorn the fuggeftions of reafon, and are extremely 
cautious of following her precepts and her light. 
Such notions, my friends, direCtly lead to fanati- 
cifm, and to all the extravagances attendant on it. 
So foon as we rcjeCt the ufe of reafon, we are per¬ 
petually in danger of being deceived and milled by 
our own hearts. Experience and fancy are very 
nearly allied: how are we to difcriminate them, un- 

lefs 
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lefs we are a flitted and guided in our judgment by 
an enlightened and well difciplined underftanding ? 
And what is all our religion and virtue, if it be not 
founded on knowledge and certainty ? Can we be 
abfolved from the charge of fupcrilition, if we aft, 
not from reafon and argument but merely by in- 
dinft ? Indeed, the more perfpicuous our know¬ 
ledge is, the more judly and reafonably we accuf- 
tom ourfelves to think : the more gentle and order¬ 
ly will our emotions be, the more rational and con¬ 
fident our fpiritual experiences. But this likewife 
brings us nearer to perfection; it gives our worfhip 
and our virtue a real value; it renders our conduct 
confident, and we thus begin to qualify ourfelves 
for that pure and exalted devotion in which the pu¬ 
rer intelligences of heaven are employed. 

Thefe, pious hearers, are the principal rules we 
fhould obferve, in regard to fpiritual experiences, 
if we would be fafe from the extravagances of fu- 
perdition and the follies of fanaticifm. You will 
much midake my meaning however if you draw 
from it this falfe conclufion ; that all that is faid of 
fpiritual experiences arifes from fancy, and that the 
bare knowledge of religion is fufficient to falvation. 
No, he cannot be a true chridian, who does not ex- 
perience the divine efficacy of the doftrine which he 
confefles and manifed the fruits of it in his heart and 
life. Your knowledge, chridians, mull, be a vital 
principle; it mud moderate your appetites for earth¬ 
ly things; it mud purify your hearts and direct 
your affeftions to worthy objefts; it mud reform, 

renew. 
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renew, improve, regulate you and govern yeur 
whole deportment, if you would be rendered hap¬ 
py by it. Try yourfelves by thefe charaderiftics, 
and reft not in the outward privileges and profeflion 
of the chriftian. If you can refled upon fin with, 
out deteftation and abhorrence; on virtue and 
piety without efteem and affedion ; on the favour 
of God and the example of Jefus, without admira¬ 
tion and gratitude ; the felicities of heaven without 
afpirations after them; if all thefe have but a feeble 
or no influence at all on your determinations and 
addons : you art then of the number of thofe hypo¬ 
crites who deny by their works what they confefs 
in their words. Would you avoid the dreadful 
lot, which as fuch you muft expect for eternity, 
expand your hearts to the faving efficacy of the 
religion of Jefus. Let the dodrines it inculcates 
ad powerfully in you. Follow its precepts, and 
teftify the integrity of your faith by an unremitted 
induftry in all good works. Call upon God for his 
powerful affiftance in thefe endeavours, and beware 
of grieving the fpirit of grace by pertinacious refin¬ 
ance. Thus will you know, as our faviour declares 
in the words of our text, that his dodrine is of 
God. You will experience that it has the power 
to render its fxncere votaries virtuous, holy, tran¬ 
quil, cheerful, happy ; that it will fupport you in 
all temptations and comfort you in all afflictions; 
that it will not abandon you even in the fhades of 
death ;*and that you will hereafter obtain the adual 
poffeflioa of that vaft felicity it allures us of. 



SERMON XXVI. 


The Value of Social and Public Worjhip. 


QOD, to meditate on thee, to worfhip thee, to 
have communion with thee, how honourable, 
how bleffed an employment! How far it exalts us 
above the other inhabitants of the dull! How 
near it brings us to thy worihipers in heaven, and 
to thee thyl'elf, who art all in all both to them and 
to us! Yes, in meditating on thee, we meditate 
on all that is good, that is great, that is exalted, 
that is venerable and amiable ! In praying to thee, 
we pray to the creator and fovereign of the uni* 
verfe, the wife and benign ruler, the gracious fa¬ 
ther, the fapreme friend and benefactor of us and 
of all mankind ! In ha ving communion with thee, 
we have communion with the eternal, inexhauf- 
tible fountain of light, of life, of happinefs! In 
employing ourfelves in thy fervice, we feel the 
whole dignity of the man. and of the chriftian; feel 
that we are thy offspring, thy children, that we 
are capable of high employments, and are or¬ 
dained 
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daincd by thee for fuch ! Oh might then the ap- 
prehenfion of thee and of communion with thee ever 
be and procure to us what it may and fhould be 
and procure to mankind and to chriftians ! Oh 
might wc never enter tnc place which is confe- 
crated to this divine employment without reve¬ 
rence, and never leave it without a bleffing ! Let 
us then, omnifeient Mailer, omniprefent King, let 
us here always intimately feel thy prefence, and 
always powerfully experience the faving influences 
of thy holy fpirit ! Let light and life, end energy 
and comfort flow down upon us from thy throne, 
when in the fentiment of our manifold and urgent 
neceffities, we here invoke thee for fupplies of thy 
bounty. Be it our conftant aim in aflembling here 
in thy prefence, ever more plainly and convincing¬ 
ly to difeern the truth, to confirm ourfelves in the 
belief in thee and in thy fon Jefus, ever to advance 
in piety and goodnefs, in content and fatisfa&ion, 
to confolidate our hopes, to perfevere in the on¬ 
ward courfe of our vocation, and to become con- 
flantly more qualified for the fuperior life; be this 
the fruit we fliall reap from our attendance in this 
place! Teach us, to that end, always to be gain¬ 
ing jufter conceptions of the value of focial and 
public worlhip, alwayfc more highly to prize it; 
and always to be making a more faithful applica¬ 
tion of it. Blefs even now our reflections on thefe 
important objects, and from the place in which 
angels worlhip, oh deign to bend thine ear to our 
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prayers, and Anile in mercy on thofe who feek 
thee where thou haft promifed to be found, through 
Jefus Chrift, in whofe name we further addrefc 
thee, faying, Our father, &c. 


psalm xxvil. 4. 

One thing have I defired of the Lord, which I will require : 
even that I may dwell in the houfe of the Lord ;t!I the 
days of my life, to behold the fair beauty of the Lord, and 
to vifit his temple. 

QOCIAL and public worfliip, as employing both 
U the mind and the heart of man, and that with 
the important doctrines of religion, is entirely pecu¬ 
liar to chriftianity. Every religion had its rites, its 
folemniries, its feftivals; all of them convoked 
their profeffors at ftated times and on particular 
occafions, in the temples and at the altars of their 
gods; all of them 1'pread fear and terror more 
or lefs around them; all of them employed and 
dazzled the fenfes of their worlhipers with more 
or lefs pomp and magnificence. But in none of 
them was found and wholefome nouriihment admi- 
niftered to the mind and heart of reflefting fenfible 
men; none provided for his illumination and in- 
ftruclion, for his moral improvement, for his fere- 
nity and his comfort. No where was man made 
acquainted with the great ends of life, his duties; 
no where taught the relations in which he ftands 

to 
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to the deity, the rational worfhip and adoration of 
him; no where incited to virtue and directed to 
happinefs. All this, my dear friends, is the pecu¬ 
liar boaft of chriftianity. And how great are 
thefe advantages i Who can calculate all the good 
that has accrued from them, and flill accrues ? — I 
am fenfible that public and congregational worfhip, 
even where it is the leafl perverted from its proper 
object, is not always productive of what it might and 
fhould effedt. It is adminiftered by men; and who 
knows not how frequently the bell and mofl ex¬ 
cellent inflitutions of creatures fo liable to errors 
and failings, may be mifapplied ? And as it is 
difpenfed by men, fo is it likewife attended and 
ufed by men; and how apt are mankind to lofe 
fight of the true defign of things, and to make 
them fubfervient to their indolence or their paf- 
fions i But is it reafonable to deny anything its 
value, becaufe of adventitious abufe ? No, my 
dear friends, public and focial worfhip is undoubt¬ 
edly of very great value, be it as frequently and as 
fhamefully abufed as it may. It is and will ever 
remain an excellent means of inftru&ion, of im¬ 
provement, of comfort, of awakening and exer- 
cifing devotion and piety, of ferving the caufe of 
humanity and of promoting univerfal and brotherly 
love. And if the pfalmifl in our text could juftly 
fay: “ One thing have I defired of the Lord, 
which I will require: even that I may dwell in the 
houfe of the Lord all the days of my life, to be¬ 
hold 
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hold the fair beauty of the Lord, and to vifit his 
temple,” we, chriftians, have greater, far greater 
reafon to prize our national, eftablifhed, focial 
worfhip, and to frequent it with inward l’aiisfac- 
tion and delight! Of this, my pious hearers, I 
would fain convince you by my prefent difcourfe. 
To this end let me examine with you the value of 
focial and public worfhip. But let us, in the rc- 
fearch proceed with the greater caution and impar¬ 
tiality, as we are very liable to be milled in it by 
fuperlL’tion and prejudice. Let us therefore at the 
fame time fee, as well wherein the value of wor¬ 
fhip cannot confift, as likewife wherein it actually 
does confift; or, both what it cannot be and 
cannot perform, and what it really is and does 
afford. 

Social and public worfhip, as well as all worfhip 
in general, has no value whatever as an ultimate 
end, but only as conducive to fome higher pur- 
pofe. As eating and drinking, bodily motion and 
exercife, are not ends, but means of preferving our 
terreftrial life, of eftablifhing our health, and of 
improving our faculties; fo likewife inftruction and 
reflection, all worfhip and exercifes of piety, are 
ho more than means of nourifhing our fpirit, of 
infpiring us with defire and ability to goodnefs, and 
thereby of promoting our perfection and happi- 
nefs. The fame holds good of private worfhip, 
and of all that we obferve and praCtife in divine 
fervice. We there worfhip God, not for the fake 
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of worfhiping him ; for he wants not our homage 
and our fervice: but we worfhip him, from the 
deep and lively fenfe we have of his greatnefs and 
perfection, and our dependence upon him, to in¬ 
vigorate every pious fentiment, to vanquifh every 
turbulent pafiion, to difmifs every corroding care, 
and to incrcafe our readinefs and aptitude to all that 
is juft and right, that is generous and great. We 
there pray, not for the fake of praying; for God 
knows what we want, and does continually what is 
beft: but we pray, for the fake of elevating our 
mind, of purifying and compofing our heart, and 
of rendering ourfelves fitter for the mercy of God, 
and more fufceptible of the influence of his fpirit. 
We there allow ourfelves to be inftruflted in our 
duties, in the true end of our creation, and in the 
will of the Higheft, not for the fake of being in- 
ftruCted in thefe matters: but that we may the 
better fulfil our obligations, more certainly anfwer 
the purpofe for which we are placed on the earth, 
and more faithfully comply with the will of our 
maker. We there refleCt upon the doCtrines of 
religion and chriftianity, not for the fake of re¬ 
flecting on them, but to experience by thefe reflec¬ 
tions their efficacy to pur amendment and pacifi¬ 
cation. We there renew our moft facred refolves, 
our moft folemn vows, not fo much for the fake 
of renewing them, as to imprint them the deeper 
in our hearts, and to reduce them to practice with 
more alacrity and zeal. We there make a public 

profeflioa 
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profeffion of our belief and our hope, not for the 
fake of making that profeffion, but thereby to 
confirm ourfelves in that faith, to flrengthen our 
confidence in thofe promifes, and to live more 
confidently with both. And thus are the feveral 
afts of worlhip not ends but means. We ufc 
them, not on their own account, but for the good 
effects and confequences they may and are fitted to 
produce. In thefe, and not in thofe, confifts all 
the value of worlhip. 

It poffeffes this value fecondly, only in fo far as 
it is rational, fo far as it is founded on truth, on 
juft conceptions of God and his will and our rela¬ 
tions to him, and on fuch difpofitions as are con- 
fonant to thefe conceptions; only in fo far as it 
employs the underftanding and the heart of the 
worffiiper in a manner worthy of his nature and 
the ends of his creation. The worlhip of the 
chriftian ihould be rational, his adoration of the 
deity Ihould be in fpirit and in truth. A worlhip 
which only occupies and amufes the fenfes, which 
dazzles or captivates by art and ornament, by 
pomp and found, which confifts in empty ceremo¬ 
nies and rites, affords nothing for the mind to ex¬ 
patiate upon, and communicates nothing fubftan- 
tial, nothing generous, nothing noble and grand 
to the heart; fuch a worlhip can poffefs no higher 
value than other theatrical exhibitions, which at- 
trad the eyes of the multitude and fumilh them 
with entertainment or diftradion. Still lefs real 

value 
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value does a fuperftitious worfhip poffefs, which 
gives us mean and falfe conceptions of the deity ; 
which fpreads flavifh confirmation and terror 
among its followers; conceals the Father of man¬ 
kind from their fight, and fubftitutes in his place 
an auftere and implacable defpot, an inexorable 
judge; at the fame time flattering their paffions, 
difcharging them from indifpenfable obligations, 
, prefenting them with the palliatives of falfe repofe, 
and attributing a force and efficacy to mere out¬ 
ward actions and bodily exercifes, which they have 
not and cannot have. It is written, “ In vain do 
they woriliip me, teaching for dodtrines the com¬ 
mandments of men.” 

As little advantage thirdly can we derive from 
our worfhip, if we have not regard to the temper 
of mind in which we frequent it, the views we 
have in it, and the ufc to which we apply it. It is 
not our attendance on its offices, but the folid pur¬ 
port of this attendance, that renders it agreeable 
to God and a fpring of bleffings to ourfclves. Adis 
of devotion do not operate upon us like a magical 
charm, without our patticipation or concurrence;, 
they improve us neither againfi our will nor with¬ 
out our co-operation; they are performed in the 
prefence of God, the fearcher of hearts; and he 
is not to be impofed on by outward appearance, 
like men. No, only the confcioufnefs and the 
confideration, the rarneftnefs and the refledtion, 
with which we perform our devotions j only reve¬ 
rence 
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rence fo God, love to him, delight and confi¬ 
dence in him; the defire to pleafe and to refemble 
him; only pofitivc purpofes of becoming wifer and 
better: only thefc can confer any real value on our 
a&s of devotion. 

Hence therefore it follows, that our worlhip can 
neither repair our former tranfgreffions, nor fupply 
the place of a virtuous and pious life, nor procure 
us particular bleffings and teftimonies of favour 
from God, without regard to its confequences and 
efFe&s. He that expects this from divine worfhip, 
aferibes to it efficacies which it does not poffefs; he 
therefore forms fuperflitious notions both of its de- 
fign and its value. To fuch an one is applicable 
the expoflulation of God by the prophet: “ To 
what purpofe is the multitude of your facrifices 
unto me ? ” To what purpofe is the hypocritical 
reverence you fhew me ? Your worfhip is offenfive 
to me, I am weary to bear it. “ And when ye 
fpread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes 
from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I 
will not hear j your hands are full of blood 
your hearts and your lives are contaminated with 
vice. No, neither praying, nor finging, nor 
communicating, nor keeping feftivals; only a&ual 
amendment, only reflitution of property unjuftly 
obtained, only earned: endeavours to counteract 
every fpecies of moral turpitude, and to correCt it 
as much a.s poffible, only this can efface our fins, 
and remove their pernicious effefts from ourfelves 
nn 3 and 
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and from others. Only redoubled indudry in vir¬ 
tue and piety can in any degree compenfate the 
negligence we have hitherto fliewn. Only inno- 
cency of heart and probity of life, only upright- 
nefs and fmcerity, can render us capable of the 
fay our of God and partakers of his didinguifhed 
bleffmgs. 

Take heed then, my pious hearers, of expect¬ 
ing from worfhip in general, and from public and 
focial worfhip in particular, more than it is able to 
perform, and of thus aferibing to it a value which 
it does not poffefs. Learn rather its true, its pe¬ 
culiar worth, and drive more and more completely 
to enjoy the benefits it is able effectually to pro¬ 
cure you. Wherein then confifts this worth ? 
What are thefe benefits ? IndruCtion, amendment, 
ferenity and comfort, excitation and exercife of 
devotion, the promotion of humanity, and univer- 
fal brotherly love : this is what we may reafonably 
expect from public and focial worfhip. And what 
a great, an ineftimable value mult not this confer 
upon it ’ 

Firfl then indruction, and that on the mod im¬ 
portant matters, matters of the highed concern to 
all mankind ; indruction concerning God, his will, 
our own dedination, our duties and the way to 
happinefs ; indruction on what God is in regard to 
us, and what we are in refpefl to him, on what we 
at prefent are, and what we fhall hereafter be j in- 
ftruCtion in all that can captivate the curiofity of 

mai^ 
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man and mofl agreeably employ both his under- 
ilanding and his heart. Let thcfe inli ructions be as 
defective as they may; let them be never fo much 
mingled with error: yet how greatly is the know¬ 
ledge of truth and the conviction of truth, confider- 
ed at large, promoted thereby! How much light 
is thus diffufed amongft all clalfes and conditions of 
men ! What incitement to refledtion, what diver- 
fified exercife does it not oceafion to the mental 
powers! One perfon is reminded of what he al¬ 
ready knew and believed, and will thus be confirm¬ 
ed in his knowledge and faith ; another will clearly 
perceive what was totally concealed from him be¬ 
fore, or only floated about in the obfcurer recedes 
of his mind; a third will be rendered attentive to 
fome dodtrine of importance, feel the full weight of 
its truth, and be led to think it over again ; a fourth 
contemplates fome truth he had already difeovered 
in a clearer point of view, on a different fide, in 
other and more various combinations, and thus ac¬ 
quires a knowledge of it more perfpicuous and com¬ 
plete ; another combines it with his habitual way of 
thinking, learns to apply it more pointedly to him- 
felf, and thus to turn it to the beft account. One is 
freed from a doubt, and another from an error. A 
carelefs and inattentive perfon is brought to re- 
fled, and indifference is quickened into concern. 
At leaft fome fort of impreflion muff be made of 
ffeity, of religion, of duty and virtue, of our future 
£xpedfations and the ultimate end of man. And how 
N N 4 is 
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is it pofiible for impreflions fo frequently retouched 
and repaired to be totally obliterated and effaced, or 
to remain without effecl ? Certainly no truth, no 
found and wholcfome dodfrine delivered with ener¬ 
gy can be delivered abfolutely in vain. They are 
grains of wheat drown by the fervants of the lord 
of the church under his own infpe&ion, which will 
fpring up, fume fooncr and others later, and pro¬ 
duce fruit more or lefs according to the richnefs of 
the foil into which they are caff; and at the day of 
the harvell it will be fecn how well-founded were 
the hopes of the fower, and how prolific the grain 
he fowed. 

Encouragement and impulfc to duty and virtue is 
another advantage we may expect from our atten¬ 
dance on divine worfhip, and which undoubtedly 
gives it a great value. And in how many various 
ways are we there ffimulated and encouraged to du¬ 
ty and to virtue! The commands, the promifes, 
the denunciations of God ; the benefits and exam-, 
pie of Jefus; the fitnefs and reafonablenefs of duty ; 
the beauty, the amiablenefs, the utility of virtue ; 
the infamy and pernicious effe&s of vice; the dig¬ 
nity of man and the dignity of the chriftian ; joyful 
and terrifying views of the prefent and the future 
life : the inward i'entiment of what is jufl: and expe¬ 
dient ; our own experiences and thole of others; 
felf-love ; defire of applaufe; philanthropy ; hope 
and fear; life and death ; mifery and happinefs; 
what motives to duty and virtue a.re not here ,dif- 

played 
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played and enforced ! What motives of the human 
mind not let in motion ! What emotions of the 
human heart not excited ! What paflions not har- 
monifed with truth and virtue! And what prejudi¬ 
ces againft practical chriflianity are here left uncon¬ 
quered, what pretences of doth not refuted, what 
cavils and evafions unanfwered ? And if in addition 
to this the poflibility and facility of the matter is 
(hewn, the method in which it is to be performed 
pointed out, and the beft means provided to that 
end: mult not all this be produdtive of good, of 
much good ; mult it not be extremely advantage¬ 
ous to the performance of duty and to the practice 
of virtue ? mult it not occafion thoufands and thou- 
fands of good fentiments and actions amonglt man¬ 
kind ? 

Indeed experience allows us as little to doubt of 
it as the nature of the cafe itfelf. No, all do not 
depart unimproved from thefe fchools of chriltian 
W'ifdom and virtue. Many are beholden to them 
for inducement and ftimulation to amendment, ma¬ 
ny for their return to the line of duty and rectitude, 
many for prefervation from fin, for motive and in¬ 
clination to goodnefs. How often does fome truth, 
important to the religion or the morals of a man, 
dart like a pure ray of light into his benighted foul, 
touch him to the quick, thoroughly affeft him with 
hope or fear, with trouble or with joy ; difeover to 
him the true ftate of his heart, the real frame of his 
|ife j beget in him the nobleft wilhes, the beft refo- 
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lutions; accompany him home, attend him in all 
his affairs, purfue him in all the companies he fre¬ 
quents, and leave him no reft till he furrender him- 
felf to its influence, and fully experience its improv¬ 
ing and bleffing energy ! — How many a wicked 
purpofe is rendered abortive, becaufe he who con¬ 
ceived and harboured it in his breaft, led by the 
mercy of providence exa&ly to hear fome dodrine 
or precept of religion, particularly fuited to him, 
delivered with fentiment and force, ftruck and alarm¬ 
ed by it, has been brought to refledion, and indu¬ 
ced to reform his mind and manners ! How many 
a good and chriftian deed, how many a reconcili¬ 
ation with adverfaries and foes, how many a refolu- 
tion to lead a new life, how many a ftep towards 
virtue, how many ads of liberality have been occa- 
fioned by fuch difeourfes and exercifes of worfhip ! 
How many fallies of violent, brutal paflions have 

been thus prevented !-And even if thefe efteds 

fell out but rarely, if it be only now and then that a 
wicked perfon is thus induced to forfake the error 
of his ways ; yet who can deny that the good man 
ts ftrengthened and confirmed by thefe means in his 
good difpofitions, that he is ftimulated to zeal and 
perfeverance in good, that he is rendered happy in 
the lively fentiment of his truly chriftian difpofi¬ 
tions, the comfort of an approving confcience, the 
affurance of divine approbation and favour, has a 
foretafte of the blefied reward of his fidelity, and 
thence feels the acquifition of frefti courage and re- 

folutiou 
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folution to complete the work he has begun, to pur* 
fue his courfe with confidence, and to allow nothing 
to deprive him of the vigor’s crown ? Yes, my 
dear friends, it is indifputable, that public and fa¬ 
cial worfhip, by throwing the moft falutary impedi¬ 
ments in the way of wickednefs and vice, prevents 
numberlefs diforders and crimes in human fociety ; 
it is not to be denied, that it animates t e true chrif. 
tian to more ftrenuous efforts in goodnefs and vir¬ 
tue, and keeps him from becoming weary and dis¬ 
heartened in probity and beneficence. And how 
great thefe advantages! 

How much confolation and ferenity does thirdly 
this worfhip fhed into the hearts of men! How 
many anxious cares, how many corroding troubles, 
does it not moderate or remove ! How differently 
do they there often learn to judge of the world and 
their own condition! How differently to think of 
what are ufually termed profperity and adverfity! 
How much more calmly and refignedly to bear their 
troubles, how much more confidently and cheerful¬ 
ly to hope in God while encompaffed by poverty 
and woe, how much more undauntedly to encoun¬ 
ter every danger and even death itfelf, when all 
thefe things appear to them in the light of religion 
and chriftianity, when they have learnt to confider 
them in their dependency on the will of the all-wife 
and all-gracious ruler of the world, and in then- 
combination with human perfection and happinefs! 
AmJ when forgivenefs of fiqsis there announced to 
a the 
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the contrite and returning finner, the promifes of 
affiftance and fupport held out to the feeble, a bet- 
ter, an eternal life difplayed before the wretched, 
indemnity and retribution beyond the grave allured 
to the oppreffed and innocent fufferer, what a heal¬ 
ing balm, what refrefhinent and reltoration, mud 
this fhed into the foul that is thirfting and panting 
after comfort! 

I here addrefs myfelf to your own experience, ye 
who in fmcerity of heart and defign frequent the 
public worfhip. Say, my chriftian brothers and fif- 
ters, have ye not often come into the alfembly of 
the worlhipers of God, with heavy hearts and troub¬ 
led minds ? Has not often a fecret pain, a forrow 
of foul, attended you thither? Were ye not often 
languilhing in fearch of confolation and peace ? and 
have ye not there often found that confolation, that 
peace ? Has not the burden that opprefl ^ you, 
there fallen off from your heart ? Has not a'cheer¬ 
ing beam proceeded thence, that has enlightened 
your gloomy path, and Ihevrn you an ifluc from the 
labyrinth in which you were involved ? Have ye 
not often returned home, comforted, ilrengthened, 
revived ? — And what fine ire chriflian has not there 
rejoiced in the paternal love of God, in the frater¬ 
nal affeftion of Jefus, in his relation to God and Je- 
fus, in his deftination to a blefled immortality, in 
his approximation to th e mark of his high calling ; 
and in the enjoyment of thefe delights has he not 
there learnt to endure ( to defpife, to forget all the 

troubles, 
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troubles, all the fufferings, all the evils of the pre* 
fent life ? Oh who can calculate all the comfort and 
ferenity of foul that mankind have derived from 
chriftian worlhip, all the tears of forrow and pain 
which there have ceafed to flow, all the cheerful and 
blefied emotions which have there been taught to 
rife: what a diminution of human mifery, what an 
augmentation of human happinefs would be the re- 
fult on all hands, in cottages and in palaces, among 
all claflcs and conditions of men ; and what an inef- 
timable value mull this confer on public worlhip in 
our fight! 

Public and facial worlhip acquires fourthly a new 
value, as it kindles and enflames our devotion, and 
gives more life and dignity to our peculiar worlhip. 
Thefe folemn inflitutions of religion have a native 
tendency to cherilh and diffufe the fentiment of pi¬ 
ety •jf'. How often does public worlhip infpire even 
the moughtlefs and vain with ferioufnefs, the fcof- 
fer with reverence, and the infenfible and carelefs 
with fentiment and reflexion! How readily are 
fentiments communicated ; how principally the fen- 
timents of piety and devotion ! Like an eledrica! 
fire they frequently feize on men of the moll diffe¬ 
rent minds and manners, infufing into their hearts 
a fpiritual life. And if, my dear friends, I attend 
a worlhip where prayer, pfalmody, the difcourfe of 
the minifter, where all confpire to imprcfs me with 
godly fentiments and refledions; where a profound 
fiance, a general and continued attention prevails 

around 
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around me, drawing off my mind by degrees from 
all outward things, and fixing it entirely on itfelf 
and on God ; when 1 there perceive my friends and 
acquaintance, or even ftrangers, of every age, ei¬ 
ther fex, every rank and condition, immerfed in 
ferious meditation, and pervaded with holy affec-i 
lions ; when I unite with a great affembly, a whole 
congregation, humbly proftrate before him who 
dwells in heaven and with his majefty fills both hea¬ 
ven and earth, pouring out their fouls before him 
who made them, imploring grace and mercy and 
help of him from one mouth; when I fee them, 
under *a lively fenfe of their weaknefs and their ma¬ 
nifold fpiritual wants, open the avenues of their 
hearts and minds to the influence of religion and 
chriftianity, and with eagemefs of foul imbibe light 
and confolation and acquiefcence and ability to 
good ; when I hear them celebrate the praifes pf the 
Allbountiful and Allwife for their exiftence and 
his bounties, rejoice in their connection with him, 
and renew their vows of fidelity and obedience: 
what an impreflion muff it make on me ! When 
we-there contemplate him as the former of unnum¬ 
bered worlds, and the fource whence all exiftence 
is derived, admiration and reverence fill our breafta. 
When we confider him as the fupreme difpofer of 
events, who wields the feeptre of the univerfe, and 
does all things according to his pleafure in heaven 
and on earth, the fenfe of our conftant dependence 
on his providence leads us to caft our cares upon 

him. 
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him. When we regard him as the moral ruler of 
the world, who has eftabliihed his law in the heart 
of man, Who has enforced it by fan&ions of the mofl 
atvful nature, and will not fuffer the guihy to ef- 
cape unpuniflied, the recollection of our trefpafies 
begets in us the fincereft compunction and regret ; 
and this compunction is greatly increafed by con¬ 
templating him as the author of all our blifs, as the 
fountain from which our exigence, our comforts, 
our hopes are derived. Gratitude mingles with 
every other affeftion, and the love of fo kind and 
gracious a being, purifies our truft, our admiration 
and our fear. Thefe affeCtions are the foundation 
of religious worfhip ; and when they glow in the 
breaft with their native ardour, they delight to ex- 
prefs themfelves in the language of devotion. They 
lead us irrefiftibly to the throne of God, to pour 
out, in the prefence of him who made us, the emo¬ 
tions which infinite perfection infpires. How for¬ 
cibly mull I then feel my own imbecility, my entire 
dependance on that fovereign fpirit, how intimately 
feel his prefence! How ftrongly muft I feel myfelf 
penetrated with reverence, with love to him, with 
fubmiflion to his will, with confidence in him, with 
joy in all the inftances of his benignity! How im¬ 
portant muft religion then appear to me! How 
eafy, how agreeable muft it there be to me, to hum¬ 
ble myfelf in the dull, with all my brethren and fif- 
ters, high and low, rich and poor, in the prefence 
of our common creator and father, adoring his in¬ 
finite 
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finite majedy, and drawing life and happinefs from 
his fufficicncy! And mult not this incitement, this 
favour of devotion, though it fhould not always 
have place in an equal, and flill lefs always in a fti- 
perior degree, mud it not confer a great value upon 
public and focial worfliip ? 

What a value in fliort mud It receive, my pious 
hearers, from the idea, that by it the fentiment of 
the natural equality of mankind and their mutual 
affinity, is maintained and invigorated, and that 
they are brought into fo clofe a connedion and fo 
intimate a union together by its means! Every¬ 
thing that is here tranfaded and taught reminds us 
of our common origin, of our common wants and 
infirmities, of our common dedination. Every¬ 
thing that pafies here mud humble the pride of the 
great, and infpire courage and confidence into them 
of low degree; everything mud promote the in- 
tereds of humanity and the kind affedions. And 
what binds men more together than the community 
of faith, of hope, of religious worlhip ? Here we' 
allprefent ourfelves as feeble, dependent creatures,- 
as creatures that are in want of indrudion, of abi¬ 
lity, of fupport and affidance, who cannot fubfid 
of themfelves; all as frail, finful beings, afking for 
grace and pity. Here we all humble ourfelves be-* 
fore him who only is wife, only mighty, only great* 
and to whbm all men, .all nations, all worlds are as 
nothing. Here we all eat of the fame bread, drink 
-of the lame cup, and as the children of one father 

all 
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all enjoy at one table the repaft of chriftian love. 
Here the diftin&ion of rank and dignity falls totally 
away, or meets with no peculiar regard. We are 
here, and feel ourfelves, not as powerful or weak, 
not as fuperior or inferior, but as men, as chriftians j 
are all fubje&s, all children of God, all the redeem¬ 
ed of Jefus, the prince as the vaflal, the rich as the 
poor, the learned as the ignorant. The prince now 
hears himfelf thus addrefled if Thou art a god up¬ 
on -the earth, but thou wilt die like any child of 
man. Abufe not thy power, for thou haft a maf- 
ter, a judge in heaven, with whom there is no re- 
fpe£t of perfons. And the pooreft, the loweft of the 
people, is thus at the fame time aduionilhcd: 
Thou too art formed after the image of thy God, 
thee too hath Jefus redeemed, thou alfo art immor¬ 
tal ; thee likewife an eternal life awaits; forget not 
thy dignity, and by a generous and independent 
condufl: fhew thyfelf worthy of thy origin and thy 
appointment. — And muft not a divine fervice, 
which may contribute, and actually docs contribute 
fo much to our inftru&ion, to our improvement, to 
our rt?pofe, to kindle and to inflame our devotion, 
to the advancement of humanity and brotherly love, 
poffefs a great, an ineftimable value ? 

Yes, ever {hall ye be hailed, ever blefled {hall ye 
be of me, ye places confecrated to the adoration of 
God, ye folemn afiemblies of his worfhipers on 
earth! With the profoundeft reverence, with a 
thankful and cheerful heart Will l enter your gates, 
vol. 1. 00 and 
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and celebrate with my brethren the worthieft, the 
nobleft folemnities that mankind can perform on 
earth. Here will I wholly furrender myfelf to the 
fentiment of what God is and of what he is to me; 
and while I fulfil the duties of a worfliiper and a child 
of God, will at the fame time enjoy the bleffednefs 
of being fo. Here will I enter into the clofeft bands 
of aftedion with all who know and love God, and 
Jefus Chrift whom he has fent, and enjoy my own 
felicity and theirs. Here will I feek nourifhment 
for my mind and my heart, eagerly imbibe every 
leflon of truth, every word of exhortation, of com¬ 
fort and peace, that fliall be delivered to me, and 
thence return to my bufinefs in the world with in¬ 
vigorated powers, more joyfully difcharge the feve- 
ral duties of life, and bear every burden of it with 
more fubmiflive refignation. Here will I take on 
my pilgrimage the comforts that refrefli and reftore 
my foul: I will confider my way, reprefent to my¬ 
felf the prize for which I am ftriving, and then with 
new courage purfue my courfe. Here will I enjoy 
in foretaftc the bleffednefs of that better world, 
where I (hall be l’urrounded by a purer emanation 
of day, where my faith fliall be changed into fight, 
where, with the juft made perfeft, with fpirits of a 
fuperior .order, I fliall adore him and celebrate his 
praifes who lives for ever and ever! 

Such, my dear friends, may fuch be the fenti- 
ments with which you are impreffed by the confide- 
ration of the great importance of focial and public 
7 worfliip; 
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wor(hip; thefe the difpofitions and views in which 
you frequent it; this the generous fruit you will ga¬ 
ther from it. So will it conftantly become more 
ellimable, more venerable, more delightful to you, 
never be irkfome or unpleafant, and will procure 
you never-ending felicity and blifs. 
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SERMON XXVII. 


The Value of Solitude. 


QOD, thou haft elevated us to the rank of intelli¬ 
gent beings, made us creatures who have a 
clear inward confcioufnefs of themfelves and their 
condition, who can aft with confideration and from 
perfpicuoufly known principles, who can make pro- 
greffive advances in wifdom and virtue, who can 
apprehend thy being and thy prefence, and have 
communion with thee, the father of fpirits. Oh 
that we might never fail of perceiving thefe our pri¬ 
vileges, never leave them unemployed, and con- 
ftantly make the beft ufe of them ! Ah ftill oppreff- 
ed by the yoke of fenfuality, ftill too often and too 
eafily induced to withdraw from ourfelves and from 
thee, out 1 creator and father, we ramble abroad, 
unconfciotfs of ourfelves, beguiled by fenfual lufts, 
among things that' have more femblance than reali¬ 
ty !♦ * Ah too feldom is it fo bright in our mind, fo 
filent in our heart, fo quiet around us, that we can 
.thoroughly rejoice in thy exiftence and our own, 

thoroughly 
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thoroughly apprehend our fuperior deftination, and 
think and aCl: in complete confidence with it! O 
God, father of our fpirits, do thou enable us more 
fenfibly to apprehend, more; highly to prize out* 
connection with thee, and render us more fufcepti- 
ble of thy influence upon us ; enable us more fre¬ 
quently to colled our fcattered thoughts, to feek re¬ 
tirement, to exercife ourfelves more in reflection, 
and thus to make nearer approaches to thee and to 
the fuperior life. Teach us to be jealous of the pre¬ 
rogative we poffefs as intelligent creatures, and let us 
find fo much pleafure and happinefs in the proper 
application of it, lhat we may never be wanting in 
appetite and incentive to it. Strengthen even now 
our mind, that it may perceive the truth intended to 
inform and to improve it, in a perfpicuous light; 
let it difpel our prejudices and errors, and enable us 
by its luftre, more fecurely and happily to continue 
and to complete our journey of life. Hearer of 
prayer, we a(k it of thee in the name of Jefus, fay¬ 
ing : Our father, &c. 


003 
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MARK i. 12. 

And immediately the fpirit driveth him intp the wlldernefs. 

^ONVERSE with mankind and converfe with 
onefelf; the gaieties of focial and the ferioufnefs 
of folitary life ; diffufive, beneficial activity among 
many, and the application of the entire attention on 
onefelf; vivacity in bufinefs and vivacity in reflec¬ 
tion j noife and filence; diflipation and recollection; 
are always, my pious hearers, to be interchangeably 
followed, if we would attain the true end of our be¬ 
ing, anfwer our feveral obligations, and arrive to a 
certain degree of wifdom and virtual If we confine 
our exiftence to either fort exclufively of the other, 
we fhall negleft either our own moft important con¬ 
cerns, or the concerns of our brethren. In the un¬ 
interrupted buftle of bufinefs and diflipation, we may 
eafily forget ourfelves; and by too fevere a purfuit 
of retirement, we may as eafily become indifferent 
and infenfible to others. But, if we combine them 
both together, we fhall live as much for others as 
for ourfelves, promote as far as we are able our own 
happinefs nq^lefs than that of other men, and (hall 
neither be milled into folly by the thoughtlefinefs of 
the diflipated, nor to fullennefs and mifanthropy by 
the aufterity of the reclufe. Two indireft by-roads, 
my pious hearers, by which numbers have in all 

ages 
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ages ftrayed out of their defined courfe, and dill 
continue to do fo, with only this difference, that now 
the one and then the other is more thronged and 
frequented. An opinion once prevailed in the world, 
and in fome parts‘of it Itill prevails, that all virtue 
confuted in total feclufion; that the perfection of 
the chriftian life confided in retiring from the world 
altogether, in withdrawing from human converfe, 
in {hutting ourfeives up in the folitude of a cell, and 
palling our days in barren and unprofitable fpecu- 
lation. Such notions of a holy life have no founda¬ 
tion in the word of God. Mofes and the prophets, 
Jefus and the apodles themfelves, acted a part in 
public life, and enjoin their difciples not to with¬ 
draw from the world, but to go about doing good ; 
not to wrap up their talent in a napkin, but to im¬ 
prove it by their induftry ; not to put their light un¬ 
der a bufliel, but to let it fhine before men. The 
retreat therefore which feripture recommends, is 
temporary and not total; is not the retreat of a 
monk to his cell, or a hermit to his cave; but of 
men living in the world, going out of it for a time, 
to return with greater improvement. At prefent, at 
lead in our part of our world, thofe times are pad, 
when the folitary and contemplative life was in fuch 
high reputation, and a total retreat from the world 
was thought the foie means of approaching towards 
heaven. Nojv the oppofite path is more univerfal- 
ly trodden: company is everything; and»filence 
and retirement are fallen with the majority into evil 
004 report. 
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report. But whether they merit this report ? Whe¬ 
ther under proper limitations they ftill are not wor¬ 
thy of the ufe and efleem of the moralift and the 
chriftian ? Whether we have not caufe, in this 
particular likewife, to imitate our faviour Jefus, and 
like him to be led of the fpirit, to be led by the 
fenfe of our fpiritual wants, into the wildernefs or 
into retirement ? This, my pious hearers, is what 
I intend now to enter with you into the examina¬ 
tion of. I mean to difcourfe to you on the value 
and the difcreet ufe of folitude; firft dating the fub- 
je£t, then fhewing its utility, and laftly adding a few 
rules for the prudent employment of it. 

By. the folitude which I recommend, I mean not, 
as you already perceive from what I mentioned juft 
now, a life paffed in abfolute feclufion from all 
commerce with the world and all intercourfe with 
mankind, not the life of the monk or the hermit. 
Such a life is plainly in oppofition to the appoint¬ 
ment and happinefs of man, and at moll is adapted 
only to the feeble, whom the weight of misfortunes 
has entirely overthrown and unfitted both for the 
bufineffes and enteij|pnments of focial Ufe. And he 
who thinks by fuch a life to ferve God, or to pro¬ 
mote the falvation of his foul, neither knows God, 
nor has any apprehenfion of what faving his foul 
implies, and cannot be acquitted of the charge of 
fuperftition. No, to ferve God meaps, from love 
and ottfedience to him to ferve his creatures of the 
human race, and to fulfil all the duties of life; and 

to 
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to promote the falvation of his foul is to employ 
our capacities and abilities agreeably to the will of 
our creator in the bed and mod ufeful manner; 
and to effeft as much good with them as we al¬ 
ways are able. 

No, the folitude I mean Ife every place, every re¬ 
treat, where a man for a longer or a (hotter time is 
alone and apart from the company of other per- 
fons, that he may employ hifnielf in reflections on 
himfelf and the great concerns of life, whether it 
be in a fmall room of his houfe, or in the fpacious 
and open plain ; in the blaze of the meridian fun, 
or by the milder light of the noftumal moon. Nei¬ 
ther darknefs nor confinement, but filence and 
independence and the abfence of fuch perfons, as 
might interrupt and didurb the train of our 
thoughts, are the eflcntials of retirement. The 
more extenfive however |he field of our view and 
fentimcnt; the farther our eyes can reach; the 
freer our bread can refpire; the more our heart 
can comprehend, and the more unimpeded it may 
expand: the more produ&ive to us is folitude in 
great, in generous, in pious thoughts and fentiments; 
the more likely is it to be and to procure to us what 
it ought to be and to procure. Even the prefence 
of a mind congenial with our’ own, of a heart in 
unifon with ours, and having an affection for us, is 
frequently not only no hindrance, but rather an ad¬ 
vantage to it. To fuch a folitude we afcribe great 

worth 
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worth and manifold utility. And this for fundry 
reafons. 

In folitude we think more fedntoly, more undif- 
turbcd and free; and thinking, my pious hearers, 
is the grand prerogative of man, the foundation of 
his utmofl perfection and happincfs. In focietv and 
in the midft of our affairs it frequently happens, that 
in this rcfpeft we are more paffive than adivc. We 
mu ft take the impreflions of external objeds as 
they fall upon us; our ideas are fixed, thus or 
otherwife determined, by what furrounds us, by 
whatever we fee and hear, by what we have to 
do. They commonly glide away from before us 
as quickly as they arife; one prefles upon the 
other ; their impetuous torrent carries us away 
with it. But feldom can we chufe from among 
them j feldom can we detain fuch as are moft 
agreeable and important to us; feldom can we 
difmifs fuch as proipife us neither profit nor plea- 
fure ; feldom can we diftinguifh between truth and 
falfehood, between reality and appearance. We 
there colled more matter for thought, than we can 
apply our mind to in all its force. 

When we enter into retirement; when we pafs 
into folitude: we are then, in regard of thought, 
more adive than paffive. We ad rather within us, 
and by our proper energy;' than allow other things 
to aft upon us. Our attention is lefs interrupted, 
is more continued and flrong. Wc may feleft 

from 
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from among the objects of our reflection; tarry a* 
long as we will with thofe that in prefent circum- 
Itances are molt profitable and pleafant; confider 
them on more fides than one, in more than one 
combination j compare them with our extraneous 
perceptions, with our other ideas; apply them 
more calmly to ourfelves; imprint them deeper in 
our memory and our heart; and revolve them fo 
long and in fuch various w'ays, till they diffufe a 
pure light upon our minds, and a genial warmth 
into our hearts, and thus become fo fixed that they 
cannot be forgotten. Thus may we, by filent, 
folitary reflection, one while attend and rcCtify 
certain notions in religion, at another unravel fome 
difficulties which perplexed our mind on the theatre 
of the v'orld, now hufli our troubles and cares by 
a clearer conception of their cauics, and the moil 
eflfe&ual lenitives, then colleCt new forces for the 
performance of our duty, and for proceeding on 
the path of perfection, then again, by confiu’ering 
our worldly affairs and concerns with ilriCter atten* 
tion, learn more wifdom and prudence for carrying 
them on. At all events, we oxercife and ftrengthen 
our mental powers ; many obllructions that incum¬ 
bered our way, difperfe and retire ; and we return 
with more ferenity and checrfulnefs to aCtive and 
focial life. Our horizon becomes enlarged by res. 
fleCtion ; we have learnt to fumy and to combine 
more objeCts; we carry with us a clearer fight, a 
julter judgment, firmer principles, into the world 

wficreia 
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wherein we lire and aft ; and are afterwards able, 
even amidft various diftraftions, fo much the 
longer to arreft our attention, and to think and 
determine more juftly, as we have accuftomed our- 
felves to this exercife in retirement. 

In the ftlence of folitude we have fecondly a 
more inward confcioufnefs of ourfelves, of our ex- 
iftence, of our faculties, of our dignity. How 
often and how eafxly do we forget’ ourfelves in the 
hurry of bufinefs, in ttte diftraftions of company, 
in the eddy of a buftling life! How apt are we 
there to exift far more in others than in our¬ 
felves, to cfteem»the judgments and approbation 
of others, far more than the judgment and appro- 
* bation of our. hearts, take far more pains to give 
fatisfaftion to others than to fatisfy ourfelves, re¬ 
joice much more in being thought wife and good, 
rich and great, by others, than in the thorough 
conviftion that we intrinfically are fo ! But, the 
more a man exifts and lives in public and the lefs 
to himfelf: the lefs frequently and lefs perfeftly 
does he enjoy his life ; the more does it referable a 
dream j and the more eafily will he be deceived 
by every error and fpecious appearance that offers. 

Whereas in folitude, my dear friends, our mind, 
as it were, returns home; there fhe collefts her 
{battered forces, and concentrates them within her- 
felf. There we wake, as it were, from a dream ; 
there we feparate ourfelves from all that is without 
is and is not properly our own; there we feparate 

our 
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our very thoughts from that which thinks within 
us. There we intimately feel, that we are, that 
we live, that we think, that we are intelligent, free 
agents, capable of great things, immortal. And 
what a blefled fentiment is this! It is the genial 
fentiment of one awaking from a trance, whofe 
fenfes had been fad locked up, who had loft all 
voluntary motion, all confcioufnefs, and now opens 
his eyes to clear day-light, is fenfible to his inter¬ 
nal faculties, exerts them freely and with per- 
fpicuous confcioufnefs, and iinprefled with thcfe 
delicious fenfations, praifes his great preferver, that 
he ftill exifts and lives, and can in fpirit raife him- 
felf to him! 

How much nobler, how much more blifsful is 
this confcience of ourfelves and our abilities, than 
the vain regards of our figure, our apparel, our 
outward circumflances, bur riches, our borrowed 
plumage and diflinftions, which fo frequently 
eftrange us from ourfelves, and prevent us from 
difcerning what actually belongs to our proper felf, 
what gives us our true worth and dignity, from 
among the multitude of objects to which we faifely 
attribute them 1 And when thus, in the foletnn 
hour of folitude, the fentiment of felf is alert 
within us; when thus the dazzling glare of what 
is foreign from us, what is only for a Ihort period 
connected with us> vanilhes from before our eyes; 
when thus our mind as it were fcans the depths of 
its nature: what capacities, what powers, what 

difpofitions 
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difpofuions for higher perfection and happinefs, it 
difcovers in itfelf! With what ftrong conviction 
it perceives, that its prefent date is not the com- 
pleteft: mode, not the ultimate end of its exigence; 
that it is not and becomes not here, what it may 
be and become ; that an energy refides within it, 
ever on the alert, conftantly embracing more, and 
conftantly aiming at remoter objeXs, which is 
ftruggling to burfl its narrow bounds, and to pro¬ 
duce, in other circumftances, in other connexions 
with the vifible and with the fpiritual world, totally 
different effects, and to procure for itfelf the en¬ 
joyment of quite other fatisfaXions and felicities! 
Hence what eafy prognoses of future greatnefs! 
What profpeXs are difclofed of everlafling being 
and everlafting advancement, of progreffive virtue 
and approving heaven ! Yes, then is a man right 
glad in his exigence and his life; he rejoices in 
them far more than in all the externals that belong 
to him ; apprehends his entire worth, his inherent 
(dignity, what he is capable of doing and perform¬ 
ing ; and feels himfelf fufficiently ftrong to accom- 
plilh every duty of life, to fuftain its afUiXions and 
troubles, to bear every privation of outward, things, 
and to quit that life itfelf, the firft ftep of his ex- 
iftence, without reluXance, and prefs forward, 
with refolution and ardour, into the fuperior life. 

In the lilence of folitude, my pious hearers, we 
not only acquire and entertain a more intimate 
confcioidhd&of ourfelves in general, but we learn 

likewife 
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likcwife thirdly to know ourfelves and particularly 
our failings and infirmities, far better than in the 
tumult of fociety. What a number of checks and 
hindrances does this falutary knowledge of our¬ 
felves meet with in focial life! Here are multifa¬ 
rious and intricate affairs; there alluring diverfions 
and amufements, which entirely draw oft’ our at¬ 
tention from ourfelves, and fix it on externals. 
Hero we meet with flatterers, who, from interefted 
views or from weaknefs and obfequious complai- 
fance, pronounce us to be better than we are; 
there partial judges, who think to excufe their own 
faults and extravagancies by juflifying ours. Here 
are teftimonies of politenefs and others of friend- 
fhip which bias our judgment of ourfelves and our 
actions. Here are prevailing maxims and cuftoms; 
there fafeinating examples, which prevent us from 
infpefting our failings and feeling our defers. 

On coming into filcnce, on entering into foli- 
tude, the illufions of felf-love difperfe. The atten¬ 
tion is fixed on ourfelves: the flatterer holds his 
peace: no partial or corrupted judge, no civil 
friend takes our judgment by furprize : the force 
of example is weakened or evaded: the com¬ 
mon excufes lofe all their validity. A man is more 
familiar with himfelf, invefligates clofer, feruti- 
nizes deeper, tries himfelf flpon founder principles, 
and pronounces more impartially on the value of 
himfelf and his actions. There he will neither be 
led into error by the dread of betraying himfelf be¬ 
fore 
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fore others, nor by the hope of obtaining from them 
a more advantageous opinion of him. There felf- 
conceit gives way to rational felf-love. There no¬ 
thing is more natural than for a man to afk his own 
heart: Am I really that for which I am taken ? 
That wife, that virtuous, that fincere, that upright, 
that beneficent, that well-difpofed, that ufeful man, 
which I am reputed to be by my friends ? Have I 
done fo much good, have I performed fo much fer- 
vice to fociety as they give me credit for ? Am I 
actually exempt from thofe failings, which I know 
how to conceal in company, and from which I am 
thought to be exempt ? Are thefe failings fo infig- 
nificant, are they fo unavoidable, fo infeparable 
from human infirmity, as they are faid to be ? Can 
I reflect on myfelf and on my moral condition with 
as much complacency, and be as fatisfied with my¬ 
felf and my conduft, when I am not difturbed in 
reflecting on v them, when nothing beguiles me, 
nobody flatters me, when I confider what I am and 
what I do, in the clear light of truth, in the pre¬ 
fence of him who fees in fecret ? Oh how totally 
different, my dear friends, do we appear to our- 
felves, how many weak places in our heart, how 
many infractions in our virtue, how many defeCts 
in our beft difpofitions and aCtions, do we then 
perceive, which we almoft always overlook in the 
ordinary diflipations of our. lives, or only difeem 
them as it were in the ihade! And mud not fuch 
difcovferies as thefe be of ineftimable moment to 
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us, mu ft they not render folitude, which enables 
us to make them, dear to us ? 

But folitude mull become fti'l dearer to us, my 
pious hearers, if we confider in the fourth place 
that we there apprehend the being of God and his 
neamefs, far more intimately and acutely than it is 
poflible for us in other circumftances to do. In¬ 
deed the Omniprefent is everywhere near to us, he 
pervades all, animates all, works in all and, through 
all •, and the idea of him never abfolutcly forfakes 
the wife man and the chriftian, even in the noife 
and hurry of bufy and focial life. He has the 
Lord always before him and walks continually in his 
prefence. But how frequently will this greateft, 
this molt blefl'ed of all ideas, be obfeured by the 
unavoidable diffractions and bufinefles which en- 
grofs our whole attention ! How feldom can we 
entertain it properly, or dwell long enough upon 
it ! How much oftener is it then only like a 
feeble, tranfient gleam, or the cold, unfruitful 
light of the moon, than the ftrong beams of the 
fun, warming, invigorating, illuminating and en¬ 
livening nature! 

No, only in the filence of folitude, only in thefe 
folemn hours and moments, when all around us is 
ftil!, when we hear nothing but the voice of God in 
nature, the voice of God in our hearts, the voice 
of God in his word, only there do we learn to ob- 
ferve the revelations of the deity within us and 
without us, fee ourfelves furrounded with the effects 
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of his power and goodnefs, and cordially ft el that 
he is not far from every one of us, that he is all in 
all. There our reflexions are perfpicuous and 
certain: If I be, then God is; if 1 be and operate 
here, then God is and operates here, by whom I 
fubfift and live. Am I encompafied on all hands 
by creatures, with beauties, with endowments, with 
powers ? Then am I encompafied on all fidcs by 
God, the father of all tlicfc creatures, the original 
fount of thefe beauties, thefe powers, the giver 
and preferver of thefe endowments. Where force, 
where motion, where life, where intelligence, where 
freedom and activity is, there is God, there he 
reveals himfelf, there he acts ! How near, how 
inercpreflibly near then is he to me, and to every¬ 
thing that is and lives and thinks and moves! 
Wl.at cast I be and think and will and do and en- 

S y, that is not to me a proof of the exigence and 
b. prclence of God, without whom nothing is 
id nothing will be, nothing can be, and nothing 
happen ? No, I have no need to foar into the 
heights of heaven, to fearch for him, the Otnni- 
prefent, nor to dive into the abyfles of the deep, 
neither to look for him in the fplendor of the fun 
nor in the darknefs of the night, neither through 
the boundlefs regions of the fky nor in the temples 
of his werfhipers, neither in this nor in that pecu¬ 
liar fpot of his immeafurable domain ; he is in the 
height and in the depth, in the fplendor of the 
fun and in the obfeurity of the night, among the 

hymning 



THE VALUE Or SOLITUDE. 579 

hymning choirs of the intelligences above, and 
in the midft of his worfhipers on earth ; he is here 
and at the fame time there, in me and in each 
of his creatures, is everywhere, and everywhere 
equally great, equally powerful, equally good, 
everywhere eflfential perfe&ion and love! Nothing 
can conceal me from his infpeflion, nothing de¬ 
prive me of his vivifying and blcfling influence, 
nothing of his paternal tendernefs; nothing fe- 
parate me from him, without whom I fhould not 
be, and without whofe power and will I could not 
continue for a moment! — And now when thefe 
thoughts are vigorous in me; when I thus ap¬ 
prehend the nearnefs of iny God, my creator 
and father; feel that I live and move and am in 
him: what a light mud diffufe itfclf upon all 
around me, what brightnefs into my mind ! What 
are the cares and what the troubles that will not 
then vanifh away! What ft rife of the paflions 
will not then fubfide ! What tumult not fink 
into peace! What hopes, what aflurance, what 
joy will animate and pervade my frame ! What 
a foretafte fhall I be blefled with of purer and cver- 
lafling fatisfa&ion ! And fhall not the folitude that 
promifes and procures me fuch advantages be dear 
to me ? 

O folemn filence, be thou hailed of me ! Ilail, 
facred folitude! facred to wifdom, to felf-poflef- 
fion, to fupemal joys, facred to the complacency 
of heaven: ever be thou blefled of me, ever let 
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me find thee the redorative, the comfort, the 
folace of my foul ! Take me into thy bofom, 
when, ftunped with the noife of the world and 
weary of its plcafures, I am only alive to my in¬ 
tellectual wants ! Oh (lied thy mild reviving influ¬ 
ence on me, when I feel the laflitude of the tra¬ 
veller, overtaken by night, while yet a long way 
from the place he endeavoured to reach, or who has 
had the misfortune to flray from his path ! Shield 
me from the dcrifion of the vain, from the un¬ 
merited fcorn and the uncharitable judgment of 
the envious, from the melancholy view of the fol¬ 
lies, the crimes and the miferies, which fo often 
disfigure the feene of bufy and focial life ! Be 
thou my fanctuary and hiding place from the 
hoflile attacks of infidelity and doubt; dart light 
around me when my path is obfeure; appeafe my 
fwelliag heart, abate the rage of every wild and 
furious paflion, edablilh ferenity in ray bread ; give 
me to feel the intimate prefence of my creator and 
father, to tafle the ravilhing joys of exalted devo¬ 
tion, and be to me the gate of heaven! 

But, would A thou, my chridian friend and bro¬ 
ther, wouldfl thou that folitude fliould be and pro¬ 
cure to thee what it is and procures to the wife man 
and ihe chridian ; then let the following maxims 
of prudence be recommended to thee in the ufe 
of it. 

Seek not folitude from difgud or mifanthropy ; 
not that thou mayd give freer fcope to thy fuilen 

and 
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and gloomy reflections, or the furious Tallies of thy 
wounded pride, thy affronted vanity ; not for break¬ 
ing forth in fad complaints, or for indulging fome 
fc-cret forrow or fome unruly paflion ; not for with¬ 
drawing thyfclf' from thy brethren, for diffolving 
thy intercourfe with them, and depriving them, as 
unworthy, of thy fervices and converfe. No, this 
were to prpfane the folemn ftlence that furrounds 
thee, a criminal abufe of fo excellent a means of 
improving and calming thy heart: and every folly 
thou committed there; every depraved fentiment or 
fenfation thou indulged there, will fo much the 
more degrade thee, as it vVas more eafy for thee to 
avoid or to fupprefs it. 

Seek not folitude, when thy duty, the duty of 
thy dation and calling fummons thee to aftive life, 
when thy friend, thy brother, is in need of thy fuc- 
cour, when thou cand perform fomething ufeful to 
fociety. To do good is always better than to think 
well: ufeful employment preferable to the loftieft 
repofe ; a magnanimous facrifice for the benefit of 
others more meritorious than the nobled fentiments. 
Beware then of prefering the pleafures of folitude, 
innocent and refpectable as they are, to the plea¬ 
fures of beneficence, and, under the pretence of 
promoting thy own internal perfection, to negled 
the advancement of the general welfare. 

Seek not folitude, thirdly, as a pwnilhment on thy- 
felf, as a penance for thy tbo frequent diilipations 
and amufements, Thus it would foon become bur- 

denfome 
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dcnfcme to thee. Thus it could neither be ufcful 
nor agreeable to thee, and the oppreflivc languor 
that would haunt thee there would foon deliver thee 
a prey to any foolifh and dangerous entertainment 
and gratification, that bids fair to free thee from 
this hateful incumbrance. No, the lively fenfe of 
thy fpiritual wants, the fenfe of thy fuperior appoint¬ 
ment, the defire of becoming wifer and better and 
of having more communion with God, Ihould drive 
thee into retirement, and Ihould regulate thy 
thoughts and thy employment there. It Ihould be 
the nourilhment and recreation of thy mind and 
heart, the foother of thy cares, the reward of thy 
indufiry and punctuality in bufinefs, thy refrefhment 
after wearifome application to prepare and invigo¬ 
rate thee for thofe frefli exertions which thy Ration 
in life demands. 

If in thefe views thou enter into folitude, let thy 
thoughts and fentiments flow' unreprefled, fo long 
as they are innocent and proper, fuitable to thy pre- 
fent temper of mind and thy immediate wants. Lay 
noreftraint upon thyfelf, unlefs particular purpofes 
require it. Let the fentiment of thyfelf, the clear 
internal confcioufnefs of what thou art and doft, be 
aftive in thee; hide thyfelf not from the God with¬ 
in : repel no thought or idea merely becaufe it is 
ftrange or unyfual to thee ; let thy mind exert its 
energy without reftraint. The more freely, natu¬ 
rally and calmly thou flialt think and apprehend ; 
the more will the recefles of thy heart difclofe them- 
3 felves 
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(elves to thee ; truth will fhine upon thee with a 
brighter radiance; and the farther advances wilt 
thou make in felf-knovledge, in wifdom and virtue. 

I.aftly, never depart out of folitude without taking 
with thee into focial tfnd a&ive life fome good and 
luminous conception^, fome generous, pious emo¬ 
tion, fome virtuous refolution, or fome ground of 
comfort. Retirement fhould not be fo much an 
ultimate end as a means to hitrher aims. Let not 

O 

thy attachment to folitude render thee morofe and 
querulous, dil'pirited in goodnefs, fullen, or unfo- 
cial, Ihy and unfriendly to mankind. Return to 
thy brethren with an open countenance, a cheerful 
heart, with firmer affe&ion; and afterwards apply 
the force thou haft collected, the perceptions thou 
haft acquired, the ferenity thou haft reftored within, 
the fatisfaction and hopes thou haft confirmed, the 
fenfe of the divine prefence and proximity where¬ 
with thau haft impreffed thy heart; apply all thefe 
to the mor? prompt and cheerful profecution of thy 
bufinefs, to a Treater circumfpe&ion in thy conduct, 
to a happier enpyment of the bounties of thy God, 
apply them to the ^urpofes of beneficence and the 
advancement of hunan happinefs.- Purfue thy 
journey forward on the. road towards the mark of 
the prize of thy high tilling, which now ihines 
brighter before thee ; proceed undifmayed and firm, 
and praftile, as thou goeft, »he leffons thou haft 
learnt in this fchool of wifdom a><j virtue. So wilt 
thou completely anfwer the true --nds of thy cre¬ 
ation, 
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ation* and neither be indolent and inactive in foil- 
tude, nor trifling and negligent in the hurry of the 
world. 
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